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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: WALSH, Joseph  W . ,  J r .  CSM 

DATE OF TESTIMONY : 3 Februa ry  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon  

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Command S e r g e a n t  Major ,  
1 1 t h  I n f a n t r y  Br igade .  

1. DUTIES OF THE WITNESS. 

a .  G e n e r a l l y .  

The w i t n e s s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  h e  accompanied h i s  com-
mander 9 9  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  t i m e .  When h e  v i s i t e d  a l a n d i n g  
zone w i t h  n i s  commander, h e  would s e e k  o u t  t h e  s e n i o r  
e n l i s t e d  man t h e r e  and v i s i t  w i t h  t h e  t r o o p s .  H e  would 
n o t  no rma l ly  b e  p r e s e n t  a t  a b r i e f i n g  by t h e  commander 
(pg .  3 ) .  H e  n o t e d  t h a t  h e  f e l t  i t  was h i s  d u t y  t o  keep  
i n  touch  w i t h  t h e  t r o o p s  and h e  o f t e n  spoke  t o  them a b o u t  
R&R, p r o m o t i o n s ,  e t  c e t e r a  (pg.  20) . H e  added t h a t  C o l o n e l  
HENDERSON n e v e r  a c t u a l l y  d e f i n e d  t h e  s p e c i f i c  d u t i e s  t h a t  
h e  wanted him t o  pe r fo rm (pg .  1 9 ) .  

b .  D u t i e s  w h i l e  i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  

The w i t n e s s  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  h e  w a s  n e v e r  d e l e g a t e d  
a s p e c i f i c  d u t y  t o  pe r fo rm w h i l e  h e  was t r a v e l l i n g  i n  t h e  
C&C s h i p  w i t h  h i s  commander. H e  f e l t  t h a t  h e  was o n l y  t h e r e  
a s  a n  o b s e r v e r  (pg .  20) . 
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2. KNOWLEDGE OF THE 16 MARCH OPERATION. 

a .  Knowledqe of t h e  o ~ e r a t i o n .  

Throughout h i s  tes t imony,  a l though  h e  p r o f e s s e d  
t h a t  h e  was a t t e m p t i n g  t o  r e c a l l  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  on 
16 Aarch, t h e  w i t n e s s  had only  vague r e c o l l e c t i o n s  of 
t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  Occas iona l ly ,  he could  r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c s ,  
b u t  h i s  r e c a l l  was r a t h e r  l i m i t e d .  

b .  S p e c i f i c  r e c o l l e c t i o n s .  

P r i s o n e r s  t aken  by t h e  command s h i p .  

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  t h e  commardand c o n t r o l  
s h i p  l and ing  and p i c k i n g  up two Vietnamese s u s p e c t s  
and f l y i n g  them t o  an ding Zone D o t t i e  (pgs .  8 ,  1 2 ,  1 4 ,  
16 ,  33) . The w i t n e s s  remembered t h a t  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e s e  persons  were members o f  t h e  Popular  
Forces (pg. 1 4 )  . 

(2 )  Radio t r a n s m i s s i o n s  r e c a l l e d .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  conso le  on t h e  
C&C s h i p  had t h r e e  r a d i o s  (pg. 5 ) .  The w i t n e s s  cou ld  
r e c a l l  no r a d i o  conversa t ions  concerning body c o u n t s ,  no 
conversa t ion  between Sergean t  JOHNSON and any ground commander, 
and no c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  anyone and Colonel  BARKER (pg. 1 0 ) .  
H e  d i d  n o t  remember Colonel  HENDERSON e v e r  making t h e  
remark "I do n o t  want any unnecessary k i l l i n g  going On," 
but h e  d i d  r e c a l l  t h a t  t h a t  was one of Genera l  LIPSCOMB's 
p e t  remarks t o  h i s  commanders (pg. 1 8 ) .  

( 3 )  Other  s p e c i f i c  r e c o l l e c t i o n s .  

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  Genera l  LIPSCOMB's 
d r i v e r ,  a  man named ADCOCK was o p e r a t i n g  t h e  conso le  t h a t  
day. H e  a l s o  r e c a l l e d  ~ i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  MACLACHLAN 
from t h e  A i r  Force accompanying Colonel  HENDERSON (pg. 8 ) .  
The w i t n e s s  no ted  t h a t  t h e  only knowledge t h a t  h e  had of  
a  body coun t  o f  128 came from t h e  b r i g a d e  newspaper 
(pgs .  21, 2 2 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  two U.S. K I A ,  11 U.S. W I A ,  
o r  t h r e e  weapons be ing  cap tu red .  H e  could  r e c a l l  no 
conversa t ion  concerning t h e  body coun t  and weapons coun t  
comparison (pg.  22) . 
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3 .  KNOWLEDGE OF AN INCIDENT. 

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  h e a r i n g  a b o u t  VC propaganda 
which a l l e g e d  U.S. f o r c e s  having  k i l l e d  a l a r g e  number 
of  women and c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  Son My a r e a .  H e  r e c e i v e d  
t h i s  r e p o r t  from Master  SergeantGERBERDING (pg .  3 5 ) .  H e  
r e c a l l e d  n o t h i n g  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  a b o u t  t h i s  propaganda and 
s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  had n o t  s e e n  i t  h i m s e l f  ( p g s .  35,  3 6 ) .  
Tne w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  had h e a r d  no r e p o r t  from any 
c h a p l a i n  conce rn ing  an i n c i d e n t  i n  t h e  Son My a r e a  
(pgs .  36,  3 7 ) .  H e  a s s e r t e d  f u r t h e r  t h a t  h e  neve r  h e a r d  
any remarks from any a v i a t i o n  p e o p l e  abou t  ground t r o o p s  
doing  any unnecessa ry  k i l l i n g  (pg.  4 6 ) .  

4 .  KNOWLEDGE OF AN INVESTIGATION. 

The w i t n e s s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  h e  r e c a l l e d  h e a r i n g  o f  
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  conce rn ing  V i e t  Cong t h a t  were k i l l e d  
from one  of  t h e  N C O ' s  ( pgs .  28, 2 9 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  
Genera l  KOSTER, Colonel  HENDERSON, L i e u t e n a n t  Co lone l  
BARKER ~ e i n ginvo lved  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg .  2 9 ) .  
Upon q u e s t i o n i n g  h e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  f e l t  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
concerned  a n  e x c e s s i v e  number of VC c a s u a l t i e s ,  b u t  a d m i t t e d  
t n a t  i t  may have concerned c i v i l i a n s  (pg .  3 0 ) .  However, 
h e  d i d  n o t  remember t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a s  conce rn ing  women 
and c h i l d r e n  b e i n g  k i l l e d  (pg.  30) . H e  no ted  t h a t  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  cou ld  have been  conducted  w i t h o u t  h i s  
knowledge due t o  HENDERSON'S p e r s o n a l  s i l e n c e  ( p g .  3 1 ) .  
H e  c o u l d  n o t  r e c a l l  Colonel  BARKER conduc t ing  a n  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a f t e r  the d i s e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  Task Force  
Barker  (pgs .  45,  46) . 
5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  O ~ i n i o n  of  Colonel  HENDERSON. 

According t o  t h e  w i t n e s s ,  Co lone l  HENDERSON was a 
l o n e r  and n e v e r  even spoke  t o  him v e r y  o f t e n  (pg.  3 0 ) .  H e  
no ted  t h a t  h e  c o u l d  b e  w i t h  HENDERSON i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  a l l  
day long  and neve r  b e  spoken t o  by t h e  commander (pg .  3 1 ) .  
HENDERSON neve r  a c t u a l l y  d e f i n e d  t h e  s p e c i f i c  d u t i e s  o f  t h e  
s e r g e a n t  ma jo r ;  b u t ,  t h e  w i t n e s s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  a c t  a s  h e  
had under  t h e  p r i o r  commander (pg. 19 ) . 
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b .  Opinion of  S e r a e a n t  JOHNSON. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  Se rgean t  JOHNSON w a s  
an  o u t s t a n d i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  s e r g e a n t  and q u i t e  capab le  
a s  t h e  a c t i n g  s e r g e a n t  major f o r  Task Force  Barker 
(pgs.  4 ,  5 ) .  He a s s e r t e d  t h a t  he  had n o t  spoken w i t h  
JOHNSON s i n c e  t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t  became p u b l i c  (pg .  7 ) .  

c. The t y p i s t  f o r  Colonel  HENDERSON. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  S e r g e a n t  F i r s t  C l a s s  
ROSADO would have typed any r e p o r t  t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON 
w a s  going t o  send t o  d i v i s i o n  (pg. 39) . However, ROSADO 
never mentioned t o  WALSH t h a t  h e  was t y p i n g  a r e p o r t  
o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  f o r  HENDERSON (pg. 4 1 )  . ROSADO had --. 

worked f o r  HENDERSON a t  a p r i o r  t i m e  (pg. 39) . .... d. . 
d .  Persons  spoken t o  s i n c e  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  had spoken on ly  t o  I-,. . 
Sergean t  Major ROGERS who w a s  w i th  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  .-4 
on 1 6  March 1968 ,  s i n c e  t h e  i n c i d e n t  became p u b l i c  (pg. 2 )  . 

e. E x h i b i t s .  

E x h i b i t s  noted  by t h e  w i t n e s s  are l i s t e d  i n f r a .  
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EXHIBITS  

EXIIIBIT 
N UElBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 

- m t r u c t i o n s  t o  w i t n e s s  Read by w i t n e s s .  1 
W i t  had n o t  s e e n ,  

HENDERSON'S Repor t  - i n c l u d i n g  i n c l o s u r d s .  41,42 

MAP-4 Map 6739 I1 W i t  o r i e n t e d .  2 8  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1050, 3  February 1970 . )  

I0 : The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  persons  are p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, MR 
MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ LYNN.  

S i r ,  t h e  nex t  w i tnes s  is  Command Se rgean t  Major 
Joseph W. WALSH, J u n i o r .  

(CSM WALSH w a s  c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, and 
t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows  :) 

Sergean t  Major, f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  would you p l e a s e  
s t a t e  your  f u l l  name, g rade ,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, o rgan i -
z a t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. Joseph  W. Walsh, J u n i o r ,  Command Se rgean t  Major, 
., Company A ,  S p e c i a l  Troops,  F o r t  Dix, N e w  J e r s e y ,  

and c u r r e n t l y  a s s igned  a s  t h e  s e r g e a n t  major f o r  S p e c i a l  
Troops. 

I0 : Sergean t  Major WALSH, on my l e f t  is  M r .  MACCRATE, 
who i s  a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y .  He has  vo lun tee red  h i s  s e r v i c e s  
t o  S e c r e t a r y  RESOR t o  a s s i s t  us i n  t h e  conduct  o f  t h i s  
I n v e s t i g a t i c n .  B e  a l s o  prov ides  l s g a l  c ~ u n s e lt o  ine and t o  
o t h e r  members o f  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  team. .On my r i g h t  i s  
Colonel  ARMSTRONG, who has  been des igna t ed  by General  WEST-
MORELAND a s  an a s s i s t a n t  t o  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Aside from 
myself ,  bo th  M r .  MACCRATE and Colonel  ARMSTRONG may addres s  
q u e s t i o n s  t o  you t h i s  morning. We have o t h e r  groups such as 
t h i s  t h a t  a r e  t a k i n g  tes t imony from o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s .  I t  
w i l l  b e  my t a s k  t o  p u t  t o g e t h e r  a r e p o r t ,  t o  weigh t h e  ev idence ,  
and t o  determine t h e  f i n d i n g s  and t h e  recommendations. Have 
you had an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r ead  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  ( E x h i b i t  M-57)? 
Do you unders tand  them o r  do you have any q u e s t i o n s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I have no q u e s t i o n s .  ...-L 

!2 Sergeant  Major WALSH, w i l l  you i n d i c a t e  your  du ty  
assignment a t  t h e  America1 Div i s ion ,  when you jo ined  t h e  
d i v i s i o n , ,  any change o f  assignment you may have had w i t h i n  t h e  
d i v i s i o n ,  and when you t e rmina t ed  your  s e r v i c e  w i t h  t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  
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A. I was ass igned  t o  t h e  11 th  I n f a n t r y  Brigade on 3 
November 1966 a t  S c h o f i e l d  Bar racks ,  and remained w i t h  t h a t  
b r igade  u n t i l  1 3  December 1968. A f t e r  a  p e r i o d  of  t r a i n i n g  i n  
Schof i e ld  Bar racks ,  w e  then  s e t  s a i l  o r  f lew t o  Vietnam t o  be- 
come ass igned  t o  t h e  America1 ~ i v i s i o n .  My ass ignment  d i d  n o t  
change from t h e  t i m e  t h a t  I jo ined  t h e  b r i g a d e  and l a t e r  jo ined 
t h e  d i v i s i o n  t o  t h e  d a t e  I l e f t .  

Q. W e  w i l l  want t o  d i s c u s s  some o f  t h e  t r a i n i n g  w i t h  
you t h a t  took  p l a c e  back i n  Hawaii and t o  g e t  your  impress ion  
of it. 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q .  T h i s  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  o f  16 March 1968 became a m a t -
ter  of  p u b l i c  knowledge around September o r  October o f  l a s t  
y e a r  by r a d i o ,  t e l e v i s i o n ,  and newspapers and t h e  l i k e .  S ince  
t h a t  t i m e ,  have you had any d i s c u s s i o n s  w i th  anybody from t h e  
b r i g a d e  o r  from t h e  d i v i s i o n  concern ing  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  t h e  re-
p o r t i n g  o f  such an i n c i d e n t ,  o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  such an 
i n c i d e n t ?  

A. Not t h e  r e p o r t i n g  o f  such an i n c i d e n t ,  s i r ,  o r  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I have d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  wi th  Se rgean t  Major -
ROGERS, t h e  former d i v i s i o n  s e r g e a n t  major ,  b u t  t o  p u t  it 
b l u n t l y ,  I c o u l d n ' t  b e l i e v e  it and I always was w i t h  my com-
manders. They changed throughout  my t o u r  of  duty  w i t h  t h e  
b r i g a d e ,  and I j u s t  c o u l d n ! t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  s p e c i f i c  i n c i d e n t  
took p l a c e ,  sir .  That  was t h e  on ly  d i s c u s s i o n  t h a t  I had. 
A f t e r  it i n i t i a l l y  b roke ,  I r e a l i z e d  then  t h a t  I s h o u l d n ' t  
d i s c u s s  it w i t h  anybody. I n  f a c t ,  I t u r n e d  down a  r e q u e s t  
from t h e  New York Times. They c a l l e d  my q u a r t e r s  a t  F o r t  Dix, 
and I r e f u s e d  t o  make any comments on it. That  i s  t h e  on ly  
one t h a t  I know o f ,  i-.hat I have had any d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h ,  on 
t h e  a l l e g e d  i n c i d e n t ,  sir. 

Q. Now, w e ' r e  going t o  t a k e  you back about  2 2  months 
t o  about  t h a t  t ime ,  and we know t h a t  memory i s  sometimes a 
f l e e t i n g  t h i n g .  A s  a consequence,  we may h e l p  you a l i t t l e  
b i t  t o  r e f r e s h  your  memory from time t o  t ime ,  b u t  w e  would ask 
t h a t  you t r y  t o  t e l l  us what you saw, what you h e a r d ,  and t h e  
impress ions  you gained th roughout  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p e r i o d  t h a t  
we w i l l  b e  r e l a t i n g  t o .  You had been t h e  command s e r g e a n t  
major under General  LIPSCOMB, I b e l i e v e ?  
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A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h e  change of  command ceremony f o r  
Colonel  HENDERSON t o  r e p l a c e  General  LIPSCOMB which took 
p l a c e  on 1 5  March? 

A.  Yes, sir. 

Q - NOW, w e  would unders tand t h a t  t h e  a f t e rnoon  of  t h e  
same day,  Colonel  HENDERSON proceeded t o  LZ D o t t i e  where he  

. b r i e f e d  t h e  commanders and t h e  s t a f f ,  and t h e  command a t  LZ 
~ o t t i e .  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember whether  I went w i t h  Colonel  HEND-
ERSON t h a t  a f t e rnoon  o r  n o t ,  a l though I d i d  accompany Colonel  
HENDERSON 9 9  p e r c e n t  of  t h e  t ime a s  I d i d  o t h e r  commanders. 
Now, i t ' s  p o s s i b l e ,  s i r ,  t h a t  I d i d  go t h a t  a f t e rnoon .  

Q. That  w a s  t h e  day t h a t  it took p l a c e ,  t h e  day b e f o r e  
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  w a s  i n i t i a t e d ?  

A. To p u t  myself a t  LZ D o t t i e  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a f t e r -
noon, I c o u l d n ' t  t r u t h f u l l y  s ay  I was t h e r e ,  a l though t h e r e  
was a 9 9  p e r c e n t  chance I was t h e r e  on t h a t  a f t e rnoon .  A s  I 
s a y ,  I accompanied a l l  of  t h e  commanders 99  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  
t i m e .  Very seldom they  went o u t  t h a t  I w a s n ' t  w i t h  them. I 
knew t h e r e  w a s  an o p e r a t i o n  coming up i n  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  we 
c a l l e d  P i n k v i l l e ,  and from i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s  and s o  f o r t h  
I knew it w a s  going t o  be  a rough o p e r a t i o n ,  s o  undoubtedly 
I w a s  t h e r e .  

Q. Well,  j u s t  t h i n k  a l i t t l e  whi le .  D i d  you have any-
t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  c l e a r i n g  o,ut General  LIPSCOMB o r  accompanying 
him any p l a c e ?  

A. N o ,  s ir .  I p a i d  my f i n a l  r e s p e c t s  t o  General  LIP-
SCOMB a t  t h e  a i r  t e r m i n a l  a t  Duc Pho, s i r ,  and he  f lew o u t  o f  
t h e r e  w i th  h i s  a i d e .  That  w a s  r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  change of  com-
mand ceremony. 

Q.  You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  Colonel  HENDERSON t a l k i n g  t o  them 
about  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  and p o i n t i n g  o u t  some o f  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  
happened du r ing  t h e  prev ious  o p e r a t i o n s  i n t o  t h i s  a r e a ,  and 
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t e l l i n g  them a t  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  he  wanted them t o  be agg res s ive  
and push i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  and n o t  g ive  t h e  enemy an oppor tun i ty  
t o  escape?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  But I t e l l  you, s i r ,  I used t o  
touch ground w i t h  t h e  commanders, b u t  I seldom went w i t h  them. 
I used t o  t a k e  o f f  and go and f i n d  t h e  s e r g e a n t  major of  t h e  
b a s e ,  o r  i f  he  wasn ' t  t h e r e  t h e  f i r s t  s e r g e a n t  of  t h e  s tand-  
down company, and go and t a l k  t o  t r o o p s .  On occas ion  I would 
have gone i n t o  t h e  TOC t o  g e t  a p i c t u r e ,  b u t  t h i s  w a s  no t  my 
procedure .  When I touched down on any of  t h o s e  f i r e  bases ,  
i f  t h e  d i v i s i o n  s e r g e a n t  major was t h e r e ,  I ' d  go f i n d  him, 
Then we would go t a l k  t o  t h e  t r o o p s .  I f  he  wasn ' t  t h e r e  a t  
any o f  t h e  L Z ' s  o r  any of t h e  f i re  suppor t  bases ,  t hen  I would 
go f i n d  t h e  s e n i o r  NCO. I f  t h e y  had a standdown company, t hen  
I would go and v i s i t  t h a t  company. I t  wasn ' t  p o l i c y  f o r  me t o  
go i n t o  t h e s e  b r i e f i n g s  a l though I was aware o f  o p e r a t i o n s ,  
and I used t o  keep c l o s e  c o n t a c t  wi th  people  t h a t  worked i n  
t h e  TOC. The NCO up a t  LZ ~ o t t i e ,  Sergeant  J O H N S O N ,  he  was 
t h e  a s s i s t a n t  o p e r a t i o n s  s e r g e a n t .  A t  t h e  t i m e  when Task Force  
Barker  w a s  i n s t i t u t e d ,  Sergeant  JOHNSON was t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  
s e r g e a n t ,  p l u s  t h e  a c t i n g  s e r g e a n t  major o f  t h e  t a s k  fo rce .  

Q- How w e l l  do you know Se rgean t  JOHNSON? 

A.  H e  and I became very c l o s e ,  s i r ,  a f t e r  Task Force  
Barker  w a s  d i s s o l v e d ,  because h e  moved back and took over  t h e  
b r igade  o p e r a t i o n s  job.  Se rgean t  Major KIRKPATRICK wanted a 
l i n e  b a t t a l i o n  and Sergeant  Major JEROE i n  4 / 3  g o t  wounded. 
I went t o  t h e  c o l o n e l  and asked i f  Se rgean t  Major KIRKPATRICK 
could  have t h e  b a t t a l i o n .  A s  a r e s u l t  of  t h i s ,  Se rgean t  JOHN-
SON moved i n t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  s e r g e a n t ' s  job i n  t h e  b r i g a d e ,  
and h e  sha red  my q u a r t e r s  w i t h  me a t  Duc Pho. 

Q - J u s t  t a l k i n g  about o p e r a t i o n s  s e r g e a n t s  i n  g e n e r a l ,  
how does h e  s t r i k e  you a s  a n , o p e r a t i o n s  s e r g e a n t ?  

A. S i r ,  I always found Sergeant  JOHNSON t o  be  a s t e p  
ahead of  everybody i n  t h e  admin phase o r  p lanning  phase  o f  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n .  H e  had t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  f o r s e e  what w a s  needed i n  
t h e  way o f  an admin o r d e r . o r  an o p e r a t i o n s  o r d e r .  H e  was a l -
ways ready t o  o r  a b l e  t o  have t h i s  s t u f f  i n  advance. He always 
impressed m e  w i th  h i s  t a c t i c a l  knowledge of  c e r t a i n  o p e r a t i o n s .  
I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  about  any one i n  s p e c i f i c ,  b u t  he  would be  able 
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t o  use  a map--just a couple  o f  N C O ' s ,  w e  would b e t  i n  f r o n t  
of  a map, and we've g o t  t h e  on ly  p o s s i b l e  s o l u t i o n  t o  an oper-
at ion--and h e  impressed m e ,  s i r ,  wi th  h i s  o p e r a t i o n a l  c a p a b i l i t y .  

Q H e  had been t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  s e r g e a n t  major o r  s e r -
gean t ,  I shou ld  s a y ,  f o r  Task Force  Barker? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q = O r  you might say  t h e  a c t i n g  s e r g e a n t  major? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  He was t h e  s e n i o r  NCO i n  Task Force  Bar-
k e r  and h e  was u t i l i z e d  i n  bo th  p o s i t i o n s ,  t h e  r e b u i l d i n g  of  
LZ D o t t i e  and i n  some c a p a c i t y  i n  t h e  de fense  o f  LZ D o t t i e .  
Every t ime I would go up t h e r e ,  he  would have something new t o  
show m e .  They had brought  o u t  fougasse ,  double-apron,  barbed-
w i r e  f ence ,  o r  any th ing  t o  deny t h e  enemy an approach i n t o  t h e  
LZ . 
Q. You have i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you normally f lew wi th  t h e  
b r i g a d e  commander? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

9 I n  t h e  C&C s h i p ,  d i d  you normally have a p a i r  of 
earphones a v a i l a b l e  t o  you? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I had my own helmet .  -

Q You could h e a r  what was going on i n  conve r sa t ions  
and s o  on? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Did you have two sets o r  d i d  you have t h r e e  w i t h  
double-lead l i n e s  on them? 

A. Two sets ,  s i r .  I used t o  c a l l  it a "Y" l i n e .  I 
could e i t h e r  t a l k  t o  t h e  p i l o t s  o r  t a l k  i n t o  t h e  in te rcom of  
t h e  s h i p ,  b u t  I could  moni tor  t h e  conve r sa t ions .  

Q. But your conso le ,  d i d  it have two o r  t h r e e  r a d i o s ?  

A.  Three  r a d i o s .  
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Q. There fo re ,  you had s i x  l e a d  l i n e s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. You had a t o t a l  of  s i x  jacks  on it a l l  t o l d ?  

R igh t ,  s i r .  

Q. An i n d i v i d u a l  ope ra t ed  t h e  r a d i o ,  and a l l  t h e  
r a d i o s  w e r e  working? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q NOW, i ' d  l i k e  t o  b r i n g  you down t o  t h e  morning of  
1 6  March, and I ' d  l i k e  you i n  your  own words t o  d e s c r i b e  t o  
me what happened on t h e  morning o f  16 March? 

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  even remember i f  I w a s  o u t  on t h a t  
o p e r a t i o n  t o  be  p e r f e c t l y  f r ank  about it. I d o n ' t  know what 
t h e  l o g  shows o r  i f  I was on t h a t  s h i p  t h a t  morning, b u t  i f  I 
was I would assume t h a t  I went t o  LZ D o t t i e .  Now, t h i s  opera-
t i o n  was a f a i r l y  l a r g e  one,  any th ing  t h a t  had t o  do wi th  t h a t  
a r e a  up t h e r e ,  as w e  c a l l e d  i t ,  P i n k v i l l e .  I remember one 
morning, b u t  I d o n ' t  remember i f  it was t h e  1 6 t h  o r  n o t .  I 
went w i t h  Colonel  HENDERSON 99  p e r c e n t  of  t h e  t ime ,  and I went 
w i th  General  LIPSCOMB and Colonel  DONALDSON. I f  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n  
was b i g  enough, I know t h a t  General  KOSTER w a s  t h e r e ,  and i f  h e  
was t h e r e ,  Sergeant  Majcr ROGERS was t h e r z .  I ' d  c f  l i n k e d  i n  
w i th  him t h a t  morning. I say  l i n k e d  i n  w i th  him. I con tac t ed  
him i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  Now, I have been over  My 
L a i  and I touched down i n  My L a i ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember s p e c i f i c  
d a t e s ,  s i r ,  and I am be ing  t r u t h f u l  about  t h a t .  My L a i  was a 
h o t  f i r e c r a c k e r  a s  f a r  a s  we w e r e  concerned.  There were a 
couple  o f  good N C O ' s  t h a t  w e r e  k i l l e d  t h e r e .  The on ly  i n c i d e n t  
t h a t  s t i c k s  o u t  i n  my mind concerns  General  LIPSCOMB, and it  
w a s  p r i o r  t o  16 March. Captain  M E D I N A ' s  company g o t  i n t o  a 
mine f i e ld  from t h e  back end of  i t ,  and t h i n g s  w e r e  s o  touchy 
t h e r e  t h a t  w e  c o u l d n ' t  even s e t  down wi th  a chopper. I t  was 
s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h a t  t h a t  w e  f i n a l l y  go t  an a r e a  s ecu red  and 
touched down and con tac t ed  Capta in  MEDINA. He had t aken  heavy 
c a s u a l t i e s  t h a t  day and w e  c o u l d n ' t  f i g u r e  o u t  how he  g o t  i n t o  
t h e  mine f i e ld  u n t i l  h e  d i scove red  he g o t  i n  through t h e  back 
end of it. But  on t h a t  s p e c i f i c  d a t e ,  s i r ,  I c a n ' t  t r u t h f u l l y  
s ay  t h a t  I w a s  on LZ D o t t i e .  I f  I was t h e r e ,  t hen  we probably 
went from t h e r e  t o  LZ Upt ight .  
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Q - I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  p r i m a r i l y  i n  t h i s  a i r p l a n e  wi th  
Colonel  HENDERSON. W e  have i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  you were on board.  
Where were you s i t t i n g  on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

'A. On t h e  jump s e a t ,  s i r ,  on t h e  r ight-hand s i d e .  

Q =  A s  you f a c e  t h e  f r o n t  on t h e  r ight-hand s i d e .  
T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

A. That  was my normal s e a t ,  on t h e  jump s e a t ,  sir .  
Well,  I guess  I was on t h a t  s p e c i f i c  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q L e t  me walk through a few t h i n g s ,  and I can 
probably r e f r e s h  your  memory. These should  f a i r l y  w e l l  s t a n d  
o u t  a s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  impor tan t  s i n c e  you had t h i s  headse t  on. 
You had t h i s  headse t  on and you w e r e  l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  conver-
s a t i o n ,  and would remember it. 

Before  I g e t  i n t o  t h i s ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  ask you one 
q u e s t i o n .  S ince  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  have you t a l k e d  t o  Sergeant  
Major JOHNSON? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q. Do you know where he  i s ?  

A. H e  i s  a t  F o r t  Benning, sir.  

Q .  You h a v e n ' t  t a l k e d  t o  him? 

A. N O ,  s ir .  

Q. This  i s  My La i  ( 4 )  a s  you can s e e  by t h e  o u t l i n e  
of it ( O r i e n t a t i o n  on M A P - 4 ) .  Now, t h e  l and ing  on t h i s  opera-
t i o n  took  p l a c e  w e s t  o f  My L a i  ( 4 )  i n  t h i s  a r e a  s t a r t i n g  a t  
about  1730, preceded by a p rep  o f  t h i s  a r e a  and t h e  western  
p o r t i o n  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  Colonel  HENDERSON'S h e l i c o p t e r  a r r i v e d  
i n  t h e  a r e a  about  t h e  t ime t h e  p rep  w a s  f i n i s h i n g .  There were 
two l i f t s ,  and t h i s  w a s  completed and t h e  t r o o p s  s t a r t e d  moving 
through t h i s  a r e a  a t  roughly 8 o ' c l o c k .  One of  t h e  f i r s t  
t h i n g s  t h a t  happened i n v o l v i n g  Colonel  HENDERSON'S h e l i c o p t e r  
had t o  do w i t h  some people  t h a t  had run o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  w i t h  
arms, and t h e  gunships  had knocked them down i n  t h e  r i c e  paddies  
up t o  t h e  n o r t h .  Colonel  HENDERSON f lew around t h e s e  bodies  a t  
a comparat ively  low l e v e l ,  and d i r e c t e d  a u n i t  of  t h e  ground 
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f o r c e s  t o  come o u t  and s e c u r e  t h e  weapons. This  went on f o r  
some t ime.  T h a t ' s  one i n c i d e n t .  Now, s t i l l  ano the r  one.  On 
t h e  r a d i o  p r i o r  t o  t h a t ,  one of  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g s  you should 
have heard  was t h e  t a l k  t h a t  t h e  gunships  and t h e  Warlords had 
a VC running up t h e  hedgerows up i n  h e r e  ( p o i n t i n g )  whom they 
were t a k i n g  under f i r e .  A f t e r  t hey  f i n i s h e d  up h e r e ,  t h e r e  
were a l o t  o f  people  s t reaming  o u t  of  t h e  f i e l d s  and o u t  on 
t h e  roads  heading on toward Quang Ngai i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n .  One 
of  t h e  a i r c r a f t  i s o l a t e d  two o r  t h r e e  of  t h e  people  who Were 
mi l i t a ry -age  m a l e s  and a t tempted  t o  evade. They had them 
pinned down i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  and they  h e l d  them t h e r e  u n t i l  t h e  
command and c o n t r o l  s h i p  could l a n d  and p ick  them up. They 
g a t  r i g h t  a longs ide  of  you, r i g h t  a longs ide  of Colonel  MACLACH-
LAN, wh i l e  you f lew o u t  and looked a t  t h e  l and ing  of  Bravo 
Company o u t  t h e r e  and then  proceeded back t o  LZ D o t t i e .  Now, 
c e r t a i n l y  you must have remembered t h a t ?  

A. Was Colonel  MACLACHLAN from t h e  A i r  Force? 

Q.  T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  H e  very seldom f lew w i t h  you, s o  
you should  remember h i s  having been on t h a t  a i r p l a n e  very w e l l .  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  I remember t h a t  now. 

Q- Do you remember who your  r a d i o  o p e r a t o r  was? H e  
i s  a boy from Alabama t h a t  had been wi th  General  LIPSCOMB? 

A. General  LIPSCOMB'S d r i v e r .  I c a n ' t  remen-her h i s  
name, s i r .  I can p i c t u r e  him i n  my mind. He was an E-5 and 
h e  drove General  LIPSCOMB a l l  t h e  t ime he was i n  Hawaii. 

Q. You probably had t o  show him q u i t e  a b i t  about 
o p e r a t i n g  t h a t  day because t h i s  was r e a l l y  h i s  f i r s t  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. I remember now. Yes, s i r .  Now t h a t  you have 
r e l i v e d  t h a t  f o r  m e ,  I do remember. 

Q - I want you t o  know t h a t  I know a g r e a t  d e a l  about 
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  and I know what you should  know i f  you were 
aboard t h a t  a i r p l a n e .  I f  y o u ' r e  a command s e r g e a n t  major and 
you d o n ' t  remember t h e s e ,  f r a n k l y  I ' d  be  g r e a t l y  concerned.  

A. The on ly  t h i n g  I d o n ' t  remember, s i r ,  i s  t h e  spe- 
c i f i c  d a t e .  I ' m  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  j u s t i f y  any th ing ,  but--  
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Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  But I ' v e  taken  you ove r  enough now 
s o  t h a t  you ought  t o  be  a b l e  t o  g e t  s t a r t e d .  Now, do you r e -
member t h i s  i n c i d e n t  up n o r t h  c i r c l i n g  wi th  Colonel  HENDERSON. 
You're l i s t e n i n g  t o  him now. This  i s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  he has  
been on an o p e r a t i o n ,  and t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  you w e r e  on an opera-
t i o n  w i t h  him, and he  i s  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  people  on t h e  ground 
t o  g e t  t h o s e  people  o u t  t h e r e  t o  p i c k  up t h o s e  weapons. You 
c i r c l e  around,  and t h e  people  g e t  o u t  and p i ck  up t h e  weapons 
and ho ld  up a weapon t o  show it t o  you. Don ' t  you remember 
t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  You mentioned Colonel  MACLACHLAN1s 
name, s i r .  I remember p i c k i n g  up and b r i n g i n g  people  back 
t o  LZ D o t t i e .  I remember now t h e  r a d i o  o p e r a t o r ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  
remember t h a t  man's name. 

Q .  Forge t  about  him because we know what h i s  name i s .  

A. I ' n  no t  t r y i n g  t o  remember h i s  name. I ' m  t r y i n g  
t o  go back t o  t h i s  one day and p i c k  it up. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  know 
what e l s e  I can add t o  t h a t ,  no k idd ing .  I ' m  t ry ing- -

Q . A l l  r i g h t .  Now, l e t  me t e l l  you what I want you 
t o  t e l l  m e  about .  You had t h e  earphones on,  and you were l i s -
t e n i n g  t o  a l l  t h i s  s t u f f  going back and f o r t h  and s o  on. You 
were on t h e  b r i g a d e  "push,"  b u t  you were a l s o  down on t h e  
b a t t a l i o n  "push,"  r i g h t ,  l i s t e n i n g  t o  w h a t ' s  going on? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q Did you h e a r  t h e  account  of  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  going 
i n ?  

A. S i r ,  I must have hea rd  it. I ' m  n o t  be ing  f a c e t -
i o u s  s a y i n g  i t ,  b u t  I j u s t  d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I say  by t h a t  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c  comments. The day i s  coming back t o  me now, 
and I h a v e n ' t  even t r i e d  t o  avoid anyth ing  h e r e .  When you 
come o u t  wi th  c e r t a i n  ins tances- -1  r e c a l l  Colonel  MACLACHLAN 
be ing  on t h e  chopper because it was u n u s u a l - f o r  him t o  go 
o u t .  I remember p i c k i n g  up people  t h a t  morning and b r i n g i n g  
them back t o  LZ Dot t i e .  

Q Do you remember h e a r i n g  r e p o r t s  be ing  c a l l e d  i n  
t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t hey  had a body count  of  one and then  they  
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had 1 4  more, and t h e n  they  had a  t o t a l  of 6 9  more, making a 
t o t a l  o f  84?  This  w a s  about  0830 i n  t h e  morning? 

(Witness i n d i c a t e s  i n  t h e  n e g a t i v e . )  

Do you remember one o f  t h e  people  on t h e  o t h e r  
r a d i o s  t a l k i n g  back and f o r t h  w i t h  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander, 
and a l s o  a conve r sa t ion  between t h e  command and c o n t r o l  h e l i -  
cop te r  of Colonel  BARKER and t h e  u n i t  commander on t h e  ground 
and Se rgean t  JOHNSON? You must have been zeroed i n  on him t o  
h e a r  what h e  had t o  s a y ,  f o r  example? 

A. S i r ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any of  t h o s e  conve r sa t ions .  
1'11 b e  t r u t h f u l  about  it. 

Q. Did you h e a r  any conve r sa t ion  from t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  
t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e r e  were a l o t  of c i v i l i a n s  g e t t i n g  k i l l e d  
down h e r e ,  and complaining about  i t ,  and then  marking bodies  OA 
down t h e r e  w i t h  smoke, wounded c i v i l i a n s ,  and r e q u e s t i n g  people  
t o  g e t  over  and g i v e  medical  a t t e n t i o n  o r  g e t  over  t o  c e r t a i n  
p l a c e s  and p i c k  up t h e  weapons? How o l d  a r e  you a t  t h e  pre -  
s e n t  t ime? 

A. I ' m  4 7 ,  sir.  

S i r ,  I ' l l  be f r ank  wi th  you. I d o n ' t  remember 
s p e c i f i c s .  I tock  p a r t  i n  them, I mean I ~ o n i t o r e d  them. 
That  w a s  a l l  t h a t  I eve r  done on them. I used t o  r a d i o  back 
t o  ou r  CP when w e  l e f t  an a r e a  and g ive  o u r  d e s t i n a t i o n  t o  
ano the r  a r e a ,  b u t  I wish I could  remember e v e r y t h i n g ,  s ir .  
Some o f  t h e s e  t h i n g s  I remember, b u t  t o  p i n  down conversa t ions- -  
You mentioned Sergeant  JOHNSON on t h e  r a d i o .  Now, t h i s  was 
unusual  because I d o n ' t  e v e r  r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  JOHNSON'S vo ice  
on t h e  r a d i o  b u t  a few t imes  du r ing  t h e  whole t ime t h a t  Task 
Force Barker  was i n  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q. This  causes  m e  g r e a t  concern,  very f r a n k l y ,  be- 

cause  h e r e  y o u ' r e  t h e  command s e r g e a n t  major of t h i s  b r igade .  

I ' v e  t aken  you t o  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  and I ' v e  t o l d  you a g r e a t  

d e a l  about  t h i s  t h i n g ,  and you have conkr ibu ted  n o t  one word. 


A. S i r ,  I t r u t h f u l l y  do n o t  remember conve r sa t ions .  

I n  f a c t ,  I wasn ' t  even s u r e  I was on t h i s  one s p e c i f i c  opera- 

t i o n .  
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Q. Other  people  p u t  you t h e r e .  

A .  I ' m  n o t  denying it ,  sir. 

Q - One t h i n g  t h a t  you d i d  a l l u d e  t o  i s  t h e  f a c t ,  Ser-
geant  Major WALSH, t h a t  you remembered p i c k i n g  up t h e  two i n -  
d i v i d u a l s ?  

A. And b r i n g i n g  them back t o  LZ D o t t i e .  I remember 
t h a t  day w a s  about  t h e  on ly  day t h a t  Colonel  MACLACHLAN was 
i n  t h e  chopper t o  my knowledge, wi th  me t h e r e ,  because I thought  
it was unusual .  When h e  jumped i n t o  t h e  chopper t h a t  morning, 
I was n o t  s u r p r i s e d ,  b u t  j u s t  looked and saw t h a t  he  was wi th  
us .  I ' l l  b e  t r u t h f u l ,  s i r ,  I wish I could  add t o  t h i s  b u t  I 
j u s t  d o n ' t  remember. Like I s a i d ,  I went on a l o t  o f  o p e r a t i o n s ,  
and r a d i o  conve r sa t ions  were very appa ren t  and ve ry  exces s ive .  
Like I s a i d ,  a l l  I eve r  d i d  was monitor them and t a l k  on t h e  
in te rcom w i t h  t h e  CO o r  whoever e l s e  w a s  aboard t h e  s h i p .  

Q. ~ u tyou could  h e a r  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  went on? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r . .  

Q. Every th ing  t h a t  came i n  .and o u t  o f  t h a t  chopper 
on t h a t  one channel  you could  hea r?  You w e r e  on t h e . s a m e  
channel  t h a t  t h e  b r igade  commander w a s  on? 

A. Normally, y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  I know how they  f u n c t i o n .  This  
i s  t h e  reason  why I know what you ought  t o  know, and y o u ' r e  
n o t  coming o u t  w i th  it. 

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  know how I can t e l l  you something 
t h a t  I c a n ' t  remember. I c a n ' t  remember s p e c i f i c s  and I 
c a n ' t  remember--number one,  I c a n ' t  remember s p e c i f i c  conver- 
s a t i o n s .  I c a n ' t  remember, and I ' m  n o t  l y i n g  t o  you, sir .  
I j u s t  d o n ' t  remember t h a t  one s p e c i f i c  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q. You'd l i k e  t o  make m e  t h i n k  t h a t  you w e r e n ' t  t h e r e ?  

A. No, s ir .  No, sir.  I r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t  there - -  
I w a s  n o t  aware--Like I s a y ,  I c o u l d n ' t  remember d a t e s .  I 
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c o u l d n ' t  remember when t h i s  i n c i d e n t  came o u t  whether I was 
i n  t h e  a i r  t h a t  day o r  n o t .  L ike  I s a y ,  s i r ,  t h e  only--every 
t ime t h a t  t h e  commander's chopper ,  Cha r l i e -Cha r l i e ,  warmed up 
I was on my way i n t o  it. This  was a lmost  every  day,  s i r ,  and 
I c o u l d n ' t  remember i f  I was an obse rve r  wi th  t h e  o l d  man 
on t h a t  s p e c i f i c  d a t e  o r - - u n t i l  you brought  o u t  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
o f - - l i k e  I say ,  every  t i m e  t h e  Cha r l i e -Cha r l i e  t u r n e d  ove r ,  
I was i n  t h e  p lane .  With e x c e p t i o n s ,  t h e r e  were t imes  t h a t  
I wasn ' t .  

Q- L e t  m e  t e l l  you ano the r  t h i n g  t h a t  you should 
have heard .  You should  have heard  some conve r sa t ion  concer-
n ing  some mor ta rs  o r  mortar  rounds be ing  found on t h a t  h i l l ,  
H i l l  85, down t h e r e ,  t h e  Warlords r e p o r t i n g  i t ,  and t h e  War-
l o r d s  a r r a n g i n g  t o  go i n  and p ick  them up? 

A. S i r ,  was t h e r e  any--on t h i s  s p e c i f i c  o p e r a t i o n ,  
w a s  t h e r e  any a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  given of a South Vietnamese u n i t  
moving--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  There were no South Vietnamese u n i t s  
on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  Now, when you f lew down t o  p i ck  up t h o s e  
two PW's,  how w e r e  t h e y  d re s sed?  

A. They w e r e n ' t  i n  m i l i t a r y  uniform, s i r ,  t h a t  I know. 

Q Did they  have b l ack  pajamas on? Did they  have any 
uppers on? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember, s ir .  I d o n ' t  remember i f  t hey  
had b l ack  pajamas o r  what on. This  w a s n ' t  t h e  on ly  t ime w e  
went down a f t e r  people .  

Q - These w e r e  s ea t ed '  r i g h t  a longs ide  of  Colonel  MAC-
LACHLAN, t h e  two o f  them. This  would p u t  them on your  immed-
i a t e  r i g h t ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  remember how they  were d re s sed ,  s i r .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  f l y i n g  o u t  h e r e  t o  t h e  e a s t  i n  t h i s  
a r e a  ( p o i n t i n g )  and s e e i n g  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  shoo t  i n  i t s  prep? 
Who e l s e  normally f lew i n  t h e  C & C  s h i p  wi th  Colonel  HENDERSON? 

A. I t  v a r i e d .  Sometimes it was t h e  S3; sometimes i t  
was t h e  S2. 
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Q. Y e s ,  b u t  t h e r e  was one o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l  who nor- 
mally f lew w i t h  him a g r e a t  d e a l  of t h e  t ime? Who commanded 
your  a r t i l l e r y ?  

A. Colonel  BARNARD, sir.  

Q.  BARNARD? 

A. You're t a l k i n g  about  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  commander? 

Q. Yes, a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. H e  had s h o r t ,  w h i t e  h a i r  and smoked c i g a r s .  

Q.  W e l l ,  do you remember Colonel  LUPER? 

A. LUPER. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q - Do you remember o u t  on t h i s  si tuation--remember 
now, t h i s  is t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  Colonel  HENDERSON had been o u t  on 
an o p e r a t i o n .  This  i s  t h e  f i r s t  t ime you had been w i t h  him. 
The h e l i c o p t e r s  came i n .  The f i r s t  l i f t  came i n  and t h e  a r -
t i l l e r y  h a d n ' t  l i f t e d ,  and Colonel  HENDERSON w a s n ' t  t o o  happy. 
A few words w e r e  passed  back and f o r t h  on t h e  in te rcom about  
s t r a i g h t e n i n g  o u t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  s o  t hey  would know when t o  
l i f t  t h e i r  f i r e ?  

A. S i r ,  am I d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  o t h e r  people  t h a t  I c a n ' t  
remember t h e s e  conve r sa t ions?  I ' m  a s k i n g  a q u e s t i o n s  h e r e  be- 
cause  I am embarrassed.  

Q. This  i s n ' t  on ly  conve r sa t ion .  This  i s  l i n k i n g  a 
conve r sa t ion  wi th  a p a r t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n ,  and t h i s  i s  t h e  t h i n g  
t h a t  I c a n ' t  unders tand.  You remember no th ing  about  even be ing  
given a l l  t h i s .  You remember no th ing .  What causes  me concern 
i s  t h a t  you a r e  one o f  t h e  s e n i o r  noncommissioned o f f i c e r s  o f  
t h e  Army, and n o t  coming through on something l i k e  t h i s  would 
cause  me concern very f r a n k l y .  

A * .  I j u s t  d o n ' t  remember t h o s e  s p e c i f i c s ,  and I ' l l  
be t r u t h f u l  w i th  you, s i r .  
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Q. Well,  w e ' l l  go f u r t h e r  and s e e  if you can remember 
a l i t t l e  b i t .  Do you remember going from o u t  h e r e  on t h e  c o a s t -
l i n e  back t o  LZ D o t t i e  w i t h  t h e s e  two VC s u s p e c t s  o r  PW1s? of 
course ,  t h e s e  undoubtedly were t u r n e d  over  f o r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  
Whether you went w i t h  t h e  command group i n t o  t h e  TOC I wouldn 't 
&now a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  b u t  do you remember t h a t  t h e  two p r i s o n e r s  
gurned o u t  n o t  t o  b e  p r i s o n e r s  and tu rned  o u t  t o  be  PF who had 
been cap tured  by t h e  V i e t  Cong. When t h e  people  were going 
down t h e  road ,  t hey  took  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t r y  t o  escape? 

A .  Yes, s i r ,  I remember t h a t  i n c i d e n t  and I remember 
when they  tu rned  o u t  t o  be  popula r  f o r c e s .  T h a t ' s  coming back 
t a  me. I remember t h a t  day because I found o u t  l a t e r  t h a t  
th@yw e r e  members o f  t h e  PF. I remember t h a t  s p e c i f i c  i n c i -
d e p t  . 
Q. Do you remember a l s o  t h a t  b e f o r e  you took o f f  
General  KOSTER came i n ,  and General  KOSTER and Colonel  HENDER- a3 
SON t a l k e d  t h e r e  f o r  some kime n e a r  t h e  l and ing  pad perhaps? C\d 

A. This  w a s  on D o t t i e .  I f  I r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  Sergeant  
Major ROGERS w a s  w i th  them too .  To my knowledge, I d i d n ' t  
t a k e  any p a r t  i n  t h a t  conve r sa t ion  wi th  General  KOSTER and lX3 
Colonel  HENDERSON. 

Q No, b u t  t h e  t h i n g  it would seem l i k e  you could  o r  
would do i s  t o  go ove r  and t a l k  t o  Sergeant  Major ROGERS, and 
he  would ask w h a t ' s  going on,  how b i g  an o p e r a t i o n  t h i s  i s ,  
o r  what you saw and what 'you  know about  t h i s  t h i n g ?  

A .  I remember when we landed.  The two s u s p e c t s  w e  
p u t  on a q u a r t e r  t o n  and brought  down i n t o  t h e  TOC a r e a .  Not 
t h e  TOC a r e a ,  b u t  below t h e  h i l l .  I t  was Sabt2r 6 .  That  was 
General  KOSTER's ca l l  s i g n ,  because I s tood  up on t h e  pad w i t h  
Sergeant  Major ROGERS. I probably d i d  b r i e f  him on t h e  opera-
t i o n .  I wish I could come o u t  and g ive  you a running resume 
o f  t h a t  d a t e  and t h a t  morning, b u t  I j u s t  c a n ' t  go i n  t h a t  
sequence. You know, s i r ,  you mentioned somet h i n g  about  p i c k i n g  
up t h e  s u s p e c t s  and General  KOSTER coming down. These f l a s h -
backs I recognize  as f l a shbacks  b u t  I c a n ' t  s i t  h e r e  and j u s t  
g i v e  you a resume o f  what went on on t h a t  s p e c i f i c  d a t e .  

Q W e l l ,  I ' l l  t a k e  you j u s t  a couple  s t e p s  f u r t h e r .  
Very f r a n k l y ,  Se rgean t  Major WALSH, you i n d i c a t e d  f i r s t  t h i s  

# 
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was a  b i g  o p e r a t i o n  and a l s o  t h i s  is  Colonel  HENDERSON'S f i r s t  
day. You had a new r a d i o  o p e r a t o r  i n  t h e r e  by t h e  name o f  
ADCOCK who had been wi th  you, wi th  General  LIPSCOMB, and you 
were probably t each ing  him t o  o p e r a t e  t h e  r a d i o  and work on 
it. P a r t i c u l a r l y  w i th  t h e s e  f i g u r e s  o f  84 k i l l e d  by 0830 i n  
t h e  morning which, up t o  t h i s  t ime ,  w a s  by f a r  t h e  l a r g e s t  
number t h a t  had been k i l l e d  w i t h i n  t h e  11 th  Brigade s i n c e  you 
a r r i v e d  i n  count ry ,  it had t h e  earmarks o f  a  h i g h l y  s u c c e s s f u l  
o p e r a t i o n ,  and you say ,  " I  c a n ' t  remember." I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  it .  

A. S i r ,  I beg you, s i r ,  t o  b e a r  w i t h  m e .  I had a 
l o t  of  doubt  i n  my mind when t h i s  t h i n g  f i r s t  broke and they  
had t h e  d a t e s .  I had a doubt  i n  my mind, w a s  I o r  was I n o t  
i n  t h a t  chopper on t h a t  s p e c i f i c  d a t e .  I k e p t  no r eco rds  o r  
no l o g  o r  n o t e s .  Any o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  we had i n  P i n k v i l l e  w a s  
a b i g  o p e r a t i o n  because they  s a i d  nobody could e v e r  c l ean  it 
up. L ike  I s a y ,  s i r ,  I never  k e p t  any mementos o r  l o g s  o r  
any th ing ,  o r  any record .  I t  w a s  even doub t fu l  i n  my mind when , 

I walked i n t o  t h i s  room today whether o r  n o t  I w a s  a c t u a l l y  
w i t h  t h e  b r i g a d e  commander on t h a t  s p e c i f i c  d a t e .  I say  t h i s ,  
s i r ,  i n  a l l  t r u t h f u l n e s s  now. You brought  me back w i t h  t h e  
people  t h a t  w e r e  i n  t h e  chopper. I had t o  b e  on t h a t  chopper 
because I remember s p e c i f i c a l l y  Colonel  MACLACHLAN. I remember 
t h e  pickup of  t h e  two s u s p e c t s  a f t e r  you brought  it t o  my 
a t t e n t i o n .  I remember l a t e r  on t h a t  t h e s e  people  were PF ' s .  
I remember t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  b u t  I wish I could t a k e  you, s i r ,  
through t h e  whole t h i n g ,  b u t  I j u s t  c a n ' t .  

Q - I want t o  p o i n t  o u t  t o  you one t h i n g .  You remem- 
b e r  on t h a t  i n s t r u c t i o n  s h e e t  t h a t  you r ece ived  t h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  
t h i n g s  t h a t  I a m  t o  do. . I a m  t o  look a t  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and 

' t o  determine whether  it was adequate  o r  no t .  Secondly,  I am 
t o  look a t  t h e  s u f f i c i e n c y  of  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  t h e  reviews 
of  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  determine whether  they  were proper  o r  
no t .  T h i r d l y ,  I am t o  t r y  t o  de te rmine  and submit  f i n d i n g s  
and recommendations on whether o r  n o t  t h e r e  was any suppres s ion  
of in format ion  o r  coverup o f  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  by anybody who may 
have been involved  i n  i t ?  

A. . Y e s ,  s i r ,  I remember r ead ing  t h a t .  

Q .  Now, when you p icked  up t h o s e  two s u s p e c t s  down 

t h e r e ,  you w e r e  r i g h t  t h e r e  l i f t i n g  o f f .  You d o n ' t  j u s t  l i f t  
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o f f  s t r a i g h t  up, you have t o  make a run.  Do you remember whcn 
you depar ted  from t h a t  a r e a  w i t h  t h o s e  two VC s u s p e c t s ,  do you 
remember s e e i n g  any bod ie s  down i n  t h a t  a r e a  a long  t h e  road o r  
on t h e  road o r  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ?  

A. No, s ir .  T r u t h f u l l y ,  I d o n ' t  r e c o l l e c t  any a long  
t h a t  road o r  o u t  i n  t h a t  f i e l d .  No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

'Q Do you remember d e p a r t i n g  from LZ D o t t i e  a f t e r  
General  KOSTER depa r t ed ,  Saber  6? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember where w e  went,  s i r ,  from t h e r e .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e  b r igade  commander had a 
meeting scheduled w i t h  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f  of  Quang Ngai Pro-
v ince  a t  Quang Ngai C i t y ,  h i s  f i r s t  o f f i c i a l  c a l l  upon Colonel  
K H I E N ,  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f ?  I t  was about  11 o ' c l o c k  t h a t  mor-
ning? 

A. I remember going t o  Quang Ngai, s i r ,  w i t h  Colonel  
HENDERSON. I went i n t o  t h e  compound. 

Q. Where d i d  you land?  Do you r e c a l l ?  

A. I am t r y i n g  t o  remember whether we landed  i n  t h a t  
b a s e b a l l  f i e l d  o r  a c o n c r e t e  pad by a r e s i d e n t i a l  s e c t i o n  where '  
t h e r e  w e r e  houses i n  t h e  area. We used t o  l and  sometimes i n  
a b a s e b a l l  f i e l d  o r  a b a s e b a l l  diamond. 

Q They c a l l e d  it t h e  s o c c e r  f i e l d ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  The s o c c e r  f i e l d .  

Q. And t h e  o t h e r  f i e l d  o r  p l a c e  was what t hey  c a l l e d  
a Tropo pad? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  That  was a conc re t e  pad. I d o n ' t  re-
member  which one w e  went i n t o .  A s  a r u l e  t h e r e  was only  one 
q u a r t e r  t o n ,  and normally t h e  b r i g a d e  commander and whoever 
i n  t h e  s t a f f  was w i t h  him would r i d e  i n  t h e  v e h i c l e .  I normally 
wa i t ed  i n  t h e  p l a n e ,  o r  i f  t h e r e  was room I would go i n t o  t h e  
compound and s e e  t h e  N C O ' s  and t h e  American a d v i s o r s  t h e r e .  
I d o n ' t  remember whether I d i d  go i n t o  t h e  compound t h a t  day. 
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Q Now, do you remember b e f o r e  you g o t  t o  Quang Ngai 
you went back t o  My L a i  and f lew over  t h e  a r e a ?  

A .  S i r ,  i f  we d i d  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
going back t o  My La i  from t h e r e .  

Q. Do you remember f l y i n g  low l e v e l  ove r  t h i s  area 
( p o i n t i n g )  and coming a c r o s s  h e r e  and around h e r e  and down 
around h e r e  and back ove r  h e r e  a t  somewhat a low l e v e l .  Some 
people  d e s c r i b e  it a s  low a s  50 f e e t  ove r  t h e  ground, and 
o t h e r  people  d e s c r i b e  it as 1 0 0  f e e t .  There a r e  some people  
t h a t  i n d i c a t e  you came i n  p r e t t y  h igh?  

A. Colonel  HENDERSON, s i r ,  l i k e d  t h e  low-level .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  coming i n t o  t h a t  v i l l a g e ,  f l y i n g
around,  l ook ing  down i n t o  t h a t  v i l l a g e ,  and s e e i n g  bodies  
w i t h i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  By t h i s  t i m e  q u i t e  a b i t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  
i s  on f i r e ,  and t h e r e  i s  a l o t  of  smoke and f lames coming o u t  
o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. S i r ,  l i k e  I s a i d ,  I wish I could  r ecoun t ,  b u t  I 
d o n ' t  remember doing t h a t .  I ' m  n o t  s ay ing  I w a s n ' t  t h e r e .  
The on ly  way I can e x p l a i n  it i s  t h a t  I was o u t  s o  damn much 
wi th  t h e  b r i g a d e  commander. And we low-leveled,  t h a t  was 
Colonel  HENDERSON'S byword, s i r .  I wish I could  remember, 
sir. I know I must look l i k e  a f o o l ,  b u t  I j u s t  c a n ' t  p u t  
myself t h e r e  t h a t  s p e c i f i c  day and r ecoun t  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  
I heard  o r  s a w .  

Q- A l l  r i g h t .  A f t e r  you l e f t  Quang Ngai C i t y ,  you 
went back t o  Duc Pho. Do you remember General  DOLEMAN coming 
i n ,  a l i e u t e n a n t  gene ra l ?  This  i s  i n t o  LZ Bronco? 

A. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  remember who--General DOLEMAN. 

Q. He had been t h e  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f  o f  USARPAC, and 
h e  had r e t i r e d  from t h e  Army. A t  t h a t  t ime he  was on a spe-
c i a l  job,  and c a l l e d  back t o  a c t i v e  du ty  t o  conduct  a survey 
and a s tudy  on s t r a t e g i c  communications? 

A. The name i s  f a m i l i a r ,  s i r ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  p u t  him 
t h e r e  t h a t  day. 
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Q Do you remember Saber  6 coming i n  i n  t h e  middle 
o f  t h e  a f t e rnoon  t o  p i c k  up General  DOLEMAN around 1500 o r  
1510, s t a y i n g  about  25 minutes ,  and then  d e p a r t i n g ?  

A. . S i r ,  General  KOSTER was always i n  and o u t  o f  t h a t  
bas&. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  p l a c e  General  DOLEMAN t h e r e  t h a t  day. A s  
I s a y ,  t h a t  name rung a b e l l ,  b u t  I had him i n  I11 MAF. He i s  
obvious ly  n o t  w i t h  I11 MAF. I know what y o u ' r e  t h i n k i n g ,  s i r ,  
b u t  I--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Do you remember going back t o  LZ 
D o t t i e  w i t h  General  KOSTER and General  DOLEMAN and Colonel 
HENDERSON, and be ing  b r i e f e d  by Colonel BARKER on t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. S i r ,  i f  t h e  r eco rds  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t hey  were back 
t h e r e  and I went wi th  them--I d o n ' t  remember any b r i e f i n g  be-
cause  l i k e  I s a y ,  t h a t  would be  one b r i e f i n g  I wou ldn ' t  go i n .  
That  b r i e f i n g  room w a s  r a t h e r  s m a l l ,  and I s t a y e d  o u t  of  t h e r e .  
Not s t a y e d  o u t  o f  t h e r e  £or  t h e  reason of  s t a y i n g  o u t ,  b u t  
sometimes I j u s t  d i d n ' t  have any bus ines s  be ing  i n  t h e r e .  

Q. Coming c l e a r  back now t o  when you w e r e  up i n  t h i s  
a r e a  and s o  f o r t h  i n  t h e  e a r l y  hours  of  t h e  morning, and you 
a r e  moni tor ing  o r  l i s t e n i n g  i n  on t h e  n e t  of t h e  b r i g a d e  com-
mander, do you remember any th ing  about ,  " I  d o n ' t  want any un-
necessary  k i l l i n g  going on down t h e r e " ?  Do you remember a 
s t a t e m e n t  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A .  S i r ,  I ' v e  hea rd  t h a t  l a s t  s t a t emen t  b e f o r e ,  b u t  n o t  
from Colonel  HENDERSON. This  i s  what was confus ing  t o  me. I 
know General  LIPSCOMB wasn ' t  t h e r e ,  b u t  t h a t  was h i s  p e t  r e -
mark t o  a l l  t h e  commanders, " I  d o n ' t  want no unnecessary k i l -
l i n g . "  I d o n ' t  e v e r  remember h e a r i n g  Colonel  HENDERSON s a y i n g  
it. I ' m  n o t  s a y i n g  h e  d i d n ' t  say  i t ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember 
him say ing  it t h a t  s p e c i f i c  d a t e .  Because General  LIPSCOMB, 
I have hea rd  him say  t h a t  numerous t imes.  The same would apply 
t o  t h e  burn ing  of  houses o r  q u a r t e r s .  

MR MACCRATE: Do I unders tand  t h a t  you were never  aware o f  
any concern on Colonel  HENDERSON'S p a r t  i n  t h i s  r ega rd?  You 
seem t o  a s s o c i a t e  it w i t h  General  LIPSCOMB, b u t  a s  f a r  as 
Colonel  HENDERSON w a s  concerned t h i s  was no matter t o  him, 
i f  t h e r e  w a s  unnecessary k i l l i n g ?  
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A. No, no. I ' m  n o t  s ay ing  t h a t ,  b u t  I v i v i d l y  remem-
b e r  General  LIPSCOMB say ing  t h i s  on numerous occas ions .  By 
numerous I mean t h a t  about  every  t ime General  LIPSCOMB would 
f l y  over  an o p e r a t i o n  and h e  s a w  smoke, he  would a c t u a l l y  g e t  
d i s t u r b e d  because t h e r e  was unnecessary burn ing  of  houses and 
s o  f o r t h .  H e  used t o  make t h i s  a p o i n t  a t  h i s  b r i e f i n g s  i n  t h e  
evening.  H e  would make t h i s  a s t a t e m e n t  of f a c t  a t  h i s  b r i e f -  
i n g s .  Colonel  HENDERSON undoubtedly has  s a i d  it, s i r ,  b u t  I 
remember General  LIPSCOMB s a y i n g  it more so .  

Q- Would you d e s c r i b e  f o r  m e  what Colonel  HENDERSON 
looked t o  you t o  do? What w e r e  your  d u t i e s  f o r  Colonel  HENDER-
SON? 

A. General  LIPSCOMB was a d i f f e r e n t  t ype  o r  a d i f -
f e r e n t  c a l i b e r  o f f i c e r  than  Colonel  HENDERSON. Colonel  HENDER-
SON was r a t h e r  q u i e t  and a very methodical  man. I never  f e l t  
a s  c l o s e  t o  Colonel  HENDERSON a s  I d i d  t o  General  LIPSCOMB. 
General  LIPSCOMB was a , s o l d i e r 1 s  s o l d i e r .  The man would t h i n k  
no th ing  about  g e t t i n g  o u t  and mingl ing wi th  t h e  t r o o p s .  

(2. What d i d  Colonel  HENDERSON want you t o  do f o r  him? 
What d i d  h e  look t o  you t o  do when you accompanied him? You 
s a y  you were always on t h a t  p lane .  Now, you must have had a 
job t o  do and h e  must have looked t o  you f o r  something? Did 
you j u s t  s i t  t h e r e  o r  was t h e r e  something t h a t  you d i d ?  

A. H e  never  de f ined  my d u t i e s ,  sir .  When w e  would 
l e a v e  f o r  t h e  day, I would ask t h e  c o l o n e l .  Sometimes w e  had 
an i t i n e r a r y ,  and sometimes w e  d i d n ' t .  H e  w a s  a g r e a t  one f o r  
j u s t  g e t t i n g  up and moving o u t  o f  t h e  TOC and g e t t i n g  o u t  o f  
t h e  a r e a  u n l e s s  I w a s  i n  t h e r e  where I could  h e a r  t h e  Cha r l i e -  
C h a r l i e  warming up. He a c t u a l l y  never  gave me s p e c i f i c  d u t i e s ,  
s a t  me down and t a l k e d  t o  me i n  Vietnam and t o l d  m e  t h i s  i s  
what I s p e c i f i c a l l y  want you t o  do. 

Q. Where d i d  you come i n t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  What d i d  
h e  expec t  o f  you when h e  took you on an o p e r a t i o n  l i k e  t h i s ?  
There a r e n ' t  t h a t  many seats on a chopper. You go a long  and 
what does h e  have you doing? Does h e  want you t o  keep t a b s  
on anyth ing  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ?  

A. H e  had no s p e c i f i c  d u t i e s  f o r  m e  as f a r  as keep-
ing t a b s  on s p e c i f i c  t h i n g s .  My main i n t e r e s t  t hen  was t o  
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g e t  o u t  t o  t h e s e  FSB's o r  f i r e  suppor t  bases  and t h e s e  EZ ' s  
and t a l k  t o  t h e  t r o o p s  about:  RLR, promotions--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Now, look .  You're on an o p e r a t i o n ,
Se rgean t  WALSH, and y o u ' r e  going on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n .  
You're n o t  going t o  t a l k  about  R&R and d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  t h e  . 
t r o o p s .  J u s t  what were you t h e r e  f o r ?  I am f r ank  t o  s ay  t h a t  
I d o n ' t  unders tand ,  from e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  you have desc r ibed  t o  
u s ,  why h e  would b o t h e r  t o  t a k e  you a long? 

A. What y o u ' r e  a s k i n g  m e ,  s i r ,  i s  d i d  he d e l e g a t e  o r  
d e s i g n a t e  a s p e c i f i c  du ty  t o  m e  aboard t h a t  chopper? The 
answer i s  n e g a t i v e ,  sir.  H e  d i d  n o t .  

Q • When you g o t  back t o  Duc Pho a t  t h e  end of  t h e  
day,  what d i d  you do f o r  him, anyth ing?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  f o r  him p e r s o n a l l y .  I f  I had any-
t h i n g  t o  d i s c u s s  w i t h  him r e l a t i v e  t o  anyth ing  I p icked  up '3.4 

t h a t  day o r  i n fo rma t ion  concerning t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  t r o o p s  i n  c'3 

standdown a r e a s ,  o r  maybe a r e q u e s t  f o r  more people  and t h e  
sho r t age  o f  key personne l  w i t h i n  a squad o r  something a long  
t h i s  n a t u r e ,  w e  would d i s c u s s  it. 

LZ 

But you had no s p e c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a s  t o  an d
Q 
o p e r a t i o n  o r  what you w e r e  t o  do a f t e r  an o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. L ike  a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t s ?  No, sir.  I d i d  n o t .  

10: What M r .  MACCRATE i s  a sk ing  you, and i t ' s  a very 
s imple  and s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  q u e s t i o n ,  he j u s t  d i d n ' t  have you 
a long  as b a l l a s t  f o r  t h a t  a i r c r a f t  because they  w e r e  always 
h u r t i n g  f o r  space  and s o  on. I f  you had no th ing  t o  do and 
t h e r e  was no th ing  expected o f  you, t h e  q u e s t i o n  would be ,  
"What i n  t h e  h e l l  were you doing t h e r e ? "  

A. Colonel  HENDERSON, s i r ,  never--

Q • ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No. Don ' t  t e l l  me what Colonel  
HENDERSON t o l d  you. What w e r e  you do ing ,  j u s t  occupying a 
s e a t ?  

A. B a s i c a l l y ,  s i r ,  I guess I was j u s t  l ook ing ,  s i r ,  
as f a r  a s  t h a t  goes.  Like I s a y ,  I d i d n ' t  have a s p e c i f i c  
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assignment on t h a t  a i r c r a f t  a s  such.  W e  go t  t o  Vietnam. 
General  LIPSCOMB had a p o l i c y ,  "Where I go, you go." H e  wan-
ted m e  t o  g e t  o u t  and t a l k  t o  t r o o p s  and v i s i t  t h e  h o s p i t a l s .  
O f  course ,  we did t h a t  t o g e t h e r .  Th i s  w a s  General  LIPSCOMB1s 
p o l i c y .  A l o t  o f  them c a r r i e d  over  i n t o  Colonel HENDERSON'S 
command t ime.  

MR MACCRATE: Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t a l k i n g  t o  Major 
MCKNIGHT i n  t h e  course  of  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  when you were f l y i n g  
around on t h e  chopper? 

A. Major MCKNIGHT? Do I r e c a l l  having a conversa-
t i o n  wi th  Major MCKNIGHT? 

Q Yes. During t h e  cour se  of t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any conve r sa t ion  wi th  
Major MCKNIGHT on t h i s  s p e c i f i c  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q. You d o n ' t  remember t a l k i n g  t o  him a f t e r  t h e  opera-
t i o n  and reviewing t h i s ?  This  was a p r e t t y  b i g  t h i n g .  This 
w a s  p l a s t e r e d  a l l  over  your b r igade  newspaper. I t  was t h e  
b i g g e s t  t h i n g  s i n c e  you a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam? 

A. Br igade newspaper? N o .  I d o n ' t  reca l l .  t a l k i n g  
t o  Major MCKNIGHT. I d o n ' t  s ay  I d i d n ' t .  Don' t  g e t  m e  wrong, 
s ir .  That  b r i g a d e  newspaper--I a m  j u s t  r e c a l l i n g  what I re -
member--12 8. 

Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  be ing  t o l d  t h a t  
t h i s  is one t h i n g  t h a t  you are n o t  t o  t a l k  about ,  t h i s  opera-
t i o n ?  

A. No, sir .  I never  was t o l d  t h a t ,  sir. Not t o  my 
knowledge, sir ,  was I eve r  instructed--when t h i s  t h i n g  broke 
i n  t h e  news media I was shocked. I say  I was shocked. I was 
amazed because t h a t ' s  when I began i n  my own mind t o  p u t  myself 
somewhere t h a t  day. I c o u l d n ' t  remember t h a t  s p e c i f i c  d a t e .  

I0: Now t h a t  you have mentioned a f i g u r e  of  1 2 8 ,  l e t ' s  
come r i g h t  back t o  t h a t  f i g u r e .  You must remember t h e  o t h e r  
s t a t i s t i c s  t h a t  were a s s o c i a t e d  with  t h i s  ope ra t ion?  
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A. I n  what a s p e c t ,  s i r .  I remember r ead ing  t h a t  i n  
t h a t  b r igade  newspaper. 

Q - Before  we g e t  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  newspaper, you knew 
it way b e f o r e  t h i s  newspaper came o u t .  I f  y o u ' r e  a s e r g e a n t  
major ,  you would have known it .  You would have known it from 
t h e  evening b r i e f i n g ,  f o r  example. You a t t e n d e d  t h e  evening 
b r i e f i n g  , didn 't you? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. You knew it, then .  Also i f  you a r e  a command ser-
c$eant major ,  you are i n  and o u t  of  t h e  TOC p e r i o d i c a l l y  t o  s e e  
how t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  a r e  go ing ,  and you t a l k  t o  t h e  people  and 
noncommissioned o f f i c e r s  and s o  on.  So you know w h a t ' s  going 
on b e f o r e  t h e  b r igade  newspaper comes o u t  a week l a t e r .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I was i n  t h e  TOC d a i l y .  That  f i g u r e  
j u s t  cropped up i n  my mind. L ike  I say t h a t  f i gu re - - I  remem-
b e r  t h a t .  I d o n ' t  know i f  t h a t ' s  t h e  r i g h t  f i g u r e  o r  n o t ,  
t h e  f i g u r e  128. 

Q I t  is  t h e  r i g h t  f i g u r e  and o t h e r  f i g u r e s  a r e  2 
U.S. K I A ,  11 U.S. WIA, and 3 weapons cap tured .  Those ought  t o  
r i n g  a b e l l ?  

(Witness i n d i c a t e s  i n  t h e  n e g a t i v e . )  

Do you r e c a l l  any d i s c u s s i o n  about t h i s ?  How 
could  you k i l l  128 and on ly  have 3 weapons? 

A. T h a t ' s  n o t  l o g i c a l ,  s i r ,  i n  my e s t i m a t i o n .  

Q Well,  d i d  you h e a r  any conve r sa t ion  about  t h i s  i n  
t h e  TOC o r  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  o r  d i d  Colonel  HENDERSON ask  any-
t h i n g  about  i t ?  Did anybody make any e f f o r t  t o  f i n d  o u t  why 
t h i s  d i s p a r i t y  between weapons and t h e  l a r g e s t  body count  you 
had? 

MR MACCRATE: Do you eve r  remember t h a t  be ing  t a l k e d  about?  

A. S i r ,  y o u ' r e  probably going t o  t h i n k  I ' m  ly ing . ,  
b u t  I d o n ' t  remember any s p e c i f i c  conversa t ion .  This  probably , 
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was d i s c u s s e d ,  b u t  I j u s t  c a n ' t  s ay  what t h e  idioms o f  t h a t  
d i s c u s s i o n  w e r e .  I d o n ' t  remember t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  n i g h t .  
There  was a b r i e f i n g  every  n i g h t  a t  about  1700 hour s ,  every  
day.  

Q Do you remember t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  s e r g e a n t
abou t  t h i s ?  

A. Which one,  s i r ,  Se rgean t  JOHNSON o r  t h e  b r i g a d e  
o p e r a t i o n s  s e r g e a n t ?  

Q The b r igade  o p e r a t i o n s  s e r g e a n t ?  

I0  : L e t  t h e  r eco rd  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  Colonel  MILLER jo ined  
t h e  hea r ing .  

A. I probably d i d  d i s c u s s  it w i t h  somebody. ' I d o n ' t  
remember whether  it was Se rgean t  Major KIRKPATRICK o r  n o t .  I 
d o n ' t  remember any of t h e  conve r sa t ion  w i t h  him. 

MR MACCRATE: Do you remember t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  s e r -
gean t  about  i t ?  

A. Would t h a t  b e  Se rgean t  GERBERDING? 

T h a t ' s  r i g h t ?  

A. I t ' s  s o  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  me t o  remember who I t a l k e d  
wi th .  

Q- Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  Colonel  HENDERSON, 
Colonel  BARKER, Major MCKNIGHT, Se rgean t  KIRKPATRICK, o r  Ser-
gean t  GERBERDING say ing  any th ing  about  t h e s e  s t a t i s t i c s  t h a t  
General  PEERS has  j u s t  been t a l k i n g  t o  you about?  

A .  S i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c s  about  t h i s  par-
t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n .  

10: W e l l ,  l e t ' s  now come down t o  a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  
s i t u a t i o n .  You a r e  t h e  command s e r g e a n t  major and you a r e  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  c a s u a l t i e s ,  and you d o n ' t  t a k e  g ros s  f i g u r e s  
o f  one company and t h i s ,  t h a t ,  and t h e  o t h e r ?  You want t o  
know who w a s  h u r t ,  d o n ' t  you? 
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A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q.. Do you know how many c a s u a l t i e s  C / 1 / 2 0  had t h a t  
day? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  how many c a s u a l t i e s  t h a t  
t hey  took t h a t  day. 

Q. W e l l ,  t o  r e f r e s h  your  memory, do you r e c a l l  t h a t  
t hey  r e p o r t e d  about  90 VC KIA.  They had one man wounded, h i t  
i n  t h e  f o o t ?  

A. I read  t h a t  i n  one o f  t h e  p e r i o d i c a l s .  

Q. Didn ' t you lcnow t h a t  when you were command s e r g e a n t  
major? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I must have known, but--

MR MACCRATE: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Don 't you remember t h a t  t h e r e  
w a s  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  h i s  wounding, and what were t h e  c i r -  
cumstances o f  i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember an LOD on t h a t ,  s i r .  

10: I have t h e  impress ion and I ' l l  be very hones t  
w i t h  you, Se rgean t  Major WALSH, t h a t  you a r e  n o t  t e l l i n g  us 
what you know. 

A. Be l ieve  m e ,  s ir .  Because when I walked i n  b e f o r e  
t h i s  board t h i s  morning, and I say t h i s  i n  a l l  hones ty ,  I could  
n o t  remember whether I w a s  even i n  t h e  a i r  on t h a t  s p e c i f i c  
o p e r a t i o n .  I am n o t  s ay ing  t h a t  t o  avoid anyth ing .  I could  
n o t  remember t h a t  s p e c i f i c  d a t e ,  and I j u s t  wish I could  go 
back t o  t h a t  one day and r ecoun t  it, b u t  I c a n ' t  do i t ,  s i r .  
I c a n ' t  do it menta l ly .  I c o u l d n ' t  even t e l l  you, s i r ,  i f  
I was i n  t h e  a i r  on t h e  2 1 s t  day of  t h a t  month. I k e p t  no l o g  
or--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Nobody's ask ing  f o r  t h a t ,  Se rgean t  
Major WALSH . 
A. I know, s i r .  I ' m  j u s t  s ay ing  I o p e r a t e d  on a day 
t o  day b a s i s ,  and t h e r e  a r e  s o  many of t h e  h i g h l i g h t s  over  
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t h e r e  I can remember and t h e r e  i s  o t h e r  th ings  t h a t  I c a n ' t .  
I ' v e  got  photographs a t  home t h a t  I took a t  LZ Bronco and t h e  
o t h e r  bases ,  and I can look a t  a  p i c t u r e  and I have t o  s t o p  
and t h i n k  and go back and back. I j u s t  now t h i s  morning re -  
membered my l a s t  commander i n  t h e  11th  Brigade by name. I 
mean t h e  commander t h a t  was t h e r e  when I DEROS'd o u t  of  t h e  
br igade.  Like I s a i d ,  s i r ,  when t h i s  t h i n g  broke t h e  d a t e  
was made e v i d e n t  t o  t h e  publ ic .  I could no t  remember and go 
back. I n  f a c t ,  I wasn ' t  even s u r e ,  up u n t i l  I--I had a change 
of command p i c t u r e  i n  my foo t  locker .  When t h i s  t h i n g  f i r s t  
broke and Colonel HENDERSON came on TV, I s a i d  t o  myself, " H e  
wasn ' t  t h e  commander then." When I went and s c u r r i e d  through 
some photographs and got  a look a t  t h e  command o r  t h e  change 
of command p i c t u r e ,  I r e a l i z e d  then t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON 
had assumed command of t h e  br igade .  Now, t h a t  was t h e  d a t e  o f  
1 6  March. When t h i s  t h i n g  f i r s t  broke, I was under t h e  i m -
p ress ion  t h a t  General LIPSCOMB was t h e  br igade  commander. Of 
course ,  I r e a l i z e  now t h a t  h e  was n o t  t h e  commander on t h a t  
day and t h a t  given opera t ion .  S ince re ly  1 c a n ' t  recount .  The 
very few l i t t l e  th ings  t h a t  you have brought up and brought 
back t o  my memory--but I j u s t  c a n ' t  go t h a t  day on an i t i n e r a r y  
b a s i s .  S i r ,  I d o n ' t  know anything about t h i s  s p e c i f i c  i n c i d e n t .  
A s  I say ,  I could have d iscussed  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion  l i k e  
I have t h e  o t h e r  opera t ions ,  b u t  it was--I won' t  c a l l  it on a 
p l a t o n i c  l e v e l ,  b u t  i t  was--I was t h e r e  wi th  t h e  commander and 
they were no t .  I ' m  s i n c e r e ,  s ir .  I ' m  n o t  holding back any- 
th ing .  I c a n ' t  say anything because I j u s t  d o n ' t  know, and 
o t h e r  a spec t s  I d o n ' t  remember. There were days when I d i d n ' t  
even go a i r b o r n e ,  and t h e r e  were days when I was a i rborne  most 
of t h e  day, going t o  f i r e  support  bases  and L Z ' s  and s o  f o r t h .  
I t r u t h f u l l y  c a n ' t  do it. 

Q . I have pointed o u t  t o  you some of t h e  r e a l l y  key 
elements of  t h i s  opera t ion:  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  f i r s t  
t ime you had been wi th  Colonel HENDERSON; t h i s  was t h e  b i g g e s t  
ope ra t ion  t h i s  o u t f i t  had been on; it was t h e  b e s t  performance 
of t h e  b r igade  t o  da te .  You had a new rad io  o p e r a t o r  t h a t  you 
had t o  break i n ,  and you had a few o t h e r  ins t ances  l i k e  t h a t .  
I t ' s  remarkable how you can see s o  much and h e a r  so  much, and 
remember so l i t t l e .  

Now, I would l i k e  t o  come down t o  t h e  fol lowing 
day. This  would be t h e  17th  and t h i s  would be a Sunday. What 
was your normal Sunday schedule? 
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A. My normal Sunday schedu le ,  s i r ,  i n  t h e  morning, 
as a r u l e ,  w e  would l e a v e  o u t  of  t h e  A 0  and t h e n  we would make 
p l a n s  t o  v i s i t  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  There were two a r e a s  t h a t  we 
went t o .  W e  went t o  t h e  one i n  Q u i  Nhon and t h e  h o s p i t a l  i n  
Chu La i .  Again, I am working wi th  General  LIPSCOMB. He would 
make p r e s e n t a t i o n s  of  t h e  Pu rp l e  Hear t .  We v i s i t e d  a l l  t h e  
t r o o p s  o u t  o f  t h e  b r igade .  

Q T h a t ' s  f i n e .  I t h i n k  t h a t  w i l l  i n d i c a t e  Sundays
g e n e r a l l y ,  b u t  do you remember t h a t  General  DOLEMAN r e t u r n e d  
t o  LZ Bronco f o r  a b r i e f i n g  on t h e  morning of t h e  .17 th  and 
subsequent ly  f lew o u t  t o  v i s i t  some f i r e  suppor t  bases?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I went w i th  them t h a t  morning. I 
f i ight  have,  b u t  I normally d i d n ' t  go wi th  V I P ' s .  

8 Do you remember t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  123d 
Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n  and t h e  aero-scout  company commander coming 
down t o  t a l k  t o  Colonel  HENDERSON t h a t  a f t e rnoon?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  The aero-scout  commander was a 
redheaded major i f  I remember c o r r e c t l y ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  even re-
member h i s  name, s ir .  

Q. Pass ing  t h e  1 7 t h ,  t h e n ,  and going on t o  t h e  1 8 t h ,  
do you know who General  YOUNG i s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  H e  was t h e  ADC of t h e  America1 D i v i s i o n ,  
sir. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  on t h e  morning o f  t h e  18 th  f l y i n g  
up from LZ Bronco t o  LZ D o t t i e ,  and General  YOUNG meeting 
w i t h  Colonel  HENDERSON and t h r e e  o t h e r  people  i n  Colonel  
BARKER'S van? This  w a s  about  9:15 o r  9:20 on t h e  morning 
o f  t h e  18 th?  That  would be  a Monday morning? You s t a y e d  
t h e r e  f o r  q u i t e  some t ime? 

A.  S i r ,  a g a i n ,  was I i n  t h e  chopper t h a t  day? 

Q.  I d o n ' t  know. I ' m  a sk ing  you? 

A. That  was something tha t - -

Q • ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You t o l d  us t h a t  you f lew w i t h  
C O ~ O ~ ~ ~ ' H E N ' D E R S O N99 p e r c e n t  of t h e  t ime? 
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A. Every chance I go t  t o  f l y  I would g e t  o u t  and f l y ,  
you know, t o  s e e  u n i t s .  A s  f a r  a s  t h e s e  conver sa t ions ,  I took 
no p a r t  i n  t h a t ,  s o  I wouldn ' t  remember t h a t  d a t e .  

Q But you would remember General  YOUNG, and it would 
seem t o  m e  t h a t  General YOUNG took your commander and t h r e e  
o t h e r  s e n i o r  o f f i c e r s  i n t o  a van and t a l k e d  t o  them f o r  a cer-
t a i n  l eng th  of t ime. You would be  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  keeping t r a c k  
of  t h i s  s o  t h a t  you would know when Colonel HENDERSON was going 
t o  l e a v e  and s o  on. You a r e  obviously keeping t r a c k  of  him? 

A. I n  t h o s e  s p e c i f i c  d a t e s ,  t h e r e  was meetings of 
t h i s  type.  I d i d  n o t  go i n t o  t h e  TOC. I used t o  p o s i t i o n  
myself on t h e  f i r e  base  where I could e i t h e r  watch h i s  Char l ie -
C h a r l i e  o r  watch t h e  TOC, and i n  t h i s  c a s e  it was Colonel 
BARKER'S van which was on t h e  r ight-hand s i d e  of  t h e  TOC. 
One of t h e  b i g  s i g n a l s  t o  me was t h e  s t a r t i n g  up of a chopper. 
This s p e c i f i c  LZ was no t  t h a t  b ig .  The l and ing  zone f o r  Task 
Force Barker was n o t  t h a t  b i g ,  s o  t h a t  you could s e e  t h e  pad 
from most anywhere on t h e  base  i t s e l f .  A s  I say ,  I k e p t  t r a c k  
of  him and I know when he  i s  i n  t h e r e .  When I heard  h i s  
Char l ie -Char l ie  s t a r t  up, I j u s t  had my own p r e s c r i b e d  method 
f o r  knowing when they were going t o  l e a v e ,  and I would t a k e  
o f f  up t h e  h i l l  f o r  t h e  chopper. When a company was on a 
standdown o r  something, I ' d  go grab a cup of c o f f e e  wi th  t h e  
f i r s t  s e r g e a n t .  I would go v i s i t  some people  and t h e  t roops  
t h a t  were down on t h e  standdown b a s i s .  Troop E always used 
t o  have a p l a toon  o r  a s e c t i o n  on a standdown, and I would go 
ove r  and v i s i t  them. 

Q - I understand what you do. I d o n ' t  need a d iscus-
s i o n  on t h a t .  Now, when, t h i s  group o f  people  had f i n i s h e d  
t h e i r  meeting and had broken up and Colonel HENDERSON re-
mained behind,  do you remember some a v i a t o r s  coming up from 
t h e  123d van down t h e r e ,  coming up and w a i t i n g  t o  t a l k  t o  
Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. I know t h e  l and ing  a r e a  you a r e  t a l k i n g  about .  
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  a v i a t o r s  coming up. 

Q - ,  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t s  and t h i s  
k ind  of  people? 

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  a t  ball .  
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Q. Do you remember l e a v i n g  LZ D o t t i e  j u s t  before '  noon 
o r  t he reabou t s  and f l y i n g  o u t  i n t o  t h e  f i e l d  and c o n t a c t i n g  
C/1/20, hav ing  C/1/20 on t h e  move and having them pop smoke 
s o  t h a t  you could set t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  down. Colonel  HENDERSON 
and a couple  of  h i s  o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  g e t  o u t  and t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
aga in  becomes 	a i r b o r n e .  I ' l l  show you where t h i s  a r e a  i s  
( O r i e n t a t i o n  on MAP-4).  The chopper t a k e s  o f f  and then  comes 
back t o  p i c k  up Colonel  HENDERSON l a t e r ?  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember i f  I was t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  even be ing  t h e r e .  Again, t h i s  was something 
General  LIPSCOMB always done. H e  dropped down i n  a company 
t h a t  w a s  on an o p e r a t i o n ,  and t h e  a r e a  was o f  cou r se  secured .  
We would go i n  and touch down and t a k e  o f f .  They would pop 
smoke f o r  u s ,  and I would grab a smoke grenade on t h e  way o u t .  
When t h e  CG was ready t o  l e a v e  aga in  I would pop it ,  and t h e y  
would come down and p i c k  us up and w e  would l e a v e .  I d o n ' t  
know whether I was t h e r e  on t h a t  day you j u s t  t o l d  me o r  n o t .  

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess. 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1240 hour s ,  3 February 
1970.) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1455 h o u r s ,  3 February 
1970.) 

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, MR 
MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, COL MILLER, MAJ ZYCHOWSKI, and MAJ 
LYNN. 

The h e a r i n g  r e c a l l s  Command Se rgean t  Major WALSH. 

(CSM WALSH was r e c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  reminded 
t h a t  he  remained under o a t h ,  and t e s t i f i e d  as  fo l lows : )  

I0: Sergean t  Major WALSH, a f t e r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  on t h e  
1 6 t h  and between t h e  1 6 t h  and up t o  t h e  20 th ,  d i d  you h e a r  any 
d i s c u s s i o n s  between Colonel  HENDERSON a.nd Colonel  BARKER? 

A. I n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n ?  
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Q - Where it g e t s  down t o  r e a l l y  want ing answers t o  
t h i n g s ?  

A. A l l  I remember, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  know i f  you would 
ca l l  it an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I do r e c a l l  some t a l k  about  an i n -  
v e s t i g a t i o n  concerning VC t h a t  were k i l l e d .  I d i d n ' t  t a k e  
p a r t  i n  t h i s  conve r sa t ion .  

Q- Where d i d  you h e a r  t h i s ?  

A. Undoubtedly through one o f  t h e  N C O ' s ;  e i t h e r  op- 
e r a t i o n s  o r  i n t e l .  I j u s t  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  where I h e a r d  it, but. 
it w a s n ' t  t h e  g e n e r a l  t o p i c  o f  conve r sa t ion .  What I mean i s  
t h a t  it w a s n ' t  d i s cus sed  i n  t h e  e n t i r e  a r e a .  I knew t h e r e  
were some r e q u e s t s  f o r  i n fo rma t ion ,  b u t  t h a t  i s  about  as f a r  
a s  I knew about  it. 

Q. Who was r e q u e s t i n g  i t ?  

A. I g l e s s  it was General  KOSTER, sir.  A s  I s a i d ,  I 
d i d n ' t  t a k e  p a r t  i n  any o f  t h e  i n t e r v i e w s  o r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  i f  
t h e r e  w a s  any of  t h a t  type., 

Q - Did you know who was conduct ing t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. I r ead  i n  t h e  pape r ,  sir, where Colonel  HENDERSON 
was. 

Q- I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. I d o n ' t  know a c t u a l l y  who w a s  conduct ing t h e  i n -  
v e s t i g a t i o n ,  s i r .  I do know t h a t  General  KOSTER and Colonel  
HENDERSON and Colonel  BAkKER w e r e  involved  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a -  
t i o n .  

Q. How d i d  you know . t h a t ?  

A. Again, s i r ,  maybe through Se rgean t  GERBERDING o r  
Se rgean t  Major KIRKPATRICK. 

Q. What d i d  t hey  t e l l  you? 

A .  I c a n ' t  remember verba t im,  sir.  It w a s  j u s t  g iven  
t o  me i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n v o l v i n g  t h i s  l a s t  op- 
e r a t i o n  o r  words t o  t h i s  e f f e c t .  I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y .  
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Q. What were t hey  going t o  i n v e s t i g a t e ?  

A. A s  I s a y ,  s i r ,  t h e r e  was t a l k  about an exces s ive  
amount o f  c a s u a l t i e s ,  a l l e g e d l y  VC c a s u a l t i e s ,  i n  t h a t  opera- 
t i o n .  

Q. VC o r  women and c h i l d r e n ,  noncombatants? 

,=ag I g o t  t h e  word o r  I g o t  t h e  f e e l i n g  it was VC. 
iJ@omen and c h i l d r e n  d i d  n o t  e n t e r  i n t o  my mind a t  a l l .  

Q. Why should  they  i n v e s t i g a t e ' a n  e x c e s s i v e  number 
of VC k i l l e d ?  They should  have been p r e t t y  e l a t e d  about  t h a t ?  

A. S i r ,  maybe it w a s  c i v i l i a n s .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  
e x a c t  conve r sa t ions  between myself and t h e  o t h e r  N C O 1 s  who 
were i n  t h e  S2 o r  S3 s e c t i o n .  

Q .  But you l i v e d  very c l o s e l y  wi th  t h e s e  peop le ,  and 
.%n a way they  a r e  your  r igh t -hand  men. They may work f o r  
somebody e l s e ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e  noncoms. You l i v e  w i th  some o f  
them and you e a t  w i t h  some o f  them and you d r i n k  b e e r  w i t h  
them and s o  on. You and KIRKPATRICK and JOHNSON were a l l  10 
c l o s e ,  and KIRKPATRICK must have t o l d  you. H e  had more than  a d 

l i t t l e  b i t  of  an argument w i t h  GERBERDING. They had more t h a n  
a l i t t l e  argument about  t h e s e  t h i n g s  t h a t  were coming i n ?  

A. I do know t h e r e  w a s  some con t rove r sy  o v e r  t h e  
f i g u r e s  and t h e  amount of  f i g u r e s ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  know t h a t  t h e  
magnitude o f  t h a t  had gone i n t o  t h e i r  a r e a s .  They d i d n ' t  be- 
l i e v e  t h e  f i g u r e s ,  s i r ,  e v i d e n t l y .  A s  I s a y ,  i t ' s  d i f f i c u l t  
f o r  m e  t o  p i n p o i n t .  I t  was him o r  Sergeant  KIRKPATRICK t h a t  
w a s  p r o t e s t i n g  t h e  c a s u a l t y  f i g u r e s .  L e t  me t e l l  you,  s i r .  I 
w a s n ' t  t o o  c l o s e  w i t h  Colonel  HENDERSON. I t  w a s n ' t  t h e  asso-
c i a t i o n  I had wi th  p rev ious  commanders. Colonel  HENDERSON, i n  
my op in ion ,  w a s  a l o n e r .  Colonel  HENDERSON never  t a l k e d  t o  
m e .  I f  I had a s p e c i f i c  problem, I went t o  him and p r e s e n t e d  
t h e  problem and a p a r t i a l  recommendation. I f  it was approved,  
it was approved; and i f  it w a s n ' t ,  it w a s n ' t .  I mean t h e r e  
wasn ' t  no a f t e r e f f e c t s  o r  p l e a d i n g  t h e  ca se .  True,  I went 
w i th  Colonel  HENDERSON a  l o t ,  b u t  it was simply a c a s e  o f  a  
ca r ryover  from my p rev ious  commander's p o l i c y .  I never  asked 
him, and h e  never  ques t ioned  it. He never  s a i d  I couldn ' t. 
I used t o  ask i f  I could  go o u t .  "Are you going o u t ? "  "Yes." 
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"That ' s  okay, s i r ,  I ' m  going along." I usua l ly  got  a nega t ive  
o r  an a f f i r m a t i v e ,  and 99  pe rcen t  of t h e  time it was an af -
f i rma t ive .  I never got a s  c l o s e  t o  Colonel HENDERSON i n  h i s  
zone of a c t i o n  a s  I d i d  w i t h  o t h e r  commanders. I was more o r  
l e s s  i n  t h e  background, b u t  I wasn ' t  i n  t h e  background a l l  t h e  
time. I never got  involved with t h e  command s t r u c t u r e  o r  t h e  
command p o l i c y  t h a t  went on wi th in  t h a t  br igade  with Colonel 
HENDERSON. I hope I have made myself c l e a r  on t h a t  p o i n t  be- 
cause he was my commander, b u t  t h e r e  was a gap between us.  I 
d o n ' t  mean a l a r g e  gap, b u t  Colonel HENDERSON was a d i f f e r e n t  
type  i n d i v i d u a l  than o t h e r  commanders t h a t  I served with.  A 
l o t  of t imes a commander would t a l k  t o  t h e  n e a r e s t  one t o  him. 
I could r i d e  a l l  af ternoon with Colonel HENDERSON and n o t  
u t t e r  a word t o  him, s i r ,  and him n o t  u t t e r  a word t o  me. 
There was no animosity.  It was j u s t  t h a t  he was a hard man 
f o r  me t o  f i g u r e  ou t .  

Q- Supposing t h a t  he  had been conducting t h i s  inves- 
t i g a t i o n  t h a t  ~ rou  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you read  about? Could he 
have conducted an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and so f o r t h  and you been 
along wi th  him and no t  know i t ?  

A. T r u t h f u l l y ,  I th ink  he could.  Like I say ,  i f  I 
went with him t o  any of t h e  f i r e  support  bases ,  normally I d i d  
not  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  scope of t h e  conversat ion with whom he went 
t o  see .  A s  I s t a t e d  be fo re ,  a f t e r  we touched down, l i k e  on 
LZ D o t t i e ,  t h e r e  would be a veh ic le  t o  come and g e t  him. I f  
t h e r e  was room on t h e  back of t h e  jeep,  f i n e ,  I would r i d e  t o  
t h e  TOC a rea .  I f  t h e r e  wasn ' t ,  I would walk down and maybe 
never g e t  t o  t h e  TOC area .  I ' d  walk down and s e e  t roops o r  
N C O ' s ,  o r  go over  t o  one of  t h e  mess t e n t s  f o r  a cup of cof-
f e e .  I never became t h a t  involved with h i s  conversat ions.  

Q. No, b u t  you can ha rd ly  remain completely o u t s i d e  
of t h e  c i r c l e .  You a t  l e a s t  touched t h e  per iphery every once 
i n  a whi le  t o  know whether o r  no t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  being 
conducted? You know what an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  A s  I say ,  it could come back l a t e r  on 
t o  me, t h e  opera t ions  t h a t  w e  had and t h e  i n t e l  we had. Q u i t e  
a few of them were s u r p r i s e d  t h e  t imes t h a t  I went wi th  Colo- 
n e l  HENDERSON t h a t  I came back and had no knowledge of t h e  con-
v e r s a t i o n s  t h a t  a l l eged ly  took p l a c e  i n  t h e  TOC. I would come 
back and never  e n t e r  t h e  TOC t h a t  a f te rnoon,  and I ' d  t e l l  them, 
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"I d i d n ' t  go w i t h  t h e  o l d  man on t h a t . "  I used t o  go wi th  
General  LIPSCOW3 a l l  t h e  t ime ,  and then  I would b reeze  o u t  t h e  
o t h e r  door.  "I d i d n ' t  even g e t  down t o  t h e  TOC today .  I 
d i d n ' t  g e t  t o  s e e  Se rgean t  J O H N S O N .  I d i d n ' t  g e t  t o  s e e  Ser-  
gean t  Major LEE. I was up i n  t h e  o t h e r  a r e a . "  I f  t h e r e  was 
anyth ing  t o  d i s c u s s  t h a t  had come up t h a t  s p e c i f i c  day,  t hen  
I would more o r  less g e t  a  b r i e f i n g .  We used t o  g e t  i t  from 
Sergeant  GERBERDING every  n i g h t  around 2200 hours  o r  2300 
hours .  Sergeant  GERBERDING would more o r  l e s s  c l o s e  up t h e  52 
p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  i n t e l  shop and go t o  t h e  TOC. H e  used t o  come 
i n t o  my q u a r t e r s  and h e  would g i v e  m e  t h e  "spook" r e p o r t  f o r  
t h e  n i g h t .  W e  would a n t i c i p a t e  i f  we were going t o  g e t  h i t  
t o n i g h t ,  o r  was t h e  moon r i g h t ,  o r  t h i n g s  of  t h i s  n a t u r e .  I f  
t h e r e  was any d i s c u s s i o n s  t h a t  went on,  t hey  went on a t  t h a t  
hour  of  t h e  n i g h t  i n  e i t h e r  my q u a r t e r s  o r  down i n  t h e  TOC, 
wherever h e  was. There w e r e  a l o t  of t imes  t h a t  Colonel  
HENDERSON, and I am n o t  r e l a t i n g  t h i s  as  a s p e c i f i c  i n c i d e n t ,  
went o u t  and d i s c u s s e d  t h i n g s  w i t h  commanders a t  Quang Ngai 
o r  up i n  t h e  2d ARVN Div is ion .  I was t h e r e ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  g e t  
involved  i n  t h a t .  I wou ldn ' t  even be a  p a r t  o f  t h e  conversa-
t i o n .  

Q - Were you w i t h  Colonel  HENDERSON when he was 
wounded on t h e  2 1 s t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I was n o t .  H e  depar ted  t h e  f i r e  b a s e  
t h a t  a f t e rnoon  unknown t o  m e .  I was f i r s t  aware o f  it when 
they  c a l l e d  down t o  t h e  3/1, because Colonel  FXANKLIN vas  
v i s i t i n g  down t h e r e ,  and they  g o t  t h e  word then  t h a t  h e  had 
g o t t e n  h i t .  I went up t o  t h e  a i d  s t a t i o n  o r  d i spensa ry  t h a t  
w e  g o t  a t  LZ Bronco, and he  came i n  on a  Cha r l i e -Cha r l i e .  The 
Cha r l i e -Cha r l i e  d i d n ' t  make it back.  He came i n  on t h e  dus t -  
o f f ,  I guess  it was. N O ,  I w a s n ' t  w i th  hirLt t h a t  a f t e r n o o n ,  
s i r i  

Q. Now t h a t  you 've  had some t ime o f f  du r ing  t h i s  noon 
hour ,  have any of t h e s e  t h i n g s  come back t o  mind concerning 
t h e  e v e n t s  o f  t h e  morning of t h e  16 th?  

A. S i r ,  t h a t ' s  a l l  I d i d  t h i s  hour  was t r y  t o  go back 
t o  t h a t  s p e c i f i c  d a t e .  T r u t h f u l l y ,  General ,  1 c a n ' t  add t o  
it, sir .  I d o n ' t  remember. I ' m  n o t  l y i n g .  I j u s t  c a n ' t  p u t  
myself .  C e r t a i n  f l a s h b a c k s ,  ye s .  I remember Colonel  MACLACHLAN, 
number one. H e  was i n  t h e  chopper. That  was very unusua l ,  f o r  
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him t o  go o u t .  I remember t h e  i n c i d e n t  o f  p i c k i n g  up two 
Vietnamese on t h e  p l a n e .  T h a t  day I remember v i v i d l y  p i c k i n g  
t h o s e  p e o p l e  up and b r i n g i n g  them back t o  LZ D o t t i e .  A s  t o  
t h e  rest o f  i t ,  s i r ,  I j u s t  c a n ' t  r e c o u n t  i n  my mind t h a t  spe -
c i f i c  d a t e .  I n  f a c t ,  a s  I s t a t e d  b e f o r e ,  s i r ,  I w a s n ' t  r e a l l y  
s u r e  t h a t  I w a s  o u t  t h a t  morning,  o r  t h a t  d a t e  r a t h e r .  

Q. W e  know g e n e r a l l y  what  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  d i d ,  and what  
I a m  r e a l l y  concerned  a b o u t  m o s t l y  i s  what  you h e a r d  on t h e  
r a d i o ?  

A. T r u t h f u l l y ,  s i r ,  I c a n ' t  r eca l l  any t y p e  conver-
s a t i o n s .  I wish  I c o u l d ,  s i r ,  t o  h e l p  you. 

Q. Do you remember a b o u t  t h i s  t i m e  g o i n g  t o  Chu L a i  
w i t h  C o l o n e l  HENDERSON on a b o u t  t h e  2 0 t h ?  Colone l  HENDERSON 
went  i n  and t a l k e d  t o  Genera l  KOSTER? On t h a t  o c c a s i o n ,  you 
p r o b a b l y  s a w  Command S e r g e a n t  Major ROGERS? 

A. I accompanied Colone l  HENDERSON s e v e r a l  t i m e s  t o  
Chu L a i .  You are s a y i n g  t h e  2 0 t h ?  

Q To f i x  t h a t  i n  t i m e ,  i t  i s  t h e  day b e f o r e  C o l o n e l  
HENDERSON w a s  wounded? 

A. I remember Colone l  HENDERSON g e t t i n g  wounded, s i r .  
I c a n ' t  p u t  mysel f  i n  Chu L a i  on  t h e  2 0 t h  w i t h  S e r g e a n t  Major 
ROGERS? 

Q- I s a y  you may have  t a l k e d  t o  Command S e r g e a n t
Major ROGERS. W e  know t h a t  G e n e r a l  KOSTER w a s  t h e r e  b e c a u s e  
C o l o n e l  HENDERSON went  i n  t o  see G e n e r a l  KOSTER. 

A. Normally w h e n w e  l a n d e d  a t  t h e  VIP pad  a t  Chu L a i ,  
i f  t h e r e  w a s  room on t h e  v e h i c l e  I would r i d e  i n .  I f  t h e r e  
w a s n ' t ,  I ' d  walk i n .  I normal ly  went  t o  h i s  o f f i c e ,  S e r g e a n t  
Major  Rogers ,  whenever I v i s i t e d .  

Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  o f  an oral  r e p o r t  b e i n g  made by 
C o l o n e l  HENDERSON t o  Genera l  KOSTER t o  e x p l a i n  t o  him what  
t r a n s p i r e d  a t  My L a i  o r  P i n k v i l l e  on  t h e  1 6 t h ?  

A .  I n e v e r  h e a r d  of  an o r a l  r e p o r t .  I r e a d  a b o u t  it 
a f t e r w a r d s ,  s ir .  I r e a d  it a f t e r  t h i s  t h i n g  b roke .  I n e v e r  
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heard  o f  any o r a l  r e p o r t  rendered  by Colonel  HENDERSON t o  Gen-
e r a l  KOSTER? 

Q L e t  me ask  you about  ano the r  s i t u a t i o n  b e f o r e  t h e  
20th.  Do you remember going t o  LZ D o t t i e  wi th  Colonel  HENDER-
SON on t h e  a f t e rnoon  o f  t h e  18 th  when C/1/20 w a s  be ing  l i f t e d  
back from t h e  f i e l d  t o  LZ ~ o t t i e ,and Colonel  HENDERSON t a l k - ' 

i n g  t o  some of  t h e  t r o o p s  up t h e r e  a s  t hey  came i n ,  perhaps  
one of  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t s  t h a t  came i n ,  a group of  maybe 30 t o  40 
people?  They g o t  around and t a l k e d  t o  him? 

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I was wi th  him t h a t  d a y . ,  I 
would have remembered somehting l i k e  t h a t .  

0 I have a ha rd  t i m e  f i g u r i n g  t h i s  90  t o  99 p e r c e n t
of  yours ,  and y e t ,  " I  w a s n ' t  w i t h  him"? 

A. S i r ,  I ' m  j u s t  s a y i n g  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day,  s i r .  I 
would have remembered Colonel  HENDERSON g a t h e r i n g  t h e  t r o o p s  
around. 

Q I t  seems t o  m e  you would too .  A l l  t h a t  I a m  
a sk ing  i s  how you g o t  t h i s  90 t o  9 9  p e r c e n t  b a t t i n g  average? 
I ' v e  mentioned t o  you a t  l e a s t  10 t h i n g s  h e r e ,  and,  "Well,  I 
w a s  n o t  a long ."  I t  would be  a ha rd  t ime c a t c h i n g  up wi th  
t h a t  90 p e r c e n t .  Now, t h i s  i s  LZ D o t t i e  aga in  and t h e  f i r s t  
people  are coming back i n  from t h e  f i e l d .  This  would be  i n  
t h e  a f t e rnoon .  Ac tua l ly  I can p i n  it down f o r  you a lmos t  t o  
t h e  minute.  This  t a k e s  p l a c e  a t  about  3 o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  a f t e r -
noon on t h e  1 8 t h ,  and w e  know Colonel  HENDERSON t a l k e d  t o  
them. 

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  e v e r  r e c a l l  Colonel  HENDERSON 
g a t h e r i n g  and--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  This  would probably be r i g h t  down 
by t h e  LZ. . A s  a matter of  f a c t ,  I unders tand i n s t e a d  of  
coming down t o  t h e  LZ a t  t h e  bottom they  came t o  t h e  LZ on 
t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  road.  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  Colonel  HENDERSON t a l k i n g  t o  
t r o o p s .  

Q L e t  m e  a sk  you a couple  more q u e s t i o n s .  Did you 
e v e r  h e a r  o f  a w a r r a n t  o f f i c e r  o r  a v i a t o r ,  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ,  
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t h a t  r e p o r t e d  through h i s  channe ls  t h a t  t h e r e  was unnecessary 
k i l l i n g  o f  c i v i l i a n s  i n  My 1,ai and P i n k v i l l e  on t h e  1 6 t h  by 
Task Force Barker?  Now, you j u s t  t h i n k  about  t h a t  one f o r  a 
l i t t l e  whi le .  

A. S i r ,  t h a t ' s  Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON. 

Q - Y e s ,  b u t  you wouldn ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  have known it 
was THOMPSON a t  t h e  t ime? 

A. N o ,  sir.  I 've  r e a d  t h a t ,  s i r .  

Q .  How do you s ~ p p o s et h i s  was so w e l l  known by t h e  
a v i a t o r s  i n  your  f l i g h t  detachment and v a r i o u s  o t h e r  p l a c e s ,  
and you n o t  know i t ?  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  have any answer f o r  t h a t .  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  o f  some ,Vie t  Cong propaganda 
t h a t  a l l e g e d  t h a t  on t h e  1 6 t h ,  15 th  o r  t h e  1 6 t h  and a long  i n  
t h a t  p e r i o d ,  U.S, f o r c e s  k i l l e d  a l a r g e  number o f  women and 
c h i l d r e n ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I d i d  h e a r  about  t h a t  s p e c i f i c  one. I t  
was on LZ Bronco. 

Q .  Who t o l d  you t h a t ?  

A. I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  it was Se rgean t  GERBERDING. 

Q.  hat sounds about  r i g h t .  Where d i d  he  s ay  t h a t  h e  
g o t  it from? 

A. GERB t o l d  me. I used t o  go up and ask him f o r  t h e  
h o t  "poop." I remember him t e l l i n g  m e  it had come down 
through i n t e l  channe ls  t h a t  t h e  VC w a s  p u t t i n g  o u t  propaganda 
r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  wanton s h o o t i n g  o f  c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  
area, sir.  

Q.  Did he  say  how many? 

A. N o .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he  gave me  t h e  f i g u r e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Did h e  show you t h e  propaganda? 
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A. N O ,  s ir .  H e  t o l d  m e ,  s ir .  I remember him t e l l i n g  
me. 

Q. I t  w a s  i n  h i s  shop? 

A. Thi s  w a s  o u t s i d e  t h e  shop. I remember because it 
was i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon  when he  t o l d  me. H e  s a i d  t h e  VC a r e  pu l -
l i n g  a s w i t c h ,  and t h e y  a r e  u s ing  t h e i r  own propaganda channels  
now about  t h e  c i v i l i a n s .  

Q What d i d  h e  t e l l  you about  t h i s  propaganda? How 
d i d  h e  s a y  t h a t  it came o u t ?  

A. H e  d i d n ' t  say  how it came o u t .  L ike  I s a y ,  w e  was 
j u s t  t a l k i n g ,  s i r .  I mean, I d i d n ' t  s e e  any pamphlets  o r  doc-
uments a t t e s t i n g  t o  t h i s .  I t  was j u s t  a m a t t e r  o f  c o n v e r s a t i o n .  

Q. Y e s ,  b u t  GERBERDING i s  q u i t e  a f l u e n t  i n d i v i d u a l .  
H e  would probably  t e l l  you q u i t e  a few t h i n g s ,  wou ldn ' t  he? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  h e  would. But l i k e  I s a y ,  I d i d n ' t  see 
any v i s u a l  propaganda. A s  I r e c a l l ,  and t h i s  i s  n o t  verbatum 
o r  anyth ing ,  h e  s a i d  t h e  VC were p u l l i n g  a " swi t che roo , "  and 
they  w e r e  coming o u t  w i t h  t h e i r  own propaganda on P i n k v i l l e ,  
t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  w e  w e r e  k i l l i n g  c i v i l i a n s  o r  zapping 
c i v i l i a n s .  That  was a f a v o r i t e  e x p r e s s i o n  ove r  t h e r e .  

Q Did h e  t e l l  you any th ing  about  propaganda be ing  
d i r e c t e d  toward t h e  ARVN s o l d i e r s  f o r  them t o  t a k e  a c t i o n  
a g a i n s t  t h e  Americans i n  r e t r i b u t i o n  f o r  t h e  way t h e  Americans 
a r e  t r e a t i n g  o r  k i l l i n g  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. I t  seems t o  me I ' v e  hea rd  t h a t ,  s i r ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  it was in - - I  remember something about  t hey  were t r y i n g  
t o  t u r n  t h e  ARVN s o l d i e r s  a g a i n s t  u s ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it w a s  
t h a t  conve r sa t ion .  I mean, I t h i n k  I h e a r d  t h i s  l a t e r  on. 

Q L e t  m e  ask you a coup le  more. Did you e v e r  h e a r  
t h e  c h a p l a i n s  down t h e r e  ask about  whether o r  not--what was 
your  c h a p l a i n ' s  name a t  t h a t  t ime? You had one by t h e  name 
o f  KISSINGER? 

A. Major KISSINGER, a L ieu tenan t  Colonel  HOFFMAN, and 
t h e  c a t h o l i c  c h a p l a i n  was a F a t h e r  CAREY. 
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a .  Yes. He was a c a p t a i n ,  w a s n ' t  h e ,  CAREY? O r  was 
he  a major.  

A .  No, sir.  H e  made major. H e  made major j u s t  b e f o r e  
h e  l e f t  Vietnam. 

Q. Did h e  e v e r  t a l k  t o  you o r  d i d  he e v e r  t a l k  t o  any 
o f  t h e  o t h e r  people  t o  f i n d  o u t  i f  t hey  hea rd  any th ing  about  
t h e  unnecessary k i l l i n g  o f  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. Did t h e  chap la ins  e v e r  t a l k  t o  m e  about  i t ?  

Q. No. Ta lk  t o  anybody e l s e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember having any conve r sa t ion  wi th  t h e  
c h a p l a i n . i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  c i v i l i a n s ,  and I d o n ' t  
know whether t h e y  t a l k e d  t o  anybody e l s e ,  sir. They could  
have. There was ano the r  chap la in .  There was one o t h e r  chap-
l a i n ,  s i r ,  and h e  was a c a p t a i n .  

MR MACCRATE : SHANNON? 

A. N O ,  s i r ,  t h a t  w a s n ' t  h i s  name. 

10: You probably  remember SHANNON from t h e  198 th .  H e  
used t o  h e l p  o u t  down a t  Barker wi th  t h e  4;3? 

A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  w i t h  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s .  No, t h e r e  was 
ano the r  c a p t a i n  chap la in  w e  had. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  But f o r  t h e  moment, t h o s e  are t h e  two 
who are p e r t i n e n t .  You never  hea rd  any th ing  from any of  t h e s e  
chap la ins  ? 

A. N o ,  s ir .  

Q. W e  know t h a t  about  t h i s  t ime t h e r e  w a s  an i n c i d e n t  
t h a t  took p l a c e  a t  LZ Upt igh t  i n  which about  t h r e e  youngs te rs  
e v i d e n t l y ,  comparat ively  young c h i l d r e n ,  d e l i v e r e d  a message 
t o  LZ Up t igh t .  They d e l i v e r e d  t h e  message, and they  were t o l d  
how t o  go back o u t  s o  they  wou ldn ' t  go back through t h e  mine 
f i e l d .  Something happened, and they  d i d  g e t  caught  i n  t h e  
mine f i e ld .  One o f  them w a s  k i l l e d ,  I b e l i e v e ,  and one of them 
was quite badly i n j u r e d .  Some nearby Vietnamese f i n a l l y  g o t  
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them o u t  of t h e r e ,  and they were l i f t e d  t o  t h e  hospi ta l . .  DO 
you remember t h a t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t ,  n o t  t h a t  i n c i d e n t .  

Q .- It happened? 

A. LZ Uptight? No, sir.  This i s  t h e  f i r s t  I heard 
of t h a t .  

Q - What I want t o  know i s  what happened t o  t h e  p iece
of paper t h a t  they de l ive red?  

A. S i r ,  I have no knowledge of  t h a t  p iece  of paper o r  
those  t h r e e  c h i l d r e n ,  those  t h r e e  Vietnamese. This i s  t h e  
f i r s t  I heard of it, s i r ,  r i g h t  he re  today. 

Q. Did you ever  hear  of a l e t t e r  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  
ch ie f  of Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  i n  which P i n k v i l l e  is  l o c a t e d ,  i n  
t h e  e a s t e r n  end of it, t o  t h e  province c h i e f ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  
some c i v i l i a n s  i n  Son My Vi l l age  had been k i l l e d  by t h e  Ameri-
cans on 1 5  and 16 March 1968? 

A. NO,  sir.  

Q- Did you s e e  a copy of t h a t  l e t t e r  t h a t  may have 
been t r ansmi t t ed  t o  Colonel HENDERSON o r  t o  t h e  br igade  by 
Colonel G U I N N ,  t h e  deputy province s e n i o r  adv i so r  of Quang 
Ngai Province? 

A. No, sir.  

Q = Did you know Colonel GUINN? 

A. Yes, s i r .  He l a t e r  joined my br igade  and took a 
b a t t a l i o n ,  t h e  4 / 3  I b e l i e v e ,  s ir .  

Q- Yes, he took it over on 4 J u l y .  I remember t h a t  
d a t e .  But d i d  you know him before  he took over t h e  b a t t a l i o n ?  

A.  No, sir.  

Q When he  was up a t  province,  he made a t r i p  o r  s o  
down t o  LZ Bronco? 
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A. L ike  I s a y ,  s i r ,  I might have seen  him, b u t  I 
d i d n ' t  know him. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I met him u n t i l  he  came i n t o  
t h e  b r igade .  I b e l i e v e  it was j u s t  around t h a t  t i m e  t h a t  
Colonel  ADKINS went t o  f i i v i s i o n ,  and about  t h a t  t ime t h a t  Ser-
gean t  Major KIRKPATRICK went t o  4/3. I d o n ' t  remepber s p e c i f -
i c a l l y  what t ime  it was, b u t  i t  was a f t e r  Task Force  Barker had 
been d i s s o l v e d  because Se rgean t  Major KIRKPATRICK w a s  Colonel  
G U I N N ' s  b a t t a l i o n  s e r g e a n t  major.  

Q- If Colonel  HENDERSON were going t o  send a  r e p o r t  
t o  General  KOSTER, who would do t h e  t y p i n g  f o r  him? 

A. Se rgean t  F i r s t  C l a s s  Paul  ROSADO, s i r .  He done a l l  
t h e  OER's. 

Q Where was h e  l o c a t e d ?  

A. H e  was t h e  c h i e f  c l e r k  i n  t h e  S1 s e c t i o n ,  sir.  

Q *  ROSADO? 

A .  ROSADO, R-0-S-A-D-0. H e  done a l l  t h e  Co lone l ' s  
OER's and some l e t t e r s  t h a t  t h e  c o l o n e l  wanted typed.  

Q. Had h e  been f a i r l y  c l o s e  t o  General  LIPSCOMB, 
RQSADO? 

A. There  w a s n ' t  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  between Se rgean t  RO-
SAD0 and General  LIPSCOMB as t h e r e  w a s  between Se rgean t  ROSADO 
and Colonel  HENDERSON, because I t h i n k  they  had worked t o g e t h e r  
p r e v i o u s l y .  Se rgean t  ROSADO had worked i n  Hawaii when Colonel  
HENDERSON had commanded t h e  b r i g a d e  and se rved  as t h e  e x e c u t i v e  
o f f i c e r .  I t  w a s  s o r t  o f ' a  con t inu ing  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  There w a s  
a change o f  command. Se rgean t  ROSADO had been i n  t h e  Army f o r  
q u i t e  some t i m e ,  and I d o n ' t  know whether  Se rgean t  ROSADO had 
known Colonel  HENDERSON when Colonel  HENDERSON w a s  t h e r e  w i t h  
t h e  25th  Div i s ion .  

Q =  Where i s  ROSADO now? 

A. The l a s t  t h i n g  I h e a r d  o f  him, s i r ,  h e  w a s  i n  
USARHAW, Uni ted S t a t e s  Army,  Hawaii. I d o n ' t  know what job h e  
had t h e r e .  
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Q What 's  h i s  g rade?  

A. E-7, sir.  

Q- Was h e  t h e r e  when you l e f t ?  

A .  No, sir. 

Q When d i d  h e  d e p a r t ?  

A.  He depa r t ed  on h i s  normal DEROS, sir.  I t  was around 
t h e  end o f  November. I s t a y e d  u n t i l  1 5  December. 

Q. You s t a y e d  u n t i l - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Colonel  DONALDSON, s i r ,  was t h e  
b r i g a d e  commander, I guess .  I ' m  f a i r l y  s u r e  t h a t  Sergeant  
ROSADO would do Colonel  HENDERSON'S typ ing .  I do know t h a t  h e  
d i d  do t h e  o f f i c e r  e f f i c i e n c y  r e p o r t s .  I know t h a t  h e  d i d  go 
back t o  Hawaii because h e  had a d i r e c t  ass ignment .  

Q D i d  t hey  have f i l e s  i n  t h i s  S1 o f f i c e  where t hey
k e p t  t h e  f i l e s  o f  t h e  commanding o f f i c e r ?  LC 

'P 

A. I would assume s o ,  sir.  I never  had any occas ion  
t o  ask  t h a t .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  have t o  ask  t h a t .  You were t h e  cornand 
s e r g e a n t  major.  You shou ld  know t h a t  f i r s t-hand. 

Q. Y e s ,  sir.  General  LIPSCOMB has  h i s  f i l e  t h e r e .  
Whether Colonel  HENDERSON had h i s  f i l e  t h e r e  o r  n o t ,  I d o n ' t  
know, sir.  I used t o  t a k e  some o f  General  LIPSCOMB'S p e r s o n a l  
correspondence down l o  be  f i l e d .  I took c a r e  o f  General  LIPS-
COMB'S o u t b a s k e t  f o r  him. I d i d n ' t  do it f o r  Colon01 HENDER-
SON, sir .  I mean, I would go i n  t h e  q u a r t e r s  a t  n i g h t  and 
General  LIPSCOMB w a s  t h e r e .  H e  had a sma l l  o f f i c e  t h e r e ,  and 
h i s  q u a r t e r s  were behind it. I would go i n  around 1 0 : O O  o r  
1 0  :30 a t  n i g h t  when h e  w a s  more o r  l e s s  c l e a n i n g  up f o r  t h e  
n i g h t ,  empty o u t  h i s  o u t b a s k e t ,  and ask him i f  he had any th ing  
e l s e .  Then I would b r i n g  t h i s  down t o  t h e  S1 t e n t .  

Q Since  you d i d n ' t  have such a  degree  of  r a p p o r t  and 
such a smooth working r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  Colonel  HENDERSON, 
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t h i s  i s  a l l  t h e  more reason why you probably would have even 
c l o s e r  con tac t  wi th  people l i k e  ROSADO and people l i k e  GERBER-
D I N G  and KIRKPATRICK,  and t h e s e  people and poss ib ly  some of t h e  
o f f i c e r s  t h a t  you had been with some time? 

A. That ' s t r u e ,  s i r .  I always had a harmonious work- 
i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p  with everyone i n  t h a t  b r igade ,  and I was with 
it f o r  t h a t  per iod  of t ime. I never used it  as  a l eve r .  I 
never pumped people as  f a r  a s  t h a t  goes,  s ir .  

Q. No. But you a r e  t h e r e  i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  of t h e  
br igade  and t h e  br igade  commander? 

A. Yes, sir.  I ' v e  gone i n t o  t h e  S 1  t e n t  and asked 
ROSADO, "What's cooking?" and "What's on t h e  agenda?" 

Q- Did he  eve r  t e l l  you t h a t  he was typing up a r e p o r t  
of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  f o r  Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. No,' s ir .  

Q. O r  f o r  anybody e l s e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  he never d id  te.11 me t h a t .  

Q. I have h e r e  Exhibi t  R-1 ,  and I would l i k e  t o  show 
you one of t h e  inc losures  t o  it. I 'would l i k e  t o  have you 
b lance  over  those  two pages and s e e  i f  you ever  heard about 
t h a t ?  That i s  t h e  so-ca l led  VC propabanda. Does t h a t  sound 
l i k e  t h e  p i e c e  of propaganda t h a t  GERBERDING was t e l l i n g  you 
about? 

A. I t  could be ,  s i r ,  b u t  I ' v e  never read it before .  
I ' v e  never seen t h i s  be fo re ,  s i r ,  u n t i l  now. 

Q. Now t u r n  t o  t h e  f r o n t  page, and I'd l i k e  you t o  
t e l l  me whether you've seen t h a t  document o r  not?  

A. No, s i r ,  I have not .  

Q. W i l l  you t u r n  t h e  page s o  t h a t  you can look a t  
t h e  second page? This i s  a t r u e  copy, of course.  

A .  No, sir.  I have never read  t h i s  document, sir .  
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Q. Turn t o  t h e  n e x t  page,  and you W i l l  s e e  a s t a t e -
ment da t ed  14 A p r i l  1 9 6 8 .  Have you e v e r  seen  t h a t  s t a t emen t?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q .Were you e v e r  cogn izan t  of anybody d e l i v e r i n g  
t h a t  s t a t e m e n t  o r  p i c k i n g  t h a t  s t a t emen t  up from Quang Ngai 
Province ,  t h e  adv i so ry  group t h e r e ,  o r  t h e  adv i so ry  group a t  
Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ?  Did you e v e r  go up t o  p ick  up a s t a t e m e n t  
such as t h a t ?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge, I never  d i d ,  s i r .  I could  
have. 

Q. I f  you would have had t h e  p i e c e  of  pape r ,  you 
would have recognized  t h a t .  Did you go up and p i c k  up an en-
ve lope  t h a t  w a s  marked p e r s o n a l  o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  r e m e n b e r  whether I went up t h e r e .  

Q. You have a l o t  o f  f r i e n d s  up t h e r e  i n  t h a t  adv isory  
group,  I would assume, and s e n i o r  e n l i s t e d  pe r sonne l?  

A. Thi s  came from Quang Ngai, s i r ?  

Q There o r  Son Tinh,  o r  p o s s i b l y  you cou ld  have 
g o t t e n  it from t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion .  No, Quang Ngai o r  Son 
Tinh,  and n o t  t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion .  

A. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  remember whether I went up t h e r e  t o  
p i c k  up something o r  n o t .  

S i r ,  I c a n ' t  remember whether I went up t o  Quang 
Ngai t o  p i c k  up anyth ing  o r  n o t .  I d o n ' t  remcmber going up 
i n  a chopper a l o n e  t o  t h e r e  t o  p ick  up any th ing ,  b u t  I could  
have.  I d o n ' t  e v e r  remember be ing  i n  a chopper by myself .  

MR MACCRATE: Do you remember Se rgean t  CRADDOCK? 

A. No, sir.  The name d o e s n ' t  sound f a m i l i a r  t o  m e ,  

Q A t  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ?  

A. No, s i r .  The name d o e s n ' t  h i t  m e .  
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10: H e  would be  an E-7, p o s s i b l y  an E-6 a t  t h e  t ime? 

A .  No. 

Q Do you remember Capta in  RODRIGUEZ? 

A. No, sir.  

Q- Major GAVIN? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t r e m e m b e r M a j o r G A V I N .  I d i d n ' t  
know t o o  many people  up t h e r e .  The on ly  one I knew was a ser-
gean t  major ,  and h e  w a s  wi th  t h e  2d ARVN Div is ion .  I d o n ' t  
know h i s  name. I used t o  go i n  when w e  went up t o  t h e  2d ARVN 
a r e a .  They would make a cou r t e sy  c a l l  i n  t h e r e ,  and I would 
look him up. But t h e  people  i n  t h e  adv i so ry ,  s i r ,  I d i d n ' t  
g e t  t o  know t o o  w e l l  up i n  t h a t  a r e a .  

Q. How about  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  adv i so ry  group a s  opposed 
t o  t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion  adv i so ry  group? 

A. No, s i r .  

MR MACCRATE: Do you remember an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  NCO, Angle 
GATES o r  Gates  ANGLE? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q. W e l l ,  come down t o  a d i f f e r e n t  s u b j e c t  now. Do 
you r e c a l l  Colonel  HENDERSON r e c e i v i n g  a le t te r  from General  
KOSTER on abou t  1 7  A p r i l  o r  t h e r e a b o u t s  s ay ing  t h a t  h e  had re-
ce ived  in fo rma t ion  through Colonel  TOAN, t h e  2d ARVN Div is ion  
Commander, concern ing  an a l l e g a t i o n  which had been made by t h e  
v i l l a g e  c h i e f  o f  Son My V i l l a g e  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  of  Son 
Tinh D i s t r i c t ,  s a y i n g  t h a t  an American u n i t  i n  about  t h e  mid-
d l e  of  March had k i l l e d  a l a r g e  number of  women and c h i l d r e n  
i n  t h i s  a r e a  t h a t  you r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  P i n k v i l l e ,  and f u r t h e r  
d i r e c t i n g  Colonel  HENDERSON t o  conduct an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  It 
had a t t a c h e d  t o  i t  a copy o f  t h e  memo from t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  
t o  t h e  p rov ince  c h i e f ?  

A. S i r ,  I have no knowledge o f  a le t ter  of t h a t  t y p e ,  
sir.  
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Q What I am wondering i s  why GERBERDING, f o r  example, 
wouldn ' t  t e l l  you about  i t ?  

A. I have no r ea son  t o  say  why he  d i d n ' t  t e l l  me about  
it, sir ,  b u t  I have no knowledge of  t h a t  t r a n s c r i p t  between 
General  KOSTER and Colonel  HENDERSON. 

Q Did you know t h a t  GERBERDING had a copy o f  i t ?  

A. I had no knowledge of  t h a t ,  s i r .  No, s ir .  I know 
I d i d n ' t ,  s i r .  

Q Do you remember when Task Force  Barker  disbanded 
o r  d i s e s t a b l i s h e d ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I remember t h e  day t h a t  it ceased  t o  
e x i s t  . 
Q - What approximate t i m e  w a s  i t ?  

A. I c a n ' t  g i v e  you a d a t e ,  s ir .  A l l  I know i s  t h a t  
Colonel  BARKER came back t o  become t h e  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r .  Ser-
gean t  JOHNSON came down and took t h e  b r i g a d e  a f t e r  Se rgean t  
Major KIRKPATRICK went t o  4 / 3 .  

Q- H e  became t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  s e r g e a n t ,  Se rgean t  JOHN-
SON. Major CALHOUN, Major CALHOUN. 

Q. Where d i d  h e  go? 

A .  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  remember, sir.  

Q - H e  had been t h e  S1 a t  one t ime? 

A.  H e  d i d n ' t  s t a y  i n  t h e  b r i g a d e ,  s i r .  H e  went t o  
t h e  198th o r  196th.  He went t o  one of  t h e  b r igades  i n  t h e  d i -
v i s i o n ,  sir .  I remember I met him j u s t  b e f o r e  he  l e f t .  T h a t ' s  
when I found o u t  h e  had g o t  h i s  assignment t o  t h e  S t a t e s .  

Q- D o  you remember Task Force  Barker  be ing  d i s e s t a b -
l i s h e d  on about  t h e  9 t h  o f  A p r i l ?  
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A. I was going t o  s a y ,  s i r ,  I knew it w a s  e a r l y  A p r i l .  
I b e l i e v e  it was r i g h t  around t h a t  t ime when Colonel  Barker  
came back,  and he  wanted a b a t t a l i o n .  H e  wanted t o  go back 
o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  I t  w a s  sometime i n  A p r i l ,  s i r .  

Q. How long  d i d  Colonel  BARKER s e r v e  as e x e c u t i v e  
o f f i c e r  f o r  t h e  b r igade?  

A .  Not t o o  long ,  sir.  I ' d  s ay  j u s t  roughly,  s i r ,  no 
more than  a month o r  a month and one-ha l f .  He wanted t o  go 
back,  and h e  wanted a command. 

Q. During t h a t  t i m e ,  i f  I ' m  n o t  mis taken,  he  a l s o  had 
some R&R. Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. H e  could have,  sir.  I t h i n k  he  d i d  go on R&R be-
cause  I remember him say ing  h e  j u s t  g o t  h i s  check from t h e  
s t a t e  o f  Connec t i cu t ,  h i s  bonus, and h e  w a s  wondering i f  I p u t  
i n  f o r  mine. I b e l i e v e  h e  d i d  go on R&R because h e  s a i d  he  g o t  
h i s  check and h e  was going t o  b r i n g  i t ' h o m e .  I remember jok ing ,  
and I s a i d  something about  he  ought  t o  g e t  a n o t e  t o  g e t  $300 
o u t  o f  f i n a n c e .  You know, w e  had a $ 2 0 0  l i m i t .  

Q Do you remember about  what t ime he  went o u t  and 
took  t h e  b a t t a l i o n ?  

A. J u s t  a rough guess ,  s i r .  I b e l i e v e  it was i n  June ,  
sometime i n  June  t h a t  he  took it. 

Q. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  e x a c t  d a t e ,  b u t  it was t h e  l a t -  
t e r  p a r t  of  May o r  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  June.  While h e  was t h e r e  
s e r v i n g  a s  the-  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  , do you r e c a l l  him conduct ing 
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. Colonel  BARKER h i m s e l f ,  s i r ?  

Q- Yes? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q-. Did you e v e r  see him c a l l  i n  peop le ,  o r  go o u t  and 
see people  and t a k e  sworn s t a t e m e n t s  from them? 

A. No, s i r ,  I never  d i d .  I d o n ' t  even remember going 
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ou t  with Colonel BARKER. When h e  was execut ive  o k f i c e r ,  I was 
unaware t h a t  he was conducting any type of i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

COL ARMSTRONG: Sergeant ,  l e t ' s  go back t o  16 March. Sergeant  
Major ROGERS, you would a c t u a l l y  go over t o  s e e  him, I ' m  s u r e .  
You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ay ing  t o  him, " In  our  b r igade ,  w e  r e a l l y  d i d  
it now. We r e a l l y  had a b i g  day today." Wouldn't t h i s  be a 
n a t u r a l  t h i n g  f o r  you t o  do? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I have no doubt. 

Q This is  t h e  f i r s t  t ime t h a t  your br igade  had r e a l l y
shown s i n c e  it had joined t h e  d i v i s i o n .  The o t h e r  two br igades  
had been with t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  be fo re .  Now, thls is your chance 
t o  jo in  t h e  f r a t e r n i t y .  

A. Yes, I could have made a s ta tement  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q This doesn ' t  h i t  you r i g h t  between the eyes?  

A. No, sir, n o t  t h e  a c t u a l  conversa t ion ,  co lonel .  It 
doesn ' t .  I ' m  n o t  say ing  I d i d n ' t  say i t ,  b u t  I j u s t  d o n ' t  re -
c a l l  saying  it. Like I say ,  undoubtedly I s a i d  something, bu t  
I d o n ' t  remember e x p l i c i t l y  what I s a i d  t o  t h e  s e r g e a n t  major, 

Q. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  you would have known 
t h a t  this is one of t h e  b i g g e s t  opera t ions  of t h e  b r igade ,  and 
h e r e  is your chance t o  wave t h e  c o l o r s  of t h e  br igade  i n  the  
d i v i s i o n  se rgean t  ma jo r ' s  f ace .  You would love t o  do t h i s .  
Any br igade  s e r g e a n t  major would, and you c o u l d n ' t  f o r g e t  it! 

A.  . I could have s a i d  t h a t ,  co lonel .  I ' m  n o t  saying 
I didn '  t say  it, bu t  as t o  what I a c t u a l l y  s a i d ,  I d o n ' t  r e -
c a l l ,  sir.  I wish I could.  

MR MACCRATE: Sergeant  Major, Did Sergeant  KIRKPATRICK e v e r  
t e l l  you what he had monitored on t h e  a v i a t i o n  n e t  between t h e  
Warlords and your t roops on t h e  ground on 1 6  March? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o ,  s l r .  He never told--

Q • ( In terpos ing)  H e  never  t o l d  you what he monitored, 
and what l e d  t o  a c a l l  being made by Captain HENDERSON, t h e  
duty o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  TOC? 
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A. l-k could have, s i r ,  b u t  I mean, I d o n ' t  remember 
this c a l l  monitored between t h e  Warlords and the--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Char l i e  Company on t h e  ground. They
had a conf ron ta t ion  between t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  and t h e  p la-
toon l eader  on t h e  ground? 

A. Again, s i r ,  i f  he s a i d  anything t o  me about it, I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  

I0: Colonel MILLER? 

COL MILLER: No, sir. 

10: You had t h e  earphones on t h a t  morning as  you were 
f l y i n g  around on t h e  morning of t h e  1 6 t h ,  and you were l i s t e n -
i n g  t o  the same t h i n g  t h a t  t h e  b r igade  commander was l i s t e n i n g  
t o .  When we g e t  f i n i s h e d  h e r e ,  I am going t o  have one of t h e  
o f f i c e r s  go wi th  you and play a t a p e  f o r  you s o  t h a t  you can 
hea r  what you heard  t h a t  morning, and s e e  i f  t h a t  won't r e f r e s h  
your memory. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q We do happen t o  have a t a p e  t h a t  w a s  made t h a t  
morning. How c l o s e  d id  you l i v e  wi th  t h e  members of your 
f l i g h t  detachment? 

A. By c l o s e ,  s i r ,  what do you mean? 

(2- rzid you e a t  with them o r  d i d  you e v e r  have a beer  
w i t h  them, o r  were they j u s t  a group of  people t h a t  were 3 
miles  o f f  someplace? Were you c l o s e  t o  them? You were i n  a 
small  br igade  headquar ters?  

A. They d i d n ' t  b i l l e t  i n  our  a rea .  .They were down 
t h e  s t r i p  t h e r e .  

9- Wlt  you knew who they were? 

A .  ' Yes, s i r ,  I knew who they  w e r e .  

Q. How about t h e  174th? 
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A. They were t h e  ones t h a t  were f l y i n g  our  Charl ie-
Char l i e ,  sir. 

Q. COONEX, f o r  example? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Sometimes you had your Charl ie-Charl ie  flown by 
your own f l i g h t  detachment too?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. It was a Major SMTTH and a Captain--
I d o n ' t  remember t h e  c a p t a i n ' s  name, s i r .  He made cap ta in  
over  t h e r e .  I remember Major SMITH.  H e  was t h e  a v i a t i o n  
commander, I guess you would c a l l  it. 

Q Your a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

A. They, t o o ,  l i v e d  down t h i s  s t r i p .  

Q. How about t h e  174th? When you a r r i v e d  t h e r e ,  
d i d n ' t  they have one of t h e  only clubs around where you could 
go and s i t  down and have a bee r ,  and you g o t  your own put  up 
and s o  on? 

A. S i r ,  as  long as  I was i n  Duc Pho, I never had a 
d r ink  i n  t h e  17.4thrs a rea .  

Q. Rid you know any of t h e  174th people very w e l l ?  

A .  The only one t h a t  I a c t u a l l y  knew was M r .  COONEY. 
He had o t h e r  warrant  o f f i c e r s  t h a t  used t o  come up with him 
on something l i k e  a t ra ining--not  a t r a i n i n g ,  b u t  t h e i r  t i m e .  
I never went up t o  t h e  174th NCO c lub  o r  t h e  o f f i c e r ' s  c lub.  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  any comment from those people o r  
from the  people i n  your headquar ters ,  a s i d e  from what w e  have 
been t a l k i n g  about ,  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e r e  had been some un-
necessary k i l l i n g  of people down h e r e  t h i s  day? 

A. No, sir .  The only ones t h a t  I eve r  a c t u a l l y  con-
versed  w i t h  was M r .  COONEY o r  Major SMITH, and I never heard 
any remarks from them r e l a t i v e  t o  unnecessary k i l l i n g s .  

Q. How about from some of t h e  o t h e r  people around t h e  
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headquarters?  Were you e v e r  aware, f o r  example, t h a t  Captain 
MEDINA may have been i n  t r o u b l e  f o r  shoot ing  a  woman? 

A. Eb, sir .  No, s l r .  I was n o t  aware of t h a t .  

Q. I n  your p o s i t i o n  you had no cause t o  suspec t  t h a t  
something unusual had t r a n s p i r e d  o r  taken  p lace  i n  P i d c v i l l e  
o r  My Lai  ( 4 )  o r  Son My on 16 March 1968? 

A. , sir. I had no cause t o  suspec t  i t  then.  

Q- Tha t ' s  a l l  I am t a l k i n g  about is then .  I ' m  no t  
t a l k i n g  about you read ing  i t  i n  t h e  newspapers. 

(2. Fb, sir ,  I d i d  n o t .  Outside of  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  l a t e r  
on, a few days l a t e r ,  I was aware " t a t  t h e r e  was some type of 
i n q u i r i e s  being made, b u t  a s  t o  t h e  b a s i c  fundamentals, I have 
no knowledge of i t ,  sir.  I d o n ' t  know what t r a n s p i r e d  between 
d iv i s ion  and br igade ,  o r  d i v i s i o n  and t h e  province.  

10: Do you have anything f u r t h e r ,  M r .  MACCRATE? 

MR MACCRATE: No. 

10: COL MILLER? 

COL MILLER: On t h a t  a f te rnoon of t h e  1 6 t h ,  d i d  you hear  
Colonel HENDERSON o r  anyone e l s e  o r d e r  Char l i e  Company t o  sweep 
back through the v i l l a g e  of My Lai f o r  any reason a t  a l l ,  t o  
make a  body count o r  f o r  o t h e r  purposes? 

A. Colonel,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  be ing  g iven ,  b u t  I 
must t e l l  you I read  t h i s  and I know a l l e g e d l y  what was sup-
posed t o  have taken p lace .  I d o n ' t  remember Colonel HENDERSON 
t e l l i n g  Char l i e  Company t o  sweep back through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Did you, on t h a t  day, h e a r  t h a t  General KOSTER may 
have countermanded an o rde r  by Colonel HENDERSON? 

Not t h a t  day, s ir .  No, s i r .  

Q. Ch any o t h e r  day? 

A. Pgain, s ir ,  I read t h i s .  
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Q- Would it be very usua l  f o r  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander 
t o  come on t h e  a i r  and countermand t h e  o rde r  of  a br igade  com-
mander i n  your opinion? 

A .  Would it be usual?  

Q- Yes. 

A.  In my opin ion ,  no,  s i r .  

Q - you th ink  t h a t ' s  something t h a t  t h e  N C O ' s  might 
t a l k  about? I ' m  n o t  asking you whether t h e y  d i d  i n  t h i s  case.  
You've been a command se rgean t  major.  

A. I would say  s o .  

Q I t  might be passed around? 

A.  Yes, sir.  

Q- Ib you t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  se rgean t  major would happen 
t o  h e a r  about t h a t ?  

A. I would say he would, s i r .  

Q* . 2  Did any such information come t o  your a t t e n t i o n  on 
o r  &out 1 6  March i n  r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  My La? opera t ion?  

A.  , sir. Not t o  my a t t e n t i o n ,  co lone l .  

10: S r g e a n t  WALSH, we apprec ia te  your coming i n .  I 
must say  t h a t  I ' m  no t  f u l l y  convinced t h a t  you have t o l d  us 
everyth ing  t h a t  you can remember; and I can t e l l  you t h a t  r i g h t  
s t r a i g h t  t o  you. What I ' d  l i k e  you t o  do is  t o  cont inue t o  
t h i n k  about t h i s  and t h i n k  r e a l  h a r d ,  because r i g h t  h e r e ,  t o  
a degree,  you've go t  t h e  r e a l  honor of the  11 th  Brigade of t h e  
America1 Divis ion of the  United S t a t e s  A m y .  T h a t ' s  what it 
amounts t o ,  because t h e  American peonle a r e  t h e  ones t h a t  a r e  
going t o  make t h e  judgment on t h i s  th ing .  So you th ink  r e a l  
hard  on t h e s e  th ings  t h a t  I have been t a l k i n g  t o  you about 
t h i s  morning. Every one of t h e s e  th ings  t h a t  I have been t a l k - ,  
i n g  about happened, and I know they  happened. With those things 
i n  mind, i f  t h e s e  th ings  s t a r t  f i t t i n g  back i n  p lace ,  I want 
you t o  immediately pick up a te lephone and g e t  i n  touch wi th  
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t h i s  o f f i c e  s o  t h a t  we  can t a k e  advantage of t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  
information you have. In  a d d i t i o n ,  i f  you can th ink  of any 
4ocuments i n  terns of d i r e c t i v e s ,  memoranda, l e t t e r s ,  mans, 
photos ,  a e r i a l  photos o r  anything of t h i s  n a t u r e ,  I would l i k e  
t o  hea r  about it. I would g ive  t h i s  oppor tun i ty  t o  you t o  ask 
any ques t ions  t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  ask ,  and/or i f  you would 
l i k e  t o  e n t e r  a s ta tement  i n t o  t h e  record?  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  have any q u e s t i o n s ,  bu t  I do have a 
s t a t emen t ,  and I d o n ' t  know how i t  appears  t o  t h i s  committee. 
I ' m  n o t  say ing  t h a t  it is no d i f f e r e n t  than  any o t h e r  day i n  
my l i f e ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  recount  any i n c i d e n t s  of  t h a t  s ~ e c i f i c  
day. I only  wish,  as  t h e  Lord above i s  my judge, t h a t  I could 
s i t  down and mental ly  t a k e  myself through t h a t  s p e c i f i c  day o r  
any o t h e r  day i n  Vietnam. 

* 

Q. Here is one of  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  you ought t o  remember. 
This i s n ' t  j u s t  any o t h e r  day i n  Vietnam. This  is a very 
s p e c i a l  day,  and it was n s p e c i a l  day f o r  your br igade  f o r  t h e  
many t h i n g s  t h a t  have been brought o u t .  It was a s p e c i a l  day 
f o r  you because t h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  day t h a t  you have been i n  t h e  
f i e l d  w i t h  a new br igade  commander. This i s  t h e  f i r s t  day t h a t  
you served  under him as  h i s  command s e r g e a n t  major. You had a 
brand new r a d i o  o p e r a t o r  on t h a t  a i r p l a n e  wi th  you, and you had 
t o  g ive  him a l o t  of f a t h e r l y  guidance on Lihcsr r z d i c s  and 
th ings  under an o p e r a t i o n a l  environment. You had the b i g g e s t  
con tac t  t h a t  t h e  br igade had e v e r  had i n  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  you had 
been i n  South Vietnam. So, t h e r e  a r e  many reasons ,  and I could 
probably name a few more, why you should remember t h i s  v i v i d l y .  
A s  f a r  a s  I ' m  concerned, donrt j u s t  t r y  t o  look on t h i s  as  
be ing  any o t h e r  day because it wasn ' t  any o t h e r  day i n  t h e  l i f e  
of t h i s  b r i g a d e ,  and you a r e  t h e  s e n i o r  noncommissioned o f f i c e r  
i n  t h a t  b r igade .  

A. S i r ,  I ' l l  do my utmost t o  r e c a l l  anything on t h a t  
s p e c i f i c  d a t e .  

Q. I ' m  going t o  have Major ZYCHOIVSKI go through t h i s  
t a p e  wi th  you s o  t h a t  you can h e a r  a t  l e a s t  p a r t s  o f  t h e  con-
v e r s a t i o n  t h a t  you heard on t h e  r a d i o  t h a t  morning. 

A .  Yes ,  s ir ,  thank you. It might j a r  my memory back. 
I hope it does,  s i r ,  and I am s i n c e r e  about t h a t .  
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Q - Some of t h e s e  th ings  a r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  i n . t h e  
t a p e ,  but  t h e r e  i s  some of it i n  the  t ape .  Some of t h e  th ings  
t h a t  were s a i d  on t h e  r a d i o  t h a t  morning, anybody i n  a p o s i t i o n  
of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  and yours i s  a p o s i t i o n  of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  
would have perked t h e i r  e a r s  up, and they would have r e a l l y  
l i s t e n e d  t o  everyth ing  t h a t  was being s a i d .  

I would l i k e  t o  cau t ion  you before  w e  r ecess  t h a t  
you a r e  no t  t o  d i scuss  your testimony he re  with o t I ~ e r s ,  includ-  
i n g  any wi tnesses  f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  except  as  you may be 
repui red  t o  do s o  i n  t h e  performance of o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s  and 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  before  any competent admin i s t r a t ive ,  j u d i c i a l ,  o r  
l e g i s l a t i v e  body. Now, t h e r e  i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  you may be 
c a l l e d  before  one of t h e  congressional  committees. Most l i k e l y  
t h a t  committee would be t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  subcommittee of t h e  
House Armed Services  Committee, and i n  t h e  event  you a r e  c a l l e d  
be fo re  t h a t  l e g i s l a t i v e  body, your testimony h e r e  and your ap-
pearance h e r e  would i n  no way prevent  you o r  preclude you from 
s o  t e s t i f y i n g .  

A.  Yes, s i r .  

10: The hear ing  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1608, 3 February 1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: WHITE, J e r r y  H .  MAJ 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 2  February  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT: S3 ,  1 1 t h  Br igade  (28 February  1969 t o  
16 December 1 9 6 9 ) .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  w h i l e  he  was S3,  a copy o f  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t  was found i n  t h e  S5 
s a f e ,  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  a r e q u e s t  from Colonel  CROWE, t h e  
b r i g a d e  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  (pg.  3 ) .  T h i s  f i r s t  s e a r c h  was 
made i n  March 1969 (pg.  1 5 ) .  A l l  s t a f f  s e c t i o n s  s e a r c h e d  
t h e i r  f i l e s  (pgs .  3 ,  4 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  Colonel  TREADWELL 
making an i n q u i r y  on t h e  r e p o r t  (pg. 6 ) ,  n o r  d i d  h e  r e c a l l  
t n e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  f i n d i n g s  o f  t h e  r e p o r t ,  
which he  n e v e r  saw (pg.  8 ) .  L a t e r  h e  s a i d  t h a t  h e  d i d  n o t  
n o t i c e  i f  t h e  r e p o r t  had more t h a n  one group o f  two pages  
(pg.  9 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  though t  i t ' m i g h t  have 

Deen found i n  t h e  S2 s a f e ,  because  someone t o l d  him t h a t  
(pgs .  11, 2 1 ) .  H e  c o u l d  n o t  r e c a l l  who had informed him 

o f  t h i s  (pgs .  13 -15) ,  b u t  h e  s t a t e d  t h a t  it w a s  found i n  
November 1969 i n  t h e  S2 s a f e  where i t  had been  placed f o r  
s a f e k e e p i n g  (pg.  1 7 )  . The w i t n e s s  t h e n  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  
i n i t i a l l y  t h e  r e p o r t  was s a i d  t o  have been  i n  t h e  S1  s a f e  
(pg.  2 3 ) .  T h i s  w a s  based  on i n f o r m a t i o n  from Colonel  
HANSON (pg.  2 5 ) .  H e  had no r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  l o o k i n g  f o r  any 
p a p e r s  i n  t h e  S3  f i l e s  conce rn ing  a r e p o r t  on an i n c i d e n t  
(pgs .  25-27) .  The v i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  Major COX mentioned 
a t r u e  copy b e i n g  made i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  b u t  he  d i d  n o t  
see i t  o r  E x h i b i t  R - 1  (pg .  27)  . H e  r e c a l l e d  a  ment ion o f  
Co lone l  G U I N N ' s  name, b u t  d i d  n o t  know i n  what  c o n t e x t  
(pgs .  27,  2 8 ) .  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1105 h o u r s ,  2 Feb-
rua ry  1970.) 

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  named persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG 
PEERS, MR MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ COOP. 

The nex t  w i t n e s s  i s  Major J e r r y  A. WHITE. 

(MAJ WHITE was c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows: )  

P l e a s e  s t a t e  your  f u l l  name, g rade ,  S o c i a l  
S e c u r i t y  number, s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n .  

A. J e r r y  A l l en  WHITE, Major, . I ' m  
a t t e n d i n g  t h e  Armed Forces  S t a f f - C o l l e g e  i n  Norfolk ,  V i r -
g i n i a .  

10: Major W H I T E ,  on my l e f t  i s  M r .  Rober t  MACCRATE. 
H e  i s  a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y  who has  vo lun tee red  h i s  s e r v i c e s  
t o  S e c r e t a r y  RESOR t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  He 
a l s o  s e r v e s  a s  a l e g a l  counse l  t o  m e  and t h e  o t h e r  members 
i n  t h e  i n q u i r y  team. On my r i g h t  i s  Colonel  ARMSTRONG, who 
has been d e s i g n a t e d  by General  WESTMORELAND and h i s  o f f i c e  
a s  an a s s i s t a n t  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  E i t h e r  M r .  MACCRATE 
o r  Colonel  ARMSTRONG and myself may ade re s s  q u e s t i o n s  t o  
you t h i s  morning. We have o t h e r  teams such a s  t h i s  t h a t  
a r e  t a k i n g  tes t imony from o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s .  It  w i l l  be 
my job t o  p u t  t o g e t h e r  a r e p o r t ,  t o  weigh t h e  evidence 
and t o  de te rmine  t h e  f i n d i n g s  and recommendations. Have 
you had an oppor tun i ty  t o  r e a d  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I have. 

Q Do you unders tand  them o r  have any ques t ions  
about  them? 

A. I have no q u e s t i o n s .  I unders tand  them, s i r .  

Q- Major WHITE, would you i n d i c a t e  your  duty  as-
signment w i t h  t h e  America1 Div i s ion ,  any reass ignment  o r  
changes -nf- assignment you may have had ,  a long  wi th  approxi-
mate d a t e s ,  and your t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  s e r v i c e  w i t h  t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

1 
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A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  I a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  
on 1 3  January 1969. From 1 3  January 1969 u n t i l  2 8  February 
1969 I was t h e  G3 a i r ,  Americal Div is ion .  I was r ea s s igned  
on 28  February t o  t h e  S3  of  t h e  l l t h  Brigade,  and I se rved  
a s  t h e  S3 of t h e  l l t h  Brigade from 28 February u n t i l  I 
depa r t ed  on 16 December 1969. 

Q. Since  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t  of 
16 March 1968 became a  m a t t e r  o f  p u b l i c  knowledge, toward 
t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of September o r  October of  l a s t  y e a r ,  through 
t h e  r a d i o ,  t e l e v i s i o n ,  newspapers, and s o  on, have you had 
any d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  anybody from t h e  Americal D iv i s ion  
concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  of t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  o r  
any a s p e c t  concerning t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I have had no d i s c u s s i o n s  concerning 
t h e  i n c i d e n t .  However, I d i d  g e t  involved i n  g a t h e r i n g  
m a t e r i a l  o r  d a t a  f o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  t h e  i n i t i a l  i n v e s t i g a -
t i o n .  To a degree ,  I w a s  j u s t  t a sked  wi th  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
of going through my r eco rds  and f i n d i n g  what a l l  I could 
p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  a l l e g e d  My La i  i n c i d e n t  o r  My Lai  i t s e l f .  

Q W e l l ,  subsequent  t o  t h i s  coming t o  t h e  p u b l i c ' s  
a t t e n t i o n ,  have you had any d i s c u s s i o n s  wi th  anybody? 

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t o  my knowledge. The f i r s t  t i m e  
it came up a t  a l l - - I  d o n ' t  remember t h e  e x a c t  month, sir.  
A t  t h a t  t i m e  I d i d n ' t  pay much a t t e n t i o n ,  t o  t e l l  you t h e  
t r u t h .  I was involved  w i t h  s o  many o t h e r  t h i n g s .  But, 
they d i d  ask  us a t  one t i m e  t o  f i n d  t h e  o r i g i n a l - -

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No. I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  a f t e r  
t h i s  became a matter of p u b l i c  knowledge. 

A. No, s i r .  

Q- Now, you h a v e n ' t  t a l k e d  t o  anybody? Nobody's
c a l l e d  you on t h e  phone, or--

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  No, s i r .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  Now, w e  have t a l k e d  t o  some of  t h e  
people  t h e r e  concerning t h e  l o c a t i o n  of  c e r t a i n  r e p o r t s  
and papers  and s o  on,  and t h a t ' s  e x a c t l y  t h e  reason  we have 
you i n  h e r e .  
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A. Okay, s ir .  

Q Now, one of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  we d i d  t a l k  t o  
was Colonel TREADWELL. Colonel TREADWELL i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
you were involved i n  l o c a t i n q  t h i s  document. So what I would 
i i k e  you t o  do i s ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of your r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  t o  s t a r t  
from t h e  beginning and c a r r y  through wi th  e x a c t l y  what you 
d i d ,  and then  M r .  MACCRATE and poss ib ly  myself w i l l  have 
some ques t ions  t o  ask you. 

A. Okay, s i r .  I say aga in ,  I don1t remember t h e  
d a t e s ,  b u t  t h e  . o r i g i n a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  d i d  ask us t o  find--
I was t h e  S3, and it was n o t  i n  my s a f e ,  b u t  it was found. 
I d i d  n o t  f i n d  it pe r sona l ly ,  b u t  it was found i n  t h e  S5 
s a f e .  And, a t  t h a t  t ime of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
I was n o t  involved  a t  a l l .  I j u s t  knew it was found and 
w e  r e t a i n e d  it a t  t h a t  t ime i n  t h e  S5 s a f e .  I t  was t h e  
o r i g i n a l  p o r t i o n  of it. L a t e r ,  however, I was asked t o  go 
through my reco rds  i n  d e t a i l ,  which was r e c e n t l y ,  i n  the  
l a s t  2 months. They wanted m e  t o  come up wi th  anything 
p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h i s  My Lai a t  t h a t  t ime i n  March. I d i d ,  
a t  t h a t  t ime,  go through my records  i n  d e t a i l  t o  f i n d  
any j o u r n a l s ,  t h e  a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t ,  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  
b a t t l e  a t  t h e  t ime. I a l s o  checked t h e  1/20 I s  r ecords  
wi th  t h e i r  XO t o  see i f  they could f i n d  it. 

MR MACCRATE: I would l i k e  t o  go back t o  t h e  i n i t i a l  re-
q u e s t  you r ece ived .  From whom d i d  you r e c e i v e  i t ?  

A. S i r ,  I ' m  very hazy on t h a t .  I d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  
a r e q u e s t  on t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I knew t h a t  t h e  
b r igade  XO, I b e l i e v e  i t , w a s  Colonel CROWE, was asked by 
somebody t o  f i n d  t h a t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  The p r i n c i p l e  s t a f f ,  
t h e  1, 2 ,  3 ,  and 4 a l l  went through our  s a f e s  a t tempt ing  
t o  f i n d  it. 

Q g  What was t h e  r e q u e s t ?  To f i n d  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. How was t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  desc r ibed  t o  you? 

A. That  was it ,  sir.  

Q. An i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  what? 
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A. Of My Lai .  Well,  no, t h a t ' s  n o t  c o r r e c t .  In-
v e s t i g a t i o n  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  i n c i d e n t ,  which I 
had no knowledge of whatsoever.  I s t a r t e d  s e a r c h i n g  my 
f i l e s  f o r  it, and I c o u l d n ' t  f i n d  it i n  any of my r eco rds .  

Q I t  was i d e n t i f i e d  a t  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. Was t h e r e  any f u r t h e r  d e s c r i p t i o n  a s  t o  t ime? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  Wewere t o l d  March 1968. T h a t ' s  
about a l l  we were g iven ,  r e p o r t  of  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  i n c i d e n t ,  
March 1968. Other t h a n  t h a t ,  I have no knowledge of  it. 

Q. Was t h e r e  any sugges t ion  of where you should  
look f o r  t h i s ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  j u s t  go through o u r  r eco rds .  The XO 
asked us a l l  t o  go through o u r  r eco rds  and s e e  i f  w e  had 
it. I say  I d i d n ' t ,  b u t  I know it was found, where it was 
kep t .  T h a t ' s  a l l  I was involved  a t  a l l ,  j u s t  asked t o  
f i n d  it, which I d i d n ' t .  

Q. Could you i n d i c a t e  how you went about  looking
f o r  it a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I went Sack through,  i n i t i a l l y ,  a l l  
of my a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t s ,  j o u r n a l s ,  and a t  t h a t  t ime a t -
tempting t o  f i n d  anyth ing  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  P i n k v i l l e .  I r e a l l y  
d i d n ' t  know what I w a s  looking  f o r .  I went through a l l  
t h e  f o l d e r s  I k e p t  through 1968 which were no t  very many a t  
t h a t  t ime.  The r eco rds  were n o t  t o o  complete i n  t h i s  par-
t i c u l a r  shop .. Well,  I j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  f i n d  anyth ing  p e r t a i n i n g  
t o  it a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

a* You c o u l d n ' t  f i n d  anyth ing  r e l a t i n g  t o  P i n k v i l l e ?  

A. Not t o  P i n k v i l l e .  

Q. Has anyone mentioned Task Force Barker  t o  you 
a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A.  Y e s ,  sir. Task Force Barker was mentioned. 

Q , And d i d  you look f o r  r eco rds  a t  Task Force Barker?  
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A. Not a t  t h a t  t ime,  no s i r .  I d i d n ' t .  I was 
looking f o r  a 2-pzge, I b e l k v e ,  o r  a :-page i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q You had been t o l d  t h a t  it was a 2-page o r  3-page
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I had n o t  been t o l d  t h a t .  L a t e r ,  I 
understood t h a t ' s  what i t  was. I d i d n ' t  know what I was 
looking f o r ,  o t h e r  than  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  from P i n k v i l l e ,  and 
Task Force Barker was mentioned and t h e  t ime pe r iod  of 
March 1968 s o  I went r i g h t  through t h e  f o l d e r s  f o r  February 
and March 1968. I d i d  no t  t u r n  up anything i n  my records  
p e r t a i n i n g  t o  it. 

Q • W e l l ,  I want t o  come back aga in  t o  what you 
w e r e  t o l d  t o  look f o r .  You s a i d  something about looking 
f o r  a 2 o r  3-page memorandum. Was t h e r e  any sugges t ion  
a t  t h a t  t ime a s  t o  t h e  r e p o r t  o r  r e p o r t s  t h a t  you were 
looking  f o r ?  Because it i s n ' t  nea r ly  a s  s imple  a s  you seem 
t o  sugges t  t h a t  you know t h e  answers. W e  have informat ion  
t h a t  t h e r e  were two r e p o r t s  h e r e ,  and we a r e  anxious t o  f ind  
o u t  j u s t  what you were t o l d  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

A. Well,  I would l i k e  t o  be a b l e  t o  r e c a l l  t h e  
e x a c t  words, which I cannot. I know somebod? a t  t h e  t i m e  
had some knowledge of t h e  paper.  The former b r igade  
commander o r  somebody had some knowledge of  it. So, a t  
t h a t  t ime,  I b e l i e v e ,  they g e n e r a l l y  knew what they  were 
looking f o r .  But I had no knowledge of it. So r e a l l y  I ' m  
s o r t  of l o s t .  I was j u s t  t o l d  t o  look f o r  t h i s  p i e c e  of 
paper ,  which I d i d n ' t  f i n d .  They found it w i t h i n  t h e  
nex t  day o r  t h a t  day,  and everybody seemed s a t i s f i e d  a t  
t h a t  t ime. I d i d n ' t  even t h i n k  any more about it. 

Q You r e c a l l  i t  was found a s  qu ick ly  a s  t h a t  
a f t e r  you f i r s t  heard  about i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  A f t e r  I f i r s t  heard  about it, e i t h e r  
t h a t  day o r  t h e  nex t  day, they  had it. The b r igade  XO had 
it, and I was no longer  involved i n  it and went about  my 
bus iness .  . I d i d n ' t  ask any q u e s t i o n s ,  nor  d i d  I eve r  read  it. 

Q- L e t t s  t r y  t o  fix t h i s  i n  t i m e  i f  we can. I n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  ~ o l o n e l - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~being  t h e  XO, can you r e c a l l  who 
was t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of t h e  b r igade  a t  t h a t  t ime? 
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A. Yes, s i r ,  Colonel  TREADWELL. I ' m  q u i t e  s u r e  
Colonel  TREADWELL was t h e  b r i g a d e  commander a t  t h a t  t ime.  

Q. Can you r e c a l l  speak ing  t o  Colonel  TREADWELL 
about. it? 

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  about  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  r e p o r t .  I t  
may have come up t h a t  we were looking  f o r  it. But a s  f a r  
a s  m e  speak ing  d i r e c t l y  t o  Colonel  TREADWELL about  t h i s  re -
p o r t ,  I don' t remember t h a t .  

Q You d o n ' t  remember Colonel  TREADWELL making an 
i n q u i r y  of  you i n  t h i s  r ega rd?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  d i r e c t l y .  I ' m  s u r e  he d i d .  I ' m  
s u r e  he t a l k e d  t o  me about  it.  I n  t h e  headqua r t e r s  t h e r e ,  
I handled most of t h o s e  t h i n g s .  I was f a i r l y  c l o s e ,  s o  I 
could j u s t  walk i n .  He probably t a l k e d  t o  me about  it. 
H e  d i d n ' t - a s k  m e  p e r s o n a l l y ,  "Major WHITE, go f i n d  t h e  re-
p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n . "  I knew we were s e a r c h i n g  f o r  i t ,  
and I ' m  s u r e  I t a l k e d  t o  him about  it: " I t ' s  been found,"  
o r  "The S5 had i t , "  o r  " I t ' s  i n  t h e  S5 s a f e , "  o r  something 
a long  t h i s  l i n e .  

Q- W e l l ,  now do you r e c a l l  t h a t  he t o l d  you it 
was. i n  t h e  S5 s a f e ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h e  S5 a t  t h e  t ime ,  'P.lajor P E R K I N S ,  
found it i n  h i s  s a f e .  

Q A r e  you q u i t e  c l e a r  on t h a t ?  Do you remember 
t a l k i n g  t o  Major PERKINS about  t h a t ?  

A.  No, s i r .  I ' m  n o t  q u i t e  c l e a r  on t h a t  whole r e -
p o r t .  A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  it was j u s t  a m a t t e r  of looking  f o r  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  I t  d i d n ' t  mean t h a t  much t o  m e  a t  t h a t  
t ime.  The only t h i n g  I know i s  what I hea rd  about  i t ,  
t h a t  it was found i n  t h e  S5 s a f e ,  o r  p o s s i b l y  i n  t h e  S1 
s a f e .  

Q. W e l l ,  I ' d  l i k e  you t o  t h i n k  about some of t h e  
conve r sa t ions  t h a t  were going on i n  t h e  b r igade  a t  t h a t  
t ime.  A s  you say ,  t h e r e  was some knowledge of what you 
w e r e  looking  f o r .  There was an i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  it was 
a couple-page r e p o r t  and t h a t  t h i s  in format ion  was h e l d  by 
some people  i n  t h e  b r igade .  
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A. S i r ,  I t h i n k  t h e r e  were people  i n  t h e  b r igade  
t h a t  had knowledge of Task Force Barker  and had some know-
ledge  of P i n k v i l l e .  I hea rd  t h e s e  terms mentioned. I d i d  
n o t  query them on i t ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  p a r t i c u l a r i l y  have a 
need t o  know. I t h i n k  Colonel  CROWE had knowledge of  Task 
Force Barker .  I t h i n k  he was t h e r e  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  b u t  o t h e r  
t han  t h a t ,  w e  ' d  j u s t  completely changed-over a l l  t h e  
personne l  i n c l u d i n g  myself and t h e  e n t i r e  s t a f f .  None of  
us u n t i l  l a t e r  had any knowledge. 

Q- But you d i d  have some N C O ' s  t h a t  c a r r i e d  for -
ward? 

A. . Y e s ,  s ir .  We d i d  have N C O ' s  t h a t  c a r r i e d  for -
ward. I d i d  n o t  t a l k  t o  any N C O ' s  about  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
t h i n g .  I d o n ' t  know i f - a n y  o f  them were t h e r e  a t  t h e  t i m e  
o r  n o t .  

Q Who. w a s  your  o p e r a t i o n s  s e r g e a n t ?  

A. I t ' l l  come t o  m e  i n  a moment, s ir .  

Q Can you r e c a l l  t a l k i n g  t o  Major PERKINS about  
t h i s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, s ir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t a l k i n g  t o  
Major PERKINS a t  a l l .  I remember t h e  XO c a l l e d  us a l l  i n  
and t a l k e d  t o  us and s a i d  t h a t  we had t o  f i n d  t h i s  r e p o r t .  
We a l l  looked f o r  it, and it was found by one of t h e  o t h e r  
s t a f f  members. I thought  a t  t h e  t ime it was j u s t  found. 
I could b e -wrong. 

Q Do you reme'mber t a l k i n g  t o  Major MELTON about 
i t ?  

A. No, s i r .  To my knowledge, Major MELTON depa r t ed  
a t  t h a t  t ime .  Major HAYDEN w a s  t h e  S1  then .  Major MELTON 
l e f t  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  I a r r i v e d ,  w i t h i n  2 o r  3 days a f t e r  I 
a r r i v e d .  

I0 : When d i d  you a r r i v e  aga in?  

A. 28  February,  s i r .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r w a r d s ,  w i t h i n  
a week, t h e  S2 and t h e  S3 and t h e  S4 a l l  l e f t .  I thought  
it was r e a l  c l o s e .  
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MR MACCRATE: Do you r e c a l l  who t h e  S 2  was a t  t h e  t ime? 

A. Yes, sir.  Major VEATCH was t h e  S2, b u t  he 
a l s o  l e f t  about  between 1 0  and 1 2  March, Major COX, who was 
then  t h e  S5,  took o v e r  a s  t h e  S2. 

,;Q Well,  a t  t h e  t ime you were looking  f o r  t h i s ,  
,do you r e c a l l  which was t h e  52 ,  Major VEATCH o r  Major COX? 

,A. . Major COX, s i r .  

@ *  It was Major COX by t h i s  t ime? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  what happened a f t e r  
5t was found? You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you hea rd  t h a t  it was 
;found, and t h e n  no th ing  f u r t h e r  was done u n t i l  some l a t e r  
.time? 

1A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  remember what 
,happened a f t e r  it was found,  o r  even what caused it t o  
,be i n v e s t i g a t e d  a t  t h e  t ime.  I t  was s o r t  of dropped. I 
never  hea rd  any more about  i t  u n t i l  l a t e r .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  a r e q u e s t  f o r  a t r u e  copy t o  be 
made of i t ?  Any d i s c u s s i o ~about  i t ?  

A. No, s i r .  I do n o t .  Not a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q =  Do you r e c a l l  any r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  c i rcumstances  
under which it was found? 

A .  No, sir.  J u s t  t h a t  it was found. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
any c i rcumstances .  

Q Do you remember any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of f i n d i n g  
any envelope wi th  n o t a t i o n s  on i t ?  

A .  NO, s i r .  

Q. Any r e f e r e n c e  t o  what o t h e r  papers  were found 
w i t h  t h i s  r e p o r t  of  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  when it was l o c a t e d ?  

A. No, sir.  I d i d  n o t  look a t  t h e  r e p o r t  when it 
w a s  l o c a t e d .  
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Q- You have no i d e a  as  t o  who was asking f o r  t h i s ?  
You're t h e  S 3  of t h e  br igade .  You i n d i c a t e  t h a t  y o u ' r e  
i n  and o u t  of t h e  comma~ding o f f i c e r ' s  loca t ion .  You t a l k  
with him about what ' s  going on, and t h i s  reques t  came i n ,  
and you h a v e n ' t  any i d e a  a t  t h a t  time of what the-- 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  S i r ,  a t  t h i s  t ime I thought t h i s  
was an admin i s t r a t ive  mat ter  n o t  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  opera t ions  
which I was involved i n  i n  March. They j u s t  made a normal 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r eques t  t h a t  d i d n ' t  mean anything a t  t h e  time. 

Q- Was t h e r e  any i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  was an 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  going on? 


A. L a t e r ,  I d id  h e a r ,  w i t h i n  t h e  next  2 o r  3 days, 

I would imagine, t h a t  t h e r e  was a  p o s s i b i l i t y  of an i n v e s t i - 

ga t ion  on t h e  P i n k v i l l e  i n c i d e n t .  


Q - Now, you say t h a t  i n  t h e  next  couple of days
you d i d  hea r  t h a t  t h e r e  was a p o s s i b i l i t y  of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
What d i d  you hea r .  

(General PEERS l e f t  t h e  hea r ing  room. ) 

A. The only t h i n g  I hea rd ,  s i r ,  a t  t h a t  t ime, I 
b e l i e v e  it was March, i s  t h a t  t h e r e  was an i n c i d e n t  of some 
s o r t  t h a t  they r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  i n c i d e n t .  Very 
obviously,  you can look on t h e  map where it is .  Task Force 
Barker was mentioned. Major BARKER, I b e l i e v e  was subse-
quent ly k i l l e d .  A s  f a r  a s  what it was about o r  what it 
contained,  I d i d n ' t  read it, nor d i d  I ask any ques t ions  
about it. I t  was s o r t  of handled, a t  l e a s t  I have t h e  im-

' press ion ,  everyone came o u t  and s a i d ,  "You d o n ' t  have a 
need t o  know." I t  was s o r t  of handled as  a need t o  know 
t h i n g  a t  t h a t  t ime. They j u s t  d i d n ' t  d i scuss  it f r e e l y .  
I d i d n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  it was important  t o  me r i g h t  then ,  s o  
I d i d n ' t  ask any ques t ions  i n t o  t h e  mat ter  a t  a l l .  There 
was some kind  of an i n c i d e n t  a t  P i n k v i l l e  and l a t e r  i d e n t i -  
f i e d  as  My Lai.  I d i d n ' t  even know where it was a t  t h e  time. 

' Q-' Well, was t h e r e  any i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  a reques t  
had come from ou t s ide  t h e  br igade  f o r  t h i s ?  

A. Yes, sir, from d i v i s i o n .  
0 
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Q The reques t  had come from d i v i s i o n ?  Who was 
mentioned a t  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember, s i r .  I d o n ' t  know. Divis ion 
was looking f o r  it and t h a t  ' s  as  f a r  as  I know, name-wise, 
I d o n ' t  know. 

Q Colonel TREADWELL seems t o  have a b e t t e r  re-
c o l l e c t i o n  of h i s  conversa t ion  with you than of your con-
v e r s a t i o n  with h i m  Colonel TREADWELL. We've t a l k e d  t o  him. 
We've t a l k e d  t o  o t h e r  people i n  t h e  br igade  l a s t  year .  
There does seem t o  have been more conversat ion a t  t h a t  time 
than you r e c a l l .  I would l i k e  you t o  th ink  what you d id  
hea r  a t  t h a t  time. 

A. The only t h i n g  I ' c a n  remember f o r  s u r e ,  t h a t  i s  
very c l e a r  t o  me, is  t h a t  t h e  br igade  XO had asked a11 t h e  
s t a f f  t o  f i n d  it. Well, I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
between t h e  S 3  and t h e  CO, Colonel TREADWELL and I ,  t h a t  
i n  h i s  o f f i c e  t h i s  t h i n g  d i d  come up, "We're looking f o r  
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  c a l l e d  P i n k v i l l e  and Task Force Barker." 
Maybe 2 hours l a t e r  it was found. 

Q Was any a d d i t i o n a l  information obta ined  from 
anyone o u t s i d e  t h e  br igade  before  it was found, between 
t h e  time of t h e  o r i g i n a l  r eques t  and t h e  time it was found? 

A. To my knowledge, no, s i r .  

Q. You have a r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  it was found i n  
t h e  S5. We've had o t h e r s  say t h a t  you f i r s t  looked i n  
t h e  S5. 

A. Found i n  t h e  S2? 

Q And t h a t  nothing was found i n  t h e  S5. Now, 
you say it was found i n  t h e  S2? 

A. Well, I might be a b l e  t o  c l e a r  t h i s  up some. 
We discussed t h i s  be fo re  I l e f t .  We d i d n ' t  agree a t  t h i s  
time where it was found. When I was leaving  Vietnam, it 
came up. I thought t h e  S 5  found i t ,  and someone e l s e  s a i d ,  
"No,  it was i n  t h e  S2 s a f e . "  I c o u l d n ' t  be su re .  I t  
wasn ' t  i n  mine. 

Q ' You say t h i s  was d iscussed  before  you l e f t .  
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Can you t e l l  us about  t h a t  d i s c u s s i o n ?  With whom d i d  you 
have t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n ?  

A.  W e l l ,  l a t e r ,  w i t h i n  t h e  l a s t  2 months, w e  g o t  
q u i t e  involved  wi th  d igg ing  up a l l  t h e  in format ion  t h a t  
we p o s s i b l y  could  on it. I t h i n k  we had t o  g e t  t h i s  r e p o r t  
aga in  a t  a l a t e r  d a t e .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  it came up, "Where 
i s  i t ? "  And I s a i d ,  "Well, I t h i n k  i t ' s  i n  t h e  S5 s a f e . "  
I d i d n ' t  have it. 

Q - Well,  it came up aga in .  We're t e r r i b l y  i n t e r -
e s t e d  i n  t h i s .  When you say it came up aga in ,  I want t o  
know who brought  it up aga in .  

A .  I wish I could  be  more c l e a r ,  s ir .  Okay, now, 
s i r ,  we ' r e  g e t t i n g  very r e c e n t .  

Tha t '  s r i g h t .  

Q. We're g e t t i n g  i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  I be-
l i e v e  t h e  w a r r a n t  o f f i c e r  from MACV, appoin ted  by General  
ABRAMS--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Warrant O f f i c e r  FEHER? 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  h i s  name. H e  w a s  down a t  t h e  
b r igade  f o r  1 day and over  w i t h  t h e  S1 .  H e  was t h e r e  wi th  
Major HAYDEN. I t  was a f t e r  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  and a t  t h a t  t ime 
t h e  S 5  of t h e  b r i g a d e  was t a sked  t o  be t h e  c o n t a c t  o f f i c e r .  
I was o u t  of it. Our b r i g a d e  S5 was t h e  c o n t a c t  o f f i c e r .  
He went around and ga thered  up in fo rma t ion  f o r  t h i s  par-
t i c u l a r  i n d i v i d u a l  appointed by General  ABRAMS. 

Q Was Major PERKINS s t i l l  t h e  S5? 

A.  No, s ir .  

Q 9 Who was t h e  S5 a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. Major MACKINTOSH. 

Q.  Is Major MACKINTOSH s t i l l  a t  Duc Pho? 

A. Yes, s i r .  H e ' l l  be  t h e r e  u n t i l  about  20 March. 

Q.  He was t a sked  w i t h  t h e  job of going about  
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b r i g a d e  looking  f o r  such papers  a s  t h e  war ran t  o f f i c e r  w a s  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n ?  

A. A t  t h a t  t ime we g o t  much more organized  about  
what w e  were looking  f o r  and t h e  r eco rds  we were keeping 
on it. He went through my r e c o r d s .  A s  a m a t t e r  of  f a c t ,  
I!-e found s t u f f  i n  my f i l e s  t h a t  I h a d n ' t  g iven  a d e t a i l e d  
&arch i n  t h e  p a s t .  He found some t h i n g s  i n  my own f i l e s .  
&"e looked through a l l  t h e  r eco rds  w i t h i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  a t  
c h a t  t i m e .  

&. Do you r e c a l l  what he found i n  your  f i l e s  a t  
dha t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime?  

$ Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h e  a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t s  f o r  Task 
Force Barker.  A few days l a t e r  I went through them aga in  
& i t h  my people  and w? came up w i t h  t h e  o l d  j o u r n a l  e n t r i e s  
$,or t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  p e r i o d .  Of course ,  t h e  d i v i s i o n  had9 c o n t a c t  o f f i c e r .  We t u r n e d  it a l l  over  t o  him. I main-
tiained hand r e c e i p t s  f o r  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  l e f t  t h e  b r i g a d e  
i n  a f o l d e r ,  s o  I had a r eco rd  of  everybody t h a t  o b t a i n e d  
$nything f o r  t h e  b r i g a d e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

0. And it w a s  a t  t h i s  t ime t h a t  you had a con-
v e r s a t i o n  about t h e  f i n d i n g  of  a r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. Whatever t h e  d a t e  t h a t  General  ABIIANS appoin ted  
h i s  committee, when t h e  w a r r a n t  o f f i c e r  came up t h e r e  t o  
g e t  a copy. Tha t  was t h e  t i m e  t h a t  we had t o  f i n d  it. 
A t  t h a t  t i m e  we had a new XO. 

Q Who was t h e  new XO? 

A. I was t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k .  Names a r e  r e a l l y  s l i p p i n g  
by m e  r i g h t  now. H e ' s  n o t  t h e r e  now. 

Q- Colonel  JONES? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q- Was it HANSON? 

A. No, s ir ,  He was t h e  f i r s t  one. 

Q Colonel  HANSON preceded Colonel  CROWE? 
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A. Yes, s i r .  

Q- Was it t h e  t i n e  of-- 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Colonel  HANSON and Colonel  CROWE. 
Colonel  HENSHELL i s  t h e r e  n6w. 

Q. There  w a s  an XO between Colonel  CROWE and Col- 
o n e l  HENSHELL? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. He was t h e  XO i n  December 1969, t h e  month b e f o r e  
l a s t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  No, s ir .  H e  took over  t h e  cava l ry  
squadron o f  t h e  d i v i s i o n  on 27 o r  28  November, sir.  

Q. W e l l ,  I had understood-- 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I d o n ' t  mean, s i r ,  j u s t  r i g h t  
when I lef t .  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  i n  November. 

Q- So, du r ing  November, a f t e r  Colonel  CROWE had 
l e f t  and you had ano the r  XO,  pu r suan t  t o  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of 
General  ABRAMS, t h e r e  was a  w a r r a n t  o f f i c e r  a t  Duc Pho looking  
through your  v a r i o u s  f i l e s .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  Major MACKINTOSH w a s  
t a s k e d  wi th  t h e  job of a s s i s t i n g  t h i s  w a r r a n t  o f f i c e r  t o  
f i n d  t h i n g s  a t  b r i g a d e ?  

Y e s ,  s i r .  That  i s  c o r r e c t .  

Q- Now, I ' d  l i k e  you t o  t e l l  us anyth ing  you can 
r e c a l l  about  conve r sa t ions  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  f i n d i n g  of  t h e  
r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A .  W e l l ,  I remember t h e  second t i m e ,  s i r ,  speaking  
r e c e n t l y  aga in ,  t h e r e  were some d i f f i c u l t i e s  aga in  f i n d i n g  
this t h i n g .  W e  changed everybody. With some d i f f i c u l t y  
aga in ,  t h e  second t i m e  we found t h i s  r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q- Now, y o u ' r e  s t i l l  i n  November, o r  are you looking-- 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No. I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  November, 
which is  t h e  second t ime t h a t  I know o f  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
coming up. 
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Q. And when t h e  m a t t e r  was r a i s e d  aga in  i n  November, 
t h e r e  was a problem about  l o c a t i n g  i t ?  

A. Well ,  no one cou ld  walk r i g h t  t o  it and p u t  t h e i r  
hand on it. Again, what s a f e  was it i n ?  I remember they 
asked me, and I s a i d ,  "Well, I ' m  s u r e  it was i n  t h e  S5 
sa fe . ' '  

,Q W e l l ,  who asked you? Was it Colonel  HOFFMAN? 

,A. No, sir. No, s i r ,  n o t  Colonel  HOFFMAN. 

Q- Had Colonel  HOFFMAN taken  command a t  t h a t  t ime? 

a- Yes, s ir .  Colonel  HOFFMAN had j u s t  t aken  command. 
He had no knowledge o f  it a t  a l l .  I remember I t o l d  him 
what we were looking  f o r ,  because I had a l i t t l e  more know-
ledge  than  o t h e r s  about  what we were looking  f o r .  

$2- What d i d  you t e l l  him you were looking  f o r ?  

A. I t o l d  him we were l ook ing  f o r  a copy of  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  i n c i d e n t .  

Q- And how d i d  you d e s c r i b e  t h a t ?  How many s h e e t s  
of paper  were you look ing  f o r ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  d e s c r i b e  it t o  him, how many s h e e t s  of  
paper  it w a s .  I d i d n ' t  know how many s h e e t s  of paper .  I t  
was i n  a f o l d e r  o r  envelope o r  something,  t o  my knowledge. 
I have seen  t h e  envelope t h a t  it was i n .  

Q- Oh, you had seen  t h e  envelope i t  was i n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  l a y i n g  on t h e  X O ' s  desk a t  one t ime.  

Q. W e l l ,  w e ' r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h a t  envelope.  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. What can you t e l l  us about t h e  envelope,  a l e t t e r -
s i z e d  envelope,  a  mani la  envelope? 

A. Yes, s i r .  The mani la ,  8-by-10, o r  whatever it i s .  
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Q. Can you remember any w r i t i n g  on i t ?  

A. No, s ir .  I c a n ' t  remember any w r i t i n g .  

Q. Well, how you know i t ' s  t h e  envelope i n  ques t ion?  

A. 1 don1t know, s i r .  I know what was i n  it, b u t  
I never  d i d  open it up and s e e  i f  t h e  r e p o r t  w a s  i n  it. 

Q- But t h e r e  was r e f e r e n c e  made by someone t h a t  
t h i s  was t h e  envelope? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q - Well,  I ' m  going t o  ask t h e  n e x t  q u e s t i o n .  Who 
was t h e  person  t h a t  made t h a t  r e f e r e n c e ,  t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  
envelope? 

A. I n  November, I d i d  n o t  s e e  t h e  envelope.  

Q But you had a p r i o r  knowledge, and you were 
g i v i n g  Colone l  HOFFMAN o r  someone e l s e  a t  t h i s  t ime ,  maybe 
t h e  unnamed e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r ,  t h e  b e n e f i t  of your  p r i o r  
knowledge, which you i n d i c a t e d  was more than  most people  had? 

A. More t h a t  Colonel  HOFFMAN and t h e  XO, yes .  The 
p r i n c i p l e  s t a f f ,  t h e  same s t a f f  t h a t  had been t h e r e  back i n  
March 1969 w a s  looking  f o r  it be fo re .  The S2  which was 
t h e  same, and I was t h e  same, and t h e  S1. 

Q. You were going t o  t e l l  us t h a t  a t  an e a r l i e r  
t i r i l e  you had - the  envelope i d e n t i f i e d  t o  you o r  something 
of t h a t  s o r t ?  What i s  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A .  March i s  t h e  f i r s t  t ime w e  w e r e  e v e r  t a sked  
w i t h  f i n d i n g  t h a t  t h i n g ,  t h a t  r e p o r t .  When it was found, 
I say t h e  S5. I remember I was i n  t h e  X O ' s  o f f i c e .  He 
s a i d ,  " W e  found t h i s  P i n k v i l l e  r e p o r t  on Task Force Barker ."  
I remember s e e i n g  it t h e r e  on h i s  desk o r  he had it i n  h i s  
hand. It w a s  i n  an envelope o f  some s o r t .  

Q- T h i s  was Colonel  CROWE t h a t  s a i d  t h i s  t o  you? 

A. Colonel  CROWE, y e s ,  s i r .  

Q- Now, you s a y  March. Is t h a t  a d a t e  t h a t  you 
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f ixed  o r  t h a t  you just--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Time-frame-wise. I t  seems t h a t  
it was some time be fo re  t h e  end of March when it f i r s t  
came up. I remember Colonel CROWE took over 20 March f o r  
t h a t  job. . I  thought  it was s h o r t l y  a f t e r  he had taken over.  
It could have been Apr i l .  

Q Now, can you r e c a l l  anything t h a t  Colonel CROWE 
t o l d  you a t  t h e  time a s  t o  e i t h e r  t h e  r eques t  t h a t  he had 
rece ived  o r  t h e  a c t i o n  he was t a k i n g  with r e s p e c t  t o  the  
r e p o r t ?  

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q *  You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you understood it was a 
2-page r e p o r t ,  and a t  t h e  same time, you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
you d i d n ' t  r e c a l l  having looked a t  t h e  document. 

A. NO,  s i r .  

Q* Where d i d  you g e t  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  it was only 
two pages? 

A. Well, it seems l i k e  Colonel CROWE had mentioned 
it t o  me, o r  I th ink  Colonel CROWE had t a l k e d  t o  Colonel 
DONALDSON about it on t h e  phone. Colonel DONALDSON was t h e  
chief  of s t a f f .  I t  had t o  be a f t e r  28 March which was t h e  
change of command. I ' m  s u r e  a t  t h a t  t ime. Someone who 
had some knowledge of  t h a t  paper s a i d  it was a 2 o r  3-page 
repor t .  I ' m  s u r e  Colonel CROWE ind ica ted  t o  me t h a t  it was 
a 2 o r  3-page r e p o r t .  

Q- Did he r e f e r  t o  any accompanying documents? 

A. No, s i r .  He d i d  not .  Only t o  t h e  r e p o r t  of 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  That was what they c a l l e d  it. 

Q No re fe rence  a t  a l l  t o  t h e  accompanying docu-
ments? 

A. No, s i r ,  no t  t o  my knowledge. 

Q Now, coming back t o  November and looking again 
f o r  t h e  document. You i n d i c a t e d  it cou ldn ' t  be found. 
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A. Now, you say  it c o u l d n ' t  be found. S i r ,  a t  
t h a t  t ime ,  it d i d n ' t  t a k e  very long  t o  f i n d  it. The q u e s t i o n  
came up, "Who has  i t ? "  A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  Colonel  CROWE, when 
it w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  found had des igna t ed  a s a f e  where it would 
be  p u t  i n  and how it would be  k e p t .  H e  f e l t  a t  t h e  t i m e  
it wou1.d be  r e o c c u r r i n g .  The S2,  Major COX, t h e  day t h a t  
t hey  asked us t o  g e t  t h i s  t h i n g  o u t  a g a i n ,  was n o t  t h e r e .  
Whether he  w a s  on l e a v e ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  o r  up t o  d i v i s i o n  
o r  something. I remember h i s  shop was new and nobody i n  
h i s  shop knew about i t .  The nex t  day he r e t u r n e d ,  o r  t h a t  
a f t e rnoon  he r e t u r n e d  and it was found and tu rned  over  t o  
t h e  r i g h t  man f o r  whatever he  d i d  w i t h  it. 

Q W e l l ,  it i s  t r u e  t h a t  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  s e r g e a n t
had l e f t  i n  September. Do you remember h i s  name? 

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  remember h i s  name. 

Q Sezgeant  CAMELL? 

A. Se rgean t  CAMELL, y e s ,  s i r .  He had l e f t  i n  Sep-
tember w i t h  my o p e r a t i o n s  - s e rgean t .  

Q Consequently,  t h e r e  might w e l l  be  a d i f f i c u l t y  
w i t h  Major COX be ing  away, i f  it w a s  i n  h i s  hands.  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  Sergeant  C-AMELL had n o t  been r ep l aced .  

Q- . W e l l ,  do you r e c a l l  what was then  l o c a t e d  i n  
November when it was found? 

A. No, s ir .  I assumed, of  cou r se ,  a t  t h a t  t ime ,  
t h e r e  was on ly  one document, and they  s a i d  it was t h e  r k p o r t  
of i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I d i d n ' t  s e e  it. I know it was found. 

Q I t  i s  Colonel  HOFFMAN'S r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  j u s t  
2 pages of pape r  were brought  t o  him a t  t h i s  t ime i n  November. 
There a r e  a d d i t i o n a l  pages.  W e  a c t u a l l y  have a d d i t i o n a l  
pages. There a r e  o t h e r  pages  t h a t  have d i sappeared .  We 
a r e  t r y i n g  t o  t r a c e  t h i s  th rough ,  w i t h  c a r e ,  t o  s e e  i f  w e  can 
f i n d  where papers  were s e p a r a t e d .  This  may simply be t h a t  
a t  r ep roduc t ion  some papers  were moved i n t o  one l o c a t i o n  
o r  ano the r ,  and what we want t o  do i s  t o  b r i n g  them a l l  
back t o g e t h e r  aga in .  Some have ,  a p p a r e n t l y ,  been brought  
back t o g e t h e r .  But we ' r e  n o t  s u r e  t h a t  we have g o t t e n  
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eve ry th ing  t o g e t h e r  a t  t h i s  p o i n t .  That '  s why I ' m  l a b o r i n g  
t h i s  w i t h  you and t r y i n g  t o  g e t  you t o  r e c a l l  j u s t  as  much 
a s  you can.  Because it i s  o u r  in format ion  t h a t  t h e  r eques t  
fox t h e  document came through i n  such a way t h a t  it would 
l e a d  n a t u r a l l y  t o  have papers  s e p a r a t e d .  That  what w a s  
i n d i c a t e d  was an i n t e r e s t  i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  couple  of p i e c e s  
of paper .  They were p u l l e d  o u t  and t h e  o t h e r  papers  p o s s i b l y  
l e f t  behind.  So t h i s  i s  what we a r e  t r y i n g  t o  t r a c e  
through.  Any l i g h t  you can shed on j u s t  who was doing 
the hand l ing  of  t h e  paper  and what r e q u e s t s  w e r e  r ece ived  
a t  what t ime would be  very h e l p f u l  t o  us i n  p i e c i n g  t h i s  
t o g e t h e r .  

A. . Yes, s i r .  I a p p r e c i a t e  it. I f e e l  on t h e  
o r i g i n a l  one t h a t  c e r t a i n l y  Colonel  CROWE had t h e  f i r s t -
hand knowledge of  a l l  t h e  i n fo rma t ion ,  i n i t i a l l y .  

. Q - A s  you know, w e  have j u s t  been t o  Vietnam 
and t o  Duc Pho. 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q I brought  back w i t h  m e  t h i s  document which i s  
o u t  of  t h e  f i l e  of t h e  S2, which we have i d e n t i f i e d  h e r e  
a s  E x h i b i t  R-5. Now, you w i l l  n o t e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a 2-page 
r e p o r t ,  t hen  t h e r e  i s  a dqcument t h a t  is s t a p l e d  t o  it of  
2 pages ,  which has  a p e n c i l  n o t a t i o n  of i n c l o s u r e  2 ,  t hen  
a document of one page w i t h  a  p e n c i l  n o t a t i o n  of i n c l o s u r e  1. 
Does t h i s  i n  any way r e f r e s h  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of any 
d i s c u s s i o n s  o f  t h e  document, any d i s c u s s i o n s  o r  r e l a t e d  
documents, any d i s c u s s i o n  of  where documents were found? 
There a r e ,  o f  cou r se ,  o t h e r  cop ie s  of  t h a t  r e p o r t  t h a t  you 
ho ld  i n  your  hand,  o r  t h e r e  have been. W e  aKe ,  a t  t h i s  
t ime ,  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  l o c a t i n g  a l l  a v a i l a b l e  cop ie s .  

A. S i r ,  I ' m  n o t  a b s o l u t e l y  s u r e ,  b u t  it appears  
t o  me t h a t  back when we f i r s t  looked f o r  t h i s ,  t o  my know-
ledge  it was what we were looking  f o r .  When I walked t o  
t o  Colonel  CROWE's  o f f i c e  l a t e r  i n  t h e  day he had t h i s  i n  
h i s  hand, and I t h i n k  t h e  envelope was s l i d  i n  behind it. 
But ,  it i s  f a m i l i a r ,  t h a t  it was a r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
I d i d n ' t  r ead  it a t  t h e  t ime ,  b u t  I t h i n k  he d i d  have t h i s  
o u t  of t h e  envelope.  Now, whether  it was t h i s ,  I c a n ' t  
say .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  a green s h e e t  i n  t h e  papers
he h e l d  i n  h i s  hand? 
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A. No, sir. I do n o t  r e c a l l .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  whether he  j u s t  had t h e  two s h e e t s ,  
o r  d i d  he  have a d d i t i o n a l  s h e e t s  of  paper  i n  h i s  hand? 

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I remember s e e i n g  
them t h i s  way on t h e  o u t s i d e  of t h e  envelope o r  i n  h i s  hand 
o r  something,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember i f  it was s e v e r a l  pages 
o r  2 .  I d i d n ' t  r e a d  it. 

Q One q u e s t i o n  we're q u i t e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  is t h e  
volume of  paper  i n  t h e  envelope.  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q- There have been i n d i c a t i o n s  from some people
t h e r e  were a number of s h e e t s  o f  paper  i n  t h e  envelope,  and 
I wonder i f  you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  j u s t  what it was? 
Was it an envelope j u s t  s t u f f e d  wi th  paper ,  o r  was it--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, s i r ,  it was n o t  an envelope 
s t u f f e d  w i t h  paper .  J u s t  looking  a t  it, t h a t  looks  f a m i l i a r  
t o  me t h e  way t h a t  i s  now. I ' d  say  it i s  somewhat t h e  s i z e  
of it. Whether it had a g reen  s h e e t  on it o r  n o t  I c a n ' t  say .  
It c e r t a i n l y  w a s n ' t  any l a r g e r  t han  what you have r i g h t  
t h e r e .  

Q. ' ~ n dyou have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of it be ing  wi th  
an envelope t h a t  seemed t o  have a l o t  of  papers  i n  i t ?  

A. NO,  s i r .  

Q- And you wou ld 'pu t  t h i s  back a t  t h e  t i m e  of  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  s e a r c h ,  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of  1969? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  sometime i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1969. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  i f  anyone e l s e  was t h e r e  a t  t h e  
t i m e  you w e r e  d i s c u s s i n g  i t ?  

A. No, sir. I w i l l  s a y  t h e r e  i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  
t h a t  Major HAYDEN might have been i n  t h e  o f f i c e .  I ' m  n o t  
s u r e .  

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  Colonel  HOWARD 
t h e  I G  of  t h e  America1 hav ing  any i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s ?  
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A .  I do now. Yes, s i r .  

Q What do you r e c a l l  about  t h a t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e ,  s i r ,  t h a t  Colonel  HOWARD made a t r i p  
t o  Duc Pho on t h i s .  Right now, I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  t h e  reason 
w e  were asked t o  f i n d  it, I b e l i e v e .  I can remember walking 
i n t o  t h e  messha l l  one day and s e e i n g  Colonel  HOWARD and 
Colonel  CROWE t a l k i n g  about  t h i s  a t  t h a t  t ime.  I b e l i e v e  
t h a t  i s  t h e  reason  h e  went t o  Duc Pho. I n  f a c t ,  I ' m  p r e t t y  
s u r e .  

Q.  Do you r e c a l l  any conve r sa t ion  a t  t h a t  t i m e  a s  
t o  how they  w e r e  a b l e  t o  f i n d  i t ?  

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  know whether it was General  
DONALDSON, o r  probably Colonel  HANSON, t h e  XO,  had some 
knowledge of  where t o  look f o r  it. I b e l i e v e  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  
Colonel  CROWE might have t a l k e d  t o  Colonel  HANSON on working 
on it: "Where i s  t h i s  t h i n g ? "  I d o n ' t  remember what Colo-
n e l  HANSON s a i d .  I w a s n ' t  t h e r e  f o r  t h e  conve r sa t ion .  He 
asked Colonel  HANSON and maybe asked Colonel  DONALDSON, 
a l s o ,  when he was up a t  t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f ' s  o f f i c e .  

Q - Now, t h i s  i s  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  from your  i n i t i a l  
r e c o l l e c t i o n .  I unders tand  when you t r y  t o  reach  back our  
r e c o l l e c t i o n s  can p l ay  t r i c k s  w i t h  us .  This  is  why I ' m  
t r y i n g  t o  t r a c e  it through s t e p  by s t e p  wi th  ycu and g i v e  
you a l i t t l e  more t o  h e l p  r e f r e s h ,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  a s u f f i c i e n t  
number of o u t s t a n d i n g  q u e s t i o n s  h e r e  t h a t  I want t o  be s u r e  
t h a t  I d o n ' t  s u g g e s t  t h i n g s  t o  you,  b u t  r a t h e r  g e t  your b e s t  
r e c o l l e c t i o n .  You t o l d  us o r i g i n a l l y  t h a t  you were a l l  
t a s k e d  w i t h  t h e  i d e a  o f  looking  through your  f i l e s .  

At Yes, s i r .  T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q And t h a t  very s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  it was l o c a t e d ,  . 
you thought ,  i n  t h e  S5. 

A. I thought  i n  t h e  S5. 

Q- L a t e r ,  it seemed t o  have been i n  t h e  S2, b u t  
t h a t  t h i s  a l l  t r a n s p i r e d  i n  a very  s h o r t  p e r i o d  of t i m e .  
Now, y o u ' r e  r e c a l l i n g  ano the r  sequence.  

A. No, s i r .  I t h i n k  i t ' s  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  it. I 
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d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t ' s  another  sequence. I b e l i e v e  a t  the  t i m e  
when it f i r s t  popped up, Colonel CROWE was asked t o  f ind  it. 
I th ink  a t  t h a t  time he asked t h e  s t a f f  t o  check t h e i r  f i l e s  
f o r  it and c a l l e d  Colonel HANSON and poss ib ly  somebody e l s e .  
I th ink  Colonel HANSON d id  g e t  involved. He was t h e  b a t t a l -
ion  commander then ,  and I ' d  have t o  say ,  poss ib ly ,  it was i n  
t h e  S2 ,  b u t  I thought it was i n  t h e  S5. But t h e  S2, was 
where it was found. For a per iod ,  we a l l  looked through our 
s a f e s  f o r  it. 

Q- How long a per iod? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  I turned  t o  my se rgean t  
major, BERNICK. I remember a t  t h e  time I was going a l l  the  
time t o  t h e  f i e l d ,  and I wasn ' t  t h e r e .  They'd asked him t o  
look f o r  it. 

Q Could it have been as  long as  a month? 

A. No. I d o n ' t  t h ink  so ,  s i r .  

Q- Let  me j u s t  review what was happening a t  another  
loca t ion .  The I G  of USARV had a Colonel WHITAKER journey t o  
Chu Lai and t a l k  t o  Colonel HOWARD, t h e  I G  a t  Chu Lai.- Does 
t h i s  r i n g  any b e l l s ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q- And Colonel WHITAKER, from USARV I G ,  spen t  2 
days a t  Chu La i ,  around 13  o r  1 4  Apr i l .  He was t o l d  t h a t  no 
r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  could be found. Does t h i s  b r i n g  back 
any r e c o l l e c t i o n  t o  you? 

A. Not i n  t h a t  s h o r t  per iod ,  s i r .  I know t h e r e  was 
confusion f i n d i n g  it. 

Q- But you have i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you thought t h a t  it 
was a t  t h e  end of March t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  r eques t  was received.  

A. Yes, sir.  I t  seems t h a t  it was r i g h t  a f t e r  Co1o'-
n e l  CROW haa go t  t h e r e  and s h o r t l y  a f t e r  Colonel TREADWELL . , 

took over  i n  March. 

Q g  There might we l l  be another  r eques t  that .came t o  
You, o r  came t o  t h e  br igade ,  t o  l o c a t e  t h i s  i n  advance of 
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Colonel  FTHITAKERts going t o  Chu Lai .  This  is  why I am a l s o  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  f i x i n g  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h i s  o r i g i n a l  s ea rch .  We 
do n o t  know what e f f o r t  was made on t h e  occas ion  of Colonel  
WH1TAKER1s v i s i t  t o  Chu Lai  t o  a s c e r t a i n  a t  t h e  b r i g a d e  what 
could o r  could n o t  be  found. There i s  a  sugges t ion  t h a t  
i n q u i r i e s  were made. Was t h e r e  anyth ing  t h a t  you can r e c a l l  
i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  conver$at ions  t h a t  would sugges t  t h i s  w a s  
be ing  done because t h e  I G  a t  d i v i s i o n  was looking  f o r  i t ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  A s  I s a i d  a few minutes ago, I do 
r e c a l l  t h a t  1-t h i n k  t h i s  was t h e  reason we w e r e  looking  f o r  
i t ,  because Colonel  HOWARD was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  it. 

Q. Do you t h i n k  t h i s  w a s  t h e  i n i t i a l  r e q u e s t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I b e l i e v e  it was t h e  i n i t i a l  r e q u e s t .  

Q - Well,  i n d i c a t i o n s  a r e  t h a t  USARV I G  concluded a s  
of 20 A p r i l  t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  was n o t  t o  be found. On 25 
May, which i s  a month and 1 0  days a f t e r  Colonel  WHITAKER was 
a t  Chu La i ,  t h e r e  i s  a message t h a t  goes from Colonel  HOWARD, 
who i s  now deceased,  t o  Colonel  WHITAKER a t  USARV say ing ,  
"Today," 25 May, " t h e  r e p o r t  of  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  has  been found." 
I n  view of  t h e  dea th  of  Colonel  HOWARD, w e  a r e  conf ron ted  
w i t h  t h e  problem of  t r y i n g  t o  p i e c e  t o g e t h e r  what i n fo rma t ion  
he  r e c e i v e d  t h a t  day t h a t  l e a d  him t o  say t h e  r e p o r t  had been 
found. And s i n c e  t h e r e  i s  t h i s  i n t e r v a l  of 5 o r  6 weeks 
between t h e  t i n e  t h a t  we know Colonel  HOWARD was l ~ o k i n gf o r  
it and t h i s  f i n d i n g ,  t h e  n a t u r a l  q u e s t i o n  a r i s e s ,  "What 
t r a n s p i r e d  i n  t h e  i n t e r i m ? "  Now, it d o e s n ' t  seem t o  square  
w i t h  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  and t h e  l o c a t i o n  
occur red  w i t h i n  a very s h o r t  pe r iod  of t i m e .  

A.  I remerber t h e r e  was confusion.  "Nhere is  t h e  
darn t h i n g ? "  To my r e c o l l e c t i o n  it d o e s n ' t  seem l i k e  it 
was an unusua l ly  long  t ime b e f o r e  it was recovered.  I t  was 
found, and I d i d n ' t  thinlc i t  was long ,  because I can remember 
back. I t  d i d n ' t  seem l i k e  t h e r e  were a l o t  of unusual  circum-
s t a n c e s ,  o r  a l o t  o f  people  up i n  t h e  a i r  about  it. They 
u s u a l l y  would be i f  it were t h a t  long.  

Q Well,  a r e  you s u r e  t h a t  anyone spoke t o  you p r i o r  
t o  May? 

A. No, s i r .  I ' m  n o t  a b s o l u t e l y  f i x e d  on t h e  d a t e s .  
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I know t h a t  Colonel TREADWELL was t h e  b r igade  commander then.  
He took over  on 28  March. Colonel CROWE was t h e  X O .  

Q- Is t h e r e  any p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e r e  had been a 
p r i o r  a t tempt  t o  l o c a t e  t h e  document a t  b r igade  b e f o r e  you 
were f i r s t  asked t o  look f o r  i t ?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge, s ir .  Not a t  l e a s t  by 28 
February,  28  February u n t i l  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I r e c o l l e c t  it. 

Q Was t h e r e  any r e f e r e n c e  t o  any informat ion  ob-
t a i n e d  from Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. N O ,  s ir .  

Q- No r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  anyone say ing  t h a t  Colonel 
DONALDSON, now General DONALDSON, had spoken on t h e  te lephone 
w i t h  Colonel HENDERSON and had obta ined  informat ion  a s  t o  t h e  
l o c a t i o n  of  t h e  document? 

A .  Yes, s i r .  That sounds f a m i l i a r  now. I t h i n k  I 
d i d  hea r  it mentioned t h a t  he had t a l k e d  t o  him. 

QQ Can you pu t  t h a t  i n  a t i m e  frame wi th  what you've 
been d e s c r i b i n g  t o  us? 

A. NO,  sir. I c a n ' t .  

Q- Our informat ion  i s  t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON t o l d  
Colonel DONALDSON t h a t  it could be found i n  t h e  S2 s a f e ,  and 
it was t h e r e a f t e r  found i n  t h e  S2 s a f e .  But we a l s o  under-
s t a n d  t h a t  it was n o t  i n  t h e  S2 s a f e  when Colonel HENDERSON 
l e f t  t h e  b r igade .  We have reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  it was a t  
another  1-ocation a t  t h a t  t i m e .  Do any of  t h e s e  t h i n g s  re-
f r e s h  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  of anyth ing  s a i d  about t h e  document 
and i t s  l o c a t i o n ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  know when he f i r s t  s t a r t e d  
looking f o r  it. This  i s n ' t  c l e a r  a t  a l l ,  b u t  I ' m  j u s t  
t r y i n g  t o  throw o u t  what I do remember. I t  had been l e f t  
w i th  t h e  S1 o r  i n  t h e  S1  s a f e  o r  i n  an S1 f i l i n g  c a b i n e t .  
I remember t h a t  coming up a t  one t ime. I c a n ' t  f i x  t h a t  
t i m e - w i s e .  I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  when it was, b u t  I 
do remember something about t h e  S1  was i n i t i a l l y  involved 
i n  it, because t h e r e  w a s  some i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  i t  had been 
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l e f t  i n  charge  of t h e  S 1  o r  it had been l e f t  w i t h  t h e  S l .  
Whether Major MELTON had t o l d  somebody about  it o r  something,  
I d o n ' t  know. I remember t h e  S1 was involved  i n  it, because 
t h e r e  wa-s some i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  i t  was i n  t h e  S1 shop some-
where. 

Q. Well, i f  the-IG a t  d i v i s i o n  were looking  f o r - i t ,  
would n o t  he n a t u r a l l y  t u r n  t o  t h e  S l ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. So a r e  you s u r e  you a r e  no t  confus ing  a  r e q u e s t  
from t h e  I G  coming i n t o  t h e  S l  and t h e  sugges t ion  t h a t  t h e  
document might be  found wi th  t h e  S l ?  

A .  I remember a t  t h e  t ime ,  s i r ,  when they  were d 

looking  f o r  t h i s  t h i n g  a l l  i n d i c a t i o n s  were t h a t  it was i n  
t h e  S1 s a f e ,  t h e  S1  had it. The S1  would go through a l l  of 
h i s  r e c o r d s ,  and then  it would come up, "No. I t ' s  i n  t h e  
S5 s a f e . "  T h a t ' s  where I g o t  confused.  T h a t ' s  where I 
thought  t hey  found it. And t h e  S5 had c o n t r o l  o f  it. I do 
r e c o l l e c t  now, I b e l i e v e  t h a t  it was found i n  t h e  S2 s a f e  
and probably from t h e  in fo rma t ion  gained from Colonel  
HENDERSON o r  somebody. I remember t h e  S1, t h e  S5, and t h e  
S2 were d i r e c t l y  involved  i n  s e a r c h i n g  more d e t a i l e d  i n  
t h e i r  r e c o r d s ,  because I was p r e t t y  much l e f t  o u t  of it. 
There were no i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  I had it, excep t  when they 
c o u l d n ' t  f i n d  it, they  asked u s  a l l  t o  look f o r  it. 

Q - I ' m  going t o  come t o  a second r e p o r t  t h a t  w e  
unders tand  was i n  your  o f f i c e ,  and s o  t h i s  i s  a l s o  of i n t e r -
est  t o  us.  But s o  f a r  as  t h e  r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of 24  
A p r i l  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n  i s  t h a t  someone thought  t h e  S 1  had 
i t ?  

. A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Now, can you g i v e  us any c l u e  a s  t o  who it was 
t h a t  had t h e  i d e a  t h a t  i t  was w i t h  t h e  S l ?  

A. Well ,  I would say  Colonel  HANSON, s i r .  I b e l i e v e  
Colonel  CROWE had asked f o r  some a s s i s t a n c e  from Colonel  
HANSON i n  t h i s  m a t t e r .  

Q And you t h i n k  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  was ob ta ined  by 
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g e t t i n g  i n  touch w i t h  Colonel.HANSON? He had a l r e a d y  l e f t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q- And someone c a l l e d  him t o  ask him what he knew 
about i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I b e l i e v e  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  
t h a t  had been i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  were involved  i n  it. They had 
con tac t ed  anyone t h a t  might have any knowledge a t  a l l  where 
they might f i n d  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q- Who w a s  t h e  S3 p r i o r  t o  your  becoming t h e  S3? 

A. Major ERICKSON, sir .  

Q. And d i d  Major ERICKSON succeed Major MCKNIGHT? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. There were j u s t  t h r e e  o f  you? 

A. N o ,  sir. Major. .ERICKSON was a c t u a l l y  f o r  t h e  , 

majo r i t y  of  t h e  t ime t h e  a s s i s t a n t  S3 p r i o r  t o  my a r r i v i n g .  
They had a l i e u t e n a n t  c o l o n e l  i n  t h e r e .  I r ep l aced  Major 
ERICKSON, b u t  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  c o l o n e l  was t h e r e  f o r  a  wh i l e  
i n  between Major FCKNIGHT and Major ERICKSON, o r  about t h e  
same t ime,  and Colonel  HANSON a l s o .  They changed S 3 ' s  
about  t h e  every  2 o r  3 weeks o r  months. Colonel  HANSON was 
a l s o  t h e  S 3  and Colonel  CROWE was a l s o  t h e  S3. 

Q- Do you ever remember speaking  t o  Sergeant  GERBER-
DING about  t h i s ?  Do y o u , r e c a l l  Se rgean t  GERBERDING? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him a t  a l l .  H i s  name i s  n o t  
f a m i l i a r .  

Q. W e l l ,  maybe he  had l e f t .  Was Se rgean t  CAMELL t h e  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  s e r g e a n t  a l l  t h e  t ime you were t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- W e l l ,  h i s  p redeces so r  w a s  Se rgean t  GERBERDING. 
Did you r e c e i v e  a t  any t ime a r e q u e s t  t o  look f o r  a one-page 
r e p o r t  t h a t  was thought  t o  b e  i n  t h e  f i l e s  of t h e  S3? 
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A .  NO, s i r ,  n o t  a one-page r e p o r t .  I d o n ' t  remember 
t h a t ,  n o t  a one-page r e p o r t .  

Q. . Any r e q u e s t  t o  l o c a t e  an i n c i d e n t  paper  r e l a t e d  
p o s s i b l y  t o  a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  of  ground t roops  and h e l i c o p t e r  
p i l o t s ?  -
A .  No, sir.  I t  d o e s n ' t  appear  c l e a r  t o  m e  now. 

Q An i n c i d e n t  r e p o r t  p repared  by t h e  S3 and the  
a r t i l l e r y  commander? Any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  h e a r i n g  an i n q u i r y  
i n  t h a t  r e s p e c t ?  

A .  No, s i r ,  I f  I had,  I would have confused it wi th  
t h i s .  

Q. O r  a r e p o r t  r e l a t i n g  a k i l l i n g  of a c i v i l i a n  by 
a c a p t a i n ?  

A .  No, s ir .  

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  any r e f e r e n c e  a t  
t h i s  t i m e  of  a complaint  r e c e i v e d  by t h e  Quang Ngai adv isory  
team? Any r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  Quang Ngai adv isory  team i n  con-
n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e s e  papers  t h a t  you were looking  f o r ?  

A .  No, s ir .  None i n  connec t ion  wi th  any of t h e s e  
papers .  

Q* Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of d i s c u s s i o n  of 
correspondence between t h e  Quang Ngai adv isory  team and t h e  
b r i g a d e  i n  connec t ion  w i t h  t h e s e  papers?  

A. No, sir.  

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  s e e i n g  o r  be ing  
t o l d  about  a le t te r  from General  KOSTER t o  Colonel  HENDERSON 
a t t a c h e d  t o  which was a r e p o r t  from a d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  of Son 
Tinh D i s t r i c t  t o  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f  of  Quang Ngai Province? 

A. No, sir. 

Q You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  i n  connec t ion  w i t h  
t h e  l o c a t i n g  of  t h i s  l e t t e r  t h e r e  was a d i s c u s s i o n  of any of 
t h e s e  t h i n g s  t h a t  I have r e f e r r e d  t o ?  
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A. No, s i r .  

Q- Was t h e r e  any r e f e r e n c e  t o  p u t t i n g  t h e  i n c l o s u r e s  
t o g e t h e r  wi th  t h e  r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. NO,  sir .  

Q - Now, I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you Exh ib i t  R-1 ,  which i s  
rep resen ted  t o  be a t r u e  copy, and ask you i f  you have any 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  of  t h a t  t r u e  copy (handing 
~ x h i b i tR-1 t o  w i t n e s s )  ? 

A. No, n o t  r e a l l y ,  s i r .  I remember a t  t h e  t ime, 
now, t h e  t r u e  copy being made. I t h i n k  maybe Major COX had 
s a i d  something about a t r u e  copy be ing  made i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i -  
ga t ion .  I heard  it, b u t  I d i d n ' t  s e e  it i n  my shop o r  sec-
t i o n  a t  a l l .  

Q* Would you look a t  t h e  green s h e e t  on S5? Have 
you eve r  r e a d  t h a t  s ta tement  be fo re?  

A. N o ,  sir.  I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  s t a t emen t .  

Q. Do you e v e r  remember hea r ing  a r e fe rence  i n  t h i s  
gene ra l  connect ion t o  a Colonel GUINN, G-U-I-N-N? 

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  I ' v e  heard  t h e  name mentioned. 

Q e  What do you r e c a l l ?  

A. I heard  t h e  name mentioned. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  by 
who o r  a t  what t ime,  i n  r e f e r n c e  t o  t h i s .  The name sounds 
f a m i l i a r .  I don 't even know what h i s  job was. 

Q. Well,  i f  you r e c a l l  h.im being* r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  
t h i s  connect ion,  t h e r e  must be  something t h a t  r e l a t e s  t h e  
two t o g e t h e r  i n  your mind. 

A. The only t h i n g  I can say i s  t h a t  I ' v e  heard 
h i s  name mentioned. I c o u l d n ' t  p i n  it down any f u r t h e r  
than t h a t .  

Q. W e l l ,  d i d  you h e a r  h i s  name mentioned as you 
might h e a r  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l ' s  name mentioned, o r  d i d  
you hea r  it i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  some p a r t i c u l a r  t h ing?  
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A. I t  seems l i k e  t o  m e  i n  t h e  same t i m e  frame I'.ve 
h e a r d  h i s  name mentioned when w e  w e r e  t a l k i n g  about  t h i s  
r e p o r t  o f  i n v e s t i g a . t i o n  o r  when w e  were l ook ing  f o r  it. I t  
seems l i k e  I h e a r d  h i s  name mentioned i n  connec t i on  some way 
w i t h  this.. 

Q W e l l ,  i n d e e d ,  h e  d i d  have a connec t i on  w i t h  i t ,  and 
s o  it is  q u i t e  r e a s o n a b l e  t h a t  h i s  name would be mentioned. 
Do you know i f  any i n f o r m a t i o n  was sought  from him a t  t h a t  
t ime?  

A. No, s ir .  I do n o t .  

Q - I f  i n q u i r i e s  were made t o  peop le  o u t s i d e  t h e  
b r i g a d e  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  t h i s  document was b e i n g  looked f o r ,  
who would have made t h o s e  i n q u i r i e s ?  How was t h e  job t a s k e d ,  
s o  t o  speak? 

A. You a r e  t a l k i n g  about  a t  b r i g a d e  l e v e l ,  s i r ?  

Q Y e s ,  a t  t h e  b r i g a d e  l e v e l .  

A. To my knowledge, t h e  b r i g a d e  neve'r d i d , .  d u r i n g  my 
t i m e .  They w e r e  neve r  asked t o  o b t a i n  any i n f o r m a t i o n  o u t s i d e  
o f  t h e  b r i g a d e .  I f  t h e y  would have been,  it would have been 
handled  th rough  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  i n  connec t ion  w i th  Colone l  G U I N N  
r e f e r e n c e  t o  a communication from him t o  t h e  b r i g a d e  commander, 
o r  p o s s i b l y  t o  t h e  b r i g a d e  S 2 ,  w i t h  which he  forwarded a 
compla in t  from a p rov ince  o r  d i s t r i c t  o f f i c i a l ?  You have no 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  any a s p e c t  o f  t h e  c o n t e x t  w i t h  which you 
h e a r d  r e f e r e n c e  t o  Colone l  GUINN? 

A. No, sir .  I remember on ly  h e a r i n g  h i s  name men-
t i o n e d ,  and I f e l t  i t  was i n  connec t ion  w i t h  t h i s  c o n t e x t .  

Q, Was someone t r y i n g  t o  g e t  i n fo rma t ion  from him, 
o r  was it t h a t  h i s  name had shown up i n  t h e  f i l e  and a 
r e f e r e n c e  t o  him i n  t h a t  r e g a r d ?  

A. I wish I cou ld  remember, s i r .  I c a n ' t .  

Q- D o  you r e c a l l  a r e f e r e n c e  t o  a M r .  James MAY? 
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A. No, s i r ,  no t  a s  f a r  a s  t h i s  goes. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  a r e fe rence  t o  a Major GAVIN,  
G-A-V- I-N? 

A,  No, s i r .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  any re fe rence  t o  a Captain Angel
RODRIGUEZ? 

A. No,. sir.  I d i d n ' t .  

Q- Who was t h e  S2 immediately preceding Major COX? 

A. Major VEATCH, Major Jack VEATCH. 

Q. Was t h e r e  a Major SCHLEICHER who he ld  t h a t  
p o s i t i o n  a t  any time? Does t h a t  r i n g  a b e l l ?  

A. No, s i r .  I t  was Major VEATCH, and he had been 
t h e r e  f o r  some time. I t  might have been be fo re  my time. 

Q- Well, Major WHITE, we have covered a l i t t l e  
b i t  of ground with you. 

A, Yes, sir.  

Q Has any of t h i s  t h a t  we have covered re f reshed  
your r e c o l l e c t i o n  as  t o  anything f u r t h e r  with r e s p e c t  t o  
t h i s  search  f o r  t h e  r e p o r t  o r  t h e  circumstances of l o c a t i n g  
t h e  r e p o r t  o r  t h e  r eques t  t o  which t h e  br igade  was respond-
ing  a t  t h a t  time? 

A. N O ,  s i r .  I ' m  a f r a i d  I d o n ' t  know any more about 
the  search of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  except  t h a t  which I have 
t o l d  you. 

MR MACCRATE: Well, we would a p p r e c i a t e  your keeping your 
th inking  cap on a s  t o  he lp ing  us t o  put  it toge the r .  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q- I f  as you go back and r e f l e c t  upon some of t h e  
ground we've covered here  today,  something e l s e  should occur 
t o  you, e i t h e r  t h e  t ime, t h e  p lace ,  circumstances,  conversa-
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t i o n s ,  a s  t o  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  document o r  t h e  envelope 
and i t s  c o n t e n t s  t o  which you have r e f e r r e d ,  w e  would appre-  
c i a t e  it i f  you would g e t  i n  touch  w i t h  us .  Major COOP w i l l  
make s u r e  you have a t e l ephone  number when you l e a v e .  

A .  . Y e s ,  sir.  
. . --. 

Q - Now, i s  t h e r e  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  
ask  by t h e  way o f  a q u e s t i o n  o f  us o r  any s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  you 
would l i k e  t o  make f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ?  I f  s o ,  we would be very  
happy t o  have you. 

A. No, s i r ,  none a t  a l l .  1 " m  s o r r y  I c o u l d n ' t  be 
of more h e l p .  I j u s t  was n o t  t h a t  much i nvo lved  w i t h  it 
a t  a l l .  My a s s i s t a n t ,  p robab ly  more t h a n  I ,  because  he  
was i n  t h e  o f f i c e  a l l  t h e  t i m e .  

COL ARMSTRONG: Major WHITE, I would l i k e  t o  remind you t h a t  
you a r e  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  w i t h  anyone, p a r t i c u l a r l y  o t h e r  
w i t n e s s e s  t h a t  may appea r  b e f o r e  t h i s  committee, o r  anyone 
o u t s i d e  t h i s  room u n l e s s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  you meet b e f o r e  any 
o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  body o r  c o u r t - m a r t i a l .  Do you have 
any th ing  else you would l i k e  t o  s a y ,  o r  would you l i k e  t o  
make a s t a t e m e n t ?  

A. No, s i r .  

MR MACCRATE: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess. 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1238 h o u r s ,  2 February  
1970 .j . . 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: WYNDHAM, C h a r l e s  K .  CPT 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 29 Janua ry  1960 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT: C i v i l  A f f a i r s  O f f i c e r ,  Task Force  B a r k e r ,  
u n t i l  16 March 1968,  when h e  was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  196 th  
Br igade .  

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o r  
d i s c u s s i o n  a b o u t  i t  (pg.  4 ) .  H e  o c c a s i o n a l l y  worked w i t h  
Cap ta in  KOTOUC, who c o u l d  speak  Vietnamese (pg.  6 )  . 
Sola t ium payments w e r e  hand led  th rough  t h e  S5 (pg.  7 ) .  
H e  r e c a l l e d  a body c o u n t  o f  between 50 and 100 VC coming 
i n t o  t h e  TOC r a d i o  on t h e  morning t h a t  h e  l e f t  t h e  u n i t  
(pg. 9 )  , b u t  he  h e a r d  no o t h e r  r a d i o  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  (pg .  1 0 )  . 

H e  neve r  h e a r d  o f  a n y t h i n g  unusua l  happening  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  
o f  any c o n f r o n t a t i o n  between a n  a v i a t i o n  u n i t  and ground 
f o r c e s ,  o r  o f  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg.  1 6 ) . 

1 SUM APP T-269 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1532 hours ,  29 January 
1970.) 

10: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fol lowing named persons a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, and M A J  LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  next  wi tness  i s  Captain Charles  K. WYNDHAM. 

(CPT WYNDHAM was c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fol lows:  ) 

Capta in  WYNDHAM, f o r  t h e  r eco rd ,  w i l l  you p l e a s e  
s t a t e  your f u l l  name, grade,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, organi-
z a t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n .  

A. Char les  Kent WYNDHAM, Capta in ,  , Head-
q u a r t e r s  Companyt.9th B a t t a l i o n ,  2d BCT Brigade,  United S t a t e s  
Army raining Center ,  F o r t  Bragg, North Caro l ina .  

I0: Captain WYNDHAM, have you r ead  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Do you understand-them o r  have any ques t ions?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q- On my l e f t  is M r .  Robert MACCRATE, who is  a c i v i -
l i a n  lawyer. He has  volunteered  h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  Sec re t a ry  
RESOR t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h i s  i n q u i r y  a n d , " a l s o ,  t o  provide  l e g a l  
counsel  t o  m e  and o t h e r  memebers of  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  team. 
On my r i g h t  i s  Colonel ARMSTRONG, an Army colone l  who has 
been ass igned  t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  team by t h e  Of f i ce  of t h e  
Chief of S t a f f  t o  s e r v e  a s  an a s s i s t a n t  t o  me i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i -
ga t ion .  E i t h e r  of  t h e s e  gentlemen may address  ques t ions  t o  
you t h i s  a f te rnoon.  We have o t h e r  groups such a s  t h i s  who 
a r e  l i kewise  t a k i n g  test imony from o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s .  I t  
w i l l  be my job, of course ,  t o  assemble t h e  r e p o r t ,  t o  weigh 
t h e  evidence,  and t o  determine t h e  f i n d i n g s  and t h e  recom-
mendations. 
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A s  a m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r ,  you a r e  ,ordered n o t  to  d i s -
cus s  your tes t imony given i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  with  o t h e r s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  t o  the  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  excep t  a s  
may be necessary  i n  t h e  performance of  o f f i c i a l  du ty  o r  as 
you may be r e q u i r e d  t o  do so  b e f o r e  competent a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  
j u d i c i a l ,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  bodies .  I n  u s ing  t h e  l a t t e r  term,  
it is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  you may be c a l l e d  t o  t e s t i f y  b e f o r e  one 
o f  t h e  Congress ional  committees. The one most p robable  would 
be  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  subcommittee of  t h e  House Armed S e r v i c e s  
Committee. I f  t h i s  does become a f a c t ,  your  tes t imony and 
your  appearance b e f o r e  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  would i n  no way 
p rec lude  your t e s t i f y i n g  and appear ing  b e f o r e  t h a t  l e g i s l a -
t i v e  body. To my knowledge, you have n o t  been cau t ioned  o r  
c i t e d  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  c a s e  of t h e  United S t a t e s  
v. Ca l l ey .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes, sir.  T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q Offhand, I s e e  no reason  why you should be  so  cau-
t i o n e d  o r  c i t e d ,  b u t  i n  t h e  even t  you a r e  s o  c i t e d  by p o s s i b l y  
one o f  t h e  o t h e r  m i l i t a r y  judges i n  perhaps  o t h e r  court-mar-
t i a l  c a s e s  t h a t  may develop o u t  of  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  your appea-
r ance  h e r e  would i n  no way change t h e  e f f e c t  o r  t h e  a p p l i c -
a b i l i t y  o f  such an  o r d e r  by such a m i l i t a r y  judge. Do you 
have any q u e s t i o n s  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. No, sir.  

Q . Capta in  WYNDHAM, would you i n d i c a t e  your  du ty
assignment w i t h i n  t h e  Americal D iv i s ion ,  i n d i c a t i n g  when you 
were a s s igned ,  any changes of assignment you may have had with-
i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  approximate d a t e s ,  and then  
when you t e rmina t ed  your s e r v i c e  t he re .  

A. The month was November 1967. I was a s s igned  t o  
t h e  America1 Div i s ion  as a c i v i l  a f f a i r s  o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  4 /3  
I n f a n t r y  i n  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade.  I se rved  t h e r e  u n t i l  Task Force  
Barker  was formed. I c a n s t  remember what day it was formed, 
b u t  when it was formed, I went t h e r e  a s  t h e  c i v i l  a f f a i r s  
o f f i c e r .  I was t h e r e  u n t i l ,  I t h i n k  it was 1 6  March t h e  
same day t h a t  t h i s  a l l e g e d l y  happened. On t h a t  d a t e  I was 
t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  196th Brigade,  which was s t i l l  under t h e  
America1 Div i s ion .  I se rved  w i t h  t h e  196th u n t i l  November 
1968, when I came back t o  t h e  S t a t e s .  
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Q What was your p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  196th? 

A. I n  t h e  196th I w a s  a p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  and execu t ive  
o f f i c e r .  

Q Of what? A r i f l e  company? 

A. Of a p l a toon  i n  a r i f l e  company. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q I wish you'd t r y  t o  p i n  it down on t h e  d a t e  t h a t  
you l e f t  Task Force  Barker.  I can  g i v e  you a l i t t l e  i n f o r -
mation.  Task Force Barker w a s  d i s e s t a b l i s h e d  on 9 A p r i l .  Do 
you remember s t a y i n g  w i t h  the--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, sir.  I l e f t  i n  March. I know 
it was d e f i n i t e l y  March b e f o r e  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  was disbanded.  
But a s  f a r  as t h e  e x a c t  d a t e ,  I c a n ' t . . . .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  which w a s  conducted 
on t h e  1 6 t h  down i n  t h e  Son My V i l l a g e  a r e a ?  

A .  W e l l ,  t h e r e  were two o r  t h r e e  o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  .were 
conducted down t h e r e ,  and I ' m  n o t  s u r e  myself which one t h i s  
was. But I b e l i e v e  it was t h e  one t h a t  was t a k i n g  p l a c e  t h e  
s a m e  day t h a t  I was going t o  l e a v e  Task Force Barker f o r  t h e  
196th  Brigade.  

Q- Y e s .  To ou r  knowledge, Task Force  Barker had oper-
a t e d  i n  t h i s  a rea- - in  t h i s  A 0  e x t e n s i o n  which they  had o b t a i n e d ,  
which i s  d i s p l a y e d  on t h e  map t o  your  r e a r - - t h r e e  t imes .  Once 
was i n  t h e  l a s t  p a r t  of  January ,  e a r l y  February,  i n  which they  
ope ra t ed  o u t  g e n e r a l l y  i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a .  The nex t  opera-
t i o n  w a s  a combined o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  s ense  t h a t  t h e y  employed 
q u i t e  a b i t  o f  mech and A P C 1 s ,  d i r e c t e d  g e n e r a l l y  u s i n g  t h e  
road ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  Route 521) a s  a c c e s s  and r a n  i n t o  s t r o n g  
r e s i s t a n c e  g e n e r a l l y  i n  t h e  a r e a  of My L a i ,  n o r t h  o f  H i l l  85. 
They f i n a l l y  p u l l e d  o u t  w i th  t h e  h e l p  of  t h e  3/1 and B/4/3 
s t ayed  o u t  i n  t h e  a r e a .  The combined arms team p u l l e d  back 
on up t o  LZ D o t t i e .  That  was i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  February.  
Th i s  o p e r a t i o n  we ' r e  d i s c u s s i n g  took p l a c e  on t h e  1 6 t h ,  w i th  
C h a r l i e  Company going i n  t o  t h e  w e s t  o f  what is  c a l l e d  My L a i  
( 4 1 ,  moving through t h e  a r e a  and moving t o  t h i s  a r e a  i n  t h e  
a f t e rnoon  f o r  a l a a g e r .  Bravo Company combat a s s a u l t  i n  t h i s  
a r e a ,  moving t o  t h e  n o r t h  and j o i n i n g  C h a r l i e  Company i n  t h i s  
area. Do you remember t h a t  concept  o f  o p e r a t i o n ?  
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A. Well ,  s i r .  I was t h e  c i v i l  a f f a i r s  o f f i c e r . ,  I d i d n ' t  
s e e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  o r d e r  b e f o r e  it happened. 

Q. Y e s .  A 1 1  r i g h t ,  f i n e .  This  i n c i d e n t  became a  
m a t t e r  of  p u b l i c  knowledge a long  about  September o r  October 
o f  l a s t  y e a r ,  about  4 o r  5 months ago, l e t ' s  s ay ;  by r a d i o  
t e l e v i s i o n ,  and a l l  o t h e r  news media. S ince  t h a t  t i m e  have 
you had any d i s c u s s i o n s  w i th  anybody from t h e  Americal Divi-
s i o n  and s p e c i f i c a l l y  from t h e  l l t h  Brigade o r  t h e  196th  B r i -
gade concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t  o r  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  of  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  such an i n c i d e n t ?  

A. No, sir.  I ' v e  t a l k e d  t o  people  t h a t  were i n  t h e  
Americal ,  b u t  t hey  w e r e n ' t  i n  any o f  t h e s e  u n i t s  o r  any th ing .  
They d i d n ' t  have anyth ing  t o  do w i t h  it, j u s t  g e n e r a l  d i s cus -
s i o n .  

Q But none o f  t h e  s p e c i f i c s  concerning t h e  My La i  
i n c i d e n t  o r  what I ' v e  j u s t  gone i n t o ?  

A.  No, s ir .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Now l e t ' s  come down t o  Task Force  
~ a r k e rand i f  you w e r e  t h e r e  u n t i l  t h e  1 6 t h ,  t h e r e  are,  ; 
c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  t h a t  you probably w i l l  remember. Do you re-
ca l l  on t h e  1 5 t h ,  t h e  day b e f o r e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  t h a t  a long  
about  noontime t h a t  t h e r e  was a memorial s e r v i c e  f o r  a C/1/20 
i n d i v i d u a l  by t h e  name o f  C3X who had been k i l l e d ?  

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. Thi s  i s  t h e  same day t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON took 
command of  t h e  l l t h  Brigade,  and we know t h a t  he came t o  Task 
Force  Barker.  Knowing t h a t  t h i s  o u t f i t  was going on this 
o p e r a t i o n  t h e  fo l lowing  day ,  he addressed t h e  command and 
s t a f f  of  Barker and s o  f o r t h .  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h e  i s s u a n c e  o f  t h e  o r d e r  by Colonel  
BARKER t o  t h e  company commanders and t h e  o t h e r  people  who w e r e  
assembled t h e r e ?  

A. No, s i r .  I wasn ' t  t h e r e  w i t h  him when he gave t h e  
o r d e r .  May I s a y  something? 

(2 Y e s .  
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A. My job was genera l ly  concerned--there was a small  
v i l l a g e  r i g h t  down below LZ D o t t i e ,  and I was--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  When you say "below", which d i rec -
t i o n  a r e  you po in t ing?  To t h e  west?  

A. S t r a i g h t  down on Highway 1. 

Q - Highway 1, yes.  

A. And I worked mostly down t h e r e  wi th  t h o s e  people. 
I d i d n ' t  have any dea l ings  with any of t h e  people o u t  i n  around 
t h e  My Lai  a r e a .  

Q Yes. When Task Force Barker would conduct one of 
t h e s e  o p e r a t i o n s ,  d i d  they normally have a PSYOPS and a c i v i l  
a f f a i r s  annex o r  p lan  f o r  an opera t ion .  

A. No, s ir .  I can only remember one t ime t h a t  I was 
c a l l e d  o u t  t o  t h e  f i e l d  with one of t h e  companies. Well, a-
bout  t h r e e  t imes ,  I went ou t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  They had g o t  some 
r i c e ,  and I took it back t o  t h e  Quang Ngai Province.  But only 
one o t h e r  time I was c a l l e d  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  and t h i s  was ap-
pa ren t ly  t h a t  one of t h e  companies had gone i n t o  a v i l l a g e  and 
t h e  c i v i l i a n s  t h e r e  had a couple of dead people. They j u s t  
called m e  o u t  t h e r e  t o  see  what I could do about  it. Immedi-
a t e l y ,  when c i v i l i a n s  a r e  k i l l e d ,  t h e  c i v i l  a f f a i r s  o f f i c e r  
through the d i v i s i o n  pays t h e  family a c e r t a i n  amount of money. 

Q. What's t h a t  c a l l e d ?  Do you r e c a l l ?  

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t .  

Q. Is t h a t  what you r e f e r  t o  as a solatiurn payment? 

A. Yes, sir. Anyway, t h e r e  was another  c a p t a i n  i n  
t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  who a c t i n g  a s  t h e  S2 a t  t h e  t ime, and t h e  oper-
a t i o n s  o f f i c e r ,  people were claiming t h a t  t h e  Americans k i l l e d  
t h e s e  two people a t  t h i s  t ime,  b u t  we hadn' t had any opera t ions  
i n  t h a t  a r e a  a t  a l l  before.  

Q. ' Where was t h i s  loca ted?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember, s i r .  
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Q You keep t h i n k i n g  about  it. I t  may come back t o  
you. You ought  t o  remember a  p l a c e  l i k e  t h i s  i f  you went o u t  
and you had a s i t u a t i o n  l i k e  t h i s  t h a t  you remember. You ought  
t o  know about  where it i s .  

A. W e l l ,  it wasn1t--

a - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Whether it was c l e a r  o u t  on t h e  end 
o f  t h e  Batangan Pen insu la  o r  whether it was j u s t  o f f  Highway 1 
o r  whether it w a s  down i n  t h e  area of t h e  2d ARVN D i v i s i o n ,  I 
should  t h i n k  you 'd  remember t h a t .  You probably w i l l .  

A. I t  wasn' t a v i l l a g e  t h e r e .  People  j u s t  came walk-
i n g  up th rough  a f i e l d ,  through t h e  t r e e s .  There w a s n ' t  even 
a v i l l a g e  t h e r e .  

Q. I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  approximate l o c a t i o n  o f  it. 
T h a t ' s  what I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d .  You have t h i s  1:50 ( r e f e r r i n g  
t o  E x h i b i t  MAP-5, s c a l e ,  1:50,000) over  h e r e  and you may be 
a b l e  t o  p o i n t  o u t  about  where i t  was. I t h i n k  I might be i n -
t e r e s t e d  i n  t h a t .  So go on w i t h  your s t o r y ,  i f  you w i l l .  

A.  W e l l ,  t h a t  was t h e  on ly  t i m e  t h a t  I ' d  e v e r  been 
o u t  w i t h  any o f  t h e  companies. The r e s t  of my work j u s t  took 
p l a c e  i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e  r i g h t  down on Highway 1 a t  LZ D o t t i e .  

Q Yes. This  c a p t a i n  y o u ' r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o ,  t h e  S2, 
Captain  KOTOUC? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Y e s .  Did you work q u i t e  a b i t  w i t h  him? 

A. Not r e a l l y .  H e  helped me now and t h e n  because he  
could  speak Vietnamese, and h e ' d  go down i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  w i t h  
me and t a l k  t o  t h e  people .  But o t h e r  t h a n  t h a t ,  I d i d n ' t  work 
w i t h  him. 

Q Are you s u r e  t h a t  he  spoke Vietnamese? 

A. Y e s .  

Q KOTOUC? 

A. Y e s .  
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Q Did you know h i s  i n t e r p r e t e r ?  

A. I remember he had one,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember what 
h i s  name w a s .  

Q Y e s .  W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  know whether he was t h e r e  a t  
t h a t  t i m e  o r  n o t .  Do you remember a Sergeant  H I E N ,  H-I-E-N,  
pronounced HIEN? 

A. No, s ir .  T h a t ' s  n o t  t h e  one. I know I ' d  remember 
i f  I heard  t h e  name. 

Q.  Would it have been M I N H  o r  PHU? 

A .  No, s i r .  

Q Now, i n  de te rmin ing  so la t iu rn  payments, whether it 
be i n  t h e  f i e l d  o r  whether it be from a motor a c c i d e n t ,  o r  
whatever it may have been a long  Highway 1, how d i d  you handle  
t h a t ?  

A. W e l l ,  I on ly  had t h e  case happen once ,  and when it 
d i d  happen I c a l l e d  t h e  b r igade  S5. From t h e r e  I guess  he 
c a l l e d  d i v i s i o n ,  and b r igade  S5 s e n t  m e  t h e  money. When I 
g o t  t h e  money I went down and gave it t o  t h e  fami ly .  

Q Did you handle  your  s o l a t i u m  payments through t h e  
S5 o f  t h e  4/3?  

A .  No, s ir .  I went d i r e c t l y  t o  b r i g a d e  S5. 

Q. Did you eve r  do any work w i t h  Capta in  GOUZOULES? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. W e l l ,  when I was i n  t h e  4 /3  he  w a s  t h e  
S5, and I was a c t u a l l y  h i s  a s s i s t a n t  u n t i l  I w v t  t o  Task Force  
Barker.  While I was a t  Barker ,  h e  and I had a MEDCAP t o g e t h e r  
one t i m e .  

Q. Y e s .  You went o u t  once and then  you r e t u r n e d  t o  
t h i s  s p o t  a g a i n  t o  make your s o l a t i u m  payment? 

A .  W e l l ,  t h i s  was down i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  r i g h t  on High-
way 1, o f f  o f  LZ ~ o t t i e .  This  w a s n ' t  t h e  one I was r e f e r r i n g  
t o  e a r l i e r .  

Q. Yes. 
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A. I n  t h a t  one somebody determined t h a t  w e  hadnl.t  even 
been o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  s o  it c o u l d n ' t  have been us t h a t  
k i l l e d  t h o s e  two people  i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  p l a c e ,  s o  a s  f a r  
as I know, t h e  whole t h i n g  was f o r g o t t e n .  

Q. Did you make p r a c t i c e  o f  f i l i n g  a r e p o r t  on such 
a l l e g a t i o n s ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Could t h i s  have been o u t  a long  t h e  s e a c o a s t  i n  
what might be  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  VC t e r r i t o r y ?  

A. No, s i r .  There was ano the r  LZ t h a t  we used b e s i d e s  
D o t t i e ,  and it was o u t  c lose--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Yes. J u s t  due e a s t  of  D o t t i e ,  a l -
most due e a s t ,  LZ Upt igh t .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q - Which y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  i s  roughly about  10 o r  1 2  c l i c k s  
o u t  t h e r e .  

A. R igh t  down o f f  of  t h e r e  i s  where t h i s  f i r s t  i n c i -
d e n t  took p l a c e ,  of t h e s e  two dead c i v i l i a n s .  

Q P r e t t y  w e i i  o u t  on tile Batangan Pen insu la ,  then? 

A. y e s ,  sir.  

Q Do you remember any o f  t h e  i s suance  of  o r d e r s  by
t h e  u n i t  commanders t h a t  a f t e r n o o n  t o  t h e i r  companies? Cap-
t a i n  MEDINA, I know, was t h e r e  w i t h  h i s  company. They had 
been t h e r e  a few days  p rov id ing  s e c u r i t y  and a l s o  manning t h e  
bunker l i n e s ,  s o  t o  speak.  H i s  o r d e r  w a s  i s s u e d  t h e r e .  Did 
you hea r  t h a t  t h a t  a f t e r n o o n ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q . Now, you l e f t ,  you s a i d ,  on t h e  1 6 t h  you t h i n k ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q What d i d  you h e a r  about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  rnorn-
i n g ?  
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A. The only t h i n g  I heard ,  I was i n  and o u t  of t h e  
TOC every now and then ,  b u t  t h e  only t h i n g  t h a t  I heard was, 
and t h i s  wasn ' t  d i r e c t l y  over t h e  r ad io .  This somebody t o l d  
me. They j u s t  t o l d  me they have a body count of so many. 
And I c o u l d n ' t  remember t h e  exac t  number of t h a t ,  b u t  I j u s t  
assumed then  t h a t  they were VC o r  NVA. And t h i s  was a c t u a l l y  
t h e  only t h i n g  tha t - -

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Do you remember any body counts 
l i k e  1, 14? 

A. No, sir.  I c a n ' t  remember exac t  numbers, b u t  some-
where, I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e ,  between 50 and 100. 

Q Would 69 o r  8 4  r i n g  a b e l l ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say.  No, s i r .  I c o u l d n ' t  say any exact  
numbers, because they were c a l l i n g  i n  every so o f t e n  adding 
t o  it, and I c a n ' t  remember t h e  exac t  number. 

Q. What was your impression? 

A. Well, cons ider ing  t h e  f i r s t  few times they went i n  
t h e r e  and they kind of g o t  b e a t ,  I thought it was p r e t t y  good 
because I thought  it was NVA and VC. 

Q. Your impression was t h a t  they,  a s  you p u t  it, g o t
b e a t  t h e  f i r s t  t imes they went i n  t h e r e .  

A. Well, I wouldn't  say t h a t  they g o t  b e a t ,  bu t  they 
never g o t  i n  a s  f a r  a s  they  wanted t o  g e t .  

Q. Yes. I n  one operaton they w e r e  repor ted  t o  have 
k i l l e d  i n  t h e  o rde r  of magnitude of 78 ,  7 9 ,  on t h e  l a s t  one, 
t h i s  one on 23 February we were t a l k i n g  about b 7 " h  t h e  A P C ' s  
and so on. What time of day do you r e c a l l  having l e f t  LZ 
Dott ie?  

A. I l e f t  r i g h t  a f t e r  noontime, somewhere probably 
between 1200 and 1300. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  any a d d i t i o n a l  conversa t ion  t h a t  was 
going on over  t h e  r a d i o  i n  t h e  TOC? 

A. NO,  s ir .  
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Q - Did you h e a r  any th ing  about  making s u r e  you are 
n o t  k i l l i n g  any c i v i l i a n s ?  Did you hea r  on t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  
push an a v i a t o r  t a l k i n g  about  f i r i n g  on c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. N O ,  s ir .  

Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  an o r d e r  given over  t h e  r a d i o  t o  
s t o p  burn ing ,  s t o p  k i l l i n g ?  

A. NO,  s ir .  

Q Do you remember any th ing  e l s e  abou t  t h a t  morning? 

A. No, sir.  

MR MACCRATE: When you l e f t  Task Force Barker  i n  t h e  middle 
of  March 1968,  d i d  a replacement  S5 come i n  t o  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ?  

A. While I w a s  s t i l l  t h e r e  he  h a d n ' t  g o t t e n  t h e r e .  I 
d o n ' t  know i f  t hey  d i d  g e t  one o r  no t .  

Q - Did you a sk  f o r  reass ignment  o u t  o f  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ?  

A. No, sir.  The 1 1 t h  Brigade went over  t o g e t h e r  from 
Hawaii and what t hey  d i d ,  they took  people  o u t  o f  t h e  l l t h  and 
p u t  them i n  o t h e r  u n i t s .  And people  from o t h e r  u n i t s  came i n -
t o  t h e  l l t h ,  I guess ,  f o r  t h e  purpose t h a t  everybody wouldn ' t  
be  l e a v i n g  a t  t h e  same t ime.  They c a l l  it i n f u s i o n .  

Q W e l l ,  we a r e  aware o f  how Taslc Force  Barker  was 
p u t  t o g e t h e r ,  b u t  I wondered i f  t h e r e  were any i n d i c a t i o n  o f  
t h e  reasons  why you w e r e  be ing  r e l e a s e d  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
t ime.  Did it have any th ing  t o  do wi th  t h e  jpb t h a t  you had 
done t o  t h a t  t ime be ing  completed o r  any f r i c t i o n  between you 
o r  any problem w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  S5  o p e r a t i o n  a t  Task Force  
Barker? Can you g i v e  us any i n s i g h t  on t h a t ?  

A. No, s i r .  I never  had any t r o u b l e ,  n o t  t o  my know-
ledge.  

Q What was t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  command 
a t  Task Force  Barker toward your c i v i l  a f f a i r s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  
Did you have a f e e l i n g  t h a t  you were g e t t i n g  command suppor t ?  
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A. Yes, s i r .  A s  f a r  a s  going o u t  p icking  up r i c e  
t h a t  was captured ,  t h e  t a sk  f o r c e  commander was a l l  f o r  it. 
He would have l e t  me use h i s  chopper t o  go o u t  and pick it 
up. I th ink  he was behi3d me a s  f a r  a s  working with t h e s e  
people down i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  on Highway 1 down below LZ Dot t ie .  
~ u to t h e r  than  t h a t ,  I never go t  ou t  with any companies o r  
anything,  wi th  t h e  l i n e  companies. 

Q Did you ever  seek t o  make more of t h e  job than 
you were permit ted t o  make? 

A. W e l l ,  I would say ,  a s  f a r  a s  wo'rking around LZ 
~ o t t i et h e r e ,  t h e r e  was no l i m i t  t o  what I could do. But go-
ing  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  wi th  a l i n e  company, I would say i t ' s  
kind of u s e l e s s  t o  go o u t  t h e r e  and t r y  t o  do c i v i l  a f f a i r s .  

Q.  W e l l ,  was t h e r e  any p lan  of which you were aware 
on opera t ions  f o r  t h e  handl ing of c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q And s o  far  as t h e  planning of an opera t ion  you 
were j u s t  l e f t  on t h e  ou t s ide?  You d i d n ' t  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  
t h e  b r i e f i n g  o r  hear  anything about i t ?  You were j u s t  s e n t  
down t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  work t h e r e ?  Is t h a t  about how it 
w a s ?  

A. Yes, sir.. I ' d  say so.  

Q About t h i s  i n c i d e n t  over a t  LZ Uptight ,  do you
remember how c l o s e  it was t o  t h e  f i r e  base t h a t  t h e  p a r t i -
c u l a r  v i l l a g e r s  l i v e d ?  

A. No, sir. I don ' t  know where they l i v e d ,  b u t  they 
walked r i g h t  up t o  t h e  base of it, b u t  I c o u l d r L 7 tsee  any 
v i l l a g e  anywhere around. The company commander of the  company 
t h a t  was on Uptight  a t  t h a t  time s a i d  t h a t  they were from a 
v i l l a g e  p r e t t y  f a r  away and they c a r r i e d  t h e s e  two dead people 
a l l  t h e  way from t h e  v i l l a g e .  I c o u l d n ' t  s ee  the  v i l l a g e  from 
there .  

Q. Well, d i d  you a c t u a l l y  go over and t a l k  t o  t h e  v i l -
l a g e r s  who were ca r ry ing  i n  t h e  two dead people? 
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A. Y e s .  I d i d n ' t  t a l k  t o  them. I t a l k e d  t o  the-m 
through an i n t e r p r e t e r .  

Q Well,  I unders tand  t h a t ,  b u t  you a r r i v e d  a t  LZ Up-
t i g h t  when t h e  v i l l a g e r s  w e r e  t h e r e  w i t h  t h e  two dead c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Did they  i n d i c a t e  how long b e f o r e  t hey  had been 
k i l l e d ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t hey  i n d i c a t e d  it was a couple  days p r i o r .  
When I found t h i s  o u t ,  I c a l l e d  back t o  LZ D o t t i e  and asked ,  I 
b e l i e v e  it was t h e  S3, i f  w e  had any o p e r a t i o n  o r  had f i r e d  
any mor ta rs  o r  a r t i l l e r y  i n  t h a t  a r e a  w i t h i n  t h e  l a s t  5 days .  
A s  f a r  a s  he  could  f i n d  o u t ,  w e  h a d n ' t  had any o p e r a t i o n s  a t  
a l l  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  

Q But you c a n ' t  i d e n t i f y  f o r  u s  today where that 
a r e a  was? 

A. No, sir.  

Q About how long  b e f o r e  you l e f t  Task Force  Barker 
d i d  t h i s  occu r?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  s ay  f o r  s u r e .  

Q How d i d  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  c l a im  t h a t  t h e  two had been 
k i l l e d ?  

A. They claimed they  had been k i l l e d  by mor t a r s .  

Q . By mor ta rs?  

A. Y e s ,  

Q - With r e s p e c t  t o  Capta in  GOUZOULES, you had been 
over  w i t h  t h e  4/3 u n t i l  you were i n fused  i n  Task Force  Barker?  
Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

J 

A. Y e s .  

Q. And do you know what you d i d  w i th  your  S5 r e c o r d s  
and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  when you l e f t  Task Force  Barker? 
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A. No, sir.  I d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  have any r eco rds .  
The only  paperwork I ever  had was when I d id  pay one s o l a -
tium payment, which I had t o  g e t  a r e c e i p t  s igned  and a 
couple  of  pape r s ,  b u t  I s e n t  t hose  t o  br igade  S3. 

Q - I had understood you t o  say  t h a t  you had arranged 
for so la t ium payment i n  t h e  c a s e  of t h i s  LZ Upt ight  episode.  

A. No, s ir .  

Q- On t h e  b a s i s  t h a t  t h e r e  had been no U.S. respons i -
b i l i t y ,  you took t h e  p o s i t i o n  of  no so la t ium payment so t h a t  
you d i d n ' t  make any so la t ium payment i n  t h a t  case .  

A. No, s ir .  I d i d n ' t  make any. 

Q Did you eve r  hea r  anyth ing  about  t h a t  l a t e r  on 
from Captain GOUZOULES? 

A. No, sir.  

Q. Did you have any c o n t a c t  w i th  Captain GOUZOULES 
a f t e r  you l e f t  Task Force Barker? 

A. No, sir. 

I0: You made a s t a t emen t  t o  us  a few minutes ago, 
Captain WYNDHAM, t h a t  I d o n ' t  q u i t e  unders tand.  You s a i d  
something t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  it would have been u s e l e s s  f o r  
c i v i l  a f f a i r s  t o  go along wi th  t h e  t a c t i c a l  o p e r a t i o n .  Would 
you exp la in  what you mean? 

A. W e l l ,  it wouldn ' t  a c t u a l l y  be u s e l e s s ,  b u t  I was 
never t o l d  t o  go o u t  w i th  .any t a c t i c a l  u n i t s ,  and I j u s t  never 
went o u t  w i t h  any. 

Q But t h i s  was s o r t  of  an assumption o r  a r a t i o n a l e  
t h a t  you developed, t h a t  it wouldn ' t  have been h e l p f u l .  

A. The only  way I could  s e e  it would be h e l p f u l  was 
maybe i n  evacuat ion  of  c i v i l i a n s ,  b u t  t h a t  would be only when 
t h e r e  was shoot ing .  I mean I c o u l d n ' t  do anyth ing  then.  

( ~ Y N D H A M )  1 3  
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Q. I unders tand  t h a t ,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  people  t h a t  a r e  
w i thou t  homes, r e f u g e e s ,  and s o  f o r t h  t h a t  some way o r  ano-
t h e r  shou ld  be  handled and t aken  c a r e  o f .  There a r e  a l s o  
b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  might be  damaged. There a r e  a l s o  MEDCAPs, 
t h i s  k ind  of a s s i s t a n c e  t h a t  can be  rendered.  

A. Y e s .  W e  performed many MEDCAPs a long  Highway 1, 
b u t  t h e  on ly  t ime  you could  form a MEDCAP o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  
a c t u a l l y  i s  when t h e r e ' s  a company t h e r e .  

Q. Y e s .  I unders tand  t h a t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  when you g e t  
o u t  h e r e  by t h e  c o a s t  and g e t  back i n  VC t e r r i t o r y .  I under-
s t a n d  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  q u i t e  w e l l ,  and I know you d o n ' t  go roam-
i n q  around o u t  t h e r e .  But be inq  w i t h  a t a c t i c a l  u n i t ,  it 
does g i v e  you t h e  c a p a b i l i t y  t ~ - ~ r o v i d et h a t  k ind  of suppor t .  
I would hope t h a t  more of t h i s  was done i n  t h e  196th  Br igade ,  
f o r  example, i n  t h i s  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  war,  s o  t o  speak ,  t r y -
i n g  t o  g e t  people  on o u r  s i d e  i n s t e a d  of d r i v i n g  people  away 
and c r e a t i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  enemies. When you w e r e  up a t  t h e  
196th and you were a long  way o u t ,  I can unders tand  be ing  
a s s igned  t o  a p l a t o o n ,  why you might n o t  h e a r  anyth ing  up 
t h e r e .  But you d i d  l e a v e  an  a r e a  down h e r e ,  and Capta in  
GOUZOULES moved i n  w i t h  t h e  S 5  of t h e  4/3  and they  moved i n t o  
LZ D o t t i e .  Did you h e a r  anyth ing  a long about  t h i s  t ime  frame 
t h a t  a f t e r  you l e f t  and u n t i l  such t i m e  a s  Task Force  Barker  
was disbanded t h a t  GOUZOULES w a s n ' t  welcome a t  LZ D o t t i e ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q Yes. Rather  persona  non g r a t a  a t  t h e  f i r e  base .  
With t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  o u t  a t  Upt igh t ,  i f  it was En t h e  immedi-
a t e  v i c i n i t y  of Up t igh t ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  of your  r a t i o n a l e  f o r  
s a y i n g n i tw a s n ' t  i n c u r r e d  by U.S. f o r c e s .  Was t h i s  because 
you c a l l e d  back t o  t h e  3? Did you c o n t a c t  t h e  people  who 
were i n  command of LZ Upt igh t  t o  f i n d  o u t  i f  t hey  had any 
l o c a l  p a t r o l s  o r  ambushes and s o  f o r t h  around t h a t  might have 
caused t h i s ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  The company t h a t  was on t h e  h i l l ,  t h e  
company commander w a s  down t h e r e  w i th  me, and t h e  people  who 
had brought  t h e s e  two dead peop le ,  they claimed t h a t  t hey  
had been k i l l e d  by mortar .  

(WYNDHAM) 1 4  
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Q Y e s .  W e l l ,  was it reported--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  And he expla ined  w e  p l o t t e d  mortar 
concen t ra t ions .  

Q - Yes. 

A.  And f o r  t h e  l a s t  5 n i g h t s  none had been p l o t t e d  
anywhere c l o s e  t o  t h a t  a rea .  So going on t h a t  b a s i s ,  I a s -
sumed they  c o u l d n ' t  have been k i l l e d  by o u r  mor ta rs .  

Q Did you have any o t h e r  i n c i d e n t s  where c i v i l i a n s  
were e i t h e r  k i l l e d  o r  wounded by mortar  o r  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I had anyth ing  t o  do wi th .  

Q Was t h i s  i n c i d e n t  r epor t ed  t o  t h e  S3 and t o  Colonel 
BARKER? 

A. Y e s .  

Q To t h e  a r t i l l e r y ?  The q u e s t i o n  I ' m  a sk ing  now i s  
whether o r  n o t  an a r t i l l e r y '  o r  mortar  i n c i d e n t  r e p o r t  was 
i n i t i a t e d ?  

A. Well,  I informed t h e  S3. H e  knew about  it. 

Q Was t h e r e  any k ind  of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  conducted 
t o  go i n t o  t h i s  t h i n g  i n  a l i t t l e  g r e a t e r  depth? 

A. No. 

Q Are you f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  and mortar  
i n c i d e n t  r e p o r t  r equ i red  by USARV and MACV? 

A. NO, sir. 

Q - I have h e r e  E x h i b i t  D - 1 4 ,  which i s  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  
of A r t i l l e r y  I n c i d e n t ,  da ted  15 January 1958, publ ished by 
Headquarters,  America1 ~ i v i s i o nA r t i l l e r y .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  show 
you t h a t  and ask  if t h i s  was e v e r  c a l l e d  t o  your a t t e n t i o n .  
You ' l l  no te  t h a t  it is  n o t  a.ddressed t o  t h e  br igade .  I t ' s  
addressed t o  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  u n i t s .  But normally t h e s e  r e p o r t s  
and t h e  requirements  f o r  them a r e  known throughout  a l l  of t h e  
headquar te rs  because of t h e  s t r i n g e n t  r e s t r i c t i o n s  and r e -
quirements e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e s e  r e g u l a t i o n s .  Do you s e e  what 
I ' m  g e t t i n g  a t ?  
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A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q A f t e r  you had l e f t  Task Force  Barker  and u n t i l  
such t i m e  t h a t  you l e f t  t h e  a r e a ,  d i d  you h e a r  of any com-
ments o r  s t a t e m e n t s  o r  any th ing ,  which may have l e d  you t o  
s u s p e c t  something unusual  had taken  p l a c e  down i n  t h i s  a r e a ?  

A. NO,  sir. 

Q I n  about t h e  middle of March? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  of an  a v i a t o r ,  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ,  
r e p o r t i n g  hav ing  seen  an unnecessary number of  women and c h i l -
d ren  k i l l e d  i n  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  of  a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  between some 
a v i a t i o n  u n i t  and some of  t h e  ground f o r c e s ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q . Were you e v e r  aware t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  any 
k ind  i n  t h i s  area was be ing  conducted by t h e  U.S . o r  by t h e  
Government o f  South Vietnam o r  by t h e  Umy o f  t h e  Republic 
o f  South Vietnam? 

A. No, s i r .  

MR MACCRATE: Did you e v e r  h e a r  t h a t  Captain  GOUZOULES had 
made a complaint  about  t h e  t r ea tmen t  by Task Force  Barker of  
c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Who w e r e  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  down a t  t h e  Binh Son 
D i s t r i c t  headqua r t e r s?  

A .  I c a n ' t  remember t h e  name. 
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Q Did you know Major WILLOUGHBY? 

A .  Not t h a t  I remember. The only advisor  I knew was 
Major GAVIN o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q Where was Major GAVIN? 

A. He was a t ,  I be l i eve  it was a t  Quang Ngai. 

Q O r  w a s  he down a t  t h e  headquar ters  of Son Tinh 
D i s t r i c t ?  

A. Son Tinh, t h e  one t h a t  was south of  LZ Dot t ie .  

Q Yes. Did you have some dea l ings  wi th  him? 

A. ' N o ,  sir. I j u s t  met him. I was down t h e r e  once; 
t h a t  was a l l .  

Q. Did you ever  go ou t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  with Captain 
KOTOUC? 

A.  No, s ir .  J u s t  down along Highway 1, n o t  o u t  i n  
t h e  f i . e ld .  

Q Did any of t h e  o f f i c e r s  of  Task Force Barker go 
ou t  wi th  you i n  t h e  f i e l d  on t h e s e  p a r t i c u l a r  occasions? You 
s a i d  you were i n  t h e  f i e l d  t h r e e  t imes ,  once t o  LZ Uptight 
with r e s p e c t  t o  the  claim f o r  t h e  two c i v i l i a n s .  Did anyone 
go with you a t  t h a t  time? 

A .  Not t h a t  I can remember, j u s t  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r .  

Q. And what were t h e  two occasions? 

A. Well, one was o f f  Highway 1, b u t  it was o u t  with 
one of t h e  companies on a MEDCAP, and another  one was a 
MEDCAP, a l s o .  

Q- DO you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  wife  of one 
of t h e  Vietnamese who worked a t  t h e  d i s t r i c t  headquarters  
having been k i l l e d  i n  an opera t ion  i n  Binh Son D i s t r i c t  and 
a claim having been made f o r  h e r  dea th?  

A. The wife  of--
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Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The wi fe  of  one of  t h e  Vietnamese 
working i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  headqua r t e r s .  

I0 : I t h i n k  he  was working a s  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  a d v i s o r .  

A.  .Where was s h e  k i l l e d ?  Not t h a t  I know o f .  

MR MACCRATE: I t h i n k  it was over  i n  t h e  a r e a  of LZ Upt igh t .  

A. No, sir.  

Q . You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  t h a t .  

COL ARMSTRONG: -Cap ta in  WYNDHAM, when you hea rd  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  
i n  t h e  newspapers o r  over  TV o r  wherever you hea rd  about  it 
t h i s  l a s t  f a l l ,  what was your r e a c t i o n ?  

A. I was k ind  of  s u r p r i s e d .  I c o u l d n ' t  b e l i e v e  it 
r e a l l y .  I d o n ' t  know i f  I s t i l l  do. The day I l e f t  t hey  
c a l l e d  i n  t h e  body count  because of  a l l  t h e  r e s i s t a n c e  they  
had had. I thought  it was NVA and VC. I was r e a l l y  su r -
p r i s e d  when I heard  a l l  t h i s  o t h e r  s t u f f  coming o u t .  

Q I n  any of  your  expe r i ences  over  i n  Vietnam when 
you w e r e  down i n  t h e . r i f l e  company a f t e r  Task Force Barker ,  
d i d  you e v e r  h e a r  any th ing  l i k e  t h i s  r e p o r t  going on? 

A. No, s i r .  

Cl No i n c i d e n t  of  any k ind  l i k e  t h i s ?  

A. NO , sir.  

Q. Were you s o r r y  t o  l e a v e  t h e  l l t h ?  

A. I n  a way. A t  t h e  t ime I f e l t  t h a t  Colonel  BARKER 
was t h e  b e s t  person I have eve r  s e rved  under ,  b u t  I wanted t o  
l eave  because I knew I ' d  never  g e t  i n t o  a l i n e  company t h e r e  
a t  Task Force Barker.  

Q Well,  was Task Force  Barker going t o  be  something
t h a t  was permanent o r  temporary? 

A. From what I hea rd ,  it was going t o  be  something 
temporary. 

18 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP 'T-269 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q You were i n  t h e  4/3? 

A .  Yes, sir.  

Q You h a d n ' t  been given an oppor tuni ty  and weren ' t  
going t o  be given an opportuni ty t o  g e t  i n t o  a company? 

A. Well, I d o n ' t  know i f  I was going t o  be given one 
o r  n o t ,  b u t  I h a d n ' t  up u n t i l  t h a t  t ime. 

10: A s  a mat ter  of f a c t ,  you had very l i t t l e  choice 
on your leaving .  I s n ' t  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A .  Yes, s ir .  I had t o  leave.  

Q . You were t a l k i n g  about t h e  in fus ion  program where 
the  people were s e l e c t e d  from r o s t e r s ,  and i n  o rde r  t o  g e t  
some balance s o ,  a s  you i n d i c a t e d ,  people wouldn ' t  a l l  be 
l eav ing  a t  t h e  same time. And when they moved you out  they
t r i e d  t o  move somebody i n  t o  g e t  some spread i n  t h e r e .  What 
was your impression of these  u n i t s  of Task Force Barker? 
Was it p r e t t y  much a rough and tough ready t o  go o u t f i t ?  I 
mean with r e a l  powerful l eader sh ip  i n  it. I'm t a l k i n g  about 
t h e  companies. I ' m  no t  t a l k i n g  about BARKER, now. I know 
of your a t t i t u d e  and your f e e l i n g  toward BARKER because you 
j u s t  expressed it. I ' m  now t a l k i n g  about these  companies 
t h a t  you saw from time t o  time. You saw Captain TRINKLE, 
f o r  example, which i s  A/3/1, and you saw Captain MICHLES 
who had B/4/3, and you saw MEDINA of C/1/20. Were t h e s e  
r e a l l y  powerful o u t f i t s  and r e a l l y  gung-ho, ready f o r  combat? 

A. W e l l ,  n o t  being with them I c o u l d n ' t  r e a l l y  say ,  
bu t  from t h e  l i t t l e  I d id  s e e  of them, I thought t h a t  they 
were p r e t t y  good companies. I d i d n ' t  know t h e  company com-
manders t h a t  w e l l ,  b u t  from what o t h e r  people s a i d  t h a t  most of 
them were f o r  t h e i r  second time over  t h e r e ,  and they knew 
what they were doing. 

Q. Yes. You knew t h a t  these  companies w e r e  s e l e c t e d  
because of t h e  f a c t  they were t h e  so -ca l l ed  b e s t  companies i n  
the  b a t t a l i o n .  
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A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t  know t h a t  was t h e  r ea son  t h a t  
t h e y  were s e l e c t e d  f o r  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e .  

Q a But you looked on them as be ing  q u i t e  e f f i c i e n t  
combat f o r c e s  then?  

A. Yes, sir.  I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  have any th ing  t o  com-
pa re  them wi th .  

Q - Well,  you 'd  s een  t h e  companies i n  t h e  4/3, h a d n ' t  
you? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  b u t  when t h e  4/3 f i r s t  g o t  t h e r e ,  t h e  
companies d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  g e t  o u t  and o p e r a t e .  I l e f t  f o r  
Task Force Barker b e f o r e  they  g o t  o u t  and s t a r t e d  o p e r a t i n g .  
A c t u a l l y ,  when they  f i r s t  g o t  t h e r e ,  a l l  of  t h e  companies 
were r i g h t  i n  one p l ace .  They d i d n ' t  go o u t  t h a t  f a r .  

MR MACCRATE: Did Colonel  BARKER spend a l o t  of  t i m e  i n  t h e  
f i e l d  v i s i t i n g  t h e  companies wh i l e  t hey  were o u t ,  o r  d i d  he 
o p e r a t e  on a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  b a s i s  t h a n  t h a t ?  

A. H e  would go o u t  and v i s i t  t h e  companies. How 
o f t e n  he  went o u t ,  I couldn '  t say  f o r  s u r e .  But I knew he ' d  
go t o  each company a t  l e a s t  once a day. 

Q Well ,  a c t u a l l y  go down t o  t h e  ground w i t h  them o r  
f l y  over  t h e i r  a r e a  of o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  C&C s h i p ?  

A. A s  f a r  as I know, h e  went down t o  t h e  ground. 

10: W e l l ,  w e  a p p r e c i a t e  your  coming i n ,  Capta in  
WYNDHAM. On t h i s  l i n e  of  q u e s t i o n i n g  we've d i r e c t e d  a t  you 
t h i s  a f t e r n o n ,  you may conce ivab ly  t h i n k  of  some a d d i t i o n a l  
t h i n g s ;  o t h e r  t h i n g s  w i l l  come t o  mind. I f  you do have such 
t h i n g s ,  p l e a s e  l e t  us  know. I f  you can t h i n k  of any docu-
ments t h a t  might be  of  v a l u e  t o  u s ,  i n  terms of d i r e c t i v e s ,  
r e p o r t s ,  maps, pho tos ,  and t h e  l i k e ,  we'd a p p r e c i a t e  knowing 
about  t h a t .  Before w e  r e c e s s ,  1'11 g i v e  you an o p p o r t u n i t y  
t o  ask any q u e s t i o n s  you 'd  l i k e  t o  address  t o  us o r ,  i f  you 'd  
l i k e ,  t o  e n t e r  a  s t a t e m e n t  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd .  

A. N O ,  s ir .  

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t ime.  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1622 hour s ,  29 January 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: BEARDSLEE, Frank D .  

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 31 Janua ry  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: D r i v e r  f o r  LTC Barker  

1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION. 

On 16 March t h e  w i t n e s s  was a S p e c i a l i s t  Four and as-
s i g n e a , t o  L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  BARKER a s  a d r i v e r  (pg. 1) .  
H e  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  w i t h  t h e  
t r l i r d  p l a t o o n  of  t h e  C/1/20 (pg. 7 ) .  T h i s  was because  Col- 
o n e l  BARKER was a t t e m p t i n g  t o  g e t  him a Combat I n f a n t r y  Bad-
ge  and h e  was t r y i n g  t o  see combat (pg.  7)  . H e  d i d  n o t  
know t h e  nam: o f  h i s  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  and r e c a l l e d  t h a t  h i s  
squad l e a d e r s  name was "JOE" (pgs .  7 ,  8 ) .  H e  l a t e r  i d e n t i f i e d  
"JOE" a s  JOSEPH GRIMES from E x h i b i t s  P-180, and P-181 (pg.  75) . 
2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

The w i t n e s s  a s  Co lone l  BARKER'S d r i v e r  a t t e n d e d  a b r i e f -
i n g  h e l d  a t  LZ D o t t i e  abou t  t h r e e  days  b e f o r e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
(pg .  2 ) .  P r e s e n t  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  w e r e  t h e  members of  t h e  head- 
q u a r t e r s  s t a f f  a long  w i t h  MEDINA and h i s  l i e u t e n a n t s  (pg.  2 ) .  
H e  cou ld  n o t  r e c a l l  i f  t h e r e  was anyone t h e r e  f rom B/4/3 o r  
A/3/1 (pg.  2 ) .  The b r i e f i n g  was h e l d  i n  t h e  command bunker  
and Co lone l  BARKER a d d r e s s e d  t h e  p e o p l e  (pg. 3 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e y  had been "boo ted  o u t  o f  t h e r e  once ."  which t h e  w i t -
n e s s  though t  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i n  Februa ry  (pg. 3 ) .  
The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  t h e y  were t o  engage t h e  48th VC Bat-
t a l i o n  (pg.  4 )  . The company commanders were t o  f l a n k  o f f  t h e  
b a t t a l i o n  (pg.  5 ) .  They e x p e c t e d  t o  e n c o u n t e r  t h e  heavy weapons 
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p l a t o o n  of t h e  enemy (pg. 5 ) .  The Vietnamese r e s i d e n t s  of 
t h e  a r e a  were n o t  cons ide red  (pg. 5 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  anything s p e c i f i c  be ing mentioned about  " l e v e l i n g  t h e  
p l a c e " ,  b u t  he s t a t e d  t h a t  they  would u s u a l l y  d e s t r o y  a l l  
t h e  t u n n e l s  and h u t s  when they found a VC complex (pg. 5) . 
Usually t h e  Vietnamese people  would " d i d i  mau" b e f o r e  they 
a r r i v e d  (pg. 5 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  a t t e n d  Cap ta in  MEDINA'S 
b r i e f i n g  f o r  C Company (pg. 6 ) .  The w i t n e s s  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  
s i x  t o  twelve people  were a t t e n d i n g  t h e  b r i e f i n g  and t h a t  
they crowded t h e  bunker (pgs.  28, 29) . He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  i f  
a v i a t i o n  pe r sonne l  were p r e s e n t  (pg. 2 9 ) .  There was one major 
p r e s e n t  b u t  he d i d  n o t  know h i s  name (pg. 3 0 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
s t a t e d  t h a t  i t  was a r ranged  f o r  him t o  go on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  by 
Capta in  MEDINA when t h e  w i t n e s s  t o l d  him t h a t  he would be good 
luck (pg. 3 1 ) .  I t  had been a r ranged  a few weeks p r i o r  t o  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  and was s p e c i f i c a l l y  confirmed f o r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  . 

a f t e r  t h e  b r i e f i n g  (pg. 3 1 ) .  While he was gone a man named 
BLAKEY would a t t e n d  t o  Colonel  BARKER (pgs.  32, 3 3 ) .  The w i t -
n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he was a l i t t l e  nervous i n ' p r e p a r i n g  f o r  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 32) . H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  they  expec ted  t o  g e t  t h e i r  
" b u t t s  s h o t  o f f "  (pg. 3 3 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  r e c e i v i n g  i n s t r u c -  
t i o n s  i n  advance t o  burn hootches  and t o  k i l l  l i v e s t o c k  b u t  
s t a t e d  t h a t  i t  came down by word of mouth a f t e r  they  landed 
(pg. 3 4 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  h e a r  t h i s  mentioned a t  Colonel  BARKER'S 
b r i e f i n g  b u t  s t a t e d  t h a t  u s u a l l y  BARKER would l e a v e  " t h e  s m a l l  
t h i n g s "  up t o  t h e  company commander (pg. 34) . The i d e a  t o  g e t  
revenge was n o t  mentioned by Colonel  BARKER b u t  i t  was t h e  
i d e a  among t h e  t r o o p s  (pg. 35) . 

a .  Landing and i n i t i a l .  movement. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  they  landed i n  a r i c e  paddy 
o u t s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e  and remained i n  p o s i t i o n  f o r  approximately 
t e n  minutes (pgs.  6 ,  7 ) .  While they  were i n  p o s i t i o n  he saw 
a " twenty- three"  s h o o t i n g  up on t o p  of  H i l l  85 (pgs. 6 ,  7)  . 
He was wi th  t h e  t h i r d  p l a t o o n  and they r e c e i v e d  an  o r d e r  t o  
move o u t  t o  t h e  sou th  t o  pickup some weapons (pg. 8 )  . H e  
s t a t e d  t h a t  they  saw a bunch of people  moving down t h e  p a t h  
approximately 200  y a r d s  away b u t  they  d i d  n o t  " g e t  t o o  many 
of them" (pg. 8 )  . The people  were moving on Highway 521 (pg. 
8 ) .  He saw t e n  t o  f i f t e e n  of t h e  group of f i f t y  f a l l  (pg. 9 ) .  
They then  went t o  t h e  hedgerow where t h e  weapons were supposed 
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t o  b e , a n d  when they could  n o t  f i n d  them they  began t o  move 
toward t h e  vil1ay.e (py. 9 )  . They went back p a r t  wa . and then 
stopped (py. 10)  . They had j u s t  c r o s s e d  t h e  road w-Ken 
sortleone came over  t h e  r a d i o  and t o l d  them t o  go back and keep 
looking (py.  2 4 ) .  The w i t n e s s  h imsel f  d i d  n o t  go  back t o  t h e  
hedgerow b u t  went t o  t h e  road where he and o t h e r s  formed on 
l i n e  (pg. 2 4 )  . A few went back and recovered  t h e  weapon b u t  
he d i d  n o t  s e e  i t  (pg. 2 4 ) .  A f t e r  t h i s  they  began t o  move 
toward t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 24) . 

b.  A c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

The w i t n e s s  was n o t  s u r e  of which t r a i l  they  took 
back i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  b u t  he d i d  remember s e e i n g  some c h i l d -
ren  who had been s h o t  and t h e  machinegunner " f i n i s h e d  them 
o f f "  (pg. 1 0 ) .  P o s s i b l y  they  used t h e  t r a i l  which l e d  t o  t h e  . 

southwest  co rne r  of  My Lai  ( 4 )  (pg. 11). H e  could  n o t  r e c a l l  
i f  HAEBERLE was w i t h  them a t  t h a t  t ime (pg. 11). He n o t i c e d  
a nunber of people  s t a n d i n g  on a t r a i l  t o  t h e i r  r i g h t  i n  a . r i c e  
paddy (pgs.  11, 12) . When they r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e i r  former pos i -  
t i o n  they took a break and were then  o rde red  t o  move t o  a bunch 
of p i n e  t r e e s  i n  t h e  southwest  c o r n e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 1 2 ) .  
They had i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  k i l l  t h e  l i v e s t o c k ,  burn  t h e  h o o t c h e s ,  
and sea rch  f o r  weapons (pg. 1 2 ) .  A s  they  moved t o  t h e  e a s t  
they d i d  n o t  encounter  any people  (pg. 1 3 ) .  H e  d i d  see bod ies  
which were i n  f r o n t  of t h e i r  h u t s  (pg. 1 3 ) .  He a l s o  saw a group 
of 15-20 peop le  l y i n g  i n  a p a t h  n e a r  t h e  s p o t  where t h e y  
s e t  up an LZ f o r  CARTER'S d u s t o f f  (pgs.  13 ,  1 4 ) .  Th i s  was 
f i f t y  t o  s i x t y  mete r s  i n s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 1 4 ) .  rhe w i t n e s s  d i d  
no t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h e  bod ies  which were shown i n  t h e  photo- 
graph i n  L i f e  magazine, because he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  fence  be- -
ing  t h e r e  (pg. 1 4 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  p o s s i b l y  t h e  15 -
20  bod ies  on t h e  t r a i l  were bod ies  of t h e  people  he had seen  
s t a n d i n g  t o  t h e  e a s t  (pg. 1 6 ) .  The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  b reak ing  
f o r  lunch n e a r  a d i t c h  (pgs .  17 ,  1 8 ) .  I n  t h e  d i t c h  were "a 
couple of bod ies"  b u t  n o t  a l a r g e  group a s  d e p i c t e d  i n  t h e  photo- 
graphs (pg. 1 8 ) .  He l a t e r  l o c a t e d  t h e  people  a s  be ing  t o  t h e  
south and s t a t e d  t h a t  he had seen  them b e f o r e  they  c r o s s e d  t h e  
d i t c h  (pgs. 25-28) . 

c .  Locat ion  of h e l i c o p t e r s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  saw t h e  command s h i p  f l y -  
ing  h igh  over  t h e  LZ s h o r t l y  a f t e r  they  had landed (pg. 1 5 ) .  
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He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  Colonel  BARKER l a n d i n g  t h a t  d a y ,  n o r  d i d  
he  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h e  command s h i p  a g a i n  (pgs .  1 5 ,  15 )  . The 
d u s t o f f  h e l i c o p t e r  d i d  n o t  have r e d  c r o s s  markings ,  b u t  w a s  
' ' a  r e g u l a r  d u s t o f f  s h i p "  (pg.  37) . The w i t n e s s  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  
v a r i o u s  t y p e s  o f  h e l i c o p t e r s  used by t h e  u n i t  (pgs .  38,  39) . 
H e  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  Co lone l  BARKER normal ly  f l e w  i n  a Do'lphin 
and he  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  gunner  was named CARRILLO (pgs .  40, 4 1 ) .  
H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  BARKER f r e q u e n t l y  used COONEY a s  h i s  p i l o t  and 
i f  COONEY was n o t  a v a i l a b l e  BARKER would use  " j u s t  a b o u t  any- 
body" (pg.  4 2 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  s e e  a h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d  
w h i l e  t hey  were t a k i n g  t h e i r  lunch  b reak  (pg. 4 4 ) .  

6 .  L a t e r  movement from t h e  v i l l a g e .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  p l a t o o n  moved i n t o  a  s m a l l  
subhamle t  i n  which t h e r e  was an o l d  man and some c h i l d r e n  (pg.  
1 8 ) .  The a f t e r n o o n  t h e y  moved i n t o  a n o t h e r  v i l l a g e  i n  which 
t h e y  rounded t h e  p e o p l e  up ,  s e a r c h e d  them, and t h e n  l e f t  (pg .  
18 ) . The p e o p l e  were r e l e a s e d  a f t e r  t h e y  were s e a r c h e d  ( p g s .  
1 9 ,  20) . They d i d  n o t  bu rn  t h i s  subhamle t  (pg. 20) . 

e. The n i g h t  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n .  

A f t e r  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e y  moved t o  t h e i r  n i g h t  l a a g e r  a r e a  
(pg.  2 0 ) .  They w e r e  l o c a t e d  on a  s m a l l  rise (pg. 2 0 ) .  H e  d i d  
n o t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any N a t i o n a l  P o l i c e  t h e  f i r s t  n i g h t ,  n o r  d i d  
he r e c a l l  one p l a t o o n  which b i v o u a c k d b j  i t s e l f  (pg.  2 0 ) .  H e  
d i d  r e c a l l  hav ing  i n t e r p r e t e r s  p r e s e n t ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  remember 
anyone doing  any s h o o t i n g  (pg.  4 5 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  
C a p t a i n  KOTOUC (pg.  4 5 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he did.remember a 
h e l i c o p t e r  b r i n g i n g  i n  t h e i r  even ing  meal ,  b u t  he d i d  n o t  no-
t i c e  it a s  he was d i g g i n g  i n  when it l anded  (pg. 4 5 ) .  

f .  A c t i v i t i e s  on 17 and 18  March. 

On 17 March t h e  w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  f i n d i n g  and blowing a 
~ o o b y  t r a p  (pg .  46) . Thcy did n o t  s e  any peop le  d u r i n g  t h e i r  

movement t h a t  day (pg.  4 6 ) .  On 1 8  March he  r e c a l l e d  t h e i r  com-
i n g  upon a v i l l a g e  which was " w e l l  o f f "  (pg.  2 1 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  
t h e r e  b e i n g  s m a l l  c h i l d r e n  and o l d  women p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  
(pg. 47 ) .  They d i d  n o t  burn  t h e  h u t s  because  t h e y  had been  t o l d  
t o  s t o p  b u r n i n g  (pg. 4 7 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  on 17  March t h e y  
c a p t u r e d  s i x  VC, which i n c l u d e d  some n u r s e s  (pgs .  47,  4 8 ) .  
These peop le  had come o u t  o f  a b u r n i n g  h u t  (pg. 4 8 ) .  They were 
g a t h e r e d  up and t a k e n  t o  an ARVN i n f e r r o g a t o r  (pg.  4 9 ) .  H e  
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r e c a l l e d  Sergean t s  PHU and M I N H  be ing  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  t ime (pg. 
4 9 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  MEDINA f i r i n g  over  a  d e t a i n e e  t o  make him 
t a l k  (pg. 5 0 ) .  He thought  t h a t  t h e s e  d e t a i n e e s  were p u t  on 
a h e l i c o p t e r  and taken o u t  l a t e  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon  (pg. 51) . 
The u n i t  then  moved approximately 1000 meters  t o  t h e  sou th  
where they encountered  some VC i n  f u l l  uniform, a t  whom they  
s h o t  (pgs .  47, 5 1 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any un-
u s u a l  a c t i v i t i e s  dur ing  t h e  n i g h t  (pg. 5 2 ) .  On t h e  1 8 t h  they 
c rossed  " s n i p e r ' s  b r i d g e "  and went i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  where 
they p o l i c e d  up 4 0  - 50 people b e f o r e  they  were e x t r a c t e d  (pgs.  
53, 5 4 ) .  

4 .  INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

Upon h i s  r e t u r n  t o  LZ D o t t i e  he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  Colonel  
HENDERSON assembling t h e  group and speaking w i t h  them (pg. 22) . 
Colonel  BARKER was i n  t h e  commrnand bunker when they  landed 
(pg. 54, 55) . BARKER d i d  n o t  seemed p l e a s e d  about  t h e  opera-  
t i o n  and t h e  w i t n e s s  thought  it was because they  d i d  n o t  en-
coun te r  t h e  48th Local  Force B a t t a l i o n  (pg. 56) . The w i t n e s s  
d i d  n o t  a t t e n d  t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  n i g h t  (pg. 5 6 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
r e c a l l e d  Genera l  YOUiiG coming i n  t h a t  n i g h t  and speak ing  w i t h  
Colonel  BARKER (pg.  5 6 ) .  He d i d  n o t  know what they  d i s c u s s e d  
nor d i d  BARKER s a y  anything t o  t h e  w i t n e s s  about  it (pgs.  56, 
5 7 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  Colonel  HENDERSON a r r i v i n g  and having a 
d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  BARKER i n  h i s  p r i v a t e  q u a r t e r s  (pg. 5 7 ) .  H e  
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  was h e a t e d  and BARKER seemed con-
cerned (pgs.  57,  58) . H e  r e c a l l e d  BARKER mentioning t h a t  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  was going t o h a v s a n i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pgs.  58,  5 9 ) .  BAR-
KER mentioned t h i s  i n  t h e  command bunker b u t  he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
, with  whom BARKER was sL>eak iq (pg .  59) . The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  any t a l k  about  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  b u t  he d i d  r e c a l l  t a l k  
about  t h e  number of people  who had been s h o t  (pgs.  59, 6 0 ) .  
Because they took more p r i s o n e r s  a f t e r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  t h e  w i t -
ness  thought  t h a t  t h e  c o l o n e l  f e l t  t h a t  t o o  many people  were 
k i l l e d  (pg. 6 0 ) .  The w i t n e s s  was n o t  t o l d  n o t  t o  t a l k  about  it 
(pg. 6 2 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  everyone was ashamed because they  had 
k i l l e d  s o  many innocen t  people (pgs .  62, 63) . 
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EXI I IBIT  
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES 

1 i Used to orient the 1 
P-1 I Aerial photo of My Lai I witness. 
P-6- I- 1 Wit identitled the 1 
thru I Miscellaneous Scenes I wounded soldier. 1 
- - - I 

P-13 Wit identiried the 

&P-17 Miscellaneous Scenes ro,ad near the dust- 


- off. 

- .

wit identirlea Joe 

P-23 Miscellaneous Scene GRIMES, his squad 


leader. 

I 

Wit identified it 

P-31 Miscellaneous Scene as Highway 521 and 

stated that he saw 
] similar bodies. 1 

1 1 Wit identirlea as I 
P-36 Miscellaneous Scene position #6 on 
-

I 
wit iaentihea 


P-41 Miscellaneous Scene as the LZ.  


P-45 Miscellaneous Scene Shown to witness. 
Wit located the 

P-46 Photo of ditch village and statec. 
he did not see 
this many bodies 
in the ditch. 

1 Wit identified I 
I location of lunch1 

I I break. 
1 Wit identified 

. .- ~qlscellaneous Scene himself about to 

P-68 enter a hut. 
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17 


18 


76 
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EXIIIBITS 

E X I I I B I T  
NUMBER D E S C R I P T I O N  NOTES PAGES 

Photo of  BARKER and 
YOUNG. 
Photograph of YOUNG,  
BARKER, and o t h e r s .  

I 
W i t  a l s o  l d e n t l r i $ a  
a n  e n l i s t e d  MP. 
W i t  i d e n t l r l e d  
t h o s e  t h a t  he  
knew. 

82  

7 9 , 8 0  

Annotated a e r i a l  photo.  
w i t  markea t n e  
l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  
bod ies .  

6 3 , 6 4  

P-202 

I 

1 
I photog;lph of  the LZ 

I 

I 
I 

w l t  s t a t e a  that 
i t  was t a k e n  of 
t h e  LZ. 

i
1 77 ,78  
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( T h e  hear ing  reconvened a t  1 0 0 5  hours ,  31  January  
1 9 7 0 . )  

MR WEST: T h e  hearing w i l l  come t o  order.  

RCDR: T h e  f o l l o w i n g  n a m e d  persons are  p r e s e n t :  MR WEST, 
COL FRANKLIN, LTC BAUER, LTC PATTERSON, LTC MAHAFFEY, LTC 
ROGERS, and MAJ COOP. 

L 


T h e  next  w i t n e s s  i s  M r .  Frank D. BEARDSLEE. 

(MR BEARDSLEE w a s  ca l led as a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  s w o r n ,  
and t e s t i f i ed  as f o l l o w s : )  

W o u l d  you s t a t e  you r  f u l l  n a m e ,  occupation, and 
address? 

A .  My name is F r a n l c  D o n o v a n  BEARDSLEE. I a m  a fac-
t o r y  w o r k e r .  I l i v e  a t  1 8 2 6 0  E a s t  S t ree t  R o a d ,  New L o t h r o p ,  
M i c h i g a n ,  4 4 4 6 0 .  

MR WEST: Mr .  BEARDSLEE, have you read E x h i b i t  M-57 w h i c h  
t e l l s  t h e  n a t u r e  and purpose of this i n q u i r y ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I have. 

(r. G o  you have any q u e s t i o n s  about  it? 

A. N o ,  s ir .  

Q. H a v e  you received an order f r o m  the  m i l i t a r y  judge
i n  t h e  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  case cf the U n i t e d  States  v. C a l l e y  o r  
the U n i t e d  States v. M i t c h e l l ?  

A. N o ,  sir .  

Q- A l l  r i g h t .  For  the record, M r .  BEARDSLEE, w e r e  
you a m e m b e r  of t h e  A r m y  on 1 6  M a r c h  1 9 6 8 ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I w a s .  

Q- . A n d  w h a t  w a s  your grade, your  a s s i g n m e n t ,  and 
your  o u t f i t ?  

A .  I w a s  s pec i a l i s t  E 4 .  I w a s  ass igned t o  C o l o n e l  
BARKER as a d r iver .  

Q. 	 A n d  t h i s  i s  C o l o n e l  BARKER of T a s k  Force B a r k e r ?  

(BEARDSLEE) 1 A P P  T - 2 9 2  

FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 




FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

A. Yes, s i r ,  11th  Brigade. 

a .  When d i d  you f i r s t  hea r  of  t h e  combat a s s a u l t  on 
My Lai  ( 4 )  on 16 March 1968? 

A. Well, I knew of it about 3 days be fo re  it 
happened. 

Q. I s e e ,  how d id  you know it was being set up? 

A. W e l l - - I  always a t tended t h e  b r i e f i n g s  w i t h  Colonel 
BARKER. We'd been kicked o u t  of t h e r e  once before  so  we had 
planned on going i n  again.  

Q a And s o  you heard t h i s  a t  the b r i e f i n g  I t a k e  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Where was t h i s  b r i e f i n g  and when? 

A. LZ Dot t i e .  

Fho d id  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  Do you remember? 

A. Colonel BARKER. 

Q. And who was p resen t?  

A. A l l  of our headquarters  s t a f f  and MEDINA and h i s  
l i e u t e n a n t s .  I dcn 't rexember a l l  t h a t  was t h e r e .  

Q. Anybody t h e r e  from B/4/3 o r  ~ / 3 / 1 ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember, s ir .  

Q M r .  BEARESLEE, I show you a photograph t h a t '  s been 
admitted i n t o  evidence as  P-68. Look a t  t h a t  and s e e  i f  you 
recognize anyone. 

A.  Yeah, it looks l i k e  me. There was another  one 
taken i f  you c a r e  t o  know. 

(2 Yes, I was looking f o r  t h a t  one too .  I '  11 show 
you P-59 and I ' l l  ask you i f  you recognize this? 

A. T h a t ' s  me. 

&. Do you know where t h i s  photograph was taken? 
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A. My La i .  

Q- And when? 

A. I t  was--about an hour a f t e r  we dropped t h a t  one 
was t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  know when t h e  o t h e r  one was taken. 

Q. I t  was taken by HAEBERLE? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q- Going back t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g  by Colonel BARKER, 
where d i d  t h i s  t ake  place? 

A.  I n  our  a--well, i n  our  s t a f f  room. That ' s  
a l l  we c a l l e d  it. 

Q- It 's i n  LZ Dot t i e?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  our  command bunker. 

Q Who a l l  spoke a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Well ,  mostly Colonel BARKER. 

Q- Colonel BARKER, can you remember what he said--can 
you j u s t  t e l l  us as b e s t  as you r e c a l l  what he  s a i d  a t  t h e  
b r i e f i n g ?  

A. W e l l ,  he j u s t  t o l d  us ,  o r  t o l d  them, t h a t  we've 
been booted o u t  of t h e r e  once. W e  took two p la toons  and 
four  t r a c k s  and t h a t  we caught them on RbR,  they had t h e i r  
arms s tacked,  and he d i d n ' t  want us t o  g e t  booted ou t  again 
s o  we'd taken  t h e  whole company i n .  

Q b  Was t h e r e  another  opera t ion  i n  February? 

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  sir. I t  wasn ' t  be fo re  then. So 
he was sending t h e  whole company i n .  He t o l d  us t o  car ry  
e x t r a  ammunition and e x t r a  b a t t e r i e s  f o r  t h e  r a d i o  and 
s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q I  Your s u r e  t h i s  was Colonel BARKER now? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. There was a b r i e f i n g  you know l a t e r  on wi th  Captain 
MEDINA of Char l i e  Company i n  which he t o l d  them some th ings  
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about l i k e  t h a t  t o o ,  but  t h i s  is t h e  Colonel BARKER b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Yes , s i r .  

Q Think hard t o  see  i f  you remember i f  a Captain 
MICHLES was t h e r e  from Bravo Company and perhaps Captain RIGGS 
from A/3/1, 

A. Well, probably Captain MICHLES was t h e r e .  

Q - Remember Captain RIGGS? 

A. The only c a p t a i n  I r e c a l l  from t h a t  o u t f i t  was 
t h e  one t h a t  got  it i n  t h e  back. I c a n ' t  remember which one 
it was though. 

Q. You d o n ' t  remember what h i s  name was? 

A. No, s i r ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. How about Captain TRINKLE? 

A. TRINKLE was--was t h e  l i t t l e  one. But I c a n ' t  
r e c a l l  i f  he was t h e r e  o r  n o t ,  sir. 

Q . He g o t  s h o t  i n  t h e  back? 

A. Yeah . 
Q. Do you remember anything e l s e  he s a i d ,  M r .  
BEARDSLEE? For example, do you remember how l a r g e  an a rea  
was involved? Was it t h e  whole so-cal led,  " P i n k v i l l e "  a rea?  
Did it involve more than  one v i l l a g e  t h a t  was being assau l t ed?  

A,  Well, t h a t  I c a n ' t  remember e x a c t l y .  We went i n  
t h e r e .  We thought we were gonna g e t  our  b u t t  s h o t  o f f  aga in ,  
b u t  s i n c e  w e  d i d n ' t  meet any r e s i s t a n c e  we went ahead and we 
swept t h e  r e s t  of t h e  v i l l a g e s .  

9 What d i d  you understand t h e  i n i t i a l  was? 
Was t h e  i n i t i a l  p lan  t o  go through t h e  whole a r e a  a s  they  
l a t e r  d id  o r  was it l i m i t e d ?  Do you r e c a l l ?  

A. A s  f a r  as  I remember, it was only t o  engage t h e  
48th B a t t a l i o n ,  because t h a t  was our  main o b j e c t i v e  i n  going 
t h e r e .  In  f a c t ,  t h i s  wasn ' t  even i n  our  AO. 

Q Right ,  I completely know t h e r e  was an A0 d i s t i n c t i o n *  
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What d i d  Colonel BARKER t e l l  t h e  company commanders t h e  ob-
j e c t i v e  was? What k ind  of an o p e r a t i o n  was i t ?  What w e r e  
t hey  supposed t o  do? 

A .  Flank o f f  t h e  4 8 t h  B a t t a l i o n .  

Q. Did he use t h e  term sea rch  and d e s t r o y  mission? 

I c o u l d n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir.  Q 

Q- Did anybody t a l k  about t h e  enemy s i t u a t i o n ?  What 
k ind  o f  people  would be t h e r e ?  

A. Well we--we expected t h a t  t h e y ' d  have t h e i r  
heavy weapons p la toon  t h e r e  see ing  a s  they  d i d  l a s t  t i m e ,  
t h a t ' s  a l l .  

Q Was anyth ing  s a i d  about t h e  people  who l i v e d  i n  
t h e  hamlet t h e r e ,  you know, t h e  Vietnamese r e s i d e n t s ,  whether 
t h e y ' d  be t h e r e  o r  n o t  be t h e r e ?  

A .  No, s i r ,  t h a t  was n o t  considered.  

Q. ms anyth ing  s a i d  about l e v e l i n g  t h e  p l ace  o r  
making it s o  t h a t  t h e  VC c o u l d n ' t  l i v e  t h e r e  2nd be supported 
t h e r e  anymore? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  anything s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  s i r ,  b u t  
t h a t ' s  u sua l ly  t h e  way we o p e r a t e  when w e  f i n d  a VC complex; 
w e  d e s t r o y  a l l  t h e  tunne l s  and h u t s .  We e i t h e r  t a k e  t h e i r  
rice and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t  and send it t o  t h e  r e fugee  camps 
o r  we burn it. 

Q. And burn t h e  hootches;  t h a t ' s  what usua l ly
happens? What u s u a l l y  happens about  t h e  people who l i v e  
t h e r e ,  t h e  Vietnamese people? Now what i f  t hey  were 
suppor t e r s  o r  sympathizers  o r  n o t ,  what is u s u a l l y  done? 

A. 1&11,  t h e y ' d  usua l ly  " d i  d i  mau" be fo re  w e  
go t  t h e r e  b u t  we'd u s u a l l y  t a k e  p r i s o n e r s .  

Q . Anything o f  d i s c r e t i o n  about  what t o  do with  t h e  
people i n  My Lai  ( 4  ) ? 

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o ,  s ir .  

Q. I t h i n k  I may have asked you a l r e a d y ,  d i d  you 
see anybody you knew a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  Can you remember? 
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A. I c a n ' t  remember, s i r .  

a - Captain KOTOUC maybe, t h e  S2? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir. 

Q - Okay, wha t ' s  t h e  next  th ing  you remember about 
t h i s  My Lai  ( 4 )  ope ra t ion?  

A. W e l l ,  I was on it. 

Q - Did you a t t e n d  Captain MEDINA's b r i e f i n g  a t  Char l ie  
Company? 

A .  No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  And oh, one t h i n g ,  i n  Time 
magazine, they have a p i c t u r e  of t h e  choppers coming i n  t o  
pick us up and somebody made a mistake because they s a i d  t h a t  
t h i s  was t h e  p i c t u r e  of the  choppers landing a t  My Lai and 
i t ' s  not .  I t ' s  a p i c t u r e  of LZ Dott ie .  I j u s t  wanted t o  
put  t h a t  i n .  

Q. A 1 1  r i g h t ,  w e ' l l  l e t  you look a t  t h a t  a l i t t l e  
while  l a t e r ,  

A. We landed i n  a r i c e  paddy r i g h t  o u t s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e
and we s t ayed  i n  p o s i t i o n  about 1 0  minutes. 

Q. We' l l  show you Exh ib i t  P-1 which i s  an enlarged
a e r i a l  photograph of My Lai  ( 4 )  and v i c i n i t y .  The photo s c a l e  
i s  1 inch equa l s  about 80 meters.  The top of t h e  photograph 
i s  north and on your r i g h t  t o  t h e  e a s t  i s  t h e  China Sea. Do 
you recognize t h e  a rea?  This i s  My Lai ( 4 )  i n  here .  This 
i s  t h e  s e a  and t h e  LZ i s  t o  t h e  west of My Iiai ( 4 )  i n  t h e  
r i c e  paddy i n  he re .  

A. L e t ' s  s e e ,  they sho t  up a mortar p i t  j u s t  i n  
f r o n t  of us. Must have been somewhere up i n  here .  

Q .  Are you th ink ing  about something on a h i l l ,  H i l l  
85? H i l l  85 i s  down i n  here.  You can see  j u s t  t h e  s lopes .  

A. One of t h e  23 ' s  was shoot ing up t h e  t o p  of t h e  
h i l l .  

Q. How d i d  you know t h i s ?  Did you s e e  t h i s  j u s t  a s  
you were coming i n ?  
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A. We were already--the chopper had a l ready dropped 
us,  we were a l ready i n  p o s i t i o n .  

Q- And you could s e e  t h i s  from out  i n  h e r e  then? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q- A l l  r i g h t ,  could you j u s t  go ahead and t e l l  us 
what you remember, what you saw, what you d i d  a f t e r  you g o t  
out  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  the re?  

A. Well, we s t ayed  i n  p o s i t i o n  about 10 minutes. 

Q =  F i r s t  of a l l ,  w e r e  you wi th  Captain M E D I N A ' s  
command group? 

A .  Yes, s i r ,  3d Platoon. 

Q- You were wi th  t h e  3d Platoon? 

A. Y e s  , sir.  

Q Do you remember the pla toon l e a d e r ' s  name? 

A .  NO, sir,  I was.... 

Q . You were j u s t  a t tached?  

A. I was j u s t  a t tached.  

Q- How come you went on t h e  opera t ion?  

A.  Well, Colonel BARKER put  through t h e  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  
f o r  me t o  g e t  a C I B  and he t o l d  me I was gonna g e t  it and I 
t o l d  him I d i d n ' t  want it. H e  asked me why anu I t o l d  him 
t h a t  s i n c e  I h a d n ' t  been i n  combat I d i d n ' t  t h ink  I earned it 
and I s h o u l d n ' t  be wearing it unless  I earned it. So he 
l e t  me go on t h i s  opera t ion  and some cover f l i g h t s  on 
choppers and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. So you were a t tached then t o  t h e  3d Platoon? 

A. Right.  

Q. Lieutenant  LACROSS was t h e  p la toon l e a d e r  I th ink .  
Do you remember t h e  name of t h e  p la toon se rgean t?  

A .  No, I c a n ' t ,  sir.  I remember t h e  squad l eader ,  Joe .  
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Q .  Joe  JOLLY? 

A. He was a b i g  guy, a r e a l  b i g  guy. 

Q Remember LOPEZ, the p la toon  s e r g e a n t ?  

A. I know of him. I c a n ' t  remember h i s . . . .  

Q- Okay, go ahead and t e l l  us what happened. 

A. Well, w e  came on l i n e .  W e  g o t  an o r d e r  t o  move 
o u t  this way and we came on l i n e  and w e  saw a bunch o f  people  
" d i  d i  mau" down t h i s  t r a i l  because,  w e l l ,  w e  were t o l d  t o  move 
o u t  because it would be t h i s  hedgerow o r  t h e  next  one. W e  
were t o l d  t h a t  a chopper had bus ted  some "d inks"  t h e r e  and 
that they had weapons and w e  w e r e  t o l d  t o  move o u t .  

Q And you were t o l d  t o  move o u t  t o  t h e  sou th  wi th  
t h e  3rd Platoon? 

A. And t o  go p ick  up t h e  weapons. W e  came on l i n e  
and s t a r t e d  moving o u t  and we s h o t  up a bunch of people on 
t h e  way t h e r e .  They w e r e  " d i  d i  mauling. " They w e r e  about 
200 yards  away; w e  d i d n ' t  g e t  t oo  many of them. 

Q Could you t e l l  t h a t  t h e r e  were a number of people
along Highway 521 h e r e  t o  t h e  sou th  and they were moving i n  
t h i s  southwest  d i r e c t i o n ?  Were t h e s e  t h e  people t h a t  w e r e  
taken under f i r e  by the p la toon?  

A. Geez, I d o n ' t  know. I f  you -cal l  t h a t  a highway, 
they were moving i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n .  

Q =  I t  was a road,  they were on a road;' 

A. Y e s .  

Q. Could you e s t i m a t e  how many people  there were? 

A. They w e r e  moving p r e t t y  f a s t .  L e t ' s  see, I ' d  say  
50. 

(BEARDSLEE) 

Now t h i s  i s  how long a f t e r  you landed? 

Ten, f i f t e e n  minutes. 
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Q Right  away a f t e r ?  

A. Right  away. 

Q- So t h e  p la toon d i d  t a k e  them under f i r e ?  Did you 
see any of them f a l l ?  

A. A few of them. Not very many. 

Q- About how many would you es t ima te?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. Ten, f i f t e e n  maybe. 

Q. What happened a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. W e l l ,  w e  went up t o  t h e  hedgerow where the  weapons 
were supposed t o  be and t h e  chopper dropped a smoke. W e  s t i l l  
cou ldn ' t  l o c a t e  t h e  weapons s o  we w e r e  t o l d  t o  move t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  

Q - Now where you searched f o r  t h e  weapons, was t h a t  
down nea r  t h e  highway o r  down towards the v i l l a g e ?  

A. That  would be up i n  h e r e  towards t h e  h i l l  on t h e  
o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  road. 

Q. O f f  t h e  highway, o f f  t h e  road? 

A. Yes, sir. 

8 - How much of t h e  p la toon went ac ross  t h e  road? Was 
it t h e  whole p la toon  o r  j u s t  p a r t  of  it? 

A. I guess  only two squads. 

Q .  Was your squad l e a d e r  named GRIMES? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you, s ir .  

Q - You j u s t  remember Joe? 

A. Yes.  

0. Okay, d i d  you go a l l  the way back t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  
t o  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  
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A. W e  went p a r t  way and then  we s topped aga in  and 
then  w e  s t a r t e d  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q 0 .  About what p o i n t  d i d  you e n t e r  My Lai  ( 4 )  ? Do 
you remember? Along t h e  w e s t  edge o r  t h e  southwest  corner?  

A. L e t ' s  see, w e  stopped r i g h t  h e r e  and t h i s  i s  
where I t h i n k  HAEBERLE t o l d  about those  k i d s  be ing  s h o t  up 
by t h e  machinegunner. 

Q. Well, l e t ' s  look over  a t  t h e  w a l l  on your r i g h t  
r e a r .  Do you see t h i s  ske tch?  Now t h i s  i s  a ske tch  made by 
Army eng inee r s  which i s  q u i t e  accura t e .  Now, it shows t h e  
way o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  the b u i l d i n g s ,  t h e  w e l l s  and o t h e r  
t h i n g s ,  and it shows the t r a i l  running south  and Highway 521. 
Why d o n ' t  you s t e p  up t h e r e  and see i f  you can r e c a l l  j u s t  
t h e  course t h a t  you took on t h e  way back? 

(The w i t n e s s  d i d  a s  d i r e c t e d . )  

A r e  you s u r e  you went back up t h i s  way over  the  
t r a i l  t o  t h e  sou th  o r  was it back up t h i s  way? 

A. I t ' s  h a r d  t o  remember. W e  d i d  come up t h i s  t r a i l  
because t h e r e  w e r e  some k i d s  t h e r e  and they were a l l  s h o t  up 
s o  t h e  machinegunner f i n i s h e d  them o f f .  

Q = Do you remember- who that was? 

A. No, s i r ,  I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you. 

Q L e t ' s  t a k e  a look a t  t h e  ske tch  on t h e  f a r  wa l l .  
Now h e r e ' s  a l a r g e r  a r e a ,  it covers  a l i t t l e  more a r e a  t h e r e .  
Perhaps you can r e c a l l  a l i t t l e  b e t t e r .  You'd i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
you'd gone down, gone a l l  t h e  way down p r e f e r a b l y  because 
you wanted t o  s t a y .  Show m e  how you went back up. 

A. Well ,  we wound up back almost t o  where we were 
wi th in  150 yards .  Then, we s t a r t e d - -

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Yes, t he  problem i s  now what r o u t e  
you took on t h e  way back? 

A. I remember w e  came up, it would be t h i s  one o r  t h i s  
one, p a r t  way. 
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Q. It would be t h i s  t r a i l  o r  t h e  one t h a t  l e a d s  t o  
t h e  c e n t e r .  You're n o t  s u r e  which? 

A.  NO,  I ' m  n o t .  

Q. Were t h e r e  eve r  any houses a long  t h e  t r a i l ?  

A. There might have been. 

Q. You n o t i c e  t h e  t r a i l  on your l e f t  which l eads  d i -
r e c t l y  t o  t h e  sou th ,  t h e  southwest  co rne r  o f  t h e  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  

A. That would be t h e  one t h e n  because. . . .  

Q. You t h i n k  i t ' s  t h e  one t h a t  l e a d s  t o  t h e  s o u t h ,  
southi ies t  c o r n e r  then? You mentioned s e e i n g  some c h i l d r e n .  

A. Yeah, b u t  they  were s h o t  p r e v i o u s l y ,  b u t  t h e  
o t h e r  wounds looked l i k e  something s u b s t a n t i a l  had h i t  them. 
They were buskzd up p r e t t y  good. 

Q. You mean something o t h e r  than  smal l  arms f i r e ?  

A. Yeah, I ' d  say s o ,  and the machinegunner f i n i s h e d  
them o f f .  

Q. Was HAEBERLE a long  a t  t h i s  t ime? Do you remember? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  him be ing  t h e r e ;  he  went,  he  d i d  go 
with  our  squad. H i m  and ROBERTS were t h e r e  and I l o s t  
ROBERTS b u t  HAEBERLE d i d  go down i n  t h e  d i t c h  though wi th  us .  
H e  wanted t o  g e t  p i c t u r e s  of t h e  weapons. 

Q Did you go back up t o  t h e  southwest  co rne r  a f t e r  
t h e  machinegunner f i n i s h e d  them o f f  . Was HAEBERLE wi th  you 
a t  t h a t  t ime?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you t h a t ,  s ir .  

9 A s  you approached t h e  southwest c o r n e r ,  d i d  you 
look o f f  t o  your  r i g h t ,  being t h e  e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n ,  t o  ob-
se rve  t h i s  t r a i l  along i n  he re?  

A. There were a bunch o f  people s t and ing .  

Q Where were they? 
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A. They looked l i k e  they were s tanding  i n  t h e  middle 
of t h e  r i c e  paddies b u t  t h e  r i c e  g e t s  p r e t t y  t a l l .  

Q Were these  Vietnamese people? 

A. Yes. 

Q Were they somewhere between a group of houses 
and hamlets? 

A. Yes, they  were. 

Q. Now, w i l l  you t e l l  us p lease  what happened a f t e r  
you g o t  almost t o  your former p o s i t i o n ?  

A.  Well, we were t h e r e  about another  few minutes I ' d  
say; we took a break.  

Q. Was the  whole p la toon t h e r e  a t  this time? 

A. I b e l i e v e  two squads of t h e  platoon.  

Q. What happened a f t e r  the break? 

A. Well, w e  g o t  ordered t o  move t o  a bunch of p ine  
t r e e s  t h e r e  and t h e r e  weren ' t  too  many hu t s  i n  t h a t  s e c t i o n  
of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Your r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  southwest co rne r  of My Lai  

A. Yeah, r i g h t .  

Q. What o rde r s  d i d  you rece ive?  Like f i r i n g ,  s e t t i n g
f i r e  t o  hootches,  searching. . .?  

A. Well, t h e  o rde r  was j u s t  passed along from each 
guy and he s a i d  t o  k i l l  a l l  t h e  l i v e s t o c k ,  burn a l l  t h e  
hootches,  search  f o r  any weapons, and th ings  of th is  s o r t .  

Q. Was anything s a i d  about any Vietnamese people you 
came upon? 

A. Well, t h e  r u l e  appl ied  i f  they were gonna shoot  
us  . 
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Q- Okay, j u s t  t e l l  us what you s a w  and what you d i d ?  

A .  W e l l ,  w e  s t a r t e d  moving through h e r e  b u t  t h e r e  
wasn t anybody t h e r e .  

Q* Through t h e  southwest  co rne r?  

A .  Right .  


Q* And you were moving i n  what d i r e c t i o n ?  


A. I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you. 

Q. W e l l ,  supposedly,  you were t o  move g e n e r a l l y  t o  
t h e  e a s t ?  

A. Yeah, w e  s t a r t e d  moving through and w e  d i d n ' t  
encounte r  any people  a t  a l l .  W e  j u s t  f i n i s h e d  o f f  t h e  l a s t  
h u t s  and burned them. And then-- 

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Did you s e e  any dead people  a s  you 
moved through? 

A. Yeah, most o f  them looked l i k e  t h e y ' d  j u s t  come 
o u t  o f  t h e i r  h u t s  when they  "bought up." 

Q. You s a y  when they  "bought up"? 

A. Yeah, when they  g o t  s h o t .  

Q- W a s  t h e r e  anyth ing  o u t s t a n d i n g  t h a t  you remember 
i n  t h e  groups o f  bodies  t h a t  you saw? 

A. W e l l ,  j u s t  b e f o r e  w e  had t o  make an LZ f o r  a  dus t -
o f f  t h e r e  was about  15 o r  20 people  l a y i n g  i n  t h e  p a t h  a l l  
t o g e t h e r  and on t o p  o f  each o t h e r .  

Q. Can you remember about  when t h a t  was? Was it i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. J u s t  o u t s i d e  it. 

&. I p o i n t  o u t  a l o c a t i o n  h e r e  a long  t h e  main t r a i l  
l e a d i n g  sou th  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Was it i n  t h a t  a r e a ?  
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A. I c a n ' t  remember. We were going i n  c i r c l e s  . 
through t h e  v i l l a g e  and where we came out  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q.  Was it near  where a man was h u r t  and they had a 
dus to f  f ?  

A. Well, t h e s e  was a co lored  guy. He s h o t  himself 
i n  t h e  foo t .  

Q .  A l l  r i g h t ,  t h i s  i s  p a r t  of it. Do you know t h e  
name of t h e  guy? 

A. No, I don ' t .  

Q .  Do you know where he was when he s h o t  h imsel f?  

A. Well, he was j u s t  i n s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  maybe 50  o r  
6 0  meters.  

Q. 	 So i t ' s  c l o s e r  then  t o  r i g h t  around i n  h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g )? 

A. W e l l ,  i f  t h a t  was i t  we--the one edge o f  i t  was 
r i g h t  h e r e  so  t h e  people would be l ay ing  j u s t  about i n  he re .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  s o  t h e  bodies you saw then  were south 
of t h e  p o i n t  where your p a r t n e r  s h o t  himself r i g h t  along 
t h e  t r a i l  t h a t  leads  soutii frora My L a i  ( 4 )  . Now, you say 
you saw some o t h e r  bodies i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  p i l e ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q .  Now you have seen t h e  L i f e  magazine..- You never 
sa.w t h a t ?  

A. No, s ir .  The one t h i n g  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  t h e  fence 
being t h e r e ,  al though i t  could have been. I f  t h a t ' s  t h e  case ,  
then  we were on t h i s  s i d e  of t h e  t r a i l  (po in t ing  t o  t h e  r i g h t  
s i d e  of  t h e  photograph) . I t ' s  j u s t  t h a t  I c a n '  t recal l :  t h e  
fence be ing  the re .  

Q .  You ' l l  n o t i c e  i n  t h i s  photograph t h e r e ' s  some 
bodies ly ing  f a r t h e r  i n  d i s t a n c e  along t h i s  t r a i l .  Do you 
remember t h a t ?  

A. No, s ir .  
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Q - I thought you mentioned a moment ago i n  your t e s -
timony t h a t  you saw some o t h e r  bodies  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s  
p i l e .  

A. J u s t  s c a t t e r e d .  

Q- A s  you were moving wi th  t h e  p la toon,  t h e  3d Pla- 
toon went down t h e  road and back up again and through t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  d i d  you keep an eye o u t  f o r  Colonel BARKER? 

A. No, s i r ,  I wasn ' t  worr ied  about Colonel BARKER. 

Q. A f t e r  this  p o i n t  you encountered no r e s i s t a n c e  
a t  a l l ?  

A. Well, t h e  chopper had s h o t  o f f  a mortar t h a t  h i t  
on t o p  of t h e  h i l l ,  b u t  ouselves w e r e n ' t  a f f e c t e d  by it. 

Q- Could you s e e  Colonel BARKER i n  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  a 
l i t t l e  l a t e r  on? 

A. I s a w  t h e  command s h i p  f l y i n g ,  yes ,  s i r .  

Q. Where were you when you saw t h e  command s h i p ?  

A. \ ;el l ,  I sa; h i n  r i g h t  a f t e r  we  droppsd a d  w e  
c a l l e d  i n  "cold  LZ," o r  i.n o t h e r  words, no r e s i s t a n c e .  

Q - Where was he a t  t h a t  time? 

A. Well, he was f l y i n g  over  p r e t t y  high up. 

Q- Over t h e  LZ? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. What a l t i t u d e  would you say? 

A. Maybe 800 t o  1,000 f e e t .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  now a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. That  would be--I d o n ' t  know i f  he landed over i t  
o r  not .  Some o t h e r  squad d i d  mention LZ Dot t i e  b u t  I d o n ' t  
know whether he landed t h e  next  day a f t e r  we a l ready moved 
out  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  
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Q W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  mean whether he  landed o r  n o t .  J u s t  
where d i d  you n e x t  see t h e  Char l ie -Char l ie  s h i p  i n  t h a t  a r e a ?  

A * .  The nex t  day.  

Q. .Did you s e e  h i m  a f t e r  you saw him i n i t i a l l y  o v e r  
h e r e  i n  t h e  LZ f o r  some t ime? When you were ove r  h e r e ,  d i d  
you see t h e  command s h i p  overhead? 

A. I c a n 1t r e c a l l ,  sir. 

A t  a l a t e r  t i m e  du r ing  t h e  morning? 

A. No, sir. 

Q *  T e l l  u s ,  how d i d  you happen t o  see t h e  bod ie s  
l y i n g  t h e r e  i n  t h e  t r a i l ?  

A. W e  w e r e  t o l d  t o  make an LZ f o r  t h e  d u s t o f f .  

Q I see. Did they  f l y  i n t o  t h e  r ice paddies  t o  make 
a l and ing?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  a s  I s a i d ,  I wasn I t l y i n g .  It w a s  a long  
t h i s  road.  I n  f a c t ,  some of  u s  w e r e  s e t t i n g  r i g h t  on t h e  
road  s o  you could see us .  

(2. PSrLen ycu were n o v i ~ ga long  t h e  t r a i l  go ing  t o  
your former  p o s i t i o n ,  your l and ing  zone, you remember you 
s a i d  you looked o f f  t o  t h e  e a s t  and saw some people  s t a n d i n g  
t h e r e .  Now, do you remember t h a t  and do you remember s e e i n g  
t h e  bodies  l a t e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

9- Did you ever c o r r e l a t e  the  two? Do you t h i n k  
maybe t h e  people  you saw s t a n d i n g  h e r e  were t h e  same people  
you saw l y i n g  there dead? 

A.  I would say s o  now, y e s ,  sir. It d i d n ' t  dawn on 
m e .  The o n l y  th ing- - I  remember t h e s e  people  h e r e  because 
t h e  sun was j u s t  up and it w a s  h a r d  t o  s e e  them and we 
d i d n lt know i f  t h e y  were o u r  men o r  n o t .  W e  saw a couple  
o r  three G I ' s  and w e  f i g u r e d  it was--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  A l l  r i g h t ?  
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Yeah.A. 

Q - Now, i s  t h a t  about t h e  r i g h t  p o s i t i o n  you saw t h e  
bodies ,  where you saw t h e  people s t and ing  t h e r e  with t h e  G I ' s  
around them? 

A. Yes. 

Q. A r e  you su re  of  t h a t ?  I d o n ' t  want t o  suggest  
t h a t  t o  you. 

A. A s  we were moving back, I mean, we looked--we 
looked i n t o  t h e  sun and we saw t h e s e  people s tanding  t h e r e  
and we weren ' t  su re  whether t o  come on l i n e  o r  n o t  s o  we 
s a i d ,  "Well, i t ' s  okay then; they 've  g o t  guards over them." 
So w e  continued on and then  is  when we made our  LZ up. This  
is where we made t h e  LZ. 

Q- What happened a f t e r  t h i s ?  This dus to f f  was over 
and you f i n i s h e d  making t h e  l i t t l e  LZ f o r  d u s t o f f ?  

A. We moved back i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and then  w e  moved 
o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  I remember w e  broke f o r  lunch i n  t h i s  
b i g  d i t c h  and we'd j u s t  scared  them t o  dea th .  

Q - How f a r  was t h e  d i t c h ?  You s a i d  ycu ca3e ou t  cf 
t h e  d i t c h .  How f a r  was t h e  d i t c h  from t h e  dead people? 

A. Oh, I ' d  say maybe 80 o r  100 meters .  Our whole 
platoon was s c a t t e r e d  between t h e  v i l l a g e  and t h e  d i t c h .  

Q Across t h e  r i c e  paddies? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q- Now this is  t h e  d i t c h .  Let  me show you a photo-
graph. I d i r e c t  your a t t e n t i o n  h e r e  towards P-45. Now, t h i s  
is  t h e  southern edge and t h i s  is looking e a s t ,  through t h e  
t r e e s  a s  you can s e e  on t h e  ske tch  h e r e .  The nor thern  end 
of t h i s  l i t t l e  subhamlet sou theas t  of  My Lai ( 4 )  is t h e  d i t c h  
with a few t r e e s  along it. Now, I ' l l  a l s o  show you Exhibi t  
P-46. This g ives  you a l i t t l e  c l o s e r  view of t h e  d i t c h .  

A. This  would be t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

(2. Y e s ,  t h e  v i l l a g e  is over h e r e .  
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A. Yeah. W e  were a t  a d i t c h  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any 
of t h e  huts  here .  

Q=. This i s  along h e r e  q u i t e  a ways? 

A .  .Yes,  because we were i n t o  some p ine  t r e e s .  They 
t o l d  us t o  s t a y  o u t  of t h e  r i c e  paddies as  much as we could 
because t h e r e  could be some booby t r a p s .  

Q Well, f o r  lunch then ,  a long t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. Yeah, we were s c a t t e r e d .  W e  were t o l d  t o  d i spe r se  
i n  case someone t r i p p e d  a booby t r a p .  We w e r e  s c a t t e r e d  
c l e a r  from t h e  e a s t  edge. 

Q Along t h e  e a s t  edge t o  My Lai  ( 4 )  and then  along 
the d i t c h  ac ross  t h e  r i c e  paddies? What d i d  you s e e  i n  t h e  
d i t c h ?  

A. A couple of bodies .  Nothing l i k e  t h i s .  

Q - Did you g e t  up and look down t h e  d i t c h .  Along
t h e  l eng th  of i t ?  D i d  you observe a d i t c h  anywhere along I 

t h e  e a s t  edge of My Lai ( 4 )  , t h e  sou theas t  corner  t h a t  i s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir. 

Q a  Did any of t h e  p l a t o ~ ngo i n t o  t h i s  l i t t l e  sub-
hamlet over he re?  f 

A. Well, we moved thereby.. It  .wasn ' t  very b i g .  
There was some o l d  man and a couple of  k i d s .  

Q. This i s  a l i t t l e  qroup of houses sway from My 
Lai  (4)? 

A .  That ' s  r i g h t .  In  t h e  af ternoon w e  d i d  move i n t o  
another  v i l l a g e ,  b u t  we j u s t  rounded them a l l  up and searched 

I 

them and l e f t .  

Q. Going back a l i t t l e  ways, sometime a f t e r  the  dust-
o f f ,  do you remember hear ing  an o rde r  t o  cease f i r e  o r  s t o p  
t h e  k i l l i n g  o r  s t o p  shooting? 

A. 
t o .  

They t o l d  no t  shoot  anybody unless  had 
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Q. Remember when t h i s  was i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  dus to f f?  

A .  It was a f t e r  t h e  dustof f . 
Q. Who'd you h e a r  t h i s  from? 

A. I t  was j u s t  passed along. 

Q. When you were ou t  along t h e  ditcIz, d i d  you s e e  
Colonel BARKER' s Charl ie-Charl ie?  

A. No, sir. 

Q Do you remember what you d i d  a f t e r  t h i s ,  M r .  
BEARDSLEE? 

A. Well, r i g h t  a f t e r  lunch we moved t o  the  one place.  
W e  got  t h i s  o l d  man ou t  of a bunker and then blew t h e  bunker 
UP 

Q D o ,  you remember where t h i s  was i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  
d i t c h ?  Was it t o  t h e  e a s t ,  due nor th?  I f  you remember, t h e  
company moved genera l ly  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  stopped t h a t  af ternoon 
and met up with Bravo Company, and laagered  i n  f o r  t h e  n igh t  
somewhere t o  t h e  e a s t  of My Lai ( 4 )  . 
A. W e  was headed--moving towards t h e  r i v e r .  

Q - Now th inking  back, do you remember where t h i s  
f i r s t  p l ace  was t h a t  you came t o  where you pu l l ed  t h i s  o l d  
man o u t  of the bunker? 

A. It wasn t very f a r  from My Lai . 
Q - A l l  r i g h t ,  l e t ' s  go over  t o  t h e  t & l e  and look a t  
P-1. D i r e c t l y  t o  the  e a s t  o f  My Lai  ( 4 )  is t h e  lower p a r t  of  
a subhamlet c a l l e d  Binh Son. See,  h e r e ' s  t h e  d i t c h  where 
you were ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  Could it have been t h i s  lower p a r t  
of Binh Son t h a t  you went i n t o ?  

A. Well, I would say t h a t  was t h e  second l i t t l e  one 
we went i n t o .  Where we rounded up--i t was--i t wasn ' t maybe 
b u t  one o r  two o l d  men i n  t h e  whole group, a l o t  of k i d s ,  a 
l o t  of women. N o  mil i tary-aged men. 

Q What happened t o  t h e  k i d s  and women? 
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A. Nothing. W e  j u s t  rounded them up, w e  searched 
them, went through t l z e  v i l l a g e ,  and l e t  them go. 

a .  This  was b e f o r e  chow? 

A. This was a f t e r .  

Q .  A f t e r  chow, I s e e ,  okay. What happened a f t e r  
t h a t ?  

A. Well,  w e  s t a r t e d  moving o u t  and then  w e  l aagered  
i n  f o r  t h e  n i g h t .  W e  d i d n ' t  f i n d  any more people .  I t  was 
j u s t  l i k e  t h e  p l a c e  was completely dese r t ed .  

Q 9  Now t h i s  p l a c e  where you s a i d  you saw a l o t  of 
women and c h i l d r e n ,  d i d  you burn i t ?  

A. W e  never  touched it. 

Q .  Never touched it, okay. I n  the l a a g e r  a r e a ,  do 
you remember s e e i n g  any Nat iona l  Po l i ce?  

A. W e l l ,  I can ' t - - the  f i r s t  n i g h t ,  t h a t  was when 
w e  w e r e  s h o r t  on water .  W e  w e r e  on a sma l l  rise. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  one of  t h e  p la toons  s o r t  of bivouac-
ed by i t s e l f ?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s i r .  

Q. You d o n ' t  remember. Now i f  you had seen  them 
you would have n o t i c e d  they were i n t e r r o g a t i n g  some VC p r i s -
oners .  Were t h e r e  any American o f f i c e r s  around? Do you re-
member t h a t ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q .  Does t h i s  man look f a m i l i a r  t o  you? 

A. T h a t ' s  J o e  ( i d e n t i f y i n g  Joe  GRIMES Jr.,  squad l eade r ,  
t h i r d  squad) . 
(2 Do you remember the nex t  2 days,  M r .  BEARDSLEE, 
t h e  17 th  and 18th?  

A. P r e t t y  w e l l .  
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Q On t h e  1 7 t h  t h e  company moved south  down t h e  T r a  
Khuc River then  moved back p a r t  way t o  l a a g e r  i n  f o r  t h e  
n i g h t .  During t h i s  t ime you moved t o  two, t h r e e ,  o r  fou r  
l i t t l e  subhamlets.  Do you remember t h a t ?  

A, W e l l ,  n o t  much happened a f t e r  t h a t .  I n  t h e  
l a s t  one w e  went through t h e  same t h i n g  a l l  over  aga in .  I t  
was a p r e t t y  w e l l  o f f  v i l l a g e .  I t  looked p r e t t y  wealthy.  I 
mean--in o t h e r  words, t h e  houses were w e l l  k e p t  b u t  again 
nothing;  r e a l  sma l l  k i d s ,  o l d  women, and a few o l d  men. 

Q. What happened then? 

A. We j u s t  rounded everybody up and. ... 
Q- J u s t  rounded t h e  people  up? 

A. And w e  i n t e r r o g a t e d  two o r  t h r e e  of them and they 
wouldn ' t  t a l k  so w e  g o t  on t h e  horn and we asked i f  they 
wanted any p r i s o n e r s  and they s a i d  no s o  we l e f t  t h e r e .  

Q. What about  t h e  hamlet  i t s e l f ;  w a s  it burned? 

A. N o ,  n o t  t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  W e  only had one sGuad. 
W e l l ,  n o t  even t h a t  much. W e  had t h r e e  o r  f o u r  people  and 
a machinegunner t h a t  s t ayed  o u t  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddies .  So it 
w a s n ' t  even a squad t h a t  went throegh t h e r e .  

Q. Do you remember be ing  l i f t e d  o u t  t h e  nex t  day t o  
g e t  back t o  Landing Zone Dot t i e?  

A - s Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Who m e t  you when you g o t  back? 

A. Colonel  BARKER. 

Q Who was wi th  him? Do you remember? 

A.  I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you, sir.  

Q - W e l l ,  do you unders tand Colonel BARKER was t h e r e  
wi th  perhaps two o t h e r  people? Do you remember, was he s tand-
i n g  there wi th  somebody when you g o t  back? 
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A. I c a n ' t  r eca l l ,  s i r .  I remember s e e i n g  Captain 
MEDINA b u t  he was j u s t  around t h e  CP. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  whether 
he was wi th  Colonel BARKER. 

Q. Do you remember s e e i n g  General  YOUNG when you g o t  
back? 

A. 	 No, s i r .  

Q. 	 Did you know General  YOUNG? 

A. 	 I knew of him, y e s ,  sir .  

Q. 	 Did you know him by s i g h t ?  , 

A. 	 No, I wouldn ' t .  

Q-	 What about Colonel HENDERSON? 

Oh, c e r t a i n l y .  

W a s  he t h e r e  wi th  Colonel BARKER? 

A. 	 I t  was then  or  t h e  next  day he did--he d i d  come 
by 


Q e  Did anybody t a l k  t o  you and the  o t h e r s  who were 
wi th  you when you g o t  back? Like Colonel HENDERSON o r  some-
body e l s e ?  Assenbled Lhe group and t a l k e d  t o  them about  
a f t e r  you g o t  o u t  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. 	 No, s ir .  

Q - M r .  BEARDSLEE, w e ' r e  going t o  break r i g h t  h e r e  
and complete your  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  a l i t t l e  l a t e x .  I f  p o s s i b l e  
w e ' l l  t r y  t o  g e t  Major ZYCHOWSKI t o  show you some photographs 
and maybe you can i d e n t i f y  some of them f o r  us.  

(The h e a r i n g  r ecessed  a t  1052 hours ,  31  January 
19 70. ) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1111 hours ,  31 January 
1970.) 

LTC PATTERSON: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  
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RCDR: Th.e fol lowing named persons a r e  present :  LTC 
PATTERSON and MAJ COOP. 

M r .  BEARDSLEE, you a r e  reminded you a r e  s t i l l  

under oath.  


LTC PATTERSON: A s  you r e c a l l ,  I was h e r e  e a r l i e r ,  and M r .  
WEST has asked me t o  continue.  He's a t  another  meeting. I ' d  
l i k e  t o ,  go back over  a few more of t h e  aspects  of the  1 6 t h  
of March with you. I b e l i e v e  you i n d i c a t e d  e a r l i e r  t h a t  
e a r l y  i n  the  morning a f t e r  your a r r i v a l  t h a t  you went south 
down t o  and across  what i s  known as  Highway 521, i n t o  t h e  
bush t h e r e  hunt ing  f o r  a  weapon, and you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a 
h e l i c o p t e r  was marking t h e  area .  What k ind  of a  h e l i c o p t e r  
was t h a t ?  

A .  A gunship Huey. 

Q- I t  was a gunship Huey? 

A. Yes,. s i r .  

Q. Had he been marking it o r  d i d  he mark it more 
than once? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  he marked it s e v e r a l  t imes.  

Q- I see .  D o  you remember t h e  co lo r s  of smoke by 
any chance? 

A. He popped a r e d  smoke and t h i s  is  t h e  only one I 
can r e c a l l .  He popped one smoke whi le  we were s t i l l  a good 
1 0 0  meters away. 

To t h e  nor th?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. While you were en rou te?  

A. Right ,  and then  he popped one r e a l  c lose .  That 
was a  r e d  one. 

Q- And then I th ink  you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you d i d n ' t  
f i n d  a  weapon t h e  f i r s t  time and you s t a r t e d  t o  go back t o  
the nor th .  
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A. W e  had j u s t  c rossed  t h e  road and somebody 
came over  t h e  horn ,  I d o n ' t  know who it was, and t o l d  
us  t o  g e t  back t h e r e  and keep looking.  

Q. So you went back aga in?  

A. Yeah. 

Q - W e l l ,  how f a r  had you l e f t  t h e  a r e a  a f t e r  t h i s  
f i r s t  one be fo re  you r ece ived  t h e  o r d e r s  t o  t u r n  around and 
go back? 

A. Hardly a t  a l l .  We'd j u s t  c rossed  through maybe 
50 meters. 

Q J u s t  c rossed  t h i s  road t o  521? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. And then  tu rned  around and went back down i n ?  

Right.  

Q Did you go i n t o  t h i s  hedgel ine y o u r s e l f ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t  W e  came on l i n e  on t h e  road 
and only a very few went i n t o  t h e  hedgerow, J u s t  i n  case  
t h e r e  was a booby t r a p  t h e r e ,  on ly  would be a few t o  ca tch  
it. 

Q Right ,  you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether t h e r e  was any 
weapons recovered? 

A. Somebody s a i d  t h e r e  was a weapon recovered bu t  I 
d i d n ' t  s e e  it. I d i d  n o t  see t h e  weapon. 

Q Okay, then  d i d  t h i s  t a k e  10 ,  15 minutes o r  do you
r e c a l l  how long  it took? 

A. Not very long.  

Q - Not very long.  Then you went back you i n d i c a t e d  
e a r l i e r  i n  your tes t imony,  back up towards t h e  LZ? Did you 
t r a v e l  along gene ra l ly  t h e  same a r e a  o r  was t h i s  d i f f e r e n t ?  
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A. No, sir, we went j u s t  about t h e  same way. 

Q J u s t  about t h e  same way. And then  you ind ica ted  
e a r l i e r  you saw these  c h i l d r e n ,  l i t t l e  k i d s ,  t h a t  were 
p r e t t y  badly mangled? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. How would you say they were sho t?  Could you iden-
t i f y  t h e  type  of ammunition t h a t  was used on them o r  used t o  
k i l l  them o r  used t o  would them? 

A. I ' d  say it was b igger  than an M-16 because they  
were bus ted  up p r e t t y  good when I saw them and then  t h e  
machinegunner f i n i s h e d  them o f f .  

Q You d o n ' t  know whether t h e s e  k i d s  were s h o t  going
down o r  whether they 'd  been s h o t  by some okher means? 

A. I have no i d e a .  We were coming downward on l i n e  
and everybody was f i r i n g  anyways. 

Q .  
south? 

You were coming down on l i n e  when you f i r s t  went 

A.  Right.  

Q. About how many of you were on l i n e ?  Do you r e c a l l ?  

A. I would say  two squads.  

Q .  Two squads,  which is  how many s o l d i e r s ?  

A. 15. 

Q. 15. Now t h i s  would have been a p r e t t y  good 
f r o n t .  How f a r  a p a r t  were you? 

A. About 1 0  o r  15 meters.  

Q. About 10 o r  15 meters .  You were covering a p r e t t y
hea l thy  a r e a  coming down then? 

A. 
t r a p .  

Yeah. That was i n  case  somebody t r i p p e d  a booby 
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9. Yeah. Now when you came back up, d i d  you main- 
t a i n  t h e  l i n e  formation of t h e  two squads? 

A. Halfway. I mean n o t  r e a l  good, because we'd a l -
ready swept t h e  a r e a  once. 

Q =  If you can r e c a l l  going down t o  t h e  sou th ,  do 
you r e c a l l '  whether t h e r e  was a dike o r  a  d i t c h  o r  a  berm 
t h a t  was f a i r l y  s t r a i g h t  running genera l ly  p a r a l l e l  with 
your movement t o  t h e  south? 

A. Well, t h e r e  was one small  d i t c h  bu t  t h e  only 
d i t c h  t h a t  I r e c a l l  is  t h e  one r i g h t  by t h e  highway. 

Q. Right by t h e  highway, huh? But a s  you were going 
down across  t h e  paddies ,  do you r e c a l l  any k ind  of a t e r r a i n  
f e a t u r e  which was genera l ly  p a r a l l e l  with your a x i s  sweeping 
t o  t h e  south? 

A. Yeah, a  hedgerow and a d i t c h .  

Q. Was t h i s  on your r i g h t  o r  your l e f t  a s  you were 
going south? 

A. L e t ' s  s e e ,  we had t h e  woods over  t o  our  l e f t  bu t  
i t  was--we were t r a v e l i n g  i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n ;  i t  would be t o  
t h e  r i g h t .  No, we crossed  it. 

Q. C h ,  you crossed  it. You went perpendicular  t o  i t ?  

A. Right ,  bu t  t h e r e  was t h e  one t r a i l  o f f  t o  our  l e f t ,  
i t  would be t h a t  t r a i l  t h e r e .  

Q. I t 's heading south? 

A. Right.  And then  t h e r e  was, i t  looked l i k e  a 
woods t o  our  r i g h t .  It was q u i t e  a  ways away. 

Q- W l l  then ,  do you t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  d i t c h  o r  t h e  
l i t t l e  a rea  t h a t  you crossed was t h i s  a r e a  r i g h t  i n  here ;  
due south of he re?  

A. Yeah, we crossed going t h i s  way. 

Q. Exactly due south or-- 
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A.  ( In terpos ing)  J u s t  about,  yeah. 

Q =  Well, you n o t i c e  t h e r e  t h i s  t e r r a i n  f e a t u r e  t h a t  
looks l i k e  a t r a i l  o r  a berm o r  a d ike  o f  some s o r t ;  a  pa th  
maybe ? 

A. Yeah. 

Q - It runs almost e x a c t l y  down t h e  way t h a t  you were 
heading. Do you r e c a l l  t h i s  f e a t u r e  a t  a l l ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember. 

!2 But you do r e c a l l  c ross ing  t h i s  g e n e r a l l y  e a s t -
west? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. The s c a l e  of t h i s  a e r i a l  photograph i s  1 inch  
equals  about 85 meters ,  s o  t h i s  d i t c h  t h a t  you r e c a l l  cross-
i n g  t h a t  was perpendicular  t o  your movement t o  t h e  south was 
about 110 meters o r  s o  south? 

A. Uh huh. 

Q. When you came back now, where were t h e s e  k i d s ?  
Was t h i s  before  o r  a f t e r  you crossed  t h i s  t h i n  l i t t l e  d i t c h ?  

A. \ell, I saw them when we w e r e  on our  way back 
because they went i n t o  t h e  d i t c h .  They were on one of t h e  
t r a i l s .  

Q • Before o r  a f t e r  you crossed  t h a t  d i t c h ?  

A. Af ter .  

Q A f t e r  you crossed  t h a t  l i t t l e  d i t c h ?  

A. Right. 

Q. The one you crossed going down? 

A. Right ,  I d i d n ' t  even s e e  them on t h e  way down. 
It was on t h e  way--

Q- ( In terpos ing)  I t  was on t h e  way back? 
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A. Right.  

Q. W e l l ,  could you f i x  t h e i r  l o c a t i o n  a s  t o  whether 
they w e r e  n o r t h  o r  south?  

A. I would say  t h a t  t hey  were south .  

Q 4 W e l l ,  t hen  you would have seen  them b e f o r e  you 
c rossed  d i t c h  on t h e  way back? 

A. Right .  

Q . So you t h i n k  they  were r i g h t  h e r e  j u s t  t o  t h e  
south  somewhere? 

A. Yeah, it would be e i t h e r  on t h i s  p a t h  o r  i n  t h i s  
pa th .  

Q. Okay, now I know I ' m  going t o  be swi t ch ing  around 
b u t  t o  g e t  i n t o  some more of  t h e  s p e c i f i c s  o f  it I ' d  l i k e  t o  
t a k e  you back t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g  on t h e  15th .  You a t tended  t h i s  
b r i e f i n g  a s  you i n d i c a t e d  e a r l i e r .  Colonel BARKER'S a i d e s  
and I understand t h e r e  was some c a p t a i n s  t h e r e ?  

A. Right . 
Q. Were you i n  t h e  h a b i t  o r  accustomed t o  a t t e n d i n g  
t h e s e  command b r i e f i n g s ?  

A. W e l l ,  where t h e  c o l o n e l  was, I was. 

& I s e e .  You were hanging k ind  of  t i g h t  t o  t h e  
co lone l?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Wre t h e r e  a l o t  o f  people  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  Was 
it crowded i n  t h e r e ?  

A. Well, f a i r l y  crowded, yes .  Our command bunker 
i s n ' t  very b i g  and we had our  r a d i o  o p e r a t o r s ,  ou r  opera-
t i o n s  s e r g e a n t ,  and everybody i n  t h e r e .  

Q Okay, how many people  would you saw w e r e  i n  t h i s  
bunker? An e s t i m a t e .  
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A. Between a h a l f  dozen and a dozen. 

Q e  Okay, Colonel BARKER was t h e r e ,  you were t h e r e ,  
t h e r e  were some cap ta ins  from t h e  companies, and you s a i d  
the  opera t ions  se rgean t  was t h e r e ?  

A. Yes, sir,  h e ' s  always the re .  

Q - Who was he? 

Q - Sergeant  JOHNSON? 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  Sergeant  JOHNSON came down with 
t h e  t a sk  f o r c e  o r  not .  He came down when t h e  4 / 3  took it 
over.  

Q Sergeant  JOHNSON,  according t o  t h e  r ecords ,  opera-
t i o n s  se rgean t ,  E- 8. 

A. Operations se rgean t ,  E-8. 

Q- Was anybody from t h e  S2 bus iness  t h e r e ?  Did you
know Captain KOTOUC? 

A. Oh, yeah, a very f i n e  o f f i c e r .  

Q - Was he the re?  Do you r e c a l l ?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s i r .  

Q- Sergeant  STEPHENS? 

A. He probably was, s ir .  Sergeant  E-7 STEPHENS. He 
probably was. I c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e .  

Q - Well, was t h e r e  some s t r a n g e r s  t h e r e ?  

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  sir.  

Q. How about any a v i a t i o n  personnel? 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  it was then  o r  another  time b u t  
I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  w a s  a major from one of t h e  s p o t t e r  p lanes ,  
Birddogs, b u t  I c a n ' t  remember i f  it was t h a t  b r i e f i n g  o r  
another  one. 
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Q .  Y e a h ,  t h i s  ope ra t ion  t h a t  you may o r  may not  have 
known included t h e  aero-scout company of t h e  123d Aviat ion 
Ba t t a l ion .  And of course ,  then ,  t h e  way t h a t  you a l l  g o t  i n  
t h e r e  was by a v i a t i o n  company t h a t  was s e p a r a t e  from t h a t .  
I j u s t  wondered i f  you r e c a l l e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  being t h e r e  
wi th  those two u n i t s ?  Being t h e l e ,  they would have been 
s t r a n g e r s  n o t  being a p a r t  of  Task Force Barker. 

A .  Well, as  I s a i d ,  I b e l i e v e  t h e  one major was 
t h e r e .  

Q. CBe major,  would you remember h i s  name? 

A. The only name I remember was Major S M I T H  but  I 
d o n ' t  know i f  it was him o r  no t .  

Q. Would you recognize a p i c t u r e ?  

A. C h ,  c e r t a i n l y .  


Q- How about Major WATKE? Did you know Major LATKE? 


A. No, s i r ,  I know it--I knew a l l  of them by face .  
I mean j u s t  about.  

Q. How about any l i e u t e n a n t s  , a v a i t o r s  t h e r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir .  

Q- Okay. When were you t o l d  you were going ou t  on 
t h i s  opera t ion ,  t h a t  n igh t?  

A. The night--yeah , t h e  n igh t  before .  

Q. D i d  you know when you a t tended t h e  b r i e f i n g  you 
were going? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q- Colonel BARKER t o l d  you l a t e r ,  huh? 

A. Well, between me and MEDINA we t a l k e d  him i n t o  it? 

Q. Between you and Captain MEDINA? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  
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Q- Were you there when Colonel BARKER t a l k e d  t o  Cap- 
t a i n  MEDINA? Did you t a l k  t o  Capta in  MEDINA o r  how d i d  it 
a11 come about?  

A. W e l l ,  i t ' s  k ind  of funny. MEDINA was always get-  
t i n g  a RTO s h o t  o u t  from under him, and I t o l d  him t h a t ,  i t  
sounds corny,  b u t  I t o l d  him t h a t  I was good luck ,  you know? 

Q- Y e s .  

A. And I t o l d  him, you know, "Use me," and he s a i d ,  
"You're crazy.  You wouldn ' t  l a s t  2 minutes.  " And I s a i d ,  
"Bet me, I' and s o  he s a i d ,  "Well, t h e  co lone l  would never 
l e t  you go." So I j u s t  walked o u t  of t h e  t e n t  and asked 
Colonel BARKER and Colonel BARKER s a i d  h e ' d  t h i n k  about it. 
This  was a couple  of weelcs be fo re .  

Q. I see. Was t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  planned a couple of 
weeks be fo re?  

A. No, s ir .  We were j u s t  t a l k i n g  about going ou t  
and s o  I asked Colonel BARKER again a f t e r  t h e  b r i e f i n g  i f  I 
could go ' cause I ' d  l o s t  a .  couple of buddies  i n  t h e r e  be£ o r e  
and I wanted t o  go on t h i s  one e s p e c i a l l y .  So he  s a i d  h e ' d  
t e l l  me l a t e r  and then  a f t e r  t h e  b r i e f i n g  I asked him aga in  
and s o  he  s a i d ,  "Well, okay." 

Q. Then what d i d  you do? Run down and see Captain 
MEDINA? 

A. Yeah. 

Q - What d i d  Capta in  MEDINA say?  

A. H e  s a i d  okay. 

&. Did he  say you were going t o  c a r r y  t h e  r a d i o  f o r  
him or  what d i d  he t e l l  you about what you were going t o  do? 

A. No, he  s a i d  he had a RTO, b u t  he could switch 
them. But I t o l d  him, w e l l ,  s i n c e  he d i d  have an RTO, I ' d  
j u s t  hump a "16. " That was. f i n e  wi th  him. 

Q. Did he t e l l  you what t i m e  t o  be down t o  t h e  PZ? 

A .  Oh, yeah. 
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Q - So .then you w e n t  on back t o  g e t  ready t o  go? 

Q. A l i t t l e  nervous? 

A. O h ,  yeah. 

Q .  Who w a s  gonna take care of C o l o n e l  BARKER w h i l e  
you w e r e  qone? 

A. O n e  of t he  guys there? 

Vn, BLAKELY. 


BLAKELY? 


A.  Right. 

Q. W h a t  w a s  BLAKELY going t o  do f o r  h i m ?  

A. A n y t h i n g  t h a t  I d id :  dr ive  h i s  jeep, take care 
of h i s  laundry, w a k e  h i m  up i n  the  m o r n i n g ,  serve h i s  m e a l s ,  
m a k e  h i s  m a p s .  

Q - T h e  w h o l e  b i l l ,  huh? 

A. T h e  w h o l e  b i 11. 


Q =  D o  you k n o w  BLAKELY's  f irst n a m e ?  


A. U h ,  geez,  I k n o w  it, I m e a n ,  h i m  and I d i d  a l o t  
of t a l k i n g .  H e ' s  f r c m  C h i c a g o ,  I can ' t - - I  c a n ' t  r eca l l  h i s  
name. 

Q . How do you s p e l l  BLAKELY? 

A. B-L-A-K-E-Y. 

Q. I t ' s  n o t  BLAKELY, i t ' s  BLAKEY. P F C  or--

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  S p e c  4 .  

Q e  D i d  he do a good job f o r  C o l o n e l  BARKER? When 
you g o t  back,  you m u s t  have t a lked  t o  h i m ;  w h a t  he d i d  f o r  
t h e  boss? 
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A. D idn ' t  t a l k  a whole l o t .  H e  j u s t  s a i d  he d i d n ' t  
d i g  waking up a h a l f  an hour  b e f o r e  everybody e l s e .  

a - A t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h e r e  t h a t  Colonel BARKER was 
g i v i n g ,  d i d  he- - i t  sounded l i k e  he w a s n ' t  very s p e c i f i c  
about what you were supposed t o  do. I t  was k ind  of  a 
broad--

A. ( In t e rpos ing)  Well, w e  weren' t--

Q s  ( In terpos ing)  Did he use  t h e  word " i n f r a s t r u c t u r e " ?  

A. That s p e c i f i c  word I couldn '  t t e l l ,  s ir .  Well, 
t h e  t h i n g  of it was we  w e r e n ' t  f o r  s u r e  anymore a f t e r  we'd 
qone i n  t h e r e  t h a t  f i r s t  t ime t h a t  they  would s t i l l  be t h e r e .  
See, t hey  w e r e  s t u p i d  enough t o  mount a f r o n t a l  a s s a u l t  on 
four  APC's and two p la toons .  

Q e  That was e a r l i e r ?  

A. Yeah, and they  l o s t ,  w e l l ,  .we counted 78 bodies  
o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  That was j u s t  i n  t h e  r ice paddy, t h a t  
wasn ' t  t h e  people they l o s t  from t h e ,  you know, t h a t  were 
i n  t h e  hedgerow and every th ing .  

Q. W e l l ,  d i d  h e ,  Colonel BARKER, g ive  t h e  b r i e f i n g  
for t h e  1 6  March opera t ion?  It was conducted on t h e  15 th .  
Did he g ive  you a f e e l  f o r  what you were going t o  do? Did 
you know what you were going t o  do? 

A. W e l l ,  we w e r e  p r e t t y  c e r t a i n  t h a t  we were going 
t o  run i n t o  t h e  48th B a t t a l i o n  and you j u s t  p lay  it by e a r .  
You e i t h e r  " b e a t  f e e t "  o r  you s t i c k  it o u t .  

Q- f i a t  do you mean, going i n  shoot ing?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  w e l l ,  l i k e  I s a i d ,  w e  w e r e  expect ing t o  
g e t  our  b u t t s  s h o t  o f f  j u s t  l i k e  t h e  l a s t  t ime. I mean, I 
myself was c a r r y i n g  ove r  250 rounds o f  ammo. 

Q Did he t e l l  t h e  company commanders t o  load  up? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q.  Rid you c a r r y  e x t r a  ammo? 
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A. Yes, sir.  

Q o  Do a l o t  of shoot ing?  Did he say anything about 
t h a t ?  

A. Not t h a t ,  b u t ,  w e l l ,  t h i s  was t h e  impression 
given,  t h a t  we were going t o  make con tac t ;  I mean, we were 
expect ing It. 

Q Did he t e l l  you t o  burn t h e  hootches and t o  
l e v e l  i t ?  

A. W t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  . 
8 To k i l l  t h e  l ives tock? '  

A. N o ,  s i r ,  t h i s  came down word of mouth a f t e r  we  
1anded. 

Q. Afte r  you landed? 

A. Es, s i r ,  I didn 't h e a r  anything about  t h a t  a t  
t h e  b r i e f i n g .  

Q. El1 t h e n ,  t h i n k i n g  back on t h e  b r i e f i n g  you g o t  
and what you saw and d i d  on t h e  16th  was it compatible? 
Were you doing what Colonel BARKER s a i d  t o  do? 

A. Well, Colonel BARKER t o  me was a very i n t e l l i g e n t  
o f f i c e r  because he l e f t  t h e  small  th ings  up t o  t h e  company 
commander. 

Q- I s e e .  

A. I mean, we l l ,  you c a n ' t  t e l l  a company commander, 
you know, d o n ' t  shoot  unless  you ' r e  s h o t  a t  because we l l ,  you 
know, a Vie t  Cong b a t t a l i o n  comes on l i n e ,  we l l ,  w e  c a n ' t  
shoot  because khey h a v e n ' t  s h o t  y e t .  You know, you c a n ' t  
t e l l  them t h a t  and he d i d n ' t .  

Q You had t h e  i d e a  t h a t  when you s t a r t e d  moving o u t  
down through t h e r e  t h a t  you were going t o  be shoot ing  f i r s t  
and then asking ques t ions  l a t e r ?  

A. Right ,  w e l l ,  I me an ,  a s  nervous a s  you a r e ,  think-
i n g  t h a t  you ' r e  gonna g e t  your b u t t  s h o t  o f f ,  you know, t h i s  i s  
automatic.  This is  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g ;  you b u i l d  up your f i r e  
s u p e r i o r i t y  f i r s t .  
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Q m  
Do you r e c a l l  Colonel BARKER saying anything about 

i t ' s  our  chance t o  g e t  even o r  revenge? 

A. No, t h i s  was t h e  i d e a  among t h e  t roops  though. 
Because we'd l o s t  q u i t e  a few people i n  t h e r e .  

Q We have reason t o  b e l i e v e  Captain MEDINA had a 
b r i e f i n g  f o r  h i s  company down t h e r e  a f t e r  t h e  meeting t h a t  
h e ' d  had wi th  Colonel BARKER up t h e r e .  Did you q e t  a chance 
t o  qo t o  t h a t  one? 

No, sir. I d i d  no t .  

Q Did you t a l k  t o  any of t h e  fe l lows i n  C Company
t h a t  evening? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  go down t h e r e  and g e t  zeroed i n  wi th  
t h e  people you were going i n  wi th?  

A. No, sir. 

Q The f i r s t  time you saw them, t h e  people ,  Joe and 
t h e  r e s t  of  t h e  f e l lows ,  was i n  the  morning o f  the  16 th  a t  
t h e  PZ? 

A, Well, no, Captain MEDINA s a i d  t h a t  I would be 
assigned t o  J o e ' s  squad and I j u s t  saw Joe and I knew who . 
he was s o  i n  t h e  morning I j u s t  went over  t h e r e  and f e l l  i n  
l i n e .  

Q - But  you d i d n ' t  s e e  Joe GRIMES t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. No, s ir ,  I d i d n ' t  t a l k  t o  him. 

Q. Did Joe say anything t o  you i n  t h e  morning when 
you showed up down t h e r e ?  

Q. What'd he say? 

A.  Well, he j u s t  t o l d  me n o t  t o  be a f o o l  and i f  I 
was i n  doubt j u s t  watch what everybody e l s e  was doing. 
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Q. He d i d n ' t  g ive  you any i n s t r u c t i o n s  about what he 
wanted you t o  do? 

A. No. 

Q. Okay, on t h e  15th  you a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you se-
cured t h i s  a r e a  f o r  t h e  dus to f f  w i t h  a co lored  s o l d i e r ?  

A. Right.  

Q You were i n  t h e  3d Platoon? 

A. Right . 
Q .  Did t h e  3d Platoon--was i t  a l l  you fe l lows t h a t  
were doing t h i s ?  

A. Doing what? 

Q - Securing t h e  LZ. 

A. I don' t know of  any o t h e r  p la toon t h a t  helped us.  
We d i d n ' t  s ecure  a very b i g  LZ;  you d o n ' t  need t o  on a  dust-
o f f .  

Q .  How many of you d i d  t h i s ?  A squad? 

A. A squad o r  two. We were about--

Q - (Interposing)  The same gang t h a t  you were qoing 
along wi th?  

A. Right. 

Q . I presume you were t h e r e  when the ' s h i p  landed. 

A. Right.  

Q. And I th ink  you i n d i c a t e d  your p a r t  of secur ing  
t h e  p l a c e ,  t h e  LZ f o r  t h e  dus- toff ,  was on t h e  road? 

A. Right.  

Q. You were f a c i n g  t o  t h e  e a s t ?  

A. Ell, l e t ' s  s e e ,  yeah, I would be.  
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Q. Okay, and t h e  dus t o f  f landed behind you o r  i n  
f r o n t  of you? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  behind me. 

Q. Eehind you, d i d  he come i n  over  your head o r  d id  
he land  behind you? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you, s ir .  I don' t know. 

Q. Did you watch him c a r r y  t h e  f e l low o u t  t o  t h e  
sh ip?  

No, sir. I wasn ' t  worr ied about t h a t .  

Q. Did you g e t  a chance t o  look a t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  
come around and look a t  it when you were t h e r e ?  

A .  NO , sir. 

Q o  
 You weren ' t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  what was going on? 

A .  No. 

B- Did t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  t a k e  o f f  over  your head? 

A. I cou ldn ' t  t e l l  you, sir.  


Q- You d o n ' t  remember ducking o r  anything l i k e  t h a t ?  


A. W e l l ,  you ' r e  down anyway, because t h a t  b l a d e ' s  
whipping up some wind. 

Q. Yeah, t h e  reason I ' m  asking ques t ions  l i k e  t h i s  
is because we ' re  q u i t e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  f i n d i n g  o u t  who was 
f l y i n g  t h a t  h e l i c o p t e r  and from what u n i t  t h a t  h e l i c o p t e r  
was. I thought  you might have, because you were r i g h t  
handy t h e r e ,  you might have seen  the marking on t h e  s h i p ,  
maybe an i n s i g n i a  on t h e  nose ,  any red  c rosses  t h a t  were 
t h e r e .  

A. I d o n ' t  be l i eve  it was a r e g u l a r  dus tof f  sh ip .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  s e e  any r e d  c rosses?  

A .  No, because t h a t ' s  outs tanding  on a  chopper. 
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Q. You d i d n ' t  g e t  a chance t o  s e e  anything e l s e  
about i t ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  know who--I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  we were using 
o u r  own choppers on t h a t  ope ra t ion .  I th ink  they  came from 
Chu La i ,  t h e  Musketeers. 

Q - Well, t h e r e  were s e v e r a l ,  a couple of a v i a t i o n  
u n i t s  involved as  I i n d i c a t e d  e a r l i e r .  There were a i r c r a f t - -

A. ( In te rpos ing)  We had our  own 23' s ,  I remember 
t h a t .  

Q =  You had your own 23 ' s?  

A. Yeah. 

Q. From where? 

A. From Dak To. I ' m  q u i t e  c e r t a i n  of t h a t .  

Q W e l l ,  who was i n  t h e r e ;  do you know? 

A. That was t h e  123d I be l i eve .  

Q They were ou t  of  Chu Lai .  The 123d was head-
quar tered  a t  Chu Lai  and t h e r e  was a l s o  some of them sta-
t ioned t h e r e  a t  Dot t i e .  They used t o  f l y  i n  and ou t  of 
Dot t i e  a  l i t t l e .  

A. Yeah. 

Q.  Then t h e r e  was some more h e l i c o p t e r s ?  

A. 174th Aviat ion.  

Q- Tha t ' s  it. They came o u t  of  Dak To, and t h e r e  
could have been some o t h e r  h e l i c o p t e r s  from o t h e r  a v i a t i o n  
companies involved i n  t h e r e ?  

A. Well, I be l i eve . . . .  

Some of them had d i f f e r e n t  i n s i g n i a s  on the--Q = 

A. ( In terpos ing)  We had t h e  s l i c k s .  I t h i n k  we had 
our  own s l i c k s  b u t  it was e i t h e r  we had our  own s l i c k s  o r  we 
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w e r e  us ing somebody e l se ' s  gunships;  w e  had o u r  own gunships 
and w e r e  us ing  somebody else 's  s l i c k s .  I can1t remember. 

Q- W e l l ,  t h e r e  was two d i f f e r e n t  sets o f  qunships
t h e r e ;  some of them had var ious  d i s t i n c t i v e  i n s i g n i a s  on 
t h e  nose. 

A. The only i n s i g n i a  I knew i s  t h e  s k u l l  and wings. 

Q Does t h e  Sharks mean anyth ing  t o  you? 

A. Oh, yeah, they  were ou t s t and ing  gunships .  

4-2. D i d  you s e e  them t h e r e ?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s i r .  

They had t h e  b i g  "D"?  

A. O h ,  yeah. 

Q. But. t h i s  d u s t o f f  s h i p ,  you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any i n -
s i g n i a  on the nose o r  anything? 

. . 

A. Pb, sir. 

Q. Do you know what t h e  i n s i g n i a  of  t h e  174th was? 
The one they  used t o  c a r r y  on the nose o r  any th ing? '  

A. No, sir. I ' v e  g o t  p i c t u r e s  a t  home; I should 
have brought  them wi th  m e .  

Q . P i c t u r e s  of  what, t h i s  day? 

A. m ,  I d o n ' t  have any o f  My La i  but I 've g o t  one 
t h a t  was t aken  s e v e r a l  months l a t e r .  I ' v e  g o t  p i c t u r e s  o f  
a l l  t h e  choppers. I should have brought  them; I d i d n ' t  
t h i n k .  

Q. Did Colonel BARKER u s u a l l y  f l y  wi th  t h e  same crew 
i n  t h e  s h i p  t h a t  he used t o  go i n ?  

A.  W e l l - -

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  O r  d i d  he g e t  a d i f f e r e n t  s h i p ?  
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A. Well,  h a l f  on and o f f .  I mean, you know, each 
s h i p  was a s s igned  a d i f f e r e n t  ass ignment  every day b u t  usual-
l y  he had t h i s  one w a r r a n t  o f f i c e r .  Me was a gu tsy  one.. 

Q. What was i t ?  

A. He l e f t  b e f o r e  I d id .  I c a n ' t  remember h i s  name; 
he  was a l i t t l e  guy w i t h  a mustache. 

Q. What o u t f i t  was he  from? 

A.  He w a s  based  a t  Dak To. 

Q. Do you' remember t h e  i n s i g n i a  of  t h e  s h i p ?  

A. No, I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you. 

Q. Does t h e  Dolphins mean anyth ing  t o  you? 

A. The Dolphins,  yeah,  b u t  t h o s e  were--those w e r e  
s l i c k s  ; t h o s e  w e r e n ' t  gunships .  

Q - Righ t ,  t hey  were  from t h e  same u n i t  as the Sharks .  
The Sharks and t h e  ~ o l p h i n sw e r e  i n  t h e  same, 174th.  

Right .  

Q .  Does the i n s i g n i a  R a t t l e r  mean anyth ing  t o  you? 

A. R a t t l e r ,  they  weren t--

Q. ( . In te rpos ing)  Snake- l ike  c i r c l e .  

A. Black snake o r  a r e d  snake? Yeah, I know t h e  
s h i p s  b u t  t hey  were based  i n  Chu L a i  I b e l i e v e .  I d o n ' t  know 
i f  they  w e r e  w i t h  us on t h a t  o p e r a t i o n  o r  n o t .  

Q I But t h e  s h i p  tha t  Colonel  BARKER used t o  f l y  i n  
came from t h e  174th? 

A. The Dolphins.  Flew a l o t  of Dolphins s h i p s  from 
Dak To. 

Q Do you remember--I'm s u r e  you t a l k e d  t o  t h e  en-
l i s t e d  crew t h a t  used t o  f l y  w i t h  Colonel  BARKER? 

A. Oh, yeah. 
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Q Did they  t e l l  you about what he used t o  do when 
he was up running  around t h e  s k i e s ?  

A. Wel l ,  I was w i t h  him when h e  was o u t  running a-
round t h e  s k i e s .  

Q Oh, w e r e  you? 

A. Yeah. 

Q • I see. Who was i n  t h e  crew? Who w e r e  t h e  e n l i s t -
ed  men? 

A. Well ,  l e t ' s  see, t h e  on ly  guy t h a t  I r e a l l y  re-
member i s  dead. The o t h e r  one i s  Richard CARRILLO. 

Q Who? 

A. R icardo ,  he 's a Spanish guy. Richard CARRILLO . 
Q* CARRILLO? 

A. Yeah, he f lew a--well, he  was i n  t h e  23 ' s  and 
then  h e  s t a r t e d  making milk , r u n s  b u t  I d o n ' t  know i f  he  w a s  
t h e r e  t h a t  day o r  not-. H e  cou ld  have been i n  one of t h e  
23 ' s .  

Q Y e a h ,  w e l l ,  d i d  he  f l y  i n  Colone l  E$-FXER's s h i p ?  

A. H e  had  on occas ion ,  yes .  

Q- What was h e ,  t h e  gunner o r  w a s  he a crew member? 

A. A gunner.  

Q. A gunner? 

A.  Y e s .  

Q. You d o n ' t  remember who t h e  c r e w  c h i e f  was then?  

A ,  Oh boy, no. 

Q H e ' s  t h e  one t h a t  u s u a l l y  checks t h e  maintenance 
of t h e  t h i n g .  
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A .  Y e a h ,  but--

Q *  Probably s t a n d s  on the l e f t '  s i d e .  

A. But t hey  swi t ch  crews s o  o f t e n  sometimes t h e  same 
war ran t  o f f i c e r  wou ldn ' t  have t h e  same crew e i t h e r .  

Q = W e l l ,  it w a s  a d i f f e r e n t  s h i p ?  

A. Yeah. 

Q. Because t h e  crew ch ie f  u s u a l l y  s t a y s  w i t h  t h e  
s h i p .  

A .  They w e r e  l o s i n g  a l o t  o f  people  though,  and 
swi tched  around s o  much. 

Q *  You d o n ' t  remember who t h e  p i l o t  was t h a t  used t o  
f l y  w i t h  Colonel  BARKER? Who he  l i k e d ?  

A. W e l l ,  yeah ,  t h i s  one s m a l l  guy, he  f l ew  f o r  Gene-
r a l  LIPSCOMB a l s o .  

Q COONEY? 

A. Yeah, he  g o t  o u t  b e f o r e  I d id .  H e  came back 
s t a t e s i d e .  

Q a  M r .  COONEY w a s  f l y i n g  Colonel  HENDERSON t h a t  day.  
I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  who might have been f l y i n g  Colonel  
BARKER. 

A.  W e l l ,  l e t  ' s  see, COONEY f l ew  t h e  l a s t  t i m e  when 
we w e r e  up on Monastery Mountain. That  was t h e  day they  
went i n  t h e r e  b e f o r e  when it was a f o g  coming. 

Q - When M r .  COONEY w a s n ' t  f l y i n g  Colone l  BARKER 
who was doing i t ?  

A. J u s t  about anybody. I couldn 't t e l l  you s p e c i f i -
c a l l y ,  sir.  The man who would t e l l  you t h a t  would be--oh, 
do they  keep records  on what f l i g h t s  went o u t  when? 

Q =  Who do you t h i n k  might be a b l e  t o  t e l l  us? 

A.  Major SMITH? 
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Q. W e l l ,  Major SMITH d i d n ' t  know. 

A. He didn 't know? 

Q - No, we t a l k e d  t o  h i m .  Okay, on t h a t  day o f  t h e  
1 6 t h  you r e c a l l  t h e  dus to f f  and you r e c a l l  one o t h e r  h e l i -
c o p t e r  episode involving Colonel BARKER on a C&C sh ip?  

A. Right ,  he just--he flew over  i t .  

Q Yeah, were t h e r e  o t h e r  a i r c r a f t  i n  t h e  a rea?  

A. Al l  over .  

Q A l l  over  t h e  place.  Were they  low? 

A. m i t e ,  yes.  

Q Gunships ? 

A. Yes, sir .  

Q - How about C&C s h i p s ?  

A. There was a l l  k inds  o f  gunships,  23's, hueys, 
e s p e c i a l l y  dur ing  t h e  f i r s t  hour.  

Q - How about t h e  time o f  the d u s t o f f ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember a whole l o t  of  a i r c r a f t  
around. 

Q. Things have qu ie ted  down? 

A. Yeah, by then  w e  had p r e t t y  w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  
t h e  48th wasn ' t  i n  t h e  l o c a l  v i c i n i t y .  

Q. D o  you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  a C&C s h i p  over  t h e  area?  

A. No, sir ,  l i k e  I s a i d ,  I wasn ' t  worr ied about what 
was i n  t h e  a i r .  

Q W e l l ,  I thought maybe you might have r e c a l l e d  
hear ing  one and looking up and see ing  one s i d e  o f  one r e a l  
low a t  sometime. 
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A.  No, sir. 

Q. Did you s e e  any o t h e r  sh ips  land? Hel icopters
of  any kind? 

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  u n t i l  t h e  next  day. 

Q. Not u n t i l  t he  nex t  day? You d i d n ' t  s e e  t h e  bubble 
land? 

A. No. 

Q. Did a gunship land? 

A. No, sir. 

Q =  No h e l i c o p t e r s ?  About the time you were t ak ing
a  break f o r  lunch over  t h e r e  nea r  t h i s  d i t c h  d i d  you s e e  any 
h e l i c o p t e r s  land anywhere? 

A. No, s ir .  Like I s a y ,  I wouldn ' t  pay any a t t e n t i o n  
t o  t h e  o u t f i t  t h a t  landed r i g h t  next  t o  me, except  t o  g e t  o u t  
of t h e  way of t h e  blade.  

Q. Sometimes when i t  came over r e a l  low they  always 
make a  heck of a r a c k e t .  

A .  Yeah. 

Q. I t ' s  hard  t o  t h i n k  and you c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  whether 
somebody was going t o  shoot  a t  you o r  no t?  

A. Yeah, t h a t  was an awful f r i e n d l y  r a c k e t  though. 

Q. T h a t  n i g h t  you i n d i c a t e d  you j o i n ~ d  up with B 
Company over  t h e r e .  

A. Yes, sir, w e  were--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Well, d i d  you recognize it as  B 
Company? Did you know any of  t h e  fe l lows?  

A. N o ,  s ir .  

Q. You d i d n ' t .  Do you remember t h i s  l i t t l e  a r e a  
where you s t ayed  t h a t  n igh t?  Comfortable and warm and dry? 
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A. Ch, yeah, r e a l .  

Q 9 Do you remember see ing  any Vietnamese around t h e  
a rea?  

A. None. 

Q. There weren ' t  any? 

A. 'Not a s o u l  i n  s i g h t .  

Q E a r l i e r  i n  t h e  evening a f t e r  you pu l l ed  i n t o  t h e  
a r e a ,  d i d  you s e e  any of t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r s  o r  Nat ional  Po l i ce  
o r  anybody b r ing ing  a bunch i n  t o  ques t ion  them? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. W e  had i n t e r p r e t e r s  and I saw one 
of them bu t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any MP's. 

Q R e c a l l  any shoot ing? Anybody doing any f i r i n g ?  

A. No; sir ,  n o t  a t  t h a t  time. 

Q- The f i r i n g  had k ind  of d ied  down, I presume, t h a t  
af ternoon? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. Did you see Captain KOTOUC o u t  t h e r e ?  I n  your 
bivouac a r e  a? 

A .  No, I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  The only time anybody came 
and went was when t h e  chopper brought our  chow ou t .  

Q. W e l l ,  do you remember t h a t  chopper coming i n ?  

A. Yeah. 

Q. R e m e m b e r  what i t  looked l i k e ?  

A. No, sir ,  I wasn ' t  p a r t  of  the LZ. W e  w e r e  digging 
i n  f o r  the n i g h t  and I d i d n ' t  bo the r  t o  move. 

Q- The next day you and M r .  WEST t a l k e d  about going
down south  and then  coming back. Do you remember any of 
t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  day? 
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A. W e l l ,  yeah, we blew a booby t r a p  r i g h t  i n  t h e  
middle o f  our  NDP,  but--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  That was t h e  e a r l y  morning of t h e  
17th?  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Right a f t e r  you--

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  Yeah, because a b i g  chunk of it 
went s a i l i n g  and h i t  i n  t h e  r i v e r  about 600 meters  away. 

Q You were c lose  t o  a r i y e r  e a r l i e r ?  

A. Yeah, very c lose .  

Q. Where was t h e  r i v e r ?  North, sou th ,  e a s t ,  west? 

A. Oh, boy, l e t ' s  s e e ,  we moved ou t ;  I b e l i e v e  we 
went west s o  t h e  r i v e r  would be going nor th .  

Q- Did you a l l  do about t h e  same t h i n g  t h e  next  day 
t h a t  you d i d  on t h e  16th?  

A .  No, s i r .  

Q- What was t h e  d i f fe rence?  

A. There were no people.  

Q =  

A .  

Q -

A .  
couple,  

Q -

A. 

Q 

You d i d n ' t  s e e  any people? 

Absolutely not .  

You d i d n ' t  s e e  any Vietnamese a t  a l l ?  

No, n o t  t h a t  day. Well, we might have seen a 
bu t  they  were moving on ou t .  

D i d  you shoot  a t  them? 

N o .  Way t o o  f a r  away. 

D i d  you capture  anybody? 
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A .  No. Well,  on t h e  t h i r d  day, l i k e  I s a i d ,  we 
went through t h i s  one good s i z e d  v i l l a g e  and t h e  h u t s  were 
i n  r e a l  good r e p a i r .  T h a t ' s  why I remember it, and no th ing  
b u t  r e a l  s m a l l  k i d s  and o l d  women. 

Q- Did you bu rn  those  h u t s  t oo?  

A. No. W e  were t o l d  n o t  t o .  

Q You'd been t o l d  t o  s t o p  t h a t  burn ing?  

A,  Yeah, Unless w e  found any th ing  r e a l l y  s p e c i f i c  
l i k e  weapons o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t ;  t hen  t h a t  was o u r  o p e r a t i n g  
po l i cy .  

Q. Who w a s  p u t t i n g  this word ou t?  How d i d  you g e t  
t h i s  word? 

A. I t  came down t h e  l i n e .  I d o n ' t  know who s t a r t e d  
it o r  where it came from. 

Q. But t h i s  is t h e  same word t h a t  had s t a r t e d  j u s t  
a f t e r  My Lai?  

A. Right .  

Q c  The second n i g h t  now on the 17t.h,  do you remember 
about  where you dropped f o r  t h e  n i g h t  o r  where you se t  up 
your  NDP? 

A. L e t ' s  see.,.. 

Q. Anything s i g n i f i c a n t  about  t h e  a r e a ?  

A. Yeah, w e  s h o t  a t  a couple  of  "d inks"  j u s t  b e f o r e  
t h a t .  The s i l l y  f o o l s  came o u t  of a f i e l d  800 y a r d s  away. 
They were i n  f u l l  uniform; they  w e r e  VC. Oh, t h a t  a f t e rnoon  
we went i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  r i g h t  by t h e  r i v e r ,  and w e  d i d  burn  
t h a t  v i l l a g e .  W e  caught  a h a l f  dozen VC. I f o r g o t  t h a t  w e  
d i d  do t h a t .  

Q. About a h a l f  dozen VC? 

A. Yeah. 
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Q What, a l l  males? 

A. L e t ' s  s e e ,  two--I would say  a l l  males and some 
nurses  . 
Q. Some nur ses?  

A. Yes, s i r .  W e  d i d  burn t h a t  v i l l a g e .  W e  found a 
s h o r t  wave r a d i o ,  p a r t s  o f  a  weapon, couple  o f  hand grenades ,  
and s t u f f  l i k e  t h i s .  

Q Was i t  your squad t h a t  cap tured  them? Were you a 
p a r t  of t h e  cap tu re  o r  was it--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Well,  r i g h t - - r i g h t  nex t  t o  m e  they--
w e l l ,  what it w a s  t h e y ' d  t e l l  t h e m  " d i  d i , "  you know, t o  come 
on o u t .  Nobody came o u t ,  you know, s o  you d i d  w i t h  a hand 
qrenade,  you know, sea rch  and c l e a r .  They s e t  f i r e  t o  t h i s  
one hootch and a bunch--

Q. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Who a r e  they? 

A. The members o f  t h e  squad. I don' t know--I c a n ' t  
r e c a l l .  

Q. Okay. 

A. And they  came " d i  d i  mau'inq" o u t  o f  t h e  burning hut 
s o  they clobbered them when they came o u t ;  t hey  s a i d  they  
wanted prisoners nu t  of this v i l l a g e .  They d i d n ' t  shoot  
them; they j u s t  knocked them i n  t h e  head. 

Q- Who s a i d  they  wanted p r i s o n e r s ?  Do you remember? 

A. J o e  t o l d  me t h a t ,  you know, "Don' t  shoo t  them un-
less you have t o  and i f  they run ,  you know, b u s t  them. " W e  
took about fou r  o r  f i v e  p r i s o n e r s  and t h e  only  t i m e  I eve r  
saw a p r i s o n e r  s h o t  a t  was when MEDINA was i n t e r r o g a t i n g  
them. 

Q- What happened? Was t h i s  t h e  same p lace  where t h e  
nurse  you s a i d  and the--

A. ( In t e rpos ing)  Yeah, t hey  a l l  came o u t .  I guess 
a couple came o u t  of a tunne l  and a couple  more o u t  of  a 
burning hootch.  
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Q. I s e e .  

A. Came running o u t .  

Q And then  what? You ga thered  them up and then 
what happened t o  them? Who took them? What became of them? 

A. 142 had t h e  i n t e r r o g a t o r  work them over .  

Q- Was t h i s  an ARVN i n t e r r o g a t o r ?  

A. Yeah. 

Q. I n t e r p r e t e r ?  

A. Yeah . 
Q. Do you remember who t h a t  was? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember. WONG, something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. Sergeant  PHU? 

A. Sergeant  PHU, a l i t t l e  North Vietnamese guy. 
He was t h e r e .  

Q FJas he t h e  one? 

A. He was one of  them. W e  had t w o  o r  t h r e e  i n t e r r o -
ga to r s .  

Q. Sergeant  MINII? 

A .  T a l l ,  skinny guy? That was him. 

Q .  Glasses? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you i f  he wore g l a s s e s .  

Q a  Okay, b u t  they wore--but somebody--

A .  ( In terpos ing)  Yes, s i r ,  Sergeant  PHU was t h e r e .  

Q.  H e  was one who was i n t e r r o g a t i n g ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  
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Q. Were they i n t e r r o g a t i n g  r i g h t  t h e r e  next  t o  you? 

A. ' Yes, s i r .  

Q Was t h i s  r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e y ' d  been captured? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q- Who brought them up t h e r e ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember, s ir .  It was r i g h t  on t h e  r i v e r  
edge, r i g h t  i n  t h e  l i t t l e  grove,  coconut grove. 

Q Then what? You s a i d  something about Captain 
MEDINA shoot ing  o r  something. What was a l l  t h a t ?  

A. Well, they wouldn ' t  t a l k  s o  MEDINA l i n e d  t h i s  one 
up a g a i n s t  t h e  t r e e  and t r i e d  a b i g  b l u f f  on them and--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  What's t h e  b i g  b l u f f ?  

A. I ' m  gonna blow your b r a i n s  o u t  i f  you d o n ' t  t a l k ,  
you know? 

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  

A. And t h e  guy wouldn ' t  t a l k  s o  they  pu t  him up a-
q a i n s t  t h e  t r e e  and WDINA put  a round over h i s  head about 
t h a t  f a r ,  c l ipped  h i s  h a i r ,  and MEDINA walked up t o  him and 
s a i d  t h e  next  one is  gonna be r i g h t  t h e r e ,  poked him between 
the  eyes.  So MEDINA walked o f f  about 10 f e e t  and r a i s e d  h i s  
r i f l e  and t h e  guy s t a r t e d  t a l k i n g .  And a f t e r  t h a t  we d i d n ' t  
have any t r o u b l e .  They s t a r t e d  t a l k i n g .  That was when they  
t o l d  us about the  r ad io .  We found a r a t  i n  t h e r e  and I 
suess  t h e r e  was some o t h e r  dead people i n  t h e r e .  

Q What, t h e  h u t s  t h a t  t h e s e  f o l k s  had come ou t  o f ?  

A. Yeah. 

Q e  Well, you were s t and ing  r i g h t  t h e r e .  You were 
c l o s e  t o  where a l l  t h i s  was going on. 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q - Is t h i s  one of  t h e  f i r s t  time you saw one of these  
i n t e r r o g a t i o n s ?  
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A. Oh, no. 

Q .  You've seen p l e n t y  of them? 

A. Oh, yeah. 

Q W e l l ,  what happened t o  t h e s e  f o l k s  then  a f t e r  t h e  
tunne l  r a t  went i n t o  t h e  tunnel?  Did t h e  d e t a i n e e s ,  o r  who 
eve r  they  were,  VC, s t a y  r i g h t  t h e r e ?  

A.  W e l l ,  when we g o t  ready t o  move o u t  I b e l i e v e  they  
p u t  them on a chopper cause they c a l l e d  one of  t h e  squads t o  
make an LZ. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  a chopper coming i n .  I t  came in--
it would be on t h e  south  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q- I see, and then  they were gone? 

A. Yeah. 

Q .  What t i m e  of day was t h i s ?  

A .  Thi,s was l a t e  i n  t h e  a f te rnoon.  

Q - L a t e  i n  t h e  a f te rnoon.  

A. And then  w e  moved, l e t ' s  s e e  it would be ,  w e  moved 
sou th  maybe 1,000 meters ,  I ' d  say a good 1,000 meters ,  back 
south  where w e  made o u r  NDP. That was when w e  s h o t  a t  t h e  t w o  
"dinks"  t h a t  w e r e  s t and ing  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

Q. Do you reca l l  t h a t  day g e t t i n g  c l o s e  t o  some wa te r?  
The r i v e r ?  

A. Yeah, w e  crossed--we c rossed ,  w e l l ,  no, t h a t  w a s  
t h e  nex t  morning. Yeah, t h a t  v i l l a g e  t h a t  w e  hurried was r i g h t  
on t h e  r iver .  

Right  n e a r  t h e  r i v e r ?  

A. Right  n e a r  t h e  mouth. The s e a  was about ,  oh, 1,500 
meters away I guess .  

Q And then  you moved south  t o  your NDP? 

A .  Yeah, w e  moved back r i g h t  a long ,  we moved nor th  t o  
t h e  r i v e r ,  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and then  w e  moved back. W e  d i d  n o t  
c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  t h a t  day. 
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Q. I see .  And then you set  up your NDP? 

A. Right .  

Q- Did anyth ing  happen i n  t h e r e ?  

A. Yeah, we bus ted  t h e  two "dinks" t h a t  were o u t  i n  the 
f i e l d .  

Q - Males or--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Yeah. Well,  they were dumb enough 
t o  be c a r r y i n g  r i f l e s  and uniforms and they were s t and ing  ou t  
t h e r e  looking a t  us .  

Q Did you go o u t  and p o l i c e  up t h e  gear?  

A. No. No it was g e t t i n g  dark and MEDINA s a i d  he d idn ' t .  
want t o  t a k e  a chance on t h e  squad g e t t i n g  bus ted .  You know, 
a f t e r  dark ,  a l l  by i t s e l f .  But w e  g o t  both of them. 

Q Did you go o u t  the next  day t o  g e t  t h e  gear?  

A. Oh, they w e r e  gone. He s e n t  a squad b u t  they were 
gone. What we f i g u r e d  was they  were gonna mor ta r  us  and they 
wanted t o  g e t  ou r  p o s i t i o n  down r e a l  good. 

Q- Okay, and t h e r e  was no o t h e r  a c t i v i t y  t h e  n i g h t  of 
t h e  17th? 

A. No, s i r ,  nothing b u t  t h e  usua l .  H & I  by t h e  mor-
t a r s .  

Q - Did you have a p r e t t y  ' w e t  a r e a  t h a t  n i g h t  o r  was 
it dry? 

A. Nice and dry.  

Q =  Nice and dry? 

A. Yeah, it was on a h i l l .  

Q - Was it on a l i t t l e  h i l l ?  

A. Yeah. 
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Q Then t h e  18 th ,  the next  day, I b e l i e v e  you i n d i c a t e d  
e a r l i e r  t h i s  was t h e  day you went back t o  D o t t i e ?  

A. Right.  W e  c rossed  what we c a l l e d  " sn ipe r  I s  b r idge .  " 
We' d a l r eady  t aken  rounds t h e r e  be fo re ;  f o r  some reason  w e  
d i d n ' t  t h a t  day. And t h a t  was when w e  p o l i c e d  up a l l  t h e s e  
people from t h a t  real good looking v i l l a g e .  

Q. How many people  d i d  you p o l i c e  up? 

A. Geez, betwen 40 and 50 a t  l e a s t .  A l o t  of people.  

Q - D i f f e r e n t  ages and sexes  and s o  on? 

A. A l l  l i t t l e  k i d s  and o l d  women. 

Q e  A l l  l i t t l e  k i d s  and o l d  women? 

A. Yeah, t h e  VC " d i  d i  mau'd" and took t h e  nurses  with  
them, I guess.  

Q- Did anybody i n t e r r o g a t e  t h e s e  f o l k s ?  

A. There was a t h i r d  couple and they d i d n ' t  t a l k .  T h d ,  
they c a l l e d  us back t o  t h e  main group and t o l d  us w e  were get-
t i n g  ready to--

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Were t h e s e  any more? Did you see any
of t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n s ?  

A. Yeah, a l i t t l e  b i t .  

Q. Were any of them sho t?  

Slapped up a l i t t l e ,  none of them s h o t .  

Who was doing t h e s e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n s ?  

A. Joe  and one of t h e  South Vietnamese. 

Q. What t ime of t h e  day was t h i s ?  Was t h i s  i n  t h e  
morning o r  t h e  a f te rnoon?  

A. W e l l ,  l e t ' s  s e e ,  we'd j u s t  f i n i s h e d  chow. It 
was e a r l y  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon  I 'd say .  
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Q - Ear ly  i n  t h e  af ternoon.  How about a f t e r  you g o t  
up t h a t  morning, which way d i d  you go? 

A. We crossed  t h e  r i v e r  t h a t  day. 

52 .- You crossed t h e  r i v e r  t h a t  day? 

A. Right. 

Q. Okay, I t h i n k  you i n d i c a t e d  you r e c a l l e d  t h e  ex-
t r a c t i o n ?  

A. Dustoff?  

Q - No, t h e  movement back t o  Dot t i e .  

A. Yeah. 

Q You were picked up j u s t  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of 
" s n i p e r ' s  br idge"?  

A. Yeah. 

Q. Right a f t e r  you crossed  " s n i p e r ' s  b r idge . "  Do you 
remember how many h e l i c o p t e r s  were involved i n  t h i s  th ing?  

A. L e t ' s  s e e ,  they came i n  t h r e e  a t  a t ime I be l i eve .  
There w e r e n ' t  very many. It took them q u i t e  a while and I 
was one of the  l a s t  ones t o  g e t  l i f t e d  o f f .  W e  were g e t t i n g  
k ind  of nervous because t h e  "dinks" always w a i t  u n t i l  t h e r e ' s  
j u s t  a very few t h e r e ,  then  i f  t h e y ' r e  gonna h i t  you.. .. 
Q - Do you remember about what time t h i s  was? 

A. This was 4 o '  clock i n  the  af te rnoon.  I would say 
about ,  4 : O O .  

Q- And when you go t  back t o  LZ D o t t i e  who d i d  you 
s e e ?  

A. Colonel BARKER. 

Q. He was t h e r e ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  
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Q Was he a t  t h e  a r e a  when you landed? 

A. No, s i r ,  he was a t  t h e  command bunker. 

Q I see .  Was t h e r e  anyone a t  t h e  a r e a  where t h e  
choppers landed? 

A. Nobody b u t  the  usual  personnel ,  sir. 

Q Were t h e r e  any o f f i c e r s ?  

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  no. 

Q- Did you say e a r l i e r  t h a t  you saw Colonel HENDERSON 
t h i s  a f  ternoon? 

A. I can '  t remember i f  I d i d ,  sir.  H e  could have been 
t h e r e ,  I mean he was t h e r e  s o  much t h a t  I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you 
i f  i t  was t h i s  d a t e  o r  another  day t h a t  I saw him. 

Q. What'd Colonel BARKER have t o  say t o  you? 

A. Oh, he asked me how th ings  went and I t o l d  him they 
went okay. And he asked me i f  I thought I earned my C I B .  I 
t o l d  him, "No, n o t  r e a l l y ,  I' He t o l d  me I could r e s t  f o r  t h a t  
day, you know, g e t  cleaned up and t a k e  it easy and t h a t  was 
a l l  t h a t  was s a i d .  

Q - What d i d  he say when you s a i d  you d i d n ' t  t h i n k  you 
earned your CIB? 

A. Well, t h a t  wasn ' t  combat, t o  nay mind. 

Q. What? You weren ' t  f i r e d  a t ?  

A. No. 

Q =  You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  r ece iv ing  any h o s t i l e  f i r e ?  

A. No. Not on t h a t  occasion.  

Q Not on t h a t  opera t ion?  

A, No. L a t e r  I d i d ,  I mean, b u t  n o t  on t h a t  ope ra t ion .  

Q. W e l l ,  d i d  Colonel BP,RKER seem pleased with t h e  way 
the  opera t ion  had gone? 
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A.  I wouldn ' t  say s o ,  no. Because whenever an opera-
t i o n  went w e l l ,  I mean, you t a l k e d  about it. You d i d n ' t  say 
a whole l o t  b o u t  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n ,  s o  I d o n ' t - - i t  was j u s t  my 
impression. Well, he wanted t h e  48th B a t t a l i o n ,  I mean, s o  
n a t u r a l l y  he wasn ' t  very happy. 

Q- Did you h e a r  him t a l k i n g  t o  .the company commanders 
o r  h i s  s t a f f  about what they d i d  o r  should have done i n  t h e  
c r i t i q u e  of t h e  opera t ion  i n  any way? 

A. No, s i r .  I d i d n ' t  a t t e n d  t h a t  b r i e f ing . '  They had 
t h a t  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  n igh t .  

Q. You d i d n ' t ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t  a t t e n d  it. I b e l i e v e  they  d i d ,  yes .  

Q = Who went t o  t h a t  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. I have no i d e a ,  six. The only t h i n g  I r e c a l l  was 
t h a t  it seems General YOUNG was from t h e  America1 Divis ion 
t o  t a l k  t o  him about it. This  was t h e  only t h i n g  he mentioned. 

Q When was t h a t ,  t h e  n i g h t  you came back i n ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I guess t h e y ' d  come i n  t h a t  day, t h e  day 
before .  

Q. Do you know what General YOUNG t a l k e d  t o  him about? 

A. No, s ir .  I have no idea .  

9. How d i d  t h e  t roops  f e e l  about t h i s  opera t ion?  The 
fel lows you were wi th?  Were they disappointed? Were they 
happy? 

A. W e l l ,  they were--they were d isappoin ted  t h a t  they 
c o u l d n ' t  even t h e  score  and, you know, they'd--we d i d n ' t  f i n d  
t h e  48th. This-- this  is j u s t  my impression. 

a - Yeah, I know. That bus iness  about General YOUNG 
t a l k i n g  t o  him about i t ,  was t h a t  t h e  usual  t h i n g  t o  do? Did 
General YOUNG usual ly  come up and t a l k  t o  h i m  about t h e  show? 

A. Usually it was General LIPSCOMB o r  General LASSETTER 
would come up and t a l k  t o  him about c a s u a l t y  f i g u r e s  and such 
a s  t h i s  a f t e r  an opera t ion  l i k e  t h i s .  
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9- Did Colonel HENDERSON come by and t a l k  t o  him? 

A. On t h a t  occasion,  I d o n ' t  know, s ir .  

Q Q  How about  then ,  t h e  nex t  couple  of weeks o r  t h e  
next  few days j u s t  a f t e r  you go i n ?  A f t e r  you g o t  back i n  
the  s a d d l e  and I guess you then  went back t o  your  usua l  job? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- Did Colonel BARKER eve r  say  anything more about 
i t ?  

A. Nothing t o  m e ,  s i r ,  no, sir.  

Q Did you h e a r  any conversations--anybody t a l k  t o  
him about  i t ?  

A. Well,  gee ,  I can ' t - - I  c a n ' t  t e l l  you f o r  s u r e .  
Colonel HENDERSON came down and they had some p r e t t y  hea ted  
d i scuss ions  by themselves.  But t h i s  was i n  Colonel  BARKER'S 
p r i v a t e  q u a r t e r s ,  and what they were t a l k i n g  about I c o u l d n ' t  
t e l l  you. 

Q - And t h e s e  discuss ' ions  w e r e  r i g h t  a f t e r  t h i s  opera-
t i o n s ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q - Did anybody e l s e  come around t h e r e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  that I r e c a l l .  

Q Did you s e e  any o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  from d i v i s i o n  come 
down and t a l k  wi th  him? 

A. Nothing unusual,  sir. - They were always down a t  Task 
Force Barker.  This  was General  LASSETTER1s k ind  of pe t -pe t  
o rgan iza t ion .  

Q* LIPSCOMB? 
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A. No, s i r ,  LASSETTER, America1 Divis ion .  This was 
a f t e r  Task Force Barker. We made a r e a l  s u c c e s s f u l  dea l  o u t  
of t h a t  I t h i n k ;  and t h a t  was what prompted him t o  make Task 
Force Cooksey, when w e  went i n t o  t h e  Antenna Valley.  

Q .Did Colonel BARKER seem concerned about t h e  heated 
d i scuss ions  with Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. Yeah. 

Q a What k ind  of concern? What 'd he say  o r  how' d he 
a c t ?  

A. Well, he j u s t  seemed worried.  I mean, he d i d n ' t  
say anything t o  me personal ly  b u t  this i s  the i d e a  I g o t  from 
him. 

Q- He seemed worried? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

I wonder why? 

A. I have no i d e a ,  s i r ,  whether they  were t a l k i n g  about 
My ~ a io r  what. H e  never  d iscussed  t h i s  with m e .  

Q. Did you ever  overhear any d i scuss ions  of it wi th  
any of t h e  people wi th in  Task Force Barker? 

A. N O ,  sir. 

Q. Did Major CALHOUN and' Colonel BARKER ever  t a l k  
about i t ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  overhear  anything,  no. 

Q. Did you ever  h e a r  anything about any i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
o r  anything? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  immediately a f t e r  t h e  My Lai  opera t ions .  
They s a i d  t h a t  Americal Divis ion was gonna have an inves t iga -
t i o n .  

Q Who's they? 

A. Colonel BARKER. 
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Q. Colonel BARKER said--

A. ( In terpos ing)  I d o n ' t  know who he s a i d  t h i s  t o  o r  
when i t  was, b u t  I do r e c a l l  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  mentioned. And 
a f t e r  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  t h ink  anything e l s e  about it. 

Q Was t h i s  before  o r  a f t e r  t h e s e  hea ted  d iscuss ions?  

A. It  was j u s t  about during--the next  3 o r  4 days. 

Q- Well, d id  Colohel BARKER say t h i s  about t h e  inves-
t i g a t i o n  o r  w a s  t h i s  t o  a l a r g e  group of  people o r  t o  a few 
people? . 
A. A very few people. 

Q e  Was it i n  a b r i e f i n g ?  

A. No, s ir ,  It was i n  t h e  command bunker. I can '  t 
r e c a l l  who he s a i d  it t o  but  I remember him saying  t h a t  t h e r e  
was going t o  be an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  by t h e  America1 Divis ion.  I 
c a n ' t  eve r  r e c a l l  people coming up t o  make t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
o r  o t h e r  i n q u i r i e s .  

Q What was t h e  purpose of  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir. 

Q Did they say anything about why they  were coming? 
Did you have any information as  t o  why t h e r e  might be an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. Yeah, because we s h o t  up some of  t h e  people,  I 
mean, t h i s  was--I took it f o r  granted--I--I d i d n ' t  ask him, 

Q. Well was t h e r e  t a l k  around t h e  TOC, around the  
CP a r e a  t h e r e ,  about t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, n o t  t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

Q. Was t h e r e  t a l k  about t h e  number of  people -t;hat 
were sho t?  

A .  Yeah, t h i s  d r i f t e d  around f o r  a while .  

9 What kind of talk was t h i s ?  
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A. Oh, j u s t  from one company t o  t h e  n e x t ,  I mean, you 

know, I guess some of  t h e  guys i n  Bravo Company and C h a r l i e  

Company, you know, what happened -out  t h e r e  and they  s a i d ,  

"Oh w e l l ,  w e  s h o t  up a  bunch of people  a g a i n . "  


Q. Well,  any mention about  what k i n d  of  people  t hey  

s h o t  up? Who they  were? 


A. No, I mean, when you say  people  t h a t  means--well, 

n o t  c i v i l i a n s  b u t  t h e  people  who g e t  i n  t h e  way. But i f  t h e r e  

had been a f i r e  f i g h t  t h a t  would have been t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  s a i d  

you know, t h a t  t hey  d i d  g e t  i n t o  a  f i r e  f i g h t .  People could  

mean anybody whether  t r o o p s  o r ,  you know, any th ing .  


Q - How, d i d  Colonel  BARKER f e e l  about  t h e  people  being 
s h o t  up o u t  t h e r e ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  swear t o  i t ,  I mean, h e  d i d n '  t say any- 
t h i n g  s p e c i f i c a l l y ;  b u t  knowing t h e  c o l o n e l ,  he  d i d  f e e l  t h a t  
t h e r e  were t o o  many people  k i l l e d .  Cause a f t e r  t h a t  it s e e m -
ed t h a t  t h e r e  weren't--we were t a k i n g  more p r i s o n e r s .  This  
i n d i c a t e d  t o  m e  t h a t  we were n o t  s h o o t i n g  f i r s t  and ask ing  
q u e s t i o n s  l a t e r .  We d i d  t a k e  q u i t e  a few p r i s o n e r s  a f t e r  t h a t .  

Q - Well,  i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g s  f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  a f t e r  
this--was t h e r e  anyth ing  s a i d  about i t ?  Did he s a y  anyth ing  
about  what you were supposed t o  do  and n o t  supposed t o  do on 
o p e r a t  ion?  

A. Nothing s p e c i f i c .  I mean he  d i d n ' t  s a y ,  "No, I 
d o n ' t  want. a  bunch of  people  s h o t  up l i k e  l a s t  t ime ."  H e  
made no mention of t h i s  t h a t  I r e c a l l .  I mean, b u t  t h i s  was 
j u s t  t aken  f o r  g ran t ed .  I f  t hey  r u n ,  you s h o o t  them; i f  they  
d o n ' t  r un ,  t h e n  you s e a r c h  them and i n t e r r o g a t e  them and i f  
you t h i n k  t h e y k e  worth something t h e n  you t a k e  them i n .  

Q =  Well,  d i d  Colonel  BARKER e v e r  s ay  anyth ing  more 
a f t e r  t h i s  about  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r ,  a s  I s a y ,  t h e r e  was mention o f  an i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  t h a t  was going t o  b e  h e l d  by t h e  America1 Div i s ion  b u t  
a f t e r  t h a t  t h e r e  were no  pe r sonne l  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  it t h a t  I 
know o f  and no th ing  more was s a i d .  

Q. Colonel  BARKER d i d n ' t  ask you what you saw o r  any-
t h i n g ?  
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A. No, s ir .  Well, if he  was f l y i n g  over  i n  t h e  s h i p ,  
s i x ,  t h e r e ' s  n o t  much a chopper misses.  

Q. Did you have a r e a l  good c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  with 
Colonel BARKER? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  q u i t e .  

Q Did he used t o  t e l l  you t h i n g s  t h a t  t h e  o the r  f e l -
lows d i d n ' t  know? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  usual ly .  

Q - He d i d n ' t  d iscuss  t h i s  with you i n  confidence? 

A. No, sir.  

Q And how long d i d  you s t a y  wi th  Colonel BARKER af -
t e r  t h i s ?  

A .  U n t i l  h i s  death.  

Q =  Did you go t o  t h e  4/3  with  him? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q And between t h e  t ime of t h e  Task Force Barker 
opera t ion  and t h e  time t h a t  Task Force Barker was d isso lved  
on o r  about 9 A p r i l ,  I guess--

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )J u s t  about.  

Q. You d i d n ' t  h e a r  any more about t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q - Do you know of anybody t h a t  was quest ioned o r  made 
any s ta tements  o r  d i d  anything about i t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  none t h a t  I r e c a l l  a t  all. 

Q. And how about when you went t o  t h e  4 / 3  with  Colonel 
BARKER? Was t h e r e  anything--do you remember any more about 
i t ?  

A. None a t  a l l .  
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& Any more t a l k  about  i t ?  

A. No, sir,  n o t  of My Lai .  They t a l k e d  a l o t  of 
when--what was it ,  ~ / 3 / 1went i n  t h e r e  and g o t  themselves 
s h o t  up. I mean, My L a i  w a s  b rought  up then  b u t  n o t  t h e  
i n c i d e n t  of t h e  1 5 t h .  

Q- Do you remember h e a r i n g  anybody say  anyth ing  about  
n o t  t a l k i n g  about  this My L a i  t h i n g ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q Nobody i n d i c a t e d  t o  anyone t h a t  you know of t h a t  
they  s h o u l d n ' t  t a l k  about  i t ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e r e  was no d e f i n i t e  o r d e r .  I t h i n k  a f t e r  
a w h i l e  everybody was p r e t t y  w e l l  ashamed of it, you know, 
because s o  many, what they  term " innocent  people1' w e r e  k i l l e d .  

Q Who's " they"  termed? 

A. W e l l  everybody i n  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e .  

Q I s e e ,  t h e r e  w a s  a l o t  of t a l k  about  i nnocen t  peo-
p l e  b e i n g  k i l l e d ?  

A. Yeah, t h i s  seemed t o  be  t h e  g e n e r a l  conc lus ion  ex-
c e p t  f o r  t h e  company involved.  

Q. Which, Capta in  MEDINA' s company? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  C Company. 

Q - Well ,  d i d  they  t a l k  about  it down t h e r e ?  

A. Not a whole l o t ,  no. 

Q - You d o n ' t  f e e l  t hey  were ashamed of i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o .  Because a f t e r  t h i s  we never  
had any more t r o u b l e  o u t  of t h a t  s e c t i o n  of  t h e  AO. I mean 
i t ' s  un fo r tuna t e ,  it r e a l l y  i s ,  t h a t  k i d s  have t o  be involv-
ed  b u t  when a 10-year-old k i d  can throw a hand grenade o r  
shoo t  a r i f l e ,  I mean, h e ' s  j u s t  as  capable  a s  k i l l i n g  you a s  
a f u l l  grown man. You know, then  they  g o t  t o  be  involved.  
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They've go t  t o  be considered. And I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  they 
' were ashamed of it; I don' t t h i n k  t h e  ma jo r i ty  of  them were. 

Q. Did you s e e  anything o u t  t h e r e  t h a t  you were asham-
ed o f ?  

A. W e l l ,  I c a n ' t . .  .. 
Q. O r  ashamed t o  be a p a r t  o f?  

A. Well, I c a n ' t  see  shoot ing  babies .  There ' s  no way 
t h a t  they can h u r t  you. 

Q *  Did you s e e  bab ies  t h a t  were sho t?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I think-- that  i n  t h a t  case t h a t  they 
were e i t h e r  on t h e i r  mothers backs o r  something l i k e  t h i s  
and they j u s t  got  i n  t h e  way. And th i s - - th i s  is  t h e  one + 

t h i n g  t h a t  bo the r s  me y e t .  But t o  me, t h e s e  people were 
a s  much t o  blame f o r  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  t h a t  we took from booby 
t r a p s  a s  t h e  man who wears t h e  hardcore uniform and c a r r i e s  
a r i f l e .  

Q e  Do you th ink  you'd be a b l e  t o  p o i n t  o u t  on t h i s  
a e r i a l  photograph thzngs t h a t  you r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h a t  you've 
i n d i c a t e d  i n  your testimony here?  

A. Well.. .. 
Q. Would you be a b l e  t o  mark a photograph--

A. ( In terpos ing)  A bunch of  people t h a t  were l y i n g  on 
the  road h e r e ,  then  some people along t h i s  road,  t h e  main 
road he re .  

Q. Why don 't we g e t  a photograph h e r e  and we  ' 11 have 
you mark it and in t roduce  it i n t o  evidence.  

A. Okay. Other than t h a t  i t  was j u s t  people s c a t t e r e d  
h e r e  and t h e r e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

(The wi tness  marked t h e  a e r i a l  photo a s  requested.  
It was l a t e r  e n t e r e d  i n t o  evidence a s  Exh ib i t  P-201.) 

Q Okay. We've marked an a e r i a l  photograph he re  wi th  
some i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  you r e c a l l  and can f i x  on this photograph. 
Would you i n d i c a t e  by number what each mark i n d i c a t e s .  Read 
them o f f  one a t  a time. 
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A.  Okay, p o s i t i o n  1, I landed wi th  t h e  second l i f t  i n  
t h e  r i c e  paddy. P o s i t i o n  2 ,  we began f i r i n g  a t  people moving 
on Highway 521. P o s i t i o n  3 ,  we took up p o s i t i o n  on t h e  road 
and I saw about 1 0  t o  15 bodies  s c a t t e r e d  along t h e  road. Po-
s i t i o n  4 was when a smal l  group of G I ' s  searched t h e  hedgerow 
f o r  a weapon from an i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  was bus ted  by a gunship. 
We then went t o  p o s i t i o n  5 about 50 meters o f f  t h e  road and 
we were t o l d  t o  r e t u r n  t o  p o s i t i o n  3 and search  f o r  the  wea-
pon again and we d id .  Someone found t h e  weapon and then w e  
moved t o  p o s i t i o n  6 where t h r e e  o r  four  Vietnamese c h i l d r e n  
were wounded and t h e  machinegunner f i n i s h e d  them o f f .  We went 
t o  p o s i t i o n  7 which i s  back by t h e  LZ,  we r e s t e d  and we went 
i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  P o s i t i o n  8 shows where we secured an LZ f o r  
a dus tof f  and t h i s  i s  where I saw the  bodies of about 15 dead 
people,  women and ch i ld ren .  A s  i n  photo P-41 ,  p o s i t i o n  9 shows 
where we broke f o r  lunch. And p o s i t i o n  10 shows where we cap-
t u r e d  an o l d  Vietnamese man from a tunnel .  

(r Thank you. Now I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you some photo-
graphs.  Perhaps a f t e r  you look a t  these  photographs,  some 
of t h e  scenes o r  ind iv idua l s  i n  t h e  photograph you w i l l  
be a b l e  t o  i d e n t i f y .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  have you look a t  these  photo-
graphs and i f  you can i d e n t i f y  them we w i l l  a l so ,  add them t o  
t h a t  a e r i a l  photograph, i f  you can r e c a l l  where they occurred. 
A t  t h i s  time I ' d  l i k e  t o  have t h e  record r e f l e c t  t h a t  t h e  w i t -
ness is  being shown photographs P-2 through P-42 and photo-
graphs P-56 through P-69. 

(The witness  perused t h e  photographs .) 

A l l  r i g h t ,  I b e l i e v e  t h e  f i r s t  photograph you i n d i c a t e d  you 
could i d e n t i f y  is photograph P-6. What do you i d e n t i f y  on 
t h i s  photo? 

A,  This is t h e  guy t h a t  had the  s e l f - i n f l i c t e d  wound 
and th.ey were t r e a t i n g  him before  t h e  d i l s tof f .  

Q .  Do you recognize any of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h a t  pic-
t u r e ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q. Do you recognize t h e  l o c a l i t y  o r  can you p o i n t  t o  
t h e  l o c a l i t y ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  i t ' s  j u s t  i n s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e  from the  
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dus t o f  f a r e a .  

Q Did you s e e  t h i s  scene? 
, , . 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. You d i d ,  and you t h i n k  i t  was j u s t  n o r t h  of your 
p o s i t i o n  8 on t h e  photograph? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q And you d i d  see  t h a t  scene? 

A. Yes, sir. 

8 Then s h a l l  we add a t h i s  t o  t h e  a e r i a l  photograph? 

A. Ckay. Yes, s i r .  I d i d  n o t  s e e  t h e  wound i n f l i c t e d :  
I saw t h e  t r e a t i n g .  And you can a l s o  add P-7,8,9,and 1 0 .  

Q. Are they a l l  t he  same l o c a l i t y ?  

A. Yes, sir.  Except f o r  t h i s  one. They're ca r ry ing  
him away from t h e  wal l  t h e r e .  

Q ow i f  you look a t  t h i s ,  he i s  s i t t i n g  up he re .  Is 
P-10 taken i n  t h e  same p lace  a s  P-6? 

A. Yes--well, t h i s  is  j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  from t h e  w a l l ;  
t h e  w a l l '  s l i k e  r i g h t  over h e r e  t o  t h e  r i g h t .  

9 Oh, t o  the  r i g h t  of P-lo? 

A.  &ah,  they had him lean ing  up aga.i.:-ist it i n  one o f  
these .  Like w a s  it r i g h t  t h e r e ?  The w a l l  was--

Q. ( In terpos ing)  Was it r i g h t  t h e r e ?  

A. The wa l l  was r i g h t  behind him. Back t h e r e .  

Q Now, how f a r  d i d  they move him from t h e  wal l?  

A. Not very f a r .  
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Q Do you know why they moved him? 

A. I th ink  they  suspected a booby t r a p ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
know. 

Q So, i f  we add on the  a e r i a l  photograph p o i n t  number 
11, would you i n d i c a t e  what you saw a t  t h a t  po in t?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I saw t h e  medics t r e a t i n g  CARTER a s  he 
was dusted o f f .  

Q A s  i n  which photograph, p lease?  

A. This one r i g h t  h e r e .  H e  was--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  Photograph? 

A. He was by t h e  wal l  i n  P-6. 

Q P-6,  okay. Do you recognize any of t h e  people i n  
t h e s e  p i c t u r e s ?  P-8? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  Not by man except  MEDINA. I 
j u s t  saw h i s  c a p t a i n ' s  ba r s  (Exh ib i t  P-8). 

Q you recognize i n  P-8 the  man s tanding  i n  t h e  
second from t h e  r i g h t  of t h e  r e a r  a s  Captain MEDINA? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q Okay, t h e  next  photo you i n d i c a t e d  you could t e l l  
us something about i s  P-13. 

A. Yes, s i r .  T h a t ' s  everybody s i t t i n g  along t h e  edge 
of t h e  road. This road ran r i g h t  along t h e  cdge of  t h e  v i l l age .  

Q And which edges a r e  those? 

A.  It would be r i g h t  he re .  The road when I saw t h e  
people would be i n  t h e  lower p a r t  of  t h e  photo i f  t h e  photo 
was t h a t  b ig .  It  would be--
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Q Do you r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h i s  scene? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q Do you recognize t h e  people t h e r e ?  

A. Not by name, no. 

Q- And is t h i s  where t h e  dus to f f  occurred? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q Was t h e r e  any o t h e r  h e l i c o p t e r  landing  t h e r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s ir .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so .  

Q Did you s e e  HAEBERLE t h a t  morning. 

A. - Yes, s i r ,  I saw him t h e r e .  

Q Di6 he leave? 

A. Urn, he l e f t  sometime dur ing  t h e  day. I have no i d e a  
of what t ime. 

Q The reason I ' m  asking because he re  on ph.otograph 
P-17; does that look t h e  same a.s P-13 t o  you? 

A. W e l l ,  I c a n ' t  remember this d i k e  he re .  

Q. Do you n o t i c e  t h e  g r a s s  i s  k ind  of  pushed down t h e r e ?  

A. Yeah. 

Q HAEBERLE has i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he took t h i s  p i c t u r e  
o u t  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  a s  he was depar t ing  t h e  a rea .  

A. This  could b e ,  s ir ,  I--

Q - ( In terpos ing)  That 's what we--

A.  ( In terpos ing)  He doesn 't--

Q. (Interposing)  And you s e e  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of  t h e  people 
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h e r e  i n  this photograph a long  t h i s  d i k e  and t h i s  a r e a  h e r e ,  
HAEBERLE's i n d i c a t e d  he took P-13 and P-17 a t  t h e  same l o c a t i o n ,  
T h a t ' s  why I wanted t o  ask.  

A. W e l l ,  I know, t h i s  a ,  P-13 was taken  a t  t h e  LZ.  
This  I remember, bu t  I c a n ' t  remember.. .. 

A. P-17 looking  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q What M r .  HAEBERLE i n d i c a t e d  w a s  t h a t  i f  you w e r e  t o  
look o u t  P-17 was t aken  from the--

A. ( In t e rpos ing)  Facing towards them? 

Q Facing towards them. 

A. This could be.  I d o n ' t  know, sir. 

Q Okay. 

A. P-13 I do know i s  t aken  a t  t h e  LZ. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  The nex t  photo t h a t  you s a i d  you recog-
n ized  is P-23. 

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q. And what do you recognize i n  P-23? 

A .  T h a t ' s  J o e ,  t h e  squad l e a d e r ,  checking t h e  maps. 

Q That ' s GRIMES? 

A. Right.  Locat ion unknown. 

Q Okay, t h e  nex t  one w a s  P-31. And wha-t do you recog-
n i z e  i n  P-31? 

A. Oh, t h a t ' s  Highway 521, where t h e  weapons w e r e  found. 
This i s  p a r t  o f  it. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  be ing  Highway 521? 
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A. Y e s ,  sir. I r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h e  bodies  down the re .  

J u s t  l i k e  t h a t ?  . 

Yes , sir .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h i s  scene? Can you i d e n t i f y  
where you saw t h a t  scene on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph he re?  

A. Well, s i r ,  it looks by the  p i c t u r e  t h a t  it would 
be r i g h t  down i n  he re  on the  o t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  path.  

Q - J u s t  t o  t h e  e a s t  of p o s i t i o n  number 3? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q J u s t  south of p o s i t i o n  6 here?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Now, would t h i s  s ta tement  be c o r r e c t  o r  would you
indica te- -

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Right. 

Q Would you s t a t e  what we 've s a i d  t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Would you read  i t  f o r  me p lease?  

A. Went back t o  3 from 5 and searched f o r  a weapon. 
Bel ieves P-31, p i c t u r e  31, was taken  i n  t h i s  genera l  a rea .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  t hen  t h e  next  one you recognize is P-36. 

A. Same as  6 .  

Q P 4 1  is  t h e  next  one t h a t  you've a l ready i d e n t i f i e d .  

A. Right. 

Q- The LZ. Do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  P-42? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  know t h e  l o c a t i o n .  

(BEARDSLEE) 69 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-292 



F O R  OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q You remember see ing  t h a t  man? 

A. Yes , sir. 

& Do you know who s h o t  him? 

A. No, s i r ,  he was long gone before  w e  g o t  t h e r e .  

Q P-59? 

A.  Yes, s i r ,  t h a t ' s  myself about t o  e n t e r  a h u t .  

& DO you remember where t h a t  was? 

A. Somewhere i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Before o r  a f t e r  t h e  LZ? 

A. This was be fo re .  

Q Before t h e  d u s t o f f ?  

A. Before we made t h e  d u s t o f f .  Because t h a t  was t h e  
l a s t  time we 'went i n t o  t h e  unburned p a r t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Was t h i s  a f t e r  you l e f t  p o s i t i o n  7 on the a e r i a l  
photograph en  rou te  t o  p o s i t i o n  8?  

A. &sf  sir. 

Q rn you r e c a l l  t h i s  movement between p o s i t i o n s  7 and 
8? Were you i n s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  we were i n s i d e .  We moved through a corn 
f i e l d ,  w e l l ,  yeah, you can s e e  i t  on t h e  map even. 

Q Where t h e  arrow po in t s  between 7 and 8? 

A.  Yes, s i r ,  r i g h t  e x a c t l y .  

Q And t h e  next  one t h a t  you r e c a l l  i s  'P-60. Who was 
t h a t ?  

A. That 's Joseph. 
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That s GRIMES? 

Yes, sir.  

Do you remember s e e i n g  him posing f o r  t h i s  p i c t u r e ?  

Yes, s i r ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  remember where i n  the  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Did you pose f o r  t h e  photo i n  P-59? 

A. Well, he j u s t  s a i d  t o  go i n  and he 'd  t ake  my p i c t u r e  
s o  I s t a r t e d  i n .  I d i d n ' t  know a c t u a l l y  when he took the  pic-
t u r e .  

Q Okay, the  next  one i s  P-62.  

A. Yes, s i r ,  t h e s e  a r e  people going through the  s t u f f  
t h a t  t h i s  o l d  man was car ry ing .  You can s e e  t h e  body t h e r e .  
This is  by Highway 521 r i g h t  where they  went t o  search  f o r  the 
weapon. 

Q. % i s  was another  i n d i v i d u a l  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  where--
t h i s  scene was taken i n  the  v i c i n i t y  of 3? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you remsmber see ing  t h i s  scene? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q S h a l l  we add t h i s  t o  t h e  a e r i a l  photograph? 

Q. Now, I mean i f  ' t h a t  's--I don1t want. t o  put  anything 
i n t o  your mouth. 

A.  No, t h i s . . . .  

Q What should w e  pu t  on t h a t  a e r i a l  photograph about 
P-62? That it was a l s o  i n  t h e  genera l  a r e a  of p o s i t i o n  3? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  same as  the  o t h e r  one. This road would 
be a t  t h e  bottom of t h e  p i c t u r e .  This would be fac ing  u p h i l l  
towards where t h e  weapons were found. 
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Q So t h i s  would be south of t h e  road? 

A. Yes. 

Q =  This p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  was south  o f  t h e  road? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  i t  was down r i g h t  i n  t h e  d i t c h  r i g h t  here.  

Q . Okay, t h e  next  one is P-64. 

A.  T h a t ' s  us. 

Q Before we leave  P-62,  do you recognize any individuals 
t h e r e ?  

A. The Spanish guy I know b u t  I d o n ' t  know h i s  name, 
d o n ' t  know who he is. 

Q You don 't know h i s  name? 

A. No, s i r ,  I have no idea .  

Q. Okay, P-64. 

A.  That ' s  us moving towards t h e  highway, r i g h t  a f t e r  
our  drop. Right back t h e r e  j u s t  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of those  
t r e e s  i n  where we were dropped. T h a t ' s  t h e  LZ back t h e r e .  

Q To t h e  l e f t  r e a r  of t h e  p i c t u r e ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  r i g h t  t h e r e .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h i s  scene? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q Were these  fel lows t h e  one with you? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q Where were you? 

A. I ' d  be o f f  t o  t h a t  s i d e .  
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Q You were o f f  t o  t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  which would be t o  
t h e  e a s t ?  

A. Well, it would be on t h e  l e f t  f l a n k ,  sir. 

Q .  L e f t  f l ank?  

A. Yes, sir.  

A. And you were heading t o  t h e  south .  That would be 
t h e  e a s t  then  I assume? 

Right.  

Q - You know of any o f  those  men? 

A. Not by name, no, sir.  I know this guy b u t  I d o n ' t  
know h i s  name. T h a t ' s  why I said--

Q. ( In terpos ing)  id you recognize them as being--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  A s  be ing  i n  t h a t  p o s i t i o n ?  

Q- Where were you--where would you t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  phot'.-
graph P-64 i s ?  

A. J u s t  r i g h t  i n  t h e r e .  

Q Right i n  t h e r e ?  

A. Right before  we g o t  t o  t h a t  second hedgerow. 

Q - Okay, do you remember HAEBERLE t a k i n g  t h i s  p i c t u r e ?  

A. bb, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  p i c t u r e .  

Q- Would it be proper t o  s t a t e  then  t h a t  photo P-64 
i s  taken j u s t  t o  the  nor th  of p o s i t i o n  number 2? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  j u s t  before  w e  s t a r t e d  f i r i n g .  

Q. Okay. 

A. A f t e r  t h a t ,  HAEBERLE was k ind  of nervous,  I guess.  

, 
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Q I s e e .  

A .  Didn ' t  t a k e  t o o  many p i c t u r e s .  

A. Yes, s i r ,  t h i s  i s  Sergeant  PHU.  I d o n ' t  know t h e  
loca t ion .  

Q Did you r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h i s  scene? 

A. Kb, sir .  

Q- You j u s t  recognize Sergeant  PHU on t h e  l e f t ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q Okay, now how about P-67? 

A. That ' s  Sergeant  PHU on t h e  r i g h t ,  sir. 

Q Do you remember see ing  t h e  Vietnamese man with t h e  
l i t t l e  ch i ld ren?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q Okay, P-68? 

A. T h a t ' s  myself. I don' t know where t h a t  was taken.  

Q QI t h e  l e f t ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q Do you know who t h e  o t h e r  two men a r e  i n  t h e  p ic tu re?  

A. No., s i r ,  I d o n ' t  recognize then. 

Q Do you remember when t h i s  was taken? 

A. I';b, s i r ,  it  would have t o  be i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  of My 
Lai  because we were burning then .  We d i d n ' t  burn any o t h e r  
v i l l a g e s  except  t h e  one where we took t h e  p r i s o n e r s  by t h e  r ive r*  
But HAEBERLE wasn ' t  wi th  us.  
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Q You don ' t  remember where t h i s  was? 

A. m ,  s i r .  

Before o r  a f5er  t h e  dustoff  o r  unknown? 

A. It would be before the  dustoff  cause a f t e r  t h a t  we 
moved t o  only the  burned p a r t  of the v i l l a g e  on our way ou t .  

Q. This then would be between pos i t ion  7 and 8 on the 
a e r i a l  photograph? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q *  F180 again is  a p i c tu re  of you? 

A.  Right. This one r i g h t  he re  I be l ieve  was r i g h t  a f t e r  
t he  dustof f, w e  were moving through t h e r e  bu t  I can' t--I can 't 
say f o r  sure .  That ' s  Joe r i g h t  the re .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. You recognize GRIMES as second from the l e f t ?  

71 n. Yes, sir.  I be l ieve  tile v i i i a g e  is back i n  this 
d i r ec t i on  bu t  I can ' t . . . .  

Q U p  t o  the r i g h t  of  t he  photo? 

A. Yeah, I c a n ' t  say f o r  su re .  Over here  would be i n  
t h e  upper p a r t  of t he  photo was where the  h i l l  was. See, you 
can s ee  t he  t r e e s  s t a r t i ng '  t o  go up r i g h t  t he re .  

Q - What h i l l  was t h i s ?  

A. This one. 

Q Oh, I see .  

A. We were over here .  W e l l ,  over here  moving t h i s  way. 
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That  was s o u t h e a s t  o u t  of  p o s i t i o n  8? 

Ye ah . 
Okay. And P-183? 

A. T h a t ' s  Se rgean t  P H U  aga in .  I d o n ' t  know t h e  
l o c a t i o n .  

Q- You remember s e e i n g  t h e  man? 

A. Not t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  p r i s o n e r ,  s ir .  

Q- Okay, I , ' d  l i k e  t o  show you photoqraph P-46 .  I 
b e l i e v e  you w e r e  shown t h i s  e a r l i e r .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  ~ 
Q. W e  have marked on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph t h a t  you 
a t e  o r  s topped  f o r  lunch i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  a d i t c h ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  1 
Q And you've marked i t  on t h e  photograph a s  number 9? ~ 
A. I b e l i e v e  it was e i t h e r  r i g h t  h e r e ,  o r  down h e r e .  
I c a n ' t - - i t  was a t  t h e  end o f  a  d i t c h .  This  i s  a l l  i know. 

Q =  W e l l ,  y o u ' r e  p o i n t i n g  a t  P-46 t o  t h e  "L" p a r t  of 
it; t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t  o f  it--

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Right .  I 
Q. The p a r t  t h a t  runs  g e n e r a l l y  e a s t  and w e s t .  Is 
p o s i t i o n  9 t h e n  where you 've  i n d i c a t e d  on t h e  a e r i a l  photo-
graph g e n e r a l l y  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  That  must have been t aken  a  whi le  af ter  
My L a i .  

Q- Do you recognize  anyone i n  t h a t  photograph o r  t h a t  
scene?  
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A .  No, s i r ,  I don ' t .  This  would be a t  t h a t  LZ j u s t  
ou t s ide  t h e  v i l l a g e .  This would be r e a l  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning. 

Q Ib you remember see ing  t h i s  scene? 

A. I remember t h e  l o c a t i o n ,  yes ,  s i r ,  b u t  t h a t  p a r t i c -
u l a r  p i c t u r e ,  no. But, t h a t  would be t h e  LZ. That would be 
r i g h t  on t h e  LZ almost and they would be moving towards t h e  
highway, g e n e r a l l y ,  I b e l i e v e .  

Q 0 Would you l i k e  t o  e n t e r  t h i s  photograph i n t o  evidence? 

A. I couldn ' t  say f o r  s u r e  t h a t  this is it, but that ' s  
what it .looked l i k e .  

Q Can you p o s i t i v e l y  i d e n t i f y  t h a t  a r e a  as being near  
t h a t  LZ? 

A. Yes, s ir ,  t h a t  i s  on t h i s  side of the  v i l l a g e .  

Q - It's on t h e  west s i d e  of  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yks, sir. 

( A  photograph of t h e  LZ a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  taken on 1 6  
March 1 9 6 8  by LT ALAUX was marked and en te red  i i l to  e-vidence 
as  Exh ib i t  P-202.) 

Q. You recognize P-202 as  be ing ,  can you p o i n t  ou t  t h e  
, l o c a t i o n  o f  P-202 on the  a e r i a l  photograph? 

A. -Yes, s i r ,  it would be r i g h t  i n  t h e r e .  I n  f a c t ,  
would t h i s  be t h e  bottom f i g u r e s  t h a t  you see?  

Q P k l l . . . .  

A. I ' m  n o t  su re .  

Q. Do you th ink  t h a t ' s  where i t  i s ?  

A. Poss ib ly .  I c o u l d n ' t  say f o r  s u r e ,  s ir .  

Q. But you t h i n k  i t  was i n  t h e  a rea?  
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A. Yeah, y e s ,  sir.  

Q. Do you remember t h e  t e r r a i n ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. Okay, a f t e r  t h e  a e r i a l  photograph photo P-202 i n  
the--in t h e  genera l  a r e a  t h e r e ?  

A. Right.  

Q- I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you P-195. This is  a photograph 
of My Lai ( 4 ) ,  w h i d  is h e r e ,  j u s t  under t h e  p i c t u r e .  This 
is  t h e  Highway 521 down h e r e  i n  t h e  lower r ight-hand corner .  

A. Right.  

Q And y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  t h i s  cross-shaped woodline is 
t h i s  a r e a  r i g h t  he re .  

A. Right. 

Q- And you've i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you both  came down gener-
a l l y  t o  t h e  west of  t h i s  l i t t l e  d ike  area?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q= And took up p o s i t i o n  and then  went over he re  as 
i n d i c a t e d  on p o s i t i o n  6 on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph. Is t h i s  
what My Lai looked l i k e  t o  you on 1 6  March? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. . Do you r e c a l l  anything more about t h e  t e r r a i n  a s  
t o  where t h e  t h r e e  l i t t l e  c h i l d r e n  were? 

A. Well, it would have t o  be on t h i s  path cause then  
t h e  photo--this i s  a d i t c h  and i t ' s  kind of a l i t t l e - - I  s t i l l  
c a n ' t  r e c a l l  p o s i t i v e l y  see ing  t h i s  d i t c h .  I do r e c a l l  t h i s  
pa th  jo in ing  the  highway, 

A. I s e e .  And P-196 i s  taken from a l i t t l e  f a r t h e r  
back and i t ' s  k ind  of dark.  

78 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-292 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. This  must have been r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  a i r  s t r i k e .  

Q* Was t h e r e  an a i r  s t r i k e ?  

A. Oh, yeah, a ahopper, gunships--

Q e  ( In te rpos ing)  Suppression? 

A. Right.  

Q Was t h e r e  a r t i l l e r y ?  O r  do you know? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir .  I c o u l d n ' t  say p o s i t i v e l y .  

Q .  1 1 ,  you n o t i c e  t h i s  is Highway 521 h e r e  running 
from t h e  r i g h t  edge of t h e  p i c t u r e  o u t  t o  t h e  l e f t .  

A. Yes, s ir .. 
Q - A p i c t u r e  taken from o u t  of a chopper and i t ' s  f u l l  
he re .  Can you recognize t h a t  a s  M y  Lai  ( 4 )  ? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. The weapon would be--was t o  be found 
r i g h t  i n  t h i s  hedgerow leading  o f f  he re .  

Q J u s t  exac t ly  where you poin ted  t o  p o s i t i o n  number 
4 ?  

Q Okay. I show you photograph P-200. Do you recog-
n i z e  anyone i n  t h a t  photograph? 

A .  Yes, s i r ,  on t h e  r i g h t  i s  Colonel BAIXKER and t h i s  
i s  a general--General TERRY--General YOUNG. 

Q .  Second on the  r i g h t ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  The l i e u t e n a n t  co lone l  I d o n ' t  know, 
s i r .  

Q*. And t h e  cen te r?  

A. And t h e  cen te r .  ... 
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Q. Did you ever  s e e  him? 

A. I f  I d i d  it wasn ' t  very o f t e n ,  s ir .  

Q Okay, and who's t h e  man on the  l e f t ?  

A. , I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  

a - m you recognize t h e  a r e a  t h e r e  where t h i s  p i c t u r e  
i s  taken? 

A. I b e l i e v e ,  s i r ,  t h i s  i s  the  LZ on LZ D o t t i e ,  t he  
way t h e  a i r s t r i p  i s  b u i l t  up and f l a t t e n e d  o f f  on top .  

& You n o t i c e  t h e r e ' s  a jeep here .  

A .  yes ,  s i r .  

Q- ' Do you know whose jeep  t h a t  was? 

A. Well, i t ' s  n o t  mine. 

Q - i t ' s  n o t  Colonel BARKER'S jeep? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q. How can you t e l l ?  

A. Well ,  he d i d n ' t  have h i s  a e r i a l  t i e d  down l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. I see .  

A. This would have t o  be somebody e l s e ' s  jeep because 
h i s  was t i e d  t o  the  back. H i s  was i n  b e t t e r  shape than t h a t ,  
too.  

Q. I s e e .  You know who's h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  was i n  t h e  
background? 

A. N ,  s i r ,  I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h i s  group of  i n d i v i d u a l s  to-
ge the r  when you were with Colonel BARKER a t  any time? 
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A. No, sir.  

Q. You weren ' t  p resen t?  

A. I d o n s t  b e l i e v e  so ,  sir.  

a- Okay, I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you photograph P-199.  

A. The man on t h e  r i g h t  i s  Colonel BARKER and t h e  
genera l  a t  t h e  same l o c a t i o n ,  I b e l i e v e .  Our headquarters  
jeeps were a l l  "J," s o  t h a t  i s  no t  a headquarters  jeep; I 
d o n ' t  know whose i t  is .  Oh, t h a t ' s  an M P  jeep. 

c2 • An MP jeep? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  m i l i t a r y  po l i ce .  

Q- I see .  How do you i d e n t i f y  t h a t ?  

A. By t h e  f l a s h e r  on t h e  l e f t  hand s i d e .  

Q .  Do you know how t h a t  would have come t o  be the re?  

A. Well, I ' d -have t o  say t h a t  Colonel BARKER was 
using an MP jeep because I was a t  My Lai ;  s o  t h i s  was probably 
taken dur ing  My La io  

Q .  Do you th ink  he wasn ' t  using your jeep? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r ,  b u t  Colonel BARKER always used 
me as  a d r i v e r ,  and my jeep whenever I was the re .  So this 
would probably be whi le  I was a t  My Lai .  

Q Were t h e r e  MP jeeps assigned t o  Te.,k Force Barker? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q .  Who would be d r i v i n g  those jeeps? 

A. The e n l i s t e d  men, most l i k e l y ,  sir.  O r  t h e  se rgean t  
i n  charge. I d o n ' t  know h i s  name. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  whi le  you were ever  a t  Task Force 
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Barker and d r i v i n g  f o r  Colonel BARKER any time when he took 
an MP jeep r a t h e r  than  t ak ing  you and your jeep? 

A. No, s i r ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q .  How about photograph P-19 8? 

A. S i r ,  t h e  man on . the r i g h t  i s  an e n l i s t e d  MP, t h e  
man i n  t h e  c e n t e r  i s  Colonel BARKER, and the  genera l  i s  Gene-
r a l  YOUNG. This was talten a t  LZ Dott ie .  This would be fac ing  
towards t h e  west ,  O r  f ac ing ,  no, it would be f a c i n g  towards 
t h e  nor th ,  on t o p  of t h e  LZ. 

Q. I see.  Do you know t h e  man on t h e  r i g h t ?  

A. I d o n s t  know h i s  name, s i r ,  no. He's one of the  
MP's a t t ached  t o  Task Force Barker. 

Q I see .  Okay. Is t h e r e  anything e l s e  t h a t  w e  can 
add t o  t&is a e r i a l  photograph? 

A. Nothing I can th ink  o f ,  sir. 

Q. I see .  Would you be w i l l i n g  t o  s i g n  t h i s  photo-
graph? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q P lease  s i g n  it w i t h  t h e  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  it was pre-
pared from memory a t  Washington, D .  C.  on 31 January 1970. 
(The wi tness  s igned t h e  photograph. ) 

(Aer ia l  photograph a s  annotated by MR BEARDSLEE 
was marked and en te red  i n t o  evidence as  Exh ib i t  P-201.) 

A t  t h i s  time I ' d  l i k e  t o  g ive  you an opportuni ty 
t o  say anything t h a t  you'd c a r e  t o  f o r  the  record.  

A. This i s  on record? 

Q - Yes. Anything t h a t  you'd ca re  t o  say? 

A. Well, I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  Lieutenant  CALLEY i n  a l l  
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j u s t i c e  should be prosecuted un les s  you drag  up every  war 
crime t h a t  every  American G I  had e v e r  committed. 

& T h a t ' s  a l l  you want t o  say? 

A. Y e s  , sir. 

Q. W e l l ,  we a p p r e c i a t e  i t .  W e  understand t h a t  t h i s  
ope ra t ion  on 1 6  March 1968 r e c a l l s  some memories f o r  you. 
Perhaps t h e y r r e  no t  a l l  p l e a s a n t  ones.  W e  a p p r e c i a t e  your 
coming i n  today and t a l k i n g  t o  us  and your h e l p  has  been of  
immeasurable b e n e f i t  t o  t h e  proceedings o f  t h i s  i n q u i r y .  
There ' s  j u s t  one f i n a l  t h i n g  I ' d  l i k e  t o  t a l k  b r i e f l y  about 
be fo re  w e  c l o s e  and t h a t ' s  wi th  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h i s  inves t iga -
t i o n  t h a t  Colonel  BARKER mentioned. Did any of  t h e  o t h e r  
s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  on t h e  Task Force Barker s t a f f  mention any-
t h i n g  about t h i s  o r  d i d  they d i s c u s s  i t ?  I t  would seem t h e r e  
should have been more s a i d  perhaps.  

A. S i r ,  poss ib ly  more could  have been s a i d  b u t  it was 
o u t  o f  my hands. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  whether o r  n o t  when Colonel BARKER 
s a i d  t h i s  Major CALHOUN was p r e s e n t ?  

A. I t ' s  p o s s i b l e ,  s i r .  

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l ?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q e  Rid you t a l k  t o  any o f  t h e  o t h e r  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  
a t  Task Force Barker? 

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q - About i t ?  

A. N o ,  sir.  

Q. You didn ' t hea r  any o f  them say  anything about i t ?  
They d i d n ' t  do anything wi th  r e f e r e n c e  t o  what Colonel BARKER 
had s a i d ?  
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A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  no,  s i r .  

Q . And you d i d n ' t  h e a r  anything when you g o t  down t o  
t h e  4 / 3  about it? B/4 /3?  O r  any o f  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h a t  
day? 

A .  No, s ir .  

Q - Well, s i r ,  a g a i n  we a p p r e c i a t e  your e f f o r t s  and w e  
a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  t r i p  you had t o  make t o  g e t  h e r e .  We thank 
you very much f o r  appear ing be f o r e  us .  

A .  Okay. 

Q We would hope t h a t  whatever w e  've  d i scussed  h e r e ,  
whatever you 've  seen ,  would be k e p t  i n  confidence and w e  hope 
t h a t  you w i l l  n o t  d i s c u s s  it w i t h  any b u t  proper  a u t h o r i t i e s  
be  they j u d i c i a l ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e .  We thank 
you very much. Thank you. 

A. Okay, thank you. 

(The h e a r i n g  r ecessed  a t  1323 h o u r s ,  31 January 
1970 .) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: B I D D I X ,  Boyd J.  SFC 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 2 3  J anua ry  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 -MARCH 1968: F i e l d  F i r s t  S e r g e a n t  o f  
Task Force  Barker .  . 


The w i t n e s s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  h i s  d u t i e s  i n v o l v e d  incoming 
r e s u p p l y ,  ammunition, and s e c u r i t y  o f  t h e  p e r i m e t e r  a t  
Landing Zone ~ o t t i e(pg. 3 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  had 
a b s o l u t e l y  no r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  16 March 
1968,  n o r  of any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pgs .  5 ,  6 ,  1 0 ) .  
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(The hear ing  was reconvened 0927 hours ,  2 3  January 
1970.) 

MR WEST: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: T h e  following persons a r e  p r e s e n t :  MR WEST, COL 
FRANKLIN and MAJ COOP. I have two e x h i b i t s  t o  be en te red  
i n t o  t h e  record.  F i r s t  is a memorandum f o r  Lieutenant  General 
PEERS,  sub jec t :  Interview with M r .  Ronald L .  HAEBERLE, da ted  
2 2  January 1 9 7 0 .  This memorandum w i l l  be marked f o r  i d e n t i -
f i c a t i o n  a s  Exh ib i t  M-52. The second is an a e r i a l  photograph 
annotated by M r .  HAEBERLE which i s  en te red  i n t o  evidence and 
marked as  Exh ib i t  P-188. 

The next  witness  is Sergeant  F i r s t  Class  Boyd J. 
B I D D I X .  

(SFC Boyd J.  B I D D I X  was c a l l e d  a s  a wi tness ,  was 
sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  a s  follows :) 

W i l l  you s t a t e  your f u l l  name, grade ,  S o c i a l  Secu-
r i t y  number, branch of s e r v i c e ,  o rgan iza t ion ,  and s t a t i o n .  

A. Sergeant  F i r s t  Class  Boyd J. B I D D I X ,  I 

Warrant O f f i c e r  Candidate Company A ,  Bunter Army A i r f i e l d ,  
Georgia, United S t a t e s  A r m y .  

WEST: Sergeant B I D D I X ,  have you read  t h e  prepared s t a t e -
ment concerning t h e  na ture  and purpose of  t h i s  inqu i ry?  

A. I have, sir. 

Q You ' l l  r e c a l l  t h a t  it was s t a t e d  i n  t h e r e  t h a t  a l -
though you have been i n s t r u c t e d  n o t  t o  d i scuss  your testimony 
i n  t h i s  i n q u i r y  with o t h e r s ,  t h a t  t h i s  wouldn' L apply t o  a 
proceeding be fo re  an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  judic-
i a l  body, o r  i f  it was a p a r t  of your o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s  t o  do 
so .  You may n o t  be aware of it b u t  t h e r e  i s  a subcoxmittee 
of t h e  House Armed Services  Committee which i s  looking i n t o  
t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t .  They a r e  c a l l i n g  some witnesses  inc lu -
d ing  some people who have appeared before  us .  When you a r e  
d i r e c t e d  n o t  t o  d iscuss  your testimony h e r e  t h i s ,  of course,  
wouldn ' t apply t o  any congressional  subcommittee. 

A. Right,  s ir .  
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Q Have you rece ived  any o rde r  from t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge 
i n  t h e  case of t h e  United- S t a t e s  v. Calley o r  t h e  United Sta tes  
v. Mi tchel l?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge. 

Q I th ink  you would recognize it. Perhaps a l e t t e r  
from t h e  t r i a l  counsel  i n  t h e  Cal ley case o r  a l e t t e r  from 
t h e  t r i a l  counsel  i n  t h e  Mitchel l  case.  The s u b j e c t  of these  
o rde r s  which have been i s sued  t o  t h e  wi tnesses  i n  those cases  
i s  a caut ion  o r  d i r e c t i o n  n o t  t o  d i scuss  p u b l i c l y  what might 
be evidence i n  t h e  cases .  The purpose is t o  preserve  t h e  
r i g h t s  of t h e  accused f o r  a f a i r  t r i a l  o r  from pre jud ice  t o  
a f a i r  t r i a l .  

Sergeant  B I D D I X ,  would you t e l l  us  what your dut-
i e s  were on t h e  16 th  of March, 1968 and your o u t f i t ?  

A. My o rgan iza t ion ,  s i r ,  was 11th  I n f a n t r y  Brigade, 
3/1. But I was TDY t o  F i r e  Base Dot t i e .  I was a f i e l d  f i r s t  
t h e r e ,  sir .  I more o r  l e s s  handled everyth ing  o u t s i d e  of 
headquar ters  a s  f a r  a s  supply ,  resupply ,  s e c u r i t y  of t h e  per-
ime te r ,  per imeter--s tuff  l i k e  t h i s .  

Q Were you f i e l d  f i r s t  f o r  Task Force Barker? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q D o  you know Sergeant  WARREN? 

A. Sergeant '  WARREN, s i r ,  was a m i l i t a r y  policeman, 
N C O I C ,  I be l i eve .  

Q We have an i n d i c a t i o n  from h i s  testimony t h a t  he  
was involved t o  some e x t e n t  wi th  t h e  admin i s t r a t ion  of Land-
ing  Zone D o t t i e .  Could you t e l l  us  what your r e c o l l e c t i o n  
of his d u t i e s  were? How he funct ioned t h e r e ?  

A. T h e  only knowledge I have, s i r ,  i s  he was the  NCOIC 
of t h e  m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e .  

(20 Okay, could you t e l l  us  i n  a l i t t l e  more d e t a i l  
what your d u t i e s  were and what you d i d ?  This i s  on o r  about 
t h e  time of 1 6  March 1968. 
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A. Right ,  sir.  Task Force Barker headquarters  s t a f f  
was very unders t rength .  I wouldn ' t  s ay  unders t rength ,  b u t  
we d i d n ' t  have too  many personnel r i g h t  i n  t h e  headquar ters  
group. So I worked d i r e c t l y  with and f o r  Master Sergeant 
JOHNSON, who was i n  b a t t a l i o n  headquar ters ,  and took c a r e  of 
j u s t  about anything except  t roops and what have vou l i k e  t h i s  
ou t s ide  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  headquar ters ,  s i r .  This i s  incoming 
resupply,  ammunition, s e c u r i t y  of t h e  per imeter ,  i n spec t ing  
it, bu i ld ing  it up every day, superv i s ing  t h a t .  

Q. You w e r e  p r a c t i c a l l y  a headquar ters  commandant,
it sounds t o  me. 

A. I d o n ' t  know about t h a t ,  s i r .  

Q Well, you had a wide scope of d u t i e s .  

A. Very d e f i n i t e l y .  They k e p t  me q u i t e  busy, sir .  

Q Who was i n  charge of t h e  mess, t h e  cooks? Was t h a t  
one of  your r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ?  

A. No, s ir ,  I was n o t  i n  charge of t h e  mess. I was 
only re spons ib le  f o r  g e t t i n g  t h e  r a t i o n s  from t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
pad down t o  the messhal l  and g e t t i n g  s u p p l i e s  o u t  t o  t h e  pad. 

Q. Were you involved i n  supplying companies t h a t  were 
i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  sending o n t  r a t i o n s  and o t h e r  s u p p l i e s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  only as  t o  loading  it on t h e  C & C s h i p  
and what t o  send out .  

Q W e l l ,  was t h i s  resupply normally conducted with 
the  C & C h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. Normally, s i r .  

Q O r  d i d  you g e t  a Huey i n ?  

A. W e l l ,  I would say  i t  was about 50-50, sir.  When-
' e v e r  t h e r e  happened t o  be a shortage--if  t h e r e  happened t o  
be a  shor tage  of h e l i c o p t e r s ,  I have known t h e  C&C s h i p  
t o  t ake  them o u t  of Chu La i ,  s ir .  This has been s o  long; some 
of t h i s  is  coming back. 
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Q I unders tand .  We a r e  a sk ing  you t o  r e c a l l  t h i n g s  
t h a t  took p l ace  a lmost  2 y e a r s  ago ,  2 2  mon.ths ago. Do you 
r e c a l l  what is b road ly  c a l l e d  t h e  Son My o p e r a t i o n  on which 
Task Force Barker g o t  an  A0 ex tens ion?  On t h e  1 6 t h  o f  March 
they moved i n  a g a i n s t  t h e  hamlet  o f  My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  and Bravo Cornp-
any landed t o  t h e  e a s t ,  went i n  t o  t h e  e a s t  a g a i n s t  some o t h e r  
hamlets?  

A.  All I can h o n e s t l y  s a y ,  s i r ,  is I know some o f  t h e  
C A ' s  t h a t  were made, and I h e a r d  a l o t  of  t a l k  about  a p l a c e  
c a l l e d  P i n k v i l l e .  T h a t ' s  a l l .  I never  d i d  h e a r  no th ing  men-
t i o n e d  about  My La i  and what have you. There a g a i n ,  I d i d  
not- - I  was n o t  i n  headqua r t e r s  a l l  t h e  t ime .  I was o u t  on 
my job . 
Q. @11, it may be  a t  t h e  t ime  they  t a l k e d  about  Pink-
v i l l e  because i t  i s  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  a r e a .  The r e a l  P i n k v i l l e  
was My Lai  ( I ) ,  and t h e r e  were o t h e r  l i t t l e  hamle ts  marked on 
t h e  map t h a t  ran  up t o  My ~ a i( 6 ) .  C h a r l i e  Company though,  
you may r e c a l l ,  on t h e  morning o f  16  March 1968 made a combat 
a s s a u l t  on My Lai ( 4 ) ,  and t h e i r  miss ion  was a s e a r c h  and de-
s t r o y  miss ion  going i n t o  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  They were t o  con t inue  
o n ,  and l a t e r  i n  t h e  day j o i n  up wi th  Bravo which had d r i f t e d  
i n  t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  them. Then they  conducted f u r t h e r  o p e r a t i o n s  
f o r  t h e  n e x t  2 o r  3 days towards t h e  s e a .  I assume you have 
read  t h e  p u b l i c i t y  i n  t h e  newspaper ove r  t h e  l a s t  2 months. 

A .  My f i r s t  i n d i c a t i o n ,  s i r ,  w a s  th rough  t h e  news, 
p r e s s ,  and TV. 

Q Well ,  w e r e  you on Landing Zone D o t t i e  on 1 5  March 
196 8? 

A. To t h e  b e s t  o f  my knowledge, s i r ,  I never  l e f t  
t h e r e  excep t  f o r  very  s h o r t  p e r i o d s  o f  t i m e ,  maybe an hour  
o r  s o  once o r  tw ice  t o  go i n t o  Chu La i  f o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
m a t t e r s  such as pay. 

Q - Do you r e c a l l  on t h a t  day ,  o r  perhaps  a s h o r t  t ime 
b e f o r e ,  a memorial s e r v i c e  b e i n g  h e l d  f o r  some men of  C h a r l i e  
Company who had been k i l l e d ?  

A. I remember some memorial s e r v i c e s  which I d i d  n o t  
a t t e n d ,  b u t  I could  n o t  s p e c i f y  a d a t e .  Of c o u r s e ,  they  had 
t h r e e  o r  f o u r  t h e r e ,  sir.  My d u t i e s  k e p t  me q u i t e  busy. I 
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was going from the t i m e  I g o t  up i n  t h e  morning t o  l a t e  a t  
n i g h t ,  and it was o u t s i d e  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  headqua r t e r s .  

Q Did you handle  ammunition supply?  

A . When t h e  t r u c k s  came i n  from Chu Lai  or  however 
they brought  it i n ,  s i r ,  I would p u t  it i n  an ammo bunker. 
Then i f  I r ece ived  o r d e r s  t o  t a k e  a c e r t a i n  amount up t o  
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  pad f o r  a h e l i c o p t e r ,  t h i s  I d i d .  

Q How about t h e  infantrymen? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d  n o t  supply t h e  infantrymen.  

Q Who d id?  

A. W e l l ,  I t h i n k  th i s - - the  ammo supp ly ,  s i x ,  was tu rn -
ed ove r  t o  each i n f a n t r y  o u t f i t ,  t o  t h e  CO and what have you, 
t o  t h e  b e s t  of  my knowledge. I d i d  a s s i s t  on occas ion ,  b u t  I 
was n o t  d i r e c t l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  supply t h e  i n f a n t r y ,  s ir .  

Q. W e l l ,  I thought  it might h e l p  you r e c a l l  some o f  
t h e  e v e n t s .  On t h e  evening of  1 5  March 1968, most of  C h a r l i e  
Company was assembled on Landing Zone D o t t i e  i n  bunkers.  They 
were c a l l e d  t o g e t h e r  by Cap ta in  MEDINA. H e  assembled t h e  corn-
pany and d e s c r i b e d  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  upcoming t h e  n e x t  day ,  be-
ginning on t h e  1 6 t h  of March w i t h  C h a r l i e  Company be ing  l i f t e d  
i n t o  t h e  l and ing  zone wes t  of t h i s  l i t t l e  hamlet  o f  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  
Now t h i s  was s o u t h ,  a l i t t l e  e a s t  o f  Landing Zone D o t t i e ;  
about 12  o r  1 4  k i lome te r s  s o u t h ,  a l i t t l e  east  o f  Landing Zone 
Do t t i e .  Afterward,  t h e  men o f  t h e  company w e r e  s u p p l i e d  w i t h  
ammunition. Many of them took  extra ammunition wi th  them be-
cause they  expec ted  a h a r d  f i g h t .  I wonder i f  you r e c a l l  t h i s  
assembly of  t h e  company? 

A.  D e f i n i t e l y  n o t ,  s ir .  I a t t e n d e d  no assembl ies  of  
t h e  company f o r  a b r i e f i n g  be£o r e  any o p e r a t i o n ,  s i r .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  a t  a l l  upon My La i  ( 4 )  ? 

A. I r e c a l l  . ope ra t ions ,  s ir ,  b u t  t h a t  name u n t i l  re -
c e n t l y ,  My L a i ,  never  d i d  r i n g  a b e l l  with m e .  I may have 
heard it under something else. 

@. P i n k v i l l e ,  i n  t h e  middle o f  March, 1968? Do you 
r e c a l l  t h a t ?  
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A .  I r e c a l l  going o u t  on C A ' s  and what have you i n  
t h a t  v i c i n i t y  somewhere o u t  on t h i s  l i t t l e  peninsula ,  s i r ,  
and t h a t ' s  a l l .  I d i d  n o t  g e t  involved with t h a t .  Well, 
it was j u s t  ou t  of my l i n e  as f a r  as  my job was concerned. 

Q W 1 1 ,  t h e  1 6 t h  of March was a p r e t t y  busy day. 

A. I took my orders  d i r e c t l y  from Master Sergeant JOHN-
SON. He was t h e  only man that--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  C h a r l i e  Company was taken i n  t h a t  
morning t o  a landing  zone west of  My Lai ( 4 )  i n  t h r e e  l i f t s ,  
and t h e r e  were about n i n e  s l i c k s ,  I t h i n k ,  used t h a t  morning. 
A couple of  qunships accompanied them. An aero-scout t e r n  
was suppor t ing  them, a bubbletop and a couple o f  gunships.  
Severa l  command and c o n t r o l  h e l i c o p t e r s  were i n  and o u t  t h a t  
morning. A l o t  of r e f u e l i n g  and ammunition resupply was 
going on t h a t  morning. 

A. I know I always t r i e d  t o  g e t  i n t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
headquarters  and t r i e d  t o  overhear  some of t h e  r a d i o  con-
v e r s a t i o n ,  bu t  I never d id  acqu i re  t h e  t ime o r  what have you. 
The only t ime I d i d  h e a r  anything would be over  t h e  Colonel ' s  
jeep when they would t a k e  t h e  co lone l  up t o  t h e  he l ipad .  Once 
i n  a whi le ,  I would h e a r  a few words. I know I keep repeat-
i n g  t h a t ,  s i r ,  but  due t o  t h e  shor tage  of personnel  my job 
k e p t  me--I d i d n ' t  know too  much of a c t u a l l y  what was going 
on as  f a r  a s  b a t t a l i o n  headquarters .  

Q Well, do you r e c a l l  hea r ing  about an opera t ion  
i n t o  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  i n  which a l a r g e  number of c i v i l i a n s ,  
Vietnamese r e s i d e n t s ,  were k i l l e d ?  

A. & f i n i t e l y  n o t ,  s i r .  

Q You d i d n ' t  h e a r  any t a l k  about t h i s  around Landing 
Zone Dot t i e  o r  anywhere e l s e ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q Did you .ever  hea r  o f  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  being con-
ducted i n t o  what had happened t h . a t  morning i n  t h e  hamlet of 
My Lai ( 4 ) ?  

A. No, s i r ,  t h e  only t h i n g  t h a t  I can even--Captain 
MEDINA, I overheard,  and I f o r g e t  how I overheard t h i s  in fo r -
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mation, mentioned t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he had a c c i d e n t a l l y  s h o t  a 
Vietnamese woman, and t h i s  was be ing  i n v e s t i g a t e d .  That 
i s  - a l l  t h e  knowledge I had,  sir .  

Q W 1 1 ,  t h a t  was p a r t  of  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  Do you re-
c a l l  when t h i s  was? 

A .  What d a t e ,  s i r ?  ( I n d i c a t e s  negat ive .  1 

& Did anyone eve r  come around and ques t ion  you a t  
a l l  about i t ?  

A. N o ,  s i r .  

& J.B you know if anyone else was e v e r  quest ioned by 
an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q- Ctid you hea r  t h a t  somebody had t a l k e d  t o  Char l i e  
Company and t o l d  them n o t  t o  t a l k  about t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q. Do you know anything about C h a r l i e  Company a t  all? 

A. The only t h i n g  I know about Char l i e  Company, sir ,  
is I ' m  f z m i l i a r  w i t h  Captain MEDINA t o  a s m a l l  ex+-ent because 
I ' v e  seen  him a t  t h e  C P ,  h i s  company C P ,  once i n  a whi le ,  while  
I was on t h e  f i r e  base.  I would see him e n t e r i n g  and depart-
i n g  b a t t a l i o n  headquar ters  while I was o u t  on t h e  job. 

Q- Did you e v e r  s e r v e  under Captain MEDINA? 

A.  No, sir. 

Q. Lieutenant  CALLEY? 

A .  Kb, s i r ,  d e f i n i t e l y  no t .  

Q Lieutenant  BROOKS? 

A. No, s ir .  

capta in  MICHLES? He was t h e  Bravo Company commander, 
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A .  Right ,  s i r .  I knew him but I d i d  n o t  s e r v e  under 
him, sir.  

Q. Do you remember when Colonel BARKER was k i l l e d ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  There aga in  w i t h  Captain  MICIILES, s i r ,  
I would speak t o  him l i k e ,  "Good morning, s i r "  o r  something 
as  he came.i n  our b a t t a l i o n  headquar te rs .  

Q To what e x t e n t  was smoking mari juana a problem i n  
Task Force Barker? 

A. To my knowledge, s i r ,  I on ly  overheard of one i n -
c i d e n t ,  p o s s i b l y ,  t h a t  may have happened i n  a bunker. I had 
no informat ion  on it. Now, i f  t h e r e  was, I don' t even know 
t h e  f a c t s  on t h a t ,  s i r .  

Q. Do you know o f  any i n s t a n c e s  where men were cour t -
m a r t i a l e d  for possess ion  o r  s a l e  of  mari juana i n  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  
du r ing  t h e  t ime Task Force Barker e x i s t e d ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  that any men of C h a r l i e  Company 
o r  Bravo Company went i n t o  combat under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of 
mari juana? 

A. = f i n i t e l y  n o t ,  sir.  

a id -.o.- ever hear of any i a v e s t i g a t i o n s  going on 
w i t h i n  Task Force Barker concerning possess ion  o r  use  of  
mari  j uana? 

A. The only t h i n g  I know, s ir ,  is t h e y  were watching 
f o r  t h i s  a t  a l l  t i m e s .  

COL FRANKLIN: Sergeant  B I D D I X ,  what was your MOS i n  Vietnam 
a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. 11 Bravo, s i r ,  i n f a n t r y .  

Q . Where d i d  you come from, your o r g a n i z a t i o n  p r i o r  
t o  Task Force Barker? 
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A. C/3/1. I was s e n t  up t h e r e  t o  work as t h e  f i e l d  
f i r s t  f o r  Colonel BARKER. Up t o  t h a t  time u n t i l  I g o t  t h e r e ,  
I d i d n ' t  know why I was be ing  s e n t  up t h e r e .  

Q- In  C/3/1 what was your job? 

A. I was platoon s e r g e a n t  of t h e  2d Platoon,  sir. 

Q Okay, and a f t e r  Task Force Barker was d isso lved  
where did you go? 

A. Back t o  C/3/1, s i r .  For approximately 2 weeks I 
was with the--maybe n o t  t h a t  long ,  maybe a week and a h a l f ,  
I was a t  F i r e  Base Bronco. I was t h e r e  with t h e  m i l i t a r y  in -
t e l l i g e n c e .  Then I went back t o  my o r i g i n a l  u n i t  as platoon 
se rgean t .  

Q And you ran a  r i f l e  p la toon?  

A.  Yes, s ir .  

Q W 1 1 ,  I r e a l l y  understand, Sergeant  BIDDIX, your
job and what you w e r e  doing would t a k e  you away from t h e  
opera t ions .  There ' s  probably no one person who does more 
t o  keep a f i r e  base going than  t h e  guy f i l l i n g  t h e  job you 
were doing. There i s  no ques t ion  how d i f f i c u l t  your job was. 
I ' m  we l l  aware of it. I 'm going t o  t r y  t o  r e f r e s h  your mem-
ory a b i t .  Maybe i t  w i l l  h e l p  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  a l i t t l e .  
The only b i g  b a t t l e s  of Task Force Barker were i n  the Pink-
v i l l e  a rea .  In  February,  they  r a n  two opera t ions  down t h e r e .  
They repor ted  a l o t  of VC k i l l e d  and took a l o t  o f  c a s u a l t i e s .  
On 25 February B Company, a p la toon of  B Company, was c u t  o f f  
and you had t o  g e t  some A P C ' s .  You had t h a t  caval ry  platoon 
with you t h a t  was usua l ly  ,down on t h e  highway, b u t  t h a t  cav-
a l r y  p la toon had t o  go i n  and h e l p  B Company b ~ c a kou t .  So, 
i n  March, when t h i s  opera t ion  happened, Colonel HENDERSON had 
j u s t  taken command of  t h e  Brigade, and t h i s  was going t o  be 
a b i g  opera t ion  t o  c l ean  out  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  once and f o r  
a l l .  This was going t o  be t h e  b i g g e s t  ope ra t ion  t h a t  Task 
Force Barker had ever  had and t h i s  was going t o  be t h e  big-
g e s t  f i g h t  they had because they  thought t h e  48th VC Ba t t a l ion  
was i n  t h e r e ,  and t h i s  was a bad b a t t a l i o n .  This was a ba t -
t a l i o n  they fought  a t  l e a s t  twice before .  So, t h e r e  should 
have been a l o t  of scurry ing  around and a l o t  of  p repara t ion  
for  t h i s  th ing .  You had a t  l e a s t  n i n e  l i f t  s h i p s  coming i n .  
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You had about  f i v e  gunships  i n  t h e  a i r ,  a bubble ,  a C & C ,  
and I d o n ' t  know how many o t h e r  h e l i c o p t e r s .  C h a r l i e  Comp-
any and Capta in  MEDINA were a t  LZ D o t t i e  a t  t h e  t ime .  Your 
f r i e n d ,  Sergeant  Lonnie WARREN, thought  he  w a s  going t o  t a k e  
some 90 m i l l i m e t e r  r e c o i l l e s s  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  and h e  was 
p r e t t y  nervous.  H e  c o u l d n ' t  s l e e p  t o o  w e l l  a t  n i g h t .  You 
might  have t a l k e d  t o  him. 

A.  No,  s i r .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  t a l k  t o  him? 

A. Not t o  my knowledge. 

Q That day t h e r e  were an awful  l o t  o f  a i r p l a n e s  f l y -
i n g  around and coming i n ,  probably more t h a n  had been i n  a t  
any o t h e r  t i m e  i n t o  L Z  D o t t i e .  Your a i r c r a f t  t r a f f i c  would 
probably have been h i g h .  Sergeant  JOHNSON and t h e  r e s t  o f  
them would probably r e a l l y  have been focused  i n  on t h i s  oper-
a t i o n .  There probably would have been a l o t  o f  apprehension 
by e i t h e r  t h e  people  go ing  i n  o r  around t h e  TOC p r i m a r i l y .  
It would i n f l u e n c e  where you were working. Does t h i s  h e l p  
your  r e c o l l e c t i o n  a t  a l l  of  t h i s  day i n  March? 

A. No, s i r ,  t h e r e  was a l o t  o f  days  where t h e r e  was 
a l o t  of choppers t h e r e .  

Q. I was hoping you could  remember t h a t  day because 
e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning I t h i n k  Colonel  HEiu'DERSON--did you k n 0 ~  
who Colonel  HENDERSON was? I f  you saw him, would you recog-
n i z e  him? 

A. I t h i n k  I would, sir.  

Q I s u r e  woenld l i k e  t o  know i f ,  on t l ie  morning of  
16 March, Colonel  HENDERSON came down t o  t h a t  pad where you 
might have been and Colonel  BARKER came i n .  This  would have 
been t h e  day t h a t  Task Force Barker g o t  t h e  most k i l l s  i t  ev-
e r  g o t ,  128. Do you remember t h a t  day? 

A.  N o ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember t h e  day.  I do remember--

Q .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The day? The day? Do you remember t h a t  
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t h i s  had happened on a day? 

A. I remember hear ing  some t a l k  about a l a r g e  amount 
of VC k i l l e d .  

Q Okay, on t h e  day t h a t  you heard t h i s  l a r g e  amount 
of VC k i l l e d ,  do you r e c a l l  anything t h a t  you d i d  on t h a t  day 
o r  anything t h a t  happened on t h a t  day? 

A. bb, s i r ,  except  I done my job. 

Q Early i n  t h e  morning where would your job be? A-
round the  pad? 

A. Anywhere on that--no, sir.- See, a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
t ime,  s i r ,  I saw t o  the  o t h e r  jobs t h a t  I had. I was bui ld-
ing  up t h e  per imeter .  I was opera t ing  two bu l ldoze r s  from 
t h e  engineer  o u t f i t .  I even f o r g e t  t h e i r  o rgan iza t ion .  Be-
tween the  o t h e r  jobs,  I was d i r e c t i n g  t h e s e  engineers  f o r  
bu i ld ing  a berm between bunker t o  bunker,  and most of t h e  t i m e  
I d i d n ' t  even g e t  back i n t o  b a t t a l i o n  headquar ters  till way 
a f t e r  dark.  

Q. Ell, I c e r t a i n l y  underst  and t h a t ,  Sergeant  BIDDIX, 
and you were doing what you were supposed t o  be doing. I don' t 
f e e l  bad j u s t  because you can '  t remember t h e s e  t h i n g s .  You 
may never know about most of them probably.  I hope you go t  
of f  t h a t  admin i s t r a t ive  s t u f f  and you g o t  back t o  C/3/1 and 
s t a r t e d  doing some f i g h t i n g .  I imagine you d id .  

A. I went back ou t  as  a platoon se rgean t .  

MR WEST: Sergeant BIDDIX, we a p p r e c i a t e  your coming i n  h e r e .  
I know it was a l o t  of t r o u b l e  t o  you. Some wi tnesses  we've 
c a l l e d  i n  because we d o n ' t  know what they  might know. 

A. I understand, sir.  

MR WEST: We thank you f o r  coming. The hea r ing  w i l l  be re-
cessed. 

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  0955  hours ,  2 3  January 
1970 . )  
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 


WITNESS: CALHOUN, Charles C., MAJ 


DATES OF TESTIMONY: 5, 6, and 10 December 1969 


TESTIMONY TAKEN AT: Pentagon 


WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 


COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Executive Officer and 

S3, Task Force Barker 

1. PRIOR TRAINING IN RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 


MACV Directives 525-18 and 95-4, including Annex A, 

entered into the record as Exhibits D-3 and D-4 (pg. 55). 

Exhibits M-2, M-3, and M-4 were introduced. He stated 

that there were a sufficient number of Exhibits M-2, 3, 

and 4 to go around. CALHOUN was unaware of MACV Directive 

20-4, Exhibit D-1 (pg. 44). 


2. PREOPERATIONAL BRIEFINGS. 


a. Intelligence. 


Lieutenant Colonel BARKER determined that the 

48th VC Battalion and other units had returned and were 

operating in the My Lai area. The 11th Brigade company- 

size units had operated in the Song My area (Son Tinh 

District) on numerous occasions (pgs. 3, 4). They expected 

a hot LZ with elements of the 48th VC Battalion and battalion 

headquarters located in the Pinkville area (pgs. 19, 20, 21). 

On prior operations heavy enemy contact was made and 30-40 

U.S. casualties were suffered, mostly from mortar and small 

arms fire (pg. 4). 


b. 15 March briefinq and recon. 


On the afternoon of 15 March 1968, three company 

commanders and the battery conunander, Captain GAMBLE, were 

given a map orientation by CALHOUN at LZ Dottie, where the 
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Task Force TOC was located. CALHOUN only discussed the 

concept of the operation (pg. 94). BARKER then took the 

artillery battery commander and the company commanders of 

C/1/20 and B/4/3 on an aerial reconnaissance of the area. 

CALHOUN was not sure if Captain RIGGS, commander of A/3/1, 

accompanied BARKER on the aerial recon (pg. 91). CALHOUN 

did not accompany them on the recon. CALHOUN did not 

remember if the helicopter support commander was present 

at the briefing (pgs. 6-8, 10, 90-92, 95). Normally, the 

flight leaders were present but he could not specifically 

recall if they were at this briefing (pg. 91). 


c. Artillery preparation. 


A three to five minute artillery prep was to . .. 
precede the CA (pg. 8). The prep was to be placed on the :9L 

west side of the village in the area adjacent to the :x 
proposed LZ (300-500 meters away) (pgs. 9, 95), but CALHOUN 
did not specifically recall this prep being cleared (pg. 112). 
The tactical reason for the LZ and prep being so close to ., 
the village was to save American lives as the heli-borne , . 

!-
troops would not have to advance as far over open terrain to 

reach the village (pgs. 5, 7, 84, 112). 


d. Consideration for noncombatants. 


CALHOUN thought something may have been said regarding 

the civilians being away at market (pg. 93). He could not 

remember any instructions given at the briefing implying 

that the area was to be neutralized, i.e., burning of 

village, killing of livestock, etc., (pgs.9, 10, '96). 


3. ASSAULT ONMY LAI. 


a. Time. 


Time of assault was approximately 0700, 16 March 
1968. The division log fixes the time as 0730 (pgs. 14, 15). 
The LZ was cold on the first lift, but became hot as the 
second lift came in (pgs. 15, 39) . 

b. Communications and plans. 


The TOC was not monitoring the aero-scout radio 

net. CALHOUN could hear BARKER in the C&C ship over 

the battalion net (pg. 13). The lift was composed of nine 

or ten ships with accompanying guns (pg. 92). CALHOUN re- 

called nothing unusual regarding the communications he 


(CALHOUN) 2 SUM APP T-6 


FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


monitored.  E x h i b i t  Map 1 i s  a reasonably  a c c u r a t e  
f a c s i m i l e  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  p l a n  (pg .  2 0 ) .  

c .  CALHOUN-MEDINA r a d i o  c o n v e r s a t i o n .  

C/1/20 r e p o r t e d  69 VC K I A  by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  ' (pg. 16)  . 
L a t e r  i n  t h e  day ( 1 2 0 0 ) ,  CALHOUN w a s  i n  a chopper over  t h e  
AO. By r a d i o  BARKER o rde red  CALHOUN t o  c o n t a c t  MEDINA 
(Commander of C/1/20) and t e l l  him t o  g a i n  c o n t r o l  of h i s  
u n i t  (pg. 1 7 ) .  CALHOUN d i d  c o n t a c t  MEDINA and i n s t r u c t e d  
t h a t  t h e r e  would be no unnecessary burning of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  were n o t  t o  be harmed, and t h a t  i f  any of t h e  
above had occurred  t h a t  it was t o  s t o p  and MEDINA would 
p r o p e r l y  c o n t r o l  h i s  u n i t  (pgs.  1 7 ,  21, 9 7 ,  9 8 ) .  MEDINA 
a f f i rmed  v i a  r a d i o  t r ansmiss ion  (pgs .  97, 9 8 ) .  

C i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s .  

(1) CALHOUN then  r e t u r n e d  t o  LZ D o t t i e  and 
remembered BARKER say ing  t h a t  he thought  some c i v i l i a n s  
had been h u r t  (pg.  2 2 ) .  This  had been r e p o r t e d b y  Major 
WATKE (pgs .  22, 1 0 0 ) .  BARKER a l s o  s a i d  t h a t  b r i g a d e  and 
d i v i s i o n  h e a d q u a r t e r s  were aware of  t h i s  r e p o r t  (pg. 2 2 ) .  

( 2 )  Enemy k i l l e d  r e p o r t e d  a t  128. Twenty t o  
t h i r t y  c i v i l i a n s  were a l s o  r e p o r t e d  k i l l e d  (pg. 3 2 ) .  R a t i o  
of enemy k i l l e d  t o  weapons cap tu red  seemed unusual  (pg .33) .  

( 3 )  The a r e a  was a f r e e  f i r e  zone, b u t  CALHOUN 
d i d  n o t  know who e s t a b l i s h e d  it (pg.  4 0 ) .  Bel ieved t h a t  
Na t iona l  P o l i c e  may have accompanied U.S. f o r c e s  d u r i n g  t h e  
16 March My Lai  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 4 1 ) .  

e.  Warnings. 

There was no p e r  s e  warning t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  p r i o r  
t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  l e a f l e t s  had been dropped i n t o  t h e  
a r e a  on a c o n t i n u a l  b a s i s  a d v i s i n g  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  t o  move 
i n t o  re fugee  c e n t e r s  (pg. 54) . 
4 .  INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

a .  Order t o  resweep My Lai  ( 4 )  . 
A t  about  1600, 16 March 1948, CALHOUN r e c e i v e d  a 

c a l l  from b r i g a d e  ask ing :  ( a )  number of c i v i l i a n s  h u r t ,  
and ( b )  t o  de termine  how they  were k i l l e d  o r  wounded 
(pgs .  23, 9 8 ) .  MEDINA was c o n t a c t e d  and o rde red  t o  count  t h e  
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civilian casualties and determine how they were killed 

or wounded. MEDINA replied that he was two to three 

kilometers from the village and that 20-30 civilians had 

been killed, mostly by the artillery prep. General KOSTER 

intercepted the order to return and countermanded it 

(pgs. 23, 24, 98, 99, 100, 111). C/1/20 was almost to its 

laager site when the order was countermanded (pg. 24). 

The brigade headquarters was notified of the CG's action 

(pgs. 24, 100). 


b. HENDERSON'S inquiry. 


On the morning of 17 March, BARKER told CALHOUN 

that division and brigade were aware of a possible incident 

and an investigation would be conducted. BARKER did not 

say when or by whom the investigation would be conducted 

CALHOUN did not know if HENDERSON assembled the troops 

and asked them if there had been unnecessary killing of 

noncombatants (pg. 22). But, shortly after the extraction 

of C/1/20, HENDERSON arrived at LZ Dottie. CALHOUN heard 

that HENDERSON was conducting an investigation and that it 

included talking to some of the people who had been on the 

ground (pgs. 30, 31). 


c. Other inquiries. 


(1) CALHOUN was never present when YOUNG 

purportedly questioned BARKER, HENDERSON and himself about 

civilian casualties at My Lai (4) (pg. 31). CALHOUN did 

not personally know of anyone that prepared a 3.x 5 card 

for HENDERSON, outlining civilian casualties (pgs. 31, 32, 

108). 


(2) The killing of two VC by the NPFS was never 
reported to CALHOUN (pg. 42) . 

(3) CALHOUN did not recall any meeting of YOUNG, 
HENDERSON, BARKER, HOLLADAY, and WATKE on the morning of 
17 March 1968 (pg. 103). CALHOUN thought that the 
investigation centered around the report of a US soldier 
killing a civilian (pgs. 103, 104). CALHOUN never was on 
the ground with MEDINA at MY LA1 (4) (pg. 115) . He did 
not know if BARKER ever personally checked out the civilian 
casualties on the ground with MEDINA (pg. 115). 

, . 
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5. REPORTS OF INVESTIGATIONS. 


a. Combat action report. 


CALHOUN had seen BARKER'S combat action report 

dated 28 March 1968. It was prepared by BARKER and turned 

into brigade. He did not know why this report makes no 

mention of civilian casualties (pgs. 33, 116). 


b. Reports of investigations regarding My Lai (4) . 
(1) CALHOUN understood that HENDERSON was . 

conducting an informal investigation. He was not privy to 
any report of investigation or the findings (pg. 26). 
CALHOUN had never seen Report of Investigation dated 
24 April 1968 and signed by HENDERSON (pg. 35). CALHOUN 
was never asked to make a statement (pg. 34). 

(2) CALHOUN knew of no investigation other than 

one conducted two days after C/1/20ts extraction (pg. 32). 

He did not recall any reports or VC propaganda from 

the province or the district regarding possible civilian 

murders (pgs. 35, 36). 


(3) CALHOUN did not know why the 20-30 civilians 

reported killed by MEDINA was not reported in the Task 

Force SITREP, nor why the burning of the village was un- 

reported (pg. 104). CALHOUN was unaware of a different 

standard for reporting civilian casualties in the GVN 

controlled area in comparison with VC controlled territory 

(pg. 119). 


6. OTHER INFORMATION. 


a. Task Force Barker.. 


(1) The area was called the Muscatine AO. The 

llth Infantry Brigade took over the Duc Pho A0 from the 3d 

Brigade, 4th Infantry Divis.ion (pg. 62). Duc Pho is 35 

kilometers south of the Muscatine AO. Subsequently, the 

llth Brigade was ordered north into Muscatine (pg. 62). 

They were also responsible for a task force to occupy an 

area east of QL1. The brigade commander pulled one company 

from each of his three battalions and formed this task 

force. An austere task force headquarters (10 officers and 

enlisted men in toto (pgs. 10, 11) had operational control 

of the task force (pg. 62). The companies were: A/3/1, 
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B/4/3 and C/1/20. There was a l s o  a  p l a t o o n  minus of  armored 
c a v a l r y .  The b r i g a d e  commander, General  LIPSCOMB, f e l t  t h a t  
t h e  above companies were h i s  b e s t  (pg. 65) . HENDERSON 
assumed command on 15 March 1968 (pg. 6 5 ) .  

( 2 )  Task Force Barker  began on 20 January  1968 
and moved n o r t h  from Duc Pho t o  t a k e  over  t h e  e a s t e r n  
h a l f  of t h e  Muscatine AO. Boundaries were: South-Soui Ban 
Thuyen River ;  West-approximately QL1; and East-South China 
Sea;  North was n o t  known (pg. 6 5 ) .  The t a s k  f o r c e  head- 
q u a r t e r s  was l o c a t e d  a t  LZ D o t t i e .  LZ Upt ight  was a f i r e -
base  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  h a l f  of  t h e  AO. D B a t t e r y  6/11 A r t i l l e r y  
was l o c a t e d  a t  Upt ight  and had t h e  miss ion  of f i r i n g  i n  
d i r e c t  s u p p o r t  of Task Force Barker  (pg. 6 6 ) .  The 1 1 t h  
Brigade cont inued t o  s e r v e  i n  t h e  r o l e  of  l o g i s t i c a l  and 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e .  I n t e l l i g e n c e  
determined t h a t  t h e  48th VC B a t t a l i o n  was aga in  o p e r a t i n g  
i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  a r e a  o f  My Lai  ( 4 )  and My Lai  (1) ("Pink-
v i l l e " ) .  They had opera ted  from t h i s  g e n e r a l  a r e a  f o r  
y e a r s  and had mounted s e v e r a l  r e c e n t  damaging a t t a c k s .  
" P i n k v i l l e "  was cons ide red  t h e  48th VC B a t t a l i o n ' s  s t a g i n g  
a r e a  (pgs.  69,  7 0 ) .  Unquest ionably t h i s  b a t t a l i o n  posed a 
d e f i n i t e  t h r e a t  t o  Quang Ngai C i t y  and Son Tinh. With t h i s  
i n  mind, t h e  My La i  o p e r a t i o n  was conceived.  

b.  P r i o r  o p e r a t i o n s .  

(1) A/3/1 and B/4/3 had conducted p rev ious  
o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  My Lai  v i c i n i t y  and met heavy r e s i s t a n c e  
s u f f e r i n g  20-25% c a s u a l t i e s  (pgs.  71, 7 2 ) .  The .company 
commanders had adv i sed  Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s  t o  move o u t  
of t h e  a r e a  i n t o  r e f u g e e  c e n t e r s  (pgs.  76, 6 6 ) .  

(2 )  I n  l a t e  February 1968, ~ / 1 / 2 0  walked i n t o  a 
mine f i e l d  and s u f f e r e d  15-17 c a s u a l t i e s  i n  a m a t t e r  of  a  
few minutes.  Having had s o  much p r i o r  t r o u b l e  i n  t h i s  
a r e a  moving a c r o s s  t h e  r i c e  padd ies ,  BARKER decided t o  
land c l o s e  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 6 8 ) .  This  was Task Force  
B a r k e r ' s  l a r g e s t  combined o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  3 2 ) .  CALHOUN was 
n o t  s u r e  i f  C/1/20 was e x t r a c t e d  t h e  t h i r d  o r  t h e  f o u r t h  
day. 

c .  Miscel laneous .  

(1) There was no w r i t t e n  Task Force SOP r e g a r d i n g  
t r e a t m e n t  of PW's (pg. 531. There was no i n d i c a t i o n  o f  
mar i juana  be ing  used on 16 March 1968 by t h e  t r o o p s  
involved (pg. 5 2 ) .  
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( 2 )  The o n l y  rumor o f  s u s p i c i o u s  a c t i v i t y  a t  
My L a i  t o  CALHOUN'S knowledge, was t h a t  a p i l o t  had s e e n  
an American s h o o t  one Vietnamese (pgs .  47,  1 0 3 ) .  The company 
commanders no rma l ly  s a w  and r e p o r t e d  t h e  amount of  b o d i e s  
(pg.  5 8 ) .  Some o f  t h e  enemy dead  w e r e  c r e d i t e d  t o  B/4/3 
( p g .  5 8 ) .  

( 3 )  CALHOUN had neve r  s e e n  HAEBERLE's p i c t u r e s  
( E x h i b i t s  P-2 t h r u  P-25) (pgs .  40,  41) . 

( 4 )  BARKER was k i l l e d  as a r e s u l t  o f  h o s t i l e  
a c t i o n  around 15  June  1968 (pgs .  34 ,  7 1 ) .  

7 SUM APP T- 6 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL 'USE ONLY 


EXHIBIT 

NUMBER 


D-1 


D-3 


D-4 


M- 2 


M-3 


M-4 


P-2 

thru 

P-25 


R- 2 

LMALAP -1 

EXHIBITS 


DESCRIPTION 


MACV Directive 20-4 


MACV Directive 525-8 


MACV Directive 95-4 


MACV Card, "Nine Rules" 

MACV Card, "Enemy in 

Your Hands" 


Guidance for Commanders 


Miscellaneous scenes 


- t 

BARKER'S Report 


Wall Map 


NOTES PAGES 

Were not as he had 
understood rules of 
engagement. 

Were not as he had 
understood rules of 
engagement. 

Sufficient amount 
for troops. 
Sufficient amount 
for troops. 
Sufficient amount 
for troops. 

' 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

I \  

3 
' 3  

Wit had never seen. 40,41 

Wit had never seen. 35 

Wit had never seen. 
Map of operations 
area. 

33 

20 

8 SUM APP T-6 


FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

SUYiRY OF RECALL TESTIMONY 

NITNESS : CALISOUN, C h a r l e s  C .  MAJ 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 1 0  Feb rua ry  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: (1) F a i l u r e  t o  obey g e n e r a l  r e g u l a t i o n  
p e r t a i n i n g  t o  r e p o r t i n g  and i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  war crimes; 
( 2 )  ~ e r e l i c t i o n  o f  d u t i e s  r e g a r d i n g  Task Force  Ba rke r  
o p e r a t i o n  o f  16-18 March 1968; ( 3 )  P a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  
p l a n n i n g ,  imp lemen ta t ion  and e x e c u t i o n  o f  a combat o p e r a t i o n  
which p u r p o s e f u l l y  con templa t ed  t h e  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  laws 
o f  war and t h e  U C M J ;  and ( 4 )  S u p p r e s s i o n  and  c o n p i r a c y  t o  
s u p p r e s s  i n f o r m a t i o n  conce rn ing  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  un lawfu l  
a c t s  committed d u r i n g  t h e  16-18 March 1968 comhat o p e r a t i o n s  
o f  Task Force  B a r k e r .  

COUNSEL: John  J.  PALLAM, CPT, O f f i c e  o f  t h e  Judge  Advocate 
G e n e r a l ,  Wasilington, D .  C .  

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Execu t ive  O f f i c e r  and 
5 3 ,  Task Force  B a r k e r .  

1. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

a .  I n t e l l i g e n c e .  

L i e u t e n a n t  Co lone l  BARKER conce ived  t h e  i d e a  o f  an 
A0 e x t e n s i o n  f o r  Task ~ o r c eB a r k e r ' s  o p e r a t i o n  ~ e g i n n i n g  
16 March which had  t h e  pr imary  m i s s i o n  o f  d e s t r o y i n g  t h e  
48tn VC B a t t a l i o n  (pgs .  126 ,  1 4 1 ) .  The s o u r c e  o f  t h e i r  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  t h a t  t h e  VC s t r e n g t h  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  
My L a i  ( 4 )  amounted t o  p e r h a p s  250-300 was t h e i r  e n c o u n t e r s  
d u r i n g  e a r l i e r  o p e r a t i o n s  conducted  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  G2 
i n f o r m a t i o n ,  and i n t e l l i g e n c e  g a t h e r e d  by t h e  S2 from t h e  
Son Tinh ~ i s t r i c th e a d q u a r t e r s  (pgs .  133 ,  1 4 3 ) .  he w i t n e s s  
assumed t h a t  t h i s  was C a p t a i n  KOTOUC'S, t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  S2,  
estimate o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  (pg .  1 3 3 ) .  CALHOUN d i d  n o t  know 
i f  P r o v i n c e ,  D i s t r i c t ,  o r  ARVN i n t e l l i g e n c e  a g r e e d  w i t h  
K O T O U C ~ S asses smen t  , n o r  d i d  h e  know, i f  b r i g a d e  and d i v i s i o n  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  w e r e  i n  agreement .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  b e i n g  pos tponed  a t  an e a r l i e r  d a t e  
because  Major GAVIN had informed them t h a t  t h e  VC had moved 
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away from t n e  a r e a  (pgs.  127,  1 2 8 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
any p l a n  f o r  t h e  ARVN t o  o p e r a t e  i n  con junc t ion  wi th  
Task Force Barker .  H e  and BARKER had v i s i t e d  Quang Ngai 
and d i s c u s s e d  an e a r l i e r  o p e r a t i o n  wi th  t h e  s t a f f  o f  t h e  
2d ARVN Div i s ion  (pgs .  127,  130)  . 

D. Concept of t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

(1) I n i t i a l  p l a n .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he might have been 
TDY dur ing  t h e  p lann ing  phase o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  he 
b e l i e v e d  he l e f t  a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  However, he noted  
t h a t  n i s  memory of  t h e  p lanning phase was n o t  c l e a r  
(pg .  1 2 7 ) .  T h e i r  r e q u e s t  f o r  an A0 e x t e n s i o n  went through 
b r i g a d e  t o  d i v i s i o n  then  over  t o  t h e  2d ARVN D i v i s i o n ,  
and tnen  back t o  Task Force  Barker through channels  
(pg. 129) . The concept  and p l a n  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was 
o u t l i n e d  t o  b r i g a d e .  CALHOUN admit ted  t h a t  a s  S3 he was 
t h e  o p e r a t i o n ' s  "p lanner"  (pg. 1 3 2 ) .  BARKER'S concept  
o r  p l a n  was in fo rmal  (pg. 1 4 4 )  . B/4/3's o b j e c t i v e  on 
16 March was " P i n k v i l l e "  (pg. 1 4 9 ) .  C / 1 / 2 0  was t o  sweep 
My Lai  ( 4 )  (pg. 147) . This  a r e a  encompassed My Lai  (1), 
( 4 )  , ( 5 ), and ( 6 )  (pg. 147) . Although he cou ld  not e x p l a i n  
B/4/3's f a i l u r e  t o  reach i t s  o b j e c t i v e ,  CALHOUN d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  t h e  concept  of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  be ing  changed on 
16 March (pgs.  147-150).  C/1/20ts t e r m i n a l  o b j e c t i v e  f o r  
16 March was My Lai  ( 6 )  (pg. 1 5 0 ) .  B/4/3 and C/1/20 
planned a common l a a g e r  a t  a  p redes igna ted  l a a g e r  s i t e  
c e n t e r e d  between t h e i r  two o b j e c t i v e s  (pg. 1 5 0 ) ,  CALHOUN 
d i d  n o t  r e ' c a l l  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  a s  a s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  
mission (pg. 1 4 1 ) ,  and d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a d i f f e r e n t  p l a n  
f o r  o p e r a t i n g  i n  My Lai  ( 5 )  and ( 6 )  than  i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  f o r  
C/1/20 (pg 1 5 0 ) .  

( 2 )  Plans  subsequent  t o  16 March. 

BARKER'S concept  was an o p e r a t i o n  two t o  t h r e e  
days i n  l e n g t h .  No formal  p l a n s  were made subsequent  t o  
t h e  f i r s t  day. The o p e r a t i o n  was t o  be f l u i d  s o  t h a t  a f t e r  
a s s e s s i n g  t h e  p robab le  d i r e c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  enemy had moved, 
they could  i s s u e  o r d e r s  t o  t h e i r  u n i t s  t o  pursue  (pgs .  146,  
1 5 0 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any p l a n s  f o r  o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e  
harnlets o f  Co Lay ( 1 1 ,  ( 2 ) ,  and ( 3 )  o r  My Khe ( 1 1 ,  (21 ,  
( 3 1 ,  and ( 4 )  (pg. 1 4 7 ) .  
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( 3)  A r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n .  

CALHOUN a d m i t t e d  t h a t  he was t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  
f i r e  s u p p o r t  c o o r d i n a t o r  (pg.  1 5 6 ) .  The a r t i l l e r y  p r e p  
was t o  go o n t o  t h e  LZ and t h e  w e s t e r n  edge o f  My La i  ( 4 )  
(pgs :  151 ,  152)  . Although h e  h i m s e l f  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  ' 
receiving c l e a r a n c e  t o  f i r e  t h e r e ,  he  assumed t h e  f i r e  
n ~ i s s i o nwas c l e a r e d  (pg .  151)  . H e  a d m i t t e d  knowing t h a t  
a r t i l l e r y  would be  p l a c e d  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg.  1 5 2 ) .  How-
e v e r ,  BARKER was t h e  one who made t h a t  d e c i s i o n  a s  w e l l  a s  
t h e  one  l o c a t i n g  t h e  LZ (pgs. 157 ,  158)  . But CALHOUN 
a l lowed  t h a t  h e  ag reed  w i t h  BARKER'S d e c i s i o n s  (pgs .  159,  
1 6 0 ) .  H e  defended  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  by s a y i n g  t h a t  p l a c i n g  
an LZ any f u r t h e r  away from t h e  v i l l a g e  would have sub- 
j e c t e d  t h e  i n f a n t r y  t o  heavy f i r e  and r e s i s t a n c e  t h a t  from 
p a s t  e x p e r i e n c e s  had proven t o  be  p r e s e n t  (pg.  1 5 8 ) .  
i3ARKER f e l t  t h a t  it was t o o  r i s k y  t o  l a n d  t h a t  c l o s e  t o  a 
f o r t i f i e d  v i l l a g e  w i t h o u t  a r t i l l e r y  b e i n g  f i r e d  i n  s u p p o r t  
o f  t h e  a s s a u l t  (pgs .  152 ,  158)  . He d i d  d i s c u s s  w i t h  BARKER 
t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  c o u l d  be  k i l l e d  by t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  p r e p  and t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  i f  such  o c c u r r e d  
(py. 1 5 8 ) .  Howcver, e a r l i e r  he had ma in ta ined  t h e  o p p o s i t e  (pg.  152)  . 

( 4 )  TAC a i r  s u p p o r t .  

TAC a i r  p l a n s  d i d  n o t  e x t e n d  beyond hav ing  
a FAC i n  t h e  a r e a  (pg .  1 2 9 ) .  The w i t n e s s  c o u l d  n o t  e x p l a i n  
why a i r  s t r i k e s  were n o t  t o  b e  employed a s  p r e p a t o r y  f i r e s  
assuming t h e  i n f a n t r y  was expec ted  t o  engage a  s t r o n g  enemy 
f o r c e  i n  f o r t i f i e d  p o s i t i o n s  a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  (pg.  .131) . 

c.  15  March b r i e f i n g .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  d i d  n o t  remember any 
s p e c i f i c s  a s  t o  t h e  p r e o p e r a t i o n a l  b r i e f i n g  g i v e n  a t  
LZ D o t t i e  on 15  March (pgs .  136 ,  1 3 7 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  C a p t a i n  RIGGS, ~ / 3 / 1  commander was p r e s e n t  (pg. 135)  . 
Ilowever, RIGGS may have been  b r i e f e d  w h i l e  making an a e r i a l  
r econ  w i t h  BARKER. H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of any 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from any o f  t h e  a v i a t i o n  u n i t s  i n v o l v e d .  
H e  op ined  t h a t  t h e y  were p robab ly  r e p r e s e n t e d  though (pg .135)  . 
H e  d i d  n o t  reca l l  any mention o f  b u r n i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e s  o r  
k i l l i n g  t h e  l i v e s t o c k  by BARKER, n o r  d i d  h e  recall  BARKER 
d e s i g n a t i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  a s  a s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  mis s ion  
(pys .  140 ,  1 4 1 ) .  
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n o t  n e c e s s a r y "  (pg.  1 6 3 ) .  his o r d e r  was p robab ly  g iven  
p r i o r  t o  Major Gene ra l  KOSTER's a r r i v a l  a t  LZ D o t t i e  a t  
0945 (pg .  1 6 3 ) .  CALHOUIJ r e c a l l e d  none o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
t r a n s m i s s i o n s :  a medevac p i l o t  s a y i n g ,  "There  a r e  b o d i e s  
a l l  o v e r  t h e  p l a c e .  What t h e  h e l l  i s  go ing  on down t h e r e ? " ;  
BARKER i s s u i n g  o r d e r s  t o  MEDINA t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g  f o l l o w i n g  
t h i s  t r a n s m i s s i o n  ( p g s .  164 ,  1 6 5 ) ;  MEDINA o r d e r i n g  h i s  
p l a t o o n s  t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g  (pg.  1 6 6 ) ;  IjENDERSON c a l l i n g  
t h e  TOC t o  i n q u i r e  a b o u t  a t r a n s m i s s i o n  o v e r h e a r d  i n  t h e  
b r i g a d e  TOC on t h e  a i r -g round  n e t ,  " I f  you s h o o t  t h a t  man, 
I am go ing  t o  s h o o t  you. I' ( p g s .  166 ,  167)  ; o r  C a p t a i n  MOE 
and S p e c i a l i s t  KUBERT q u e r y i n g  t h e  Ba rke r  TOC a b o u t  t h e  
S h a r k s '  gunsh ips  making a gunrun on c i v i l i a n s  (pg .  1 6 7 ) .  
A l so ,  t h e  w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  accoun t  t h a t  STEPHENS 
gave r e g a r d i n g  a r a d i o  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  TOC from t h e  Warlords  
r e g a r d i n g  i n n o c e n t  c i v i l i a n s  who w e r e  b e i n g  k i l l e d  and t h e n  
q u o t i n g  CALHOUN a s  s a y i n g ,  "Well ,  d o n ' t  worry abou t  t h a t  
now, " b u t  l a t e r  o v e r h e a r i n g  CALHOUN in fo rming  BARKER o f  
t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  (pgs .  172 ,  173)  . 

b .  V i s i t o r s  a t  t h e  TOC. 

CALHOUN r e c a l l e d  t h a t  HENDERSON p i c k e d  up t w o  VC 
s u s p e c t s  and b r o u g h t  them back t o  LZ ~ o t t i e .  They l a t e r  
l e a r n e d  t h a t  t h e  s u s p e c t s  were P o p u l a r  F o r c e s  s o l d i e r s  t h a t  
had e scaped  from t h e  VC t h a t  morning (pgs .  196 ,  1 9 7 ) .  H e  
r e c a l l e d  t h a t  Major MCKNIGHT and Mas te r  S e r g e a n t  WALSH 
w e r e  in HENDERSON'Sp a r t y  which came i n t o  t h e  TOC b u t  h e  
d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  i f  t h e  ALO, Major MACLACHLAN, o r  ~ i e u t e n a n t  
Co lone l  LUPER accompanied IIENDERSON ( p g s .  198 ,  199)  . He 
r e c a l l e d  t h a t  BARKER a l s o  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  TOC from 0835 
t o  0855 (pg .  1 9 8 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d ,  i n  t h a t  t i m e  p e r i o d ,  
a c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  MCKNIGHT w h i l e  HENDERSON and BARKER were 
p r e s e n t  ( p g s .  198 ,  1 9 9 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c s  
he  and MCKNIGHT d i s c u s s e d , ,  b u t  he  was s u r e  t h a t  t h e y  must  
have  been  t a l k i n g  abou t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  H e  r e c a l l e d  ment ion ing  
t o  someone t h a t  t h e  body c o u n t  o f  69 VC migh t  c o n t a i n  
c i v i l i a n s  b u t  c o u l d  n o t  r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  men t ion ing  it t o  
MCKNIGHT (pgs .  198-200) . H i s  o n l y  r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  r e p o r t  
o f  69 VC k i l l e d  was t h a t  it was due t o  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  b u t  
n e  c o u l d  r e c a l l  no d i s c u s s i o n  r e g a r d i n g  i t  ( p g s .  200, 2 0 1 ) .  

c. B r i e f i n g  a g e n e r a l  o f f i c e r .  

Al though it may n o t  have been  t h a t  morning,  CALHOUN 
t h o u g h t  h e  r e c a l l e d  b r i e f i n g  a g e n e r a l  o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  
p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  d i v i s i o n  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r  (pg .  201) :  H e  
d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  KOSTER's v i s i t  t o  LZ D o t t i e  on t h e  morning o f  
16 March. A l s o ,  h e  c o u l d  n o t  remember s e e i n g  him t h e r e  t h a t  
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day a t  anytime o r  accompanied by L ieu tenan t  General  
DOLEMAN (pgs. 201, 203, 205, 2 1 1 ) .  CALHOUN thought  t h a t  he 
mentioned t h a t  some of  t h e  69 r e p o r t e d  k i l l e d  might  have been 
c i v i l i a n s  (pg. 2 0 1 ) .  Although n o t  s u r e  t o  which g e n e r a l  
lie gave t h i s  o p i n i o n ,  he  thought  t h a t  it was B r i g a d i e r  
General  YOUNG (pgs .  201, 203) .  CALHOUN d i d  remember b r i e f i n g  
YOUNG a t  l e a s t  one t ime.  It  may have been on t h e  1 7 t h  
o r  18 th .  H e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  ~ i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  HOLLADAY was 
p r e s e n t .  H e  informed YOUNG t h a t  it was p o s s i b l e  t h a t  they  
had k i l l e d  some c i v i l i a n s  wi th  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  He 
b e l i e v e d  t h a t  YOUNG s a i d  they  were aware o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  
Otherwise he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any o t h e r  t o p i c s  covered  i n  
t n e i r  conversa t ion  (pgs. 205, 206, 207) . BARKER was n o t  
p r e s e n t  (pg. 206) .  

cr: 

d .  BARKER'S r e t u r n .  .3 

;?, 

CALHOUN d i d  r e c a l l  t h a t  BARKER r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  TOC 
a t  approximately 0835 and l e f t  aga in  a t  0855 t o  evacua te  
s o l d i e r s  wounded by a  mine o r  boobytrap i n  the B/4/3 r.i] 
o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  anything s p e c i f i c a l l y  ..-4 
which occur red  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  0835 t o  0855 t h a t  BARKER 
remained a t  LZ D o t t i e  (pg. 189) . He could  n o t  r e c a l l  i f  
i t  was a t  t h a t  t ime t h a t  BARKER s u p p l i e d  t h e  in fo rmat ion  
concerning t h e  69 VC K I A  by a r t i l l e r y  (pgs .  1 9 1 ,  1 9 2 ) .  

3. FLIGHT TO THE OPERATIONAL AREA. 

a .  Reason. 

I n i t i a l l y  t h e  w i t n e s s  c o n t r a d i c t e d  t h e  f i r s t  
test imony t h a t  he gave t o  t h e  Peers  I n q u i r y  by s t a t i n g  
t h a t  BARKER had informed him of  a r e p o r t  from Major WATKE 
o r  someone i n  WHTKEts o p e r a t i o n  c e n t e r  r ega rd ing  a 
h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  w i t n e s s i n g  a U . S .  s o l d i e r  s h o o t  a c i v i l i a n .  
BARKER s e n t  him o u t  i n  t h e  command and c o n t r o l  s h i p  t o  check 
wi th  MEDINA on t h i s  r e p o r t  (pgs .  168-170).  However, a f t e r  
be ing  read  WATKE'S t e s t imony ,  t h e  w i t n e s s  r e v e r t e d  t o  h i s  
e a r l i e r  v e r s i o n ,  i .e. , i t  was only  a r o u t i n e  f l i g h t  (pgs .  
179, 180,  1 8 4 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  WATKE coming i n t o  t h e  
TOC p r i o r  t o  h i s  d e p a r t u r e .  H e  exp la ined  h i s  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  
a s  an i n d i c a t i o n  o f  h i s  unsureness  of  t h e  e x a c t  sequence o f  
h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  day (pg. 184) . 

b .  Overf ly ing  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  

He f lew a t  an a l t i t u d e  of  about  1500 f e e t  (pg .174) .  
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Wrlen he  a r r i v e d  o v e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a ,  h e  c o u l d  see 
t r o o p s  moving o u t  o f  t h e  e a s t e r n  s i d e  o f  My L a i  ( 4 )  i n t o  
t h e  a d j a c e n t  r ice  p a d d i e s  (pg.  1 7 4 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  see any 
b o d i e s ,  n o r  was h e  l o o k i n g  f o r  b o d i e s  ( p g s .  1 7 5 ,  1 8 4 ) .  H e  
d i d  s e e  a c o u p l e  o f  smoke s t r e a m s  (pg.  1 7 5 ) .  CALHOUN 
d e n i e d  l a n d i n g  t o  t a l k  w i t h  C a p t a i n  MICHLES o r  MEDINA 
( p g s .  1 7 5 ,  1 8 3 )  . CALIIOUN d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  f l y i n g  back t o  t h e  
C/1/20 and B/4/3 l a a g e r  a r e a s  l a t e r  i n  t h e  day t o  b r i e f  
t h e  commanders on, t h e  n e x t  days  o p e r a t i o n  p l a n .  KOTOUC 
p r o u a u l y  d i d  (pg.  2 1 2 ) .  

c .  CALHOUN-MEDINA r a d i o  c o n v e r s a t i o n .  

A f t e r  uecoming a i r b o r n e ,  CALHOUN r e c e i v e d  a r e p o r t  
o f  a U.S. s o l d i e r  s h o o t i n g  a c i v i l i a n  (pgs .  167 ,  179 ,  1 8 0 ) .  
lie was g i v e n  tile c o o r d i n a t e s  (pg .  1 6 7 ) .  CALIIOUN asked  
MEDINA i f  n e  had  any t r o o p s  i n  t h a t  a r e a  and MEDINA s a i d  
no lie d i d  n o t  (pg .  1 6 7 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  t e l l i n g  MEDINA t o  
t a k e  a l l  p r e c a u t i o n s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  p r e v e n t  c i v i l i a n  
c a s u a l t i e s  and t o  do no unneces sa ry  b u r n i n g  (pg.  1 6 8 ) .  
CALHOUN l a t e r  c o n t r a d i c t e d  t h i s  t e s t i m o n y  by s t a t i n g  t h a t  
h e  d i d  n o t  speak  w i t h  MEDINA t h a t  d a y ,  b u t  on a n o t h e r  
o c c a s i o n  (pg .  1 8 1 ) .  H e  e x p l a i n e d  t h e  o r d e r s  o f  MEDINA 
and MICHLES t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  h i s  e a r l i e r  
t r a n s m i s s i o n  a s  r e l a t e d  by KOTOUC (pg.  1 8 2 ) .  H e  o n l y  
made one t r i p  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  t h a t  morning and h e  
s t a y e d  i n  t h e  TOC most o f  t h e  t ime  p r i o r  t o  t h e  f l i g h t  
(pg .  1 8 2 ) .  

a .  C i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  and b r i q a d e  ' s  r e a c t i o n .  

Tne w i t n e s s  d e n i e d  h a v i n g  knowledge o f  more t h a n  
one c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t y  a t  t h e  t i m e  n e  o v e r f l e w  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  
a r e a  (pg.  176 )  . H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  a 
h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g  t o  e v a c u a t e  a wounded boy and e v a c u a t i n g  
nim t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  i n  Quang Ngai (pg .  1 7 6 ) ;  a  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  
between a i r  and ground f o r c e s  (pg.  1 7 6 ) ;  and a h e l i c o p t e r  
g u n s h i p  l a n d i n g  i n  f r o n t  o f  advanc ing  U.S. i n f a n t r y  t o  
e v a c u a t e  c i v i l i a n s  (pg.  1 7 7 ) .  However, t h a t  a f t e r n o o n  a t  
t n e  TOC n e  l e a r n e d  o f  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  f rom MEDINA 
(pg.  2 0 8 ) .  Task Fo rce  Ba rke r  r e c e i v e d  an  o r d e r  from b r i g a d e  
t h a t  MEDINA was t o  go i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and r e p o r t  t h e  
numuer o f  noncombatants  k i l l e d  and by what means t h e y  were 
k i l l e d .  H e  d i d  n o t  know who i n  b r i g a d e  i s s u e d  t h i s  o r d e r  
o r  who r e c e i v e d  it i n  t h e i r  TOC (pg ,  2 0 8 ) .  CALHOUN 
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c a l l e d  MEDINA on t h e  r a d i o  and i n s t r u c t e d  him t o  r e t u r n  
t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and de t e rmine  t h e  number o f  c i v i l i a n s  who 
had been  k i l l e d  and by what means t h e y  were k i l l e d  ( p g . 2 0 8 ) .  

b .  KOSTER's countermand o f  CALHOUN's o r d e r .  

MEDINA r e p l i e d  t h a t  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  h i s  knowledge 
t h e r e  were 20 t o  30 c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y .  MEDINA 
s t a t e d  t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  want t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  be- 
c a u s e  t h e y  were i n  c l o s e  p r o x i m i t y  t o  t h e i r  n i g h t  l a a g e r  
p o s i t i o n  and w e r e  a w a i t i n g  r e s u p p l y .  Fu r the rmore ,  h e  d i d  
n o t  want t o  h a z a r d  t h e  mines and b o o b y t r a p s  a g a i n .  CALHOUN 
t n e n  t o l d  MEDINA t h a t  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  h i s  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  he  
was t o  r e t u r n  t o  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  A t  t h i s  po in t  i n  t i m e ,  
KOSTER, t h e  C G ,  i n t e r r u p t e d  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  and c o u n t e r -
manded CALHOUN'S o r d e r .  KOSTER s t a t e d  t h e r e  would b e  no 
need f o r  C/1/20 t o  r e t u r n  t o  My ~ a i( 4 )  (pgs .  209-211) .  
I t  i s  a l s o  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  KOSTER s a i d  "Now, I want  you t o  
p a s s  i t  t o  Rawhide 6 " ,  which would have been HENDERSON 
(pg.  2 1 1 ) .  

5.  OFFICIAL RECORDS. 

The w i t n e s s  was a d v i s e d  o f  t h e  d i v e r g e n c i e s  i n  t h e  
manner t h a t  t h e  VC were r e p o r t e d  K I A  and a l s o  i n  t h e  
c o o r d i n a t e s  a s  i n d i c a t e d  i n  t h e  Task Force  Ba rke r  l o g s ,  
b r i g a d e  l o g s ,  and d i v i s i o n  l o g s  ( p g s .  193 ,  194)  . H e  c o u l d  
n o t  e x p l a i n  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  (pg .  1 9 5 ) .  CALHOUN d i d  n o t  know 
how o r  by whom t h e  r e p o r t  o f  69  VC k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  w a s  made. 
I t  was h i s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  VC were k i l l e d  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e  and n o t  500 m e t e r s  away (pg .  1 9 5 ) .  CALHOUN c o u l d  
n o t  e x p l a i n  why t h e  news accoun t  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was 
d i f f e r e n t  i n  t h e  1 1 t h  B r i g a d e ' s  TRIDENT and The America1 
Newsheet o f  1 7  March (pg .  1 9 6 ) .  A l s o ,  CALHOUN appea red  a t  
a l o s s  t o  e x p l a i n  why t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  l o g s  c a r r i e d  10 t o  11 
women and c h i l d r e n  k i l l e d  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  a r t i l l e r y  and gun- 
s h i p  f i r e  and t h e  b r i g a d e  l o g  f a i l e d  t o  r e f l e c t  a comparable  
e n t r y  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  l o g  
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  b r i g a d e  had been  n o t i f i e d  o f  t h e  noncombatant  
c a s u a l t i e s  (pg .  213) . H e  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  h e  was remiss i n  
n o t  check ing  t h e  l o g  c o r r e c t l y  (pg.  2 1 3 ) .  

8 SUM APP T-6A 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

EXEIIBITS 

(CALHOUN) 

EXHIBIT 
NUMEER 

-

-

M-23 

M-46 

M-113 

9 
FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

SUM APP T-6A 

PAGES 

191 ,213  

196 

191 

196 

192 

190 

DESCRIPTION 
TF Barke r  l o g ,  . 

r 68 
l l t h  Bde TRIDENT; 
2 7  Mar 68 
T r a n s c r i p t  o f  TF Barke r ' s  
t a p e  

A m e r i c a 1  N e w s - S h e e t ,  
1 7  Mar 68 
l l t h  Bde J o u r n a l ,  16-19 
Mar 
I n f o r m a t i o n  S h e e t ,  K I A ,  
and r e l a t e d  r e p o r t s ,  
unda ted .  

NOTES 

Shown t o  w i t n e s s .  

Shown t o  w i t n e s s .  
E x c e r p t s  r e a d  t o  
w i t n e s s .  Shown t o  
w i t n e s s .  

Shown t o  w i t n e s s .  
E n t r i e s .  50  and 53 
shown t o  w i t n e s s .  
E n t e r e d  i n t o  
e v i d e n c e .  W i t  . 

r e a d  t h e  e x h i b i t .  



FOR OFFICIU USE ONLY 

(.The hear ing  reconvened a t  1 0 2 2  hours ,  5 December 
1969. ) 

10: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The following named persons a r e  p resen t :  LTG PEERS, 
COL MILLER, COL W I L S O N ,  AND MAJ LYNN. 

The next  witness  i s  Major Charles C .  CALHOUN. 

(MAJ CALHOUN was c a l l e d  as  a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  follows :) 

Major CALHOUPJ, w i l l  you please s t a t e  your f u l l  
name, grade,  Soc ia l  Secur i ty  number, branch of s e r v i c e ,  
o rgan iza t ion ,  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. Charles Cooper CALHOUN, Major , S o c i a l  Secur i ty  
number, , U . S .  Army. 

I 0  : I t h i n k  you want h i s  p r e s e n t  duty assignment. 

A .  United S t a t e s  Cont inenta l  Arn~yCommand. 

8 Major CALHOUN , be£o r e  we proceed with any 
ques t ions ,  I s h a l l  inform you of s e v e r a l  ma t t e r s .  

This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by 
t h e  Secre tary  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f ,  United 
S t a t e s  Army, f o r  t h e  purpose of determining f a c t s  and 
making recommendations concerning : 

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and subsequent reviews and r e p o r t s  wi th in  
t h e  chain of command, of what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  
as  t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t  of 1 6  March 1 96 8  ; and 

( 2 )  p o s s i b l e  suppression o r  withholding of  
information by any person who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  and t o  
fu rn i sh  information concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

1 
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Th i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  be ing  conducted t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l  f a c t s  and c i rcumstances  of what happened 
a t  My La i .  I t  i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h o s e  s p e c i f i c  purposes  
which I have j u s t  s t a t e d ,  number one and two. Do you have 
any q u e s t i o n s  on t h a t ?  

A. N O ,  sir. 

Q .  I have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  me and have 
reviewed p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s t a t emen t s  ob ta ined  i n  o t h e r  
o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  and t h a t  

i n c l u d e s  your s t a t e m e n t  which you made i n  t h e  I n s p e c t o r  

General  i n q u i r y .  

Although t h e  g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  
r e p o r t  w i l l  be  c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t es t imony,  
o r  p a r t s  of it, may la ter  become a m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  
knowledge. 

There  a r e  s e v e r a l  people  i n  t h i s  room who 
may ask you some q u e s t i o n s .  These i n d i v i d u a l s  a r e  my 
a s s i s t a n t s  and they  a r e  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  ask  q u e s t i o n s  i n  my 
name. However, I have t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  weighing t h e  
evidence and making t h e  f i n d i n g s  and recommendations. 

You a r e  o rde red  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your  t es t imony 
w i t h  o t h e r s  excep t  i n  t h e  performance o f  o f f i c i a l  duty  o r  
as you may be r e q u i r e d  t o  do s o  b e f o r e  a competent j u d i c i a l  
o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. 

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  you are cau t ioned  t h a t  i f  you a r e  
s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  o r d e r  i s s u e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  jud-ge i n  t h e  
gene ra l  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  c a s e  of United S t a t e s  v. C a l l e y ,  your  
appearance h e r e  i n  no way changes t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  and 
e f f e c t  of t h a t  o r d e r .  

Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  a t  t h i s  t ime  Colonel  
MILLER? 

COL MILLER: Nothing,  s i r .  

10. Major CALHOUN, would you g i v e  us you du ty  
- assignment a s  of t h e  1 6 t h  of March, 1968? 
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A. S i r ,  I was t h e  execut ive  o f f i c e r  of Task Force 
Barker and S3. 

Q. How long had you been i n  t h a t  capaci ty?  

A. I had been i n  t h a t  capac i ty  s ince  t h e  l a t t e r  
p a r t  of January 1968, s i r .  

Q Is t h a t  when t h e  t a s k  fo rce  was formed? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  it was formed, I 'm no t  s u r e  of t h e  
exac t  d a t e ,  bu t  somewhere around t h e  20th o r  2 1 s t  of 
January,  1 9  6 8. 

Q So p r i o r  t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion ,  you had 
had about 4 5  days o r  a month and a h a l f  o r  s o  with t h e  t a s k  
fo rce?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q = What was your duty assignment p r i o r  t o  t h a t ?  

A. I was a br igade  S 1  of t h e  11 th  I n f a n t r y  Brigade. 

Q Would you t e l l  us t h e  reason why t h e  opera t ion  
was conducted i n  t h e  Son My a r e a p  being i n i t i a t e d  on t h e  
16th  of March, 1968? 

A. T o  answer t h a t ,  I would have t o  give you a l i t t l e  
background. May I give t h e  background on t h a t ,  s i r ?  

Q Yes. I might i n d i c a t e  a t  t h i s  t ime t h a t  a t  a 
l a t e r  d a t e  we w i l l  have some people t h a t  w i l l  want t o  
contac t  you t o  g e t  informat'ion t o  b u i l d  up t h e  background 
on p r i o r  opera t ions  i n t o  t h e  a rea .  

A. Right ,  s ir .  

Q. To g e t  a p i c t u r e  of t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  a c t u a l l y  
e x i s t e d  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I t h i n k  t h a t  i s  about what you 
want t o  g ive .  I would l i k e  a t  t h i s  t ime f o r  you t o  give 
it only i n  b r i e f .  

A.  S i r ,  based on i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s ,  we, t h e  
t a s k  fo rce  commander, determined t h a t  t h e  48th VC B a t t a l i o n  
and o t h e r  smal l e r  u n i t s  were back i n  t h e  My Lai  a r e a  where 
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they had been l o c a t e d  f o r  many y e a r s ,  o p e r a t i n g  o u t  of 
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a .  And Colonel  BARKER made a determi-
n a t i o n  based on t h i s  i n t e l l i g e n c e  from 11 th  Brigade and 
from Son My headqua r t e r s  and based on t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
ga the red  from t h e  wits t h a t  were o p e r a t i n g ,  t h a t  t hey  
were i n  t h a t  a r e a .  And he  determined t h a t  an o p e r a t i o n  
would be neces sa ry  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  

Q You s a i d  t h e  Son My D i s t r i c t  h eadqua r t e r s .  
Is t h a t  r a t h e r  synonymous w i t h  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  head-
q u a r t e r s ?  

A. I may be g e t t i n g  mixed 'up on my names. Son 
My i s  t h e  d i s t r i c t  j u s t  sou th  of LZ D o t t i e .  

Q I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  c o r r e c t  terminology is  
Quang Ngai Province .  

R igh t ,  s i r .  

Q.  This  d i s t r i c t  was known a s  t h e  Son Tinh 
D i s t r i c t  of Quang Ngai Province.  The v i l l a g e  was Son 
My. The hamlets  had v a r i o u s  names, mostly My Lai (1), 
( 2 )  , ( 3 )  , ( 4 )  , and s o  on. 

A. That  i s  c o r r e c t ,  s i r .  I made a mis t ake .  It 
i s  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  

Q Had you o p e r a t e d  i n  t h a t  a r e a  b e f o r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  many t imes .  We had been down i n  
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  two prev ious  l a r g e  o p e r a t i o n s  on 
numerous occas ions ,  and s m a l l e r ,  company-size o p e r a t i o n s .  

Q Did you encoun te r  s t i f f  o p p o s i t i o n  i n  t h a t  a r ea?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  On two l a r g e r  o p e r a t i o n s ,  we made 
heavy enemy c o n t a c t  with-,-I would--of cou r se ,  t h e s e  f i g u r e s  
I g i v e ,  I d o n ' t  know f o r  s u r e ,  bu t  I would say  on each one 
of t h e  l a r g e r  o p e r a t i o n s  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  t h e r e  were approxi-
mately 30 t o  40 U . S .  c a s u a l t i e s  s u s t a i n e d .  

Q .  What were most of t h e s e  c a s u a l t i e s  from? 

A. They were most ly  from smal l  arms f i r e  and 
mortar  f i r e  from t h e  enemy. 
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Q Were t h e r e  many c a s u a l t i e s  from booby t r a p s ?  

A. There were some c a s u a l t i e s  from booby t r a p s ,  s i r .  
Not a s  many from booby t r x p s  from t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  as  
from o t h e r  a reas .  There were booby t r a p  c a s u a l t i e s ,  y e s ,  
s i r .  

Q. Before going i n t o  th i s  a r e a ,  what a c t i o n  had been 
taken t o  c l e a r  t h e  opera t iona l  a rea?  I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  
assignment of t h e  A0 t a c t i c a l  a r e a  of o p e r a t i o n s ,  a reas  of 
opera t ion?  I f  I am c o r r e c t ,  th is  was ou t s ide  of your normal 
opera t iona l  a r e a .  What a c t i o n  was taken t o  o b t a i n  approval 
t o  opera te  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  and was it necessary t o  provide a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n ?  

A .  The method of ob ta in ing  th i s  a d d i t i o n  t o  our  A0 
o r  e x t e n t i o n a l  AO, we always i n  t h i s  case ,  had t o  go t o  
our next  h igher  headquar ters ,  which was t h e  b r igade ,  and 
o u t l i n e  t o  them t h e  ex ten t ion ,  t h e  boundaries of t h e  
ex ten t ion  t h a t  we a c t u a l l y  wanted. Of m u r s e ,  it then  
went t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  and back t o  t h e  Vietnamese province,  
back t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  back t o  b r igade ,  and back t o  us and 
it was c lea red .  

Q. Was it necessary f o r  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade t o  c l e a r  
t h e  cpe ra t ion  and t h e  opera t iona l  a r e a  wi th  t h e  Aner ica l  
Division? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q - . - P r i o r  t o  ob ta in ing  approval from t h e  ARVN 
d i v i s i o n  commander? 

A. S i r ,  I c a n ' t  speak as  f a r  a s  i n  a br igade  l e v e l  
a t  t h a t  time. It i s  my understanding it went t o  t h e  
br igade ,  from br igade  t o  d i v i s i o n .  

Q. Once t h a t  approval was obta ined ,  it was a  ma t t e r  
of l o c a l  coordina t ion  w i t h  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander? 

That i s  c o r r e c t .  

Q = Would you i n d i c a t e  t h e  approxinate  d a t e  t h i s  
opera t ion  was conceived and t h e  planning which had gone i n t o  
t h e  makeup of t h i s  opera t ion?  
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A. There i s  one problem I have i n  answering t h a t  
q u e s t i o n .  I was c a l l e d  down t o  USARV on a TDY t r i p  p r i o r  
t o  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  When I came back o f f  of t h i s  TDY t r i p ,  
and I d o n ' t  remember t h e  number of days ,  1, 2 days ,  
3 ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  But t h e  i n i t i a l  p lanning  Colonel  
BARKER had done and had o u t l i n e d  on an o v e r l a y ,  a p i e c e  
of a c e t a t e  .over  t h e  map. H i s  concept of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
and we discussed--I  d i s c u s s e d  wi th  him of t h i s  s e v e r a l  
days p r i o r  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t o  make s u r e  I unders tood 
what h i s  concept  was. 

Q Would you o u t l i n e  t h e  reconna issance  which had 
been made i n  suppor t  of t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  a e r i a l  recon-
na i s sance  and ground reconna issance  i f  such w a s  done? 

A. There w a s  some ground r econna i s sance ,  n o t  d i r e c t l y  
b u t  i n d i r e c t l y ,  having been i n  t h a t  a r e a  s e v e r a l  t imes  b e f o r e .  
There were u n i t  commanders, company commanders t h a t  had been 
t h e r e  b e f o r e  t h a t  t a l k e d  w i t h  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  commander a s  f a r  
a s  t h e  ground. The t a s k  f o r c e  commander h imse l f  had flown 
over  t h e  a r e a  q u i t e  a b i t  and knew t h e  a r e a  from t h e  a i r .  I n  
p r e s e n t i n g  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  t o  t h e  company commanders i nvo lved ,  
I gave a b r i e f  map b r i e f i n g  o f f  of t h e  map which was merely 
t h e  concept  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and then  Colonel  BARKER took t h e  
t h r e e  company commanders--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  When d i d  you g i v e  t h i s  o r i e n t a t i o n  
t o  t h e  company commanders? 

A. The day p r i o r  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s .  It must have 
been on t h e  1 5 t h ,  s i r .  

Q About what t ime of day? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  p i n  it down, s i r ,  a s  t o  t h e  e x a c t  
t ime .  A s  b e s t  I can remember, it was i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon  a f t e r  
t h e  noon hour ,  sometime i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon .  I d o n ' t  know t h e  
e x a c t  t i m e .  I t  was j u s t  a concept of t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  n o t  a 
very d e t a i l e d  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  I gave. Colonel  BARKER then  took 
h i s  company commanders and h i s  b a t t a l i o n ,  h i s  a r t i l l e r y  b a t -
t e r y  commander i n  t h e  a i r c r a f t ,  and they  f lew o v e r  t h e  a r e a .  

Q Did he  t a k e  th.e b a t t a l i o n  commander o r  t h e  b a t t e r y  
commander? 

H e  took  t h e  b a t t e r y  commander, s i r ,  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  

(CALHOUN) 6 APP T-6 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


b a t t e r y  commander who was loca ted  LZ Uptight  t h a t  supported 
our  t a s k  fo rce .  

Q- Did you accompany them on t h a t  reconnaissance? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d id  no t .  Colonel BARKER had a  pol icy  
t h a t  he and I never flew toge the r .  He was concerned t h a t  
i f  a chopper went down, w i t h  our  a u s t e r e  s t a f f ,  and i f  both 
of us were somehow k i l l e d  o r  wounded s e r i o u s l y ,  we would 
have no one t h e r e  t o  con t ro l  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ,  t o  con t ro l  it 
u n t i l  someone could g e t  t h e r e .  So, t h e r e f o r e ,  we never 
flew t o g e t h e r  . 

(Whereupon, COL FRAIJKLIN e n t e r e d  t h e  hear ing  room 
and was sworn. ) 

RCDR: You, Colonel Joseph R. FRANKLIN,  do swear t h a t  
you w i l l  f a i t h f u l l y  perform a l l  d u t i e s  and funct ions  
assigned t o  you i n  t h e  conduct of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  so  
h e l p  you God? 

COLONEL FRANKLIN: I do. 

10. Do you r e c a l l  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  your o u t l i n e  of  
t h e  concept of opera t ion  whether o r  no t  t h e r e  was an 
i n t e l l i g e n c e  b r i e f i n g  which t h e  cGm2zny d id?  

A. S i r ,  I don1t remember. There may have been. We 
t r i e d  always t o  have an i n t e l l i g e n c e  b r i e f i n g .  I don I t 

remember whether t h e  S-2 b r i e f i n g  was through t h e  i n t e l -  
l igence  a t  t h i s  time o r  n o t .  I t h i n k  t h a t  he d i d .  

Q. Did Colonel BARKER assemble h i s  company 
commanders and o t h e r  commanders t h a t  were a s s o c i a t e d  
with t h e  opera t ions  t o  i s s u e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  o r d e r  t o  
them? 

A. Yes, sir.  This i s  what we were doing when I 
said t h a t  t h e  b r i e f  concept o f  t h e  opera t ion  I gave with 
a l l  the  company commanders. I should have s 'aid t h a t  it was 
given t o  a l l  t h e  company commanders. Following t h i s ,  he 
took them up and completed i s s u i n g  h i s  o r d e r  i n  t h e  a i r  
over t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a ,  s i r .  

Q. Did you a l s o  have t h e r e  t h e  commander of  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  u n i t  t h a t  was t o  support  t h e  opera t ions?  Did 
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you have t h e  commander of t h e  aero-scout  u n i t  t h a t  was t o  
suppor t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and o t h e r  key i n d i v i d u a l s ?  

A. S i r ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  about the--I 'm n o t  s u r e  and 
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  may have been t h e r e .  I 
am no t  s u r e  whether t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  suppor t  company commander 
was t h e r e .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  maybe--I c a n ' t  answer it, s ir .  
I d o n ' t  know, He may have been and I d o n ' t  remember. 
Normally when w e  conduct an o p e r a t i o n  wi th  t h e  Warlord u n i t ,  
w e  i nc lude  them on t h e i r  b r i e f i n g .  To be a b l e  s o  s a y ,  
"Yes, s i r ,  they  were t h e r e ,  " I couldn '  t say .  

Q. Who were t h e  Warlords? 

A. They were an aero-scout  company t h a t  were 
l o c a t e d  a t  LZ Dot t i e  t h a t  suppor ted  us on numerous o p e r a t i o n s .  

Q Were they  s t a t i o n e d  a t  D o t t i e  o r  worked o u t  
of  D o t t i e ?  

A .  They were s t a t i o n e d  a t  Chu L a i ,  b u t  came down 
every day and worked o u t  of LZ D o t t i e .  There w a s  a r e f u e l i n g  
s t a t i o n  a t  D o t t i e  and a l s o  a sma l l  l and ing  s t r i p .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  which w e r e  i s s u e d  
concerning t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep  t o  precede t h e  a s s a u l t  l a n d i n g  
of t h e  f i r s t  u n i t  t h a t  was p u t  i n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  unders tand  what you mean by i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  
s i r .  I only  know t h a t  it w a s  an a r t i l l e r y  p r e p  t o  cover  t h e  
l and ing  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  i n  t h e r e ,  and it was about  3 o r  
5 minute p r e p a r a t i o n .  I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  b u t  w e  never--
our  preps  never  l a s t e d  ove r  5 minutes ,  normal ly  3 t o  5 minutes 
prep.  A s  soon as t h a t  p r e p a r a t i o n  w a s  l i f t e d ,  2 minutes a f t e r  
it had l i f t e d ,  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  were supposed t o  touch down. 
This  w a s  o u r  concept  of o p e r a t i n g  t h e i r  a s s a u l t ,  h e l i - a s s a u l t .  

Q. How many t u b e s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h i s  prep? 

A .  S i r ,  I c a n ' t  answer t h a t .  I know how many t u b e s  
were l o c a t e d  o u t  a t  LZ Up t igh t ,  which w a s  where t h e  b a t t e r y  
w a s  l o c a t e d ,  and t h a t  w a s  a four- tubed 105 b a t t e r y .  

Q How many rounds were f i r e d  i n  t h i s  p rep?  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember. I d o n ' t  remember t h e  
number of rounds.  Normally, i n  an o p e r a t i o n  l i k e  t h i s ,  t h e r e  
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would be  40 t o  60 rounds normally f i r e d .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
t h e  number of rounds t h a t  were f i r e d  i n  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h e  s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o r - s  f o r  
the l o c a t i o n  of t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep? 

, A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  The s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s  a s  
t o  t h e  l o c a t i o n ?  

Q Y e s .  

A. I t  w a s  t o  be  i n  t h e  wes t  s i d e  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  
My Lai .  

Q How f a r  was t h e  LZ from t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  i n  t h a t  I w a s n ' t  over  
t h e  a r e a  when t h e y  went i n .  I can only t e l l  you what t h e  
p lanning  LZ was, and h e r e  a g a i n ,  I am speaking  from a map. 
These a r e  1:50,000 maps and d i s t a n c e  g e t s  a l i t t l e  t i g h t  
when you s t a r t  t a l k i n g  about it. But i n  my own mind, I 
thought  t h a t  LZ w a s  about 300 t o  500 meters  from t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  i s s u e d  t o  
t h e  a f f e c t  t h a t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p  was t o  be p u t  on t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  know whether  I hea rd  it e x a c t l y  
l i k e  on t h e  v i l l a g e .  But it was t o  be  p l aced  on t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  i n  t h e  a r e a  of t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  h e l i -
c o p t e r s  when they  were going i n  f o r  t h e i r  f i n a l  l and ing ,  
sir.  

Q Were t h e r e  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  given t o  burn o r  
t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. S i r ,  a s  f a r  as I know, t h e r e  were no i n s t r u c t i o n s  
r ece ived  from b r i g a d e  nor  were t h e r e  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  p l aced  
o u t  of t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  t h a t  s a i d  anyth ing  about  burn ing  t h e  
v i l l a g e  o r  k i l l i n g  any c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Were t h e r e  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  g iven  concerning t h e  
burn ing  of  any v i l l a g e  i n  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  you know o f ?  

A. No, sir.  There w a s  no th ing  given t o  t h e  company, n o r  
d i d  we r e c e i v e  anyth ing  from b r i g a d e ,  n o r  d i d  w e  pa s s  anyth ing  
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on t o  t h e  companies t h a t  gave t h e  o r d e r  t o  burn any 
v i l l a g e .  Now, I would l i k e  t o  p o i n t  o u t ,  s i r ,  t h a t  I was 
no t  i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  w i t h  Colonel  BARKER when he b r i e f e d  
t h e  company commanders o v e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a .  So I 
cannot vouch f o r  t h a t .  T h a t ' s  why I would l i k e  f o r  it t o  
be  unders tood,  p l e a s e ,  s i r ,  t o  p r e f a c e  it by say ing  a s  f a r  
as  I know t h e r e  was no th ing  t h a t  came through channe ls  t h a t  
inc luded  me o r  went through me t o  t h e  company commanders 
s ay ing  t h a t  t h i s  was t o  be done. 

Q side from t h e  company commander of  C/1/20
and B/4/3, who was aboard t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  d u r i n g  t h e  recon-' 
na i s sance?  

A. S i r ,  I know f o r  s u r e  t h a t  t h e  b a t t e r y  commander, 
I b e l i e v e  it w a s  D/6/11 A r t i l l e r y ,  was on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
w i th  Colonel  BARKER, and I f e e l  reasonably  s u r e  a l s o  t h a t  t h e  
company commander o f  A/3/1 w a s  a l s o  on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  w i t h  
him. A s  w e l l  a s  I can remember, t h e  t h r e e  company commanders 
and a b a t t e r y  commander were on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  w i t h  him. 
Other  t han  t h a t ,  I a m  n o t  s u r e ,  s i r ,  b u t  I know t h o s e  people  
were w i th  him. 

Q. Were t h e r e  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  i s s u e d  t o  k i l l  a l l  
of t h e  animals  and d e s t r o y  t h e  w e l l s ?  

A .  S i r ,  a s  f a r  a s  I know, a s  I s t a t e d  b e f o r e ,  t h e r e  
were no such i n s t r u c t i o n s  r ece ived  from b r i g a d e  o r  passed  
ou t  of t a s k  f o r c e  headqua r t e r s  t o  do such a t h i n g .  

Q . Were you anywhere n e a r  t h e  immediate v i c i n i t y  
of t h e  u n i t s  of  C/1/20 t h a t  a f t e r n o o n ,  t h a t  even ing ,  o r  w e r e  
you wi th  them t h e  fo l lowing  morning p r i o r  t o  t h e  combat a s s a u l t ?  

A .  N o ,  s i r .  I f  I can remember c o r r e c t l y ,  t h e y  
were s t a g e d  a t  t h e  LZ.  When you say n e a r  them, I am s u r e  
t h a t  I was n e a r  them. I n  o t h e r  words,  I never  g o t  o u t  i n  
a group and t a l k e d  wi th  them a t  a l l .  I would l i k e  t o  p o i n t  
o u t ,  s i r ,  i f  I may, i n  my duty  a s  XO and t h e  S 3 ,  p a r t  o f  
my time had t o  be s p e n t  on r e s u p p l y ,  l o g i s t i c s ,  and admin-
i s t r a t i o n .  I would l i k e  t o  point o u t  t h a t  o u r  headqua r t e r s  
s t a f f  was a very a u s t e r e  s t a f f .  For example, we had no 
r a d i o  o p e r a t o r s ,  which meant t h a t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  s e r g e a n t  o r  
t h e  S 2  s e r g e a n t  were o p e r a t i n g  t h e  r a d i o s .  I d i d  a g r e a t  
d e a l  of moni tor ing  t h e  r a d i o s  as S3, b u t  I a l s o  had t o  
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do a l o t  of t a l k i n g  on t h e  r a d i o s  a s  w e l l .  The m a j o r i t y  
of my t i m e  w a s  s p e n t  w i t h i n  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  o p e r a t i o n  c e n t e r ,  
i f  n o t  on S 3  m a t t e r ,  c o n t a c t i n g  t h e  r e a r  concern ing  l o c a t i o n  
o r  c o n t a c t i n g  b r i g a d e  concerning a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  

Q I t h i n k  what you a r e  i n d i c a t i n g ,  i s  t h a t  t h e  
b r igade  s t a f f  was an extremely a u s t e r e  s t a f f ,  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  
s t a f f ,  t h e  Task Force Barker  s t a f f .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Approximately how many people  d i d  you have on 
t h e  e n t i r e  s t a f f ?  

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  g ive  m e  a minute.. I might be  , a b l e  to--
I b e l i e v e ,  s i r ,  count ing  Colonel  BARKER, t h e r e  w e r e  about LO 
of us .  I am n o t  s u r e .  

Q O f f i c e r s ?  

A. And e n l i s t e d  pe r sonne l .  

Q Comparing t h i s  t o  a normal b a t t a l i o n  s t a f f ,  what 
would you say--in comparison t o  a normal b a t t a l i o n  o p e r a t i o n a l  
s t a f f  would you say t h a t  t h i s  w a s  q u i t e  a u s t e r e ?  

A. Well ,  I d o n ' t  want t o  l e a d  you t o  t h i n k  it was s o  
a u s t e r e  t h a t  w e  cou ldnDt do the p rope r  job. I t  wasnlt t h a t  
a u s t e r e ,  b u t  I a m  s ay ing  it w a s  c e r t a i n l y  l e s s  t h a n  a normal 
b a t t a l i o n  s t a f f  t h a t  has  a r a d i o  o p e r a t o r  and t h i n g s  of t h i s  
n a t u r e ,  s i r .  

Q. Did you g a i n  any impress ion  t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  o r  t h e  morning b e f o r e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  b ~ q a nconcerning 
t h e  a t t i t u d e ,  t h e  temperament, t h e  s p i r i t ,  and so f o r t h  of 
t h e  o f f i c e r s  of t h e  b a t t a l i o n .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  u n i t s  
concerned o r  of t h e  personne l  i n  t h e  u n i t ,  p r i m a r i l y  C/1/20? 

A. No, s i r ,  because of s e v e r a l  o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  w e  
had a l r e a d y  conducted i n  t h a t  a r e a .  I 'm--this  i s  on ly  a 
thought  and n o t h i n g  t h a t  I can back up d e f i n i t e l y .  I ' m  
s u r e  t h a t  t h e y  f e l t  t h a t  some f ee l ing - - I  d o n ' t  know t h e  
e x a c t  word t h a t  t h e y  were, They f e l t  t h a t  probably they  
were going i n t o  a h o t  a r e a  i n  which t h e y  would make heavy 
c o n t a c t ,  a s  we had t w i c e  b e f o r e .  This  i s  on ly  a c o n j e c t u r e ,  
s i r ,  n o t  an a c t u a l  o b s e r v a t i o n .  
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Q a Is it your  recol lect ion--what  i s  your  r e c o l -
l e c t i o n  a s  t o  t h e  f o r c e  t h a t  would be expec t ed  t o  be 
encountered by C/1/20 i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  hamlet? 

A. S i r ,  based  on prev ious  o p e r a t i o n s ,  I would 
e s t i m a t e ,  and t h i s  aga in  i s  my own opin ion  probably based 
on prev ious ,  o p e r a t i o n s  o f  what t h e  o t h e r  u n i t s  have h i t  
i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  around 150 enemy f o r c e .  

Q I n  t h e  hamlet? 

A .  I have no i d e a  what would have been i n  t h e  
hamlet ,  s i r .  I a m  t a l k i n g  about sp read  o u t .  P o s s i b l y  
i n  t h a t  hamlet  and some of t h e  o t h e r s ,  150 t o  p o s s i b l y  
200-man f o r c e .  

Q. That  would be t h e  48th Local  Force  B a t t a l i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Would you now account  f o r  your a c t i v i t i e s  
s t a r t i n g  i n  t h e  morning o f  t h e  16 th?  What you know 
about t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  What you hea rd  t h a t  w a s  coming 
back i n  over  t h e  r a d i o ,  and how you p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  i t ?  

A. Well ,  t h a t  morning, of c o u r s e ,  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
s e r g e a n t  and I were on t h e  r a d i o s .  I n  running  a h e l i c o p t e r  
assnu l t ,  t h e r e  arc s z v e r z l  different n e t s  you must o p e r a t e .  
You must o p e r a t e  a b a t t a l i o n  a i r  n e t  which t h e  chopper 
worked on i n  coming i n  and p i c k i n g  up people  and p u t t i n g  
them on t h e  ground. W e  s t i l l  had t o  have a r a d i o  on t h e  
b r igade  command n e t ;  and we a l s o  had t o  have one on t h e  
b a t t a l i o n  command n e t ,  because once t h e  u n i t s  were on t h e  
ground, t hey  swi t ch  from t h e  c o n t r o l  n e t  f o r  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  
t o  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  command n e t ,  and we s t a r t e d  r e p o r t i n g  i n  on 
t h a t  n a t u r e .  There were two of us o p e r a t i n g  t h r e e  r a d i o s ,  
p l u s  a l l  t h e  t e l ephone  c a l l s  t h a t  might have come i n .  

Q- Did you have any d i r e c t  communication wi th  
t h e  aero-scout  u n i t ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  They came up on ou r  t a s k  f o r c e  
frequency and o p e r a t e d  on t h a t ,  a l s o ,  s o  i f  w e  needed t o  
c o n t a c t  them, s i r .  

Q- They could  s h i f t  over  and come on t o  t h e  
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b a t t a l i o n  n e t  i f  neces sa ry?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q You normally d i d n ' t  l i s t e n  i n t o  t h e  inter-com-
munication wi th  t h e  gunship and s c o u t  s h i p s  and sc on? 

A. S i r ,  I wouldn' t say  n o t  normal ly .  Whenever we 
were a b l e  t o  f r e e  a r a d i o ,  from t ime t o  t ime we would 
switch over  and moni tor  t h e  aero-scout  n e t ,  pu re ly  t o  keep 
us informed s o  i f  t hey  go t  i n  t r o u b l e  any p l a c e  we would 
be a b l e  t o  h e l p  them and suppor t  them. This  day,  however, 
we d i d  n o t  swi t ch  t o  t h e i r  n e t .  A s  b e s t  I can r e c a l l ,  we 
were n o t  moni tor ing  t h i s  n e t .  

Q. From t h e  l o c a t i o n  of where' C/1 /20  went i n ,  
were you a b l e  t o  communicate d i r e c t l y  w i th  them from LZ 
~ o t t i e ,o r  was it necessary  t o  go through a r a d i o  r e l a y  
s t a t  i on?  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y .  There were 
c e r t a i n  a r e a s  i n  My Lai  a r e a  f o r  some r eason  we could  n o t  
communicate d i r e c t l y .  We would have a r e l a y  s e t  up on LZ 
Upt ight  and we would r e l a y  through them. I d o n ' t  remember 
a t  t h i s  t ime whether  we were having t o  r e l a y  when t h e y  w e r e  
on t h e  ground i n  t h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  whether t hey  had t o  r e l a y  
o r  n o t .  However, Colonel  BARKER was o v e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i n  
h i s  helicopter, arid hzd coiitact bj i th the= a d  t h e n  passed  
on .the in format ion  t o  us t h a t  he deemed neces sa ry  f o r  us  
t o  know back a t  t h e  t a s k  fo rce  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  

Q Did h e  a l s o  worked on t h e  b a t t a l i o n  n e t ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. I n  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  ' n e t ?  

A. R igh t ,  s i r .  

Q - On t h e  b a t t a l i o n  n e t ,  you were a b l e  t o  monitor 
any conve r sa t ion  between t h e  company and t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  head-
q u a r t e r s ,  and a l s o ,  you were &1e t o  moni tor  any communica-
t i o n  between Colonel  BARKER, t h e  commander i n  t h e  C&C s h i p ,  
wi th  t h e  u n i t  on t h e  ground? 

A.  Right  sir.  O f  c o u r s e ,  i n  t h o s e  a r e a s  where 
w e  could no t  p i ck  up t h e  company, we would h e a r  a one-way 
Conversat ion.  It would be only  Colonel  BARKER, and we 
Would n o t  know what he was answering 
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o r  what t h e  answer from t h e  ground was because o f  t h i s .  

Q- What time was t h e  combat a s s a u l t  i n i t i a t e d ?  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember t h e  exac t  t i m e .  The b e s t  
time t h a t  can f i t  i n  my memory, I b e l i e v e ,  7 o ' c l o c k ,  6 ,  
o r  somewhere between 6 and 7 ,  normally i s  t h e  t ime w e  r a n  
our  a s s a u l t ,  s i r .  

Q = I th ink  it would be f a i r  here  t o  t e l l  you that--  
may I have t h e  log  from t h e  Americal Divis ion? Major 
CALHOUN, I show you here  t h e  l o g  of t h e  Americal Divis ion , 

( E x l i b i t  M-6)  which, of course,  is  based upon information 
passed from t h e  t a s k  fo rce  and t h e  br igade  t o  t h e  America1 
Divis ion.  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q.  This  has a l ready been en te red  i n t o  t h e  record  
a s  evidence (Exhibi t  M - 6 ) .  I c a l l  your a t t e n t i o n  t o  i tem 
n~unber5 ,  which w i l l  provide you t h e  t imes f o r  t h e  p ick  up 
a t  LZ Dot t ie .  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q .  I have no ob jec t ion  a t  t h i s  time t o  r e f r e s h  
your memory. I f  you w i l l  look a t  those ,  t h e  i n i t i a l  e n t r i e s  
shown on t h e  f i r s t  page. 

(The log was passed t o  Major CALHOUN t o  review.) 

A. I 'm s o r r y ,  s i r ,  I don' t understand. You want me 
t o  read these e n t r i e s  r i g h t  here?  

(2. You might want t o  check those  e n t r i e s  which 
p e r t a i n  t o  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of t h e  opera t ion .  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q Is t h i s  s u f f i c i e n t  i n  r e f r e s h i n g  your memory as  
t o  t h e  time? 

A. Yes, s i r .  I t  i s  very d i f f i c u l t  f o r  me t o  
remernber t h e  time because it was one of very many opera t ions  
t h a t  I was S3  on, and yo-u wel l  know, I l e f t  t h i s  and went up 
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t o  t h e  196th and became t h e  b r igade  3. So,  t ime a s  you 
w e l l  know runs  t o g e t h e r ,  And o p e r a t i o n s  run t o g e t h e r ,  
and I apolog ize  f o r  t h a t ,  b u t  you ask  me f o r  s p e c i f i c  times. 
I cannot  come up w i t h  a s p e c i f i c  time. 

Q- Well ,  t h i s  would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  p i ck  up a t  
LZ D o t t i e  w a s  e f f e c t e d  a t  0715, and would you t h i n k ,  wi th  
t he  piclc up a t  t h a t  t ime ,  t h a t  a l o g i c a l  combat a s s a u l t  
time would be  a t  approximately 0730? 

A.  Yes, s ir .  I t  would be  approximately--I t h i n k  
it was around a 1 5  minute f l i g h t  down t h e r e ,  s i r .  

Q- That would g ive  us a s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  f o r  t h e  
event .  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q What do you r e c a l l ,  now, of t h e  t r ansmis s ion?  
What w a s  r e p o r t o d  back t o  you from t h e  company commander o f  
C/1/20, and what d i d  you hea r  be ing  t r a n s m i t t e d  between 
Colonel BARKER and t h e  company commander of  C/1/20? 

A. S i r ,  t h e  only  t h i n g s  I can remember, b a s i c a l l y ,  
a r e  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e  i n  t h o s e  i tems t h e r e .  Once he  was 
on ground,  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  went i n ,  it w a s  cold.. The second 
l i f t  went i n ;  it rece ived  some f i r e .  Once t h e y  w e r e  on t h e  
ground, t hey  were s t a r t i n g  t o  r e p o r t  some enemy and t h e  normal 
r e p o r t s  t h a t  t h e  company commander sends  i n .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
t h e  e x a c t  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  s i x .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  any th ing  unusual  concerning some 
of t h e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  may have been coming i n ?  

A. S i r ,  I don 't r e c a l l  any th ing  unusua l ,  o u t  o f  
t h e  o r d i n a r y ,  o t h e r  t han  t h e  normal combat o p e r a t i o n ,  s i r .  

Q = I would a l s o  l i k e  t o  show you e n t r i e s  13, 20,  2 8 ,  
31, and 32 ( E x h i b i t  M - 6 )  t o  s e e  i f  you recognize  t h e s e  . 
e n t r i e s  a s  be ing  based upon in fo rma t ion  which had been 
t r a n s m i t t e d  from your t a s k  f o r c e  through channe ls  t o  t h e  
America1 Div i s ion .  

(The l o g  was passed t o  t h e  w i t n e s s . )  
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A. No, sir. The only one I ques t ion  i s  i tem 28 
sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h i s .  The o t h e r s ,  I do. I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  t h a t  l a r g e  of an account being given a t  one t i m e .  
A summary was given a t  t h e  end of t h e  day, I b e l i e v e  
through channels ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  remember t h i s  l a r g e  count 
of t h a t  many k i l l e d  a t  one t ime,  sir. 

Q. Would you i n d i c a t e  t h e  time and t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  
t h a t  were r epor ted  i n  i tem 28? 

A. S i r ,  I don't  r e c a l l .  

Q . Would you i n d i c a t e  f o r  t h e  ma t t e r  of  t h e  record .  

A. The t ime is  0 9 4 0 ,  "element counted 69 VC K I A  
a s  a r e s u l t  of a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  th i s  morning. " This  i s  from 
C/1/20. 

Q - That i tem,  i f  it had gone t o  t h e  America1 
Divis ion ,  it would have been repor ted  through t h e  t a s k  
f o r c e  TOC? 

A. Let me--also understand t h a t  I was n o t  on t h e  
r a d i o  a l l  t h e  time and d i d  no t  monitor every t ransmiss ion  
t h a t  went through t h e  t a s k  fo rce  t o  br igade .  There were 
o t h e r  th ings  I was doing a t  t h e  same time. 

Q . I .idlink we a l l  recognize t h a t  i n  your capac i ty ,  
you cou ldn ' t  be all t h i n g s  t o  a l l  people. 

A. N O ,  sir .  

Q You had no knowledge of any f i g u r e  of t h i s  mag-
n i tude  being transmiticed a t  t h i s  time? 

A. Not a t  t h i s  time of t h e  morning. 

Q Would you now proceed t o  i n d i c a t e  information 
t h a t  you piclced up, o r  your v i s u a l i z a t i o n  of what was hap-
pening ou t  t h e r e ,  from t h e  t r a f f i c  which was passed t o  you 
o r  what you were monitoring, between Colonel BARKER and 
t h e  forces  on t h e  ground? 

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anything out  of t h e  ord inary .  
I t  is  jusk d i f f i c u l t  f o r  me t o  say.  I could go ahead and 
t e l l  you what my a c t i o n s  were t h e  r e s t  of t h e  t ime,  because 
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l a t e r  on i n  t h e  day I went i n  t h e  chopper ove r  t h e  a r e a  
and r ece ived  a c a l l  a t  t h a t  t ime from Colonel  BARKER t o  con-
t a c t  Captain  MEDINA by r a d i o  and t e l l  him tha t - -he re  a g a i n ,  
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether t h e r e  was a  ment ioning i n  h i s  r a d i o  
t r ansmis s ion  t o  m e  t h a t  t h e r e  had been some r e p o r t s  of some 
c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d .  and t h e  v i l l a g e  be ing  burned.  But I do 
know t h a t  he  c a l l e d  me and t o l d  me t o  c o n t a c t  Cap ta in  MEDINA 
and t e l l  him t o  g a i n  c o n t r o l  of h i s  u n i t  and n o t  l e t  them g e t  
ou t  of c o n t r o l .  So I ,  a t  t h a t  time--he a l s o  t o l d  m e  once I 
contac ted  IEDINA, f o r  me t o  r e t u r n  t o  LZ D o t t i e  i n  t h e  chopper. 
I con tac t ed  Capta in  MEDINA. 

Q - Before  you g e t  i n t o  t h i s ,  had Colone l  BARKER 
r e t u r n e d  t o  LZ D o t t i e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  H e  had r e t u r n e d  t o  LZ D o t t i e .  I d o n ' t  
know t h e  t i m e  of t h i s ,  sir.  I would again--I would s a y  
somewhere between 10 and 12 o ' c l c c k  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  Twelve 
o ' c l o c k ,  toward t h a t  a r e a  more i f  I can remember c o r r e c t l y .  
He had r e t u r n e d  and come back i n  and asked me i f  I wanted 
t o  r i d e  over  t h e  a r e a .  

Q. D i d  h e  t e l l  you anyth ing  about  what he had seen  
t h e r e ?  

A ,  No, s i r .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  why he w a s  a s k i n g  you t o  t e l l  him 
t o  g e t  c o n t r o l  of h i s  u n i t ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h i s  i s  c e r t a i n l y  hazy t o  m e ,  and I am s u r e  
he must have g iven  m e  some i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  it. The on ly  
t h i n g  I can remember, as I t o l d  a t  t h e  I G  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  was 
I remembered t h e  bu rn ing  p a r t .  Now, whether  w i t h i n  t h i s  con-
v e r s a t i o n  between Colonel  BARKER and m e ,  i f  h e  mentioned 
c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ,  I donrt r e c a l l .  But I do know, when 
I con tac t ed  Capta in  MEDINA, I t o l d  him from t h e  t a s k  
f o r c e  commander, t h a t  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  commander wanted 
him t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  he  had c o n t r o l  of h i s  u n i t  and i n s u r e  
t h a t  no c i v i l i a n s  were be ing  harmed o r  h u r t  and t h a t  t h e r e  
would be  no burn ing .  I f  it w a s  be ing  done now, it was t o  
be c u t  o u t  and t o  i n s u r e  t h e r e  was no bu rn ing  of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. You a r e  s u r e  you inc luded  bo th  of  t h o s e  admoni- 
t i o n s  i n  your i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  Captain  MEDINA? That  t h e r e  
would be no bu rn ing ,  unnecessary bu rn ing ,  and a l s o  t h e  
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proper  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  and noncombatants? 

A. I f e e l  I d i d ,  sir, as b e s t  I can remenber. I 
would l i k e  t o  add a t  t h i s  t ime,  c e r t a i n l y  t h e r e  a r e  going 
t o  be some d i f f e r e n c e s  between what I s a i d  he re  and what I 
s a i d  back i n  May. I hope you can understand. I t h i n k  
Colonel WILSON can p o i n t  o u t ,  I was c a l l e d  i n  co ld  turkey  
s o  t o  speak and asked t o ,  a f t e r  almost a yea r  and a h a l f ,  
t o  r e c a l l  a l o t  of th ings .  I f  t h e r e  i s  any d i f f e r e n c e  i n  
my testimony now versus  back i n  May, then  it i s  due t o  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  I have had time t o  t h i n k  about it and c e r t a i n l y ,  
I have read a l o t  i n  t h e  newspapers on it, s i r ,  which has 
caused m e  t o  r e c a l l  some of t h e  th ings  t h a t  I could n o t  
o r  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a t  t h a t  time. It has been 5 o r  6 
months s i n c e  t h e  I G  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Cer ta in ly  t h i s  has  been 
on my mind a good p a r t  of t h e  t ime,  and I have been t h i n k i n g  
about it and t r y i n g  t o  determine what I knew about t h e  
opera t ion  a t  t h a t  t ime,  s i r .  I f e e l  t h a t  t h e  b e s t  of my 
r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  I th ink  t h a t  I t o l d  Captain MEDINA t o  i n s u r e  
that no c i v i l i a n s  were k i l l e d  and t o  make s u r e  t h a t  no 
f u r t h e r  burning was done. 

Y. Do you know where Captain MEDINA was phys ica l ly  
a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime? 

A. No, s i r .  I don' t know e x a c t l y ,  p h y s i c a l l y ,  s ir .  
But I t a l k e d  i n  some d e t a i l  about t h e  burning because 
t h i s  i s  what was emphasized t o  me over  t h e  r ad io .  

Q .  Was it over t h e  r ad io?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q . O r  was it 'when you t a l k e d  t o  Colonel BARKER back 
a t  Dot t ie  t h a t  you had received your i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. I was on my way over  t h e  a r e a  and go t  a c a l l  
from Colonel BARKER asking me t o  contac t  MEDINA. I was on 
my way down there , ,  s ir .  

Q What time was t h i s .  I a m  not  saying--

A. (.Interposing;! Between 1 0  and 1 2  o ' c l o c k ,  s i r ,  
t o  the b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n .  

Q I t  was someti.me a f t e r  1 0  o 'c lock .  I t  was l a t e  
i n  t h e  morning? 
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A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q *  Had Colonel  BARKER probably r e t u r n e d  t o  LZ 
D o t t i e  f o r  t h e  purpose cf r e f u e l i n g ?  

A. Righ t ,  s i r ,  t h a t  was .one o f  t h e  r ea sons .  

Q You have been i n  combat enough t o  know what 
t r ansp i r ed - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I c o u l d n ' t  keep up wi th  him complete ly .  
I d o n ' t  know whether  it w a s  h i s  f i r s t  r e f u e l i n g  t r i p  back o r  h i s  
second. I don't  recall  whether  it w a s  h i s  second t ime t o  
r e f u e l  o r  whether  it w a s  h i s  f i r s t  t ime.  But t h e  reason  he  
came baclc w a s  t o  r e f u e l ,  and a t  t h a t  t i m e  h e  asked i f  
I wanted t o  go over  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a .  I t h i n k  he d i d  
t h i s ,  s i r ,  because he  knew I s t a y e d  q u i t e  a b i t  a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  
and a t  t imes  he would l e t  me g e t  o u t  t o  look a t  a r e a s  t o  
s e e  what was going on,  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t o  command b u t  j u s t  
t o  see what was going on.  

Q. Was t h e  impress ion t h a t  you ga ined  o f  what w a s  
going i n  My La i  ( 4 )  t h a t  t hey  had encountered a s i z e a b l e  
fo rce?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I g o t  t l z e  impress ion t h e y  
encountered a s i z e a b l e  f a r c e ,  b u t  I t h i n k  he encounte red  a 
s m a l l e r  u n i t  and was r e c e i v i n g  an amount o f  p r e s s u r e  from 
s n i p e r  f i r e .  

Q. Was p a r t  of t h e  p l a n  t o  p u t  B/4/3 i n t o  i t s  
a r e a  i r r e s p e c t i v e  of  what t r a n s p i r e d  i n  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir .  The reason f o r  t h i s ,  s i r ,  w e  had been 
down t h e r e  b e f o r e  and w e  had found t h a t  a long  t h e  My L a i  
( 4 )  a r e a  and t h a t  a r e a  t h a t  t h e  enemy had a combat o u t p o s t  
t h e r e  t h a t  would f i g h t  f o r  a d a y ' s  t i m e  i f  n e c e s s a r y ,  
and w e  f e l t  t h a t  a l s o  the headqua r t e r s  o f  t h i s  48th 
B a t t a l i o n  w a s  back on t h e  c o a s t  i n  what i s  known as t h e  
a c t u a l  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a .  W e  f e l t  t h a t  i f  we could  p u t  one 
company i n  t h e r e  and t i e  up t h i s  o u t p o s t  l i n e ,  s o  t o  
speak ,  warning system,  and t h e n  r i g h t  away l a n d  a n o t h e r  
company i n  beh ind  them c l o s e r  i n t o  P i n k v i l l e ,  w e  cou ld  
g e t  i n t o  P i n k v i l l e ;  and i f  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  was t h e r e ,  t r y  t o  
l o c a t e  and d e s t r o y  o r  cap tu re  t h e  headqua r t e r s  o f  t h i s  b a t t a l i o n .  
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Q .  I take  it, from what you s a i d  then ,  you were.  
th ink ing  t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  b a t t a l i o n  would n o t  be i n  14y Lai  
( 4 ) .  It would be spread somewhat through t h e  area. Is 
t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes ,  sir. 

Q. Referr ing  t o  t h i s  map (Exhibi t  MAP-1) which w e  
have on t h e  w a l l  and which has a l s o  been e n t e r e d  i n t o  evidence,  
is  t h i s  an accura te  f a c s i m i l e  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  concept? You 
might t ake  a minute t o  review it, Major CALHOUN. 

(The witness  took a b r i e f  moment t o  review t h e  map.) 

A. S i r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of  my a b i l i t y ,  it looks reason-
ably  accura te .  I be l i eve  t h a t  t h i s  u n i t  was more down i n  
t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  a l i t t l e  
b i t ,  I may be wrong, bu t  it seems t o  me t h i s  was a l i t t l e  
b i t  over--

Q - ( In terpos ing)  I n d i c a t e  f o r  the record .  

A .  I be l i eve  t h a t  one of  t h e  platoons of  A/3/1 w a s  
l o c a t e d  a l i t t l e  b i t  lower than  t h e  c e n t e r  p la toon o f  ~ / 3 / 1  l o -
ca ted  a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  down t h e  r i v e r .  I t h i n k  t h e  landing  zone, 
a s  b e s t  as  I can remember, B/4 /3  was a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  t o  the 
w e s t  and a l i t t l e  b i t  t o  t h e  nor th  of  where it is  on t h e  map. 
The aero-scout company o u t  of 123d I know w a s  no t  l o c a t e d  i n  a 
screening  mission i n  t h a t  a rea .  I d o n ' t  know where 
they  were loca ted  b u t  t h e  plan d i d  not  c a l l  f o r  them t o  
be t h a t  low. They were screening  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of H i l l  85,  
e a s t  and west of t h a t ,  because on our  previous opera t ions ,  
s i r ,  we had received mortar f i r e  from H i l l  85 and had 
received cons iderable  c a s u a l t i e s .  

Q I th ink  what you have s t a t e d  i s  i n  consonance 
wi th  everyth ing  we have heard.  I t  is  very d i f f i c u l t  t o  
por t r ay  everyth ing  on a map. This mission i s - - w e  have 
heard it included genera l ly  t h e  a rea  t o  t h e  south o f  the 
two landing zones? 

A. R i g h t ,  s i r ,  

Q Then it was r e a l l y  expected, according t o  what 
you s a i d ,  Major CALHOUN, t h a t  t h e  opera t ion  would climax 
i n  t h e  f i n a l  o b j e c t i v e  a rea  where you expected t o  run across  
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t h e  b a t t a l i o n  headqua r t e r s?  

' A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  t r u e .  W e  d i d n ' t  
, i n t end  f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t o  come t o  a complete h a l t .  W e  

in tended  f o r  some s e a r c h i n g  i n  t h a t  a r e a  a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
f o r  s e v e r a l  days .  I d o n ' t  want t o  g i v e  you t h e  impress ion ,  
s ir ,  t h a t  we though t  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  f o r c e  was i n  
t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a .  We d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t .  W e  thought  
t h e i r  headqua r t e r s  w a s  t h e r e  and a s e c u r i t y  e lement .  W e  
f e l t  t h a t  we had t o  t i e  up t h i s  o u t p o s t ,  s o  t o  speak ,  ox 
warning system and t r y  t o  shoot  ano the r  company i n  t h e r e  and 
run ove r  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  which we were r e a l l y  t r y i n g  t o  go 
a f t e r .  

Q- I ' d  l i k e  t o  come back a g a i n  t o  your  conve r sa t ion  
on t h e  r a d i o  w i t h  Captain  MEDINA? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Would you r e p e a t  aga in  what you r e c a l l  o r  what 
you t h i n k  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  were t h a t  you gave him a t  
t h a t  t ime? 

A. S i r ,  I b e l i e v e  i n  my own mind t h a t  my i n s t r u c t i o n s  
t o  him were t o  i n s u r e  tha . t  no c i v i l i a n s  were h u r t  by h i s  
u-1i.t gofiiy 'ckroiiyli t h e r e ,  and t o  a l s o  irisui-e t h a t  none of 
t h e  v i l l a g e s  would be  burned. These i n s t r u c t i o n s  were 
given t o  Captain  MEDINA; and they  w e r e  r oge red ,  t o o ,  by 
Captain  MEDINA a t  t h e  c l o s e  of my t r a n s m i s s i o n  t o  him, s i r .  

Q 
unders tood 

There w a s  no q u e s t i o n  
t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  which 

i n  your  mind t h a t  he  
you were g i v i n g  him? 

f u l l y  

A. There  w a s  no doubt i n  my mind t h a t  he  unders tood 
t h o s e  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  

Q- Did you l a n d  anywhere i n  t h a t  a r e a  t o  t a l k  t o  
Captain MEDINA? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q. O r  anybody else connected w i t h  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of 
C/1/20? 

A. Not t h a t  day,  s i r .  The n e x t  day I l anded ,  i f  I 
might show you on t h e  map, s i r ?  
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Q - We w i l l  go on with t h a t  l a t e r .  

A.  No, sir. I d i d  n o t  l and  t h e r e  because I was t o l d  
t o  r e t u r n  t o  LZ D o t t i e ,  where t h e  t a s k  fo rce  headquarters  w a s ,  
a f t e r  completing t h i s  communication with Captain MEDINA, 
which I d i d ,  sir.  And I re tu rned  t o  t h e  t a s k  fo rce  
headquarters .  

Q. When you completed t h i s ,  i s  t h e r e  any o t h e r  
t h i n g  t h a t  you can r e c a l l  concerning t h i s  opera t ion  from 
t h a t  p o i n t  onward? 

A. When I re tu rned ,  Colonel BARKER mentioned t o  
me t h a t  he  thought t h a t  t h e r e  had been some c i v i l i a n s  
h u r t ,  poss ib ly  with t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p repara t ion  t h a t  w a s  put  i n  
i n  support  of t h e  h e l i - a s s a u l t .  This  had been 
reported--or c i v i l i a n s  be ing  h u r t  had been repor ted  t o  
him from t h e  aero-scout company commander, That was a f t e r  
I got  back t o  t h e  ground. 

Q. Who was t h e  aero-scout commander? 

A. Major !TATKE, s ir .  Colonel BARKER t o l d  me about 
t h i s .  Also, he thought t h e r e  was some burningg. He t o l d  
me a l s o  t h a t  t h e  br igade  headquarters  and d i v i s i o n  head- 
q u a r t e r s  were aware of t h i s  complaint o r  r e p o r t ,  no t  
complaint,  p l e a s e ,  but r e p o r t  made by t h e  aero-scout 
conunander. You want me t o  g~ on,  s i r ?  I can go or, for 
t h e  r e s t  of t h e  af ternoon a t  t h i s  t ime. 

Q- I would l i k e  t o  f i n d  o u t  i f  t h e r e  was any 
occasion f o r  u t i l i z i n g  smolce t o  mark wounded c i v i l i a n s  o r  
occasions f o r  u t i l i z i n g  smoke t o  i d e n t i f y  VC t o  pick up 
weapons? 

A. S i r ,  I canqt f o r  su re  say t h a t  t h i s  was a c t u a l l y  
done on t h i s  opera t ion  because I wasn ' t  over  t h e  a r e a .  I 
would say t h i s  i s  normal p r a c t i c e ,  t h a t  you mark i n  t h i s  
manner. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  what e i t h e r  your SOP o r  S O 1  says 
w . i t h  respect -to t h e  u s e  oE sinoke f o r  marking? 

A. You mean c o l o r s ,  s i r ?  

aQ E i t h e r  co lo r s  o r  using smoke of any c o l o r  t o  
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mark i n d i v i d u a l s  o r  mark p l a c e s  and t h i n g s  and i d e n t i f i -
c a t i o n  procedures?  

A .  S i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  b u t  w e  normal ly  used a r e d  
smoke, I b e l i e v e .  Now, you s e e ,  I am n o t  on the ground and 
I d o n ' t  know. I b e l i e v e  w e  used t o  use  r e d  smoke f o r  
l o c a t i o n  *of enemy. I am n o t  s u r e .  I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  answer 
the question, s i r ,  w i t h  any t r u t h f u l n e s s  because I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  what t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  SOP was f o r  t h a t .  

Q We want t o  go on f o r  j u s t  a couple  of minutes 
more, Major CALHOUN. Would you now proceed w i t h  your  
s t o r y  o f  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s ?  

A,  Yes, s i r .  J u s t  a normal p e r i o d  went on a f t e r  
t h a t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any c o n t a c t  be ing  made l a t e r  i n  t h e  
day. I do remernber--and I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  whether  t h e  
c a l l  came t o  me from t h e  b r igade  3 t o  me a s  a t a s k  
f o r c e  3 o r  whether it came from b r igade  commander down 
t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander--but l a t e  i n s t h e  a f t e r -
noon, and when I say  l a t e ,  I would say  a t  1600 hours  
approximate ly ,  we r e c e i v e d  a c a l l  from b r i g a d e  a s k i n g  us 
what were t h e  number of  c i v i l i a n s  h u r t  and i f  p o s s i b l e  try 
t o  de te rmine  how t h e y  were h u r t .  How they  were k i l l e d  o r  
wounded. So Colonel  BARKER was s i t t i n g  t h e r e  moni tor ing  
t h e  operat-i.on w i t h  t h e  r a d i o  a t  t h i s  time. H e  i n s t r u c t e d  
m e  t o  c o n t a c t  Capta in  MEDINA, who a t  t h i s  t i m e  we could  
c o n t a c t  from t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  and ask him t o  
count  t h e  number of c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  and de te rmine  how 
they  were e i t h e r  k i l l e d  o r  wounded. Capta in  MEDINA t o l d  
m e  a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h a t  h e  w a s  w e s t ,  c o r r e c t i o n ,  e a s t  of  t h e  
v i l l a g e  o u t  of t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  area;, t h a t  he  would have t o  
r e t r a c e  h i s  s t e p s  going back t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ;  t h a t  he thought  
t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  somewhere between 20 and 30 people  k i l l e d ,  
he  f e l t  mostly by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  b u t  h e  would have t o  
form h i s  company up and r e t r a c e ,  go back about 3 o r  4 
thousand ( m e t e r s ) .  S i r ,  I d o n ' t  know, b u t  he  had t o  go 
back some d i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  A t  t h a t  t ime  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  commander must have been moni tor ing  t h e  conve r sa t ion  
between myself and Capta in  MEDINA, and he  broke i n  and s a i d  
he  d i d  n o t  want t h e  company t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and 
t h a t  was it. Did n o t  want them t o  r e t u r n .  

Q. That  w a s  sometime i n  t h e  neighborhood of l a t e  
i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon?  
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A. A s  b e s t  I can remember, sometime a f t e r  1500 
a t  l e a s t .  

Q - To your r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  had C/1/20 then  reached 
what might be r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  a l a a g e r  s i te  where they  had 
marr ied up wi th  B/4/3? 

A. I don ' t  r e c a l l  i f  they  e x a c t l y  reached t h e  
l a a g e r  s i t e ,  b u t  I th ink  they  were g e t t i n g  i n  p r e t t y  
good c l o s e  p o s i t i o n  of t h a t  l a a g e r  s i t e  t o  marry up and 
set  t h e i r  defenses f o r  the evening hours.  

Q .  Had you d i r e c t e d  them t o  , r e tu rn  t o  make a s p e c i f i c  
count? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. H e  s a i d  w e  a r e  going t o  have to  go 
back, r e t r a c e  our  s t e p s  i n t o  t h a t  v i l l a g e .  I b e l i e v e  
t h a t  1 t o l d  him regard less  of how many s t e p s  w e  have t o  
r e t r a c e ,  w e  have t h e  o rde r  t o  go back and check t h e  v i l l a g e  
f o r  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  and we want you t o  do t h a t .  A t  t h a t  
time t h e  d i v i s i o n  comander  must have been monitoring t h e  
conversat ion.  He broke i n  and s a i d  he d i d  n o t  want Captain 
JIEDINA t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h a t  v i l l a g e .  

& - These s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  C/1/20 t o  r e t u r n  
t o  My Lai ( 4 )  had been given by t h e  br igade commander and you 
were--. 

A. ( .Interposing) Passing t h e  information on. 

Q To Captain MEDINA a t  t h a t  time? 

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  s i r .  And I would l i k e  t o  a l s o  add, 
s i r ,  t h a - t  a f t e r  t h e  d i v i s i o n  conunander c losed  the r a d i o  
conversat ion between us ,  both of us ,  Captain MEDINA and 
myself ,  were l i s t e n i n g .  I r i g h t  away repor ted  t h i s  t o  t h e  
b r igade ,  t e l l i n g  them of having c a l l e d  MEDINA and t h a t  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  commander was monitoring t h e  t ransmiss ion  and 
t o l d  us we were not  t o  r e t u r n  t o  "the v i l l a g e ;  t o  make su re  
t h a t  they understood t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  were given a t  
t h a t  time. 

I0 : The hear ing  w i l l  r ecess  a t  t h i s  t ime. We w i l l  
resume again a t  1400. However, we w i l l  have a d i f f e r e n t  
wi tness .  W e  w i l l  n o t i f y  you a t  a l a t e r  time as  t o  whether 
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o r  n o t  w e  w i l l  con t inue  wi th  your  t es t imony t h i s  a f t e r n o o n ,  
Major CALHOUN, o r  whether we w i l l  have t o  do it tomorrow 
morning. 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1150 hour s ,  5 
December 1969. ) 

(CALHOUN ) 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1617 hours ,  5 D e c e m b e r  
1969.) 

I0: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : The fol lowing people  a r e  p resen t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR WEST, MR MACCRATE I MR WALSH, COL MILLER, COL WILSON, 
COL FRANKLIN, and MAJ LYlu-N . 

S i r ,  Major Charles  C .  CALHOUN i s  r e c a l l e d .  

Major CALHOUN., s i r ,  you a r e  reminded you a r e  
s t i l l  under oa th .  

I0: When w e  r ecessed ,  w e  had j u s t  f i n i s h e d  t a l k i n g  
about you i s s u i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  C/1/20 t o  r e t u r n  t o  
My Lai  ( 4 )  and make a body count of c i v i l i a n s  who had 
been k i l l ec i  by a r t i l l e r y  o r  by o t h e r  means. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q And you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  o r d e r  had been m 
F, 

countermandad by t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander. A t  one p o i n t  i n  CV 
your  previous test imony you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you had flown 
t o  the a rea  of My Lai .  Would you i n d i c a t e  how much of 
t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  t h e  hamlet ,  I should say ,  was burned o r  
be ing  burned? hr) 

.4 

A. S i r ,  a t  t h e  a l t i t u d e  I was f l y i n g ,  I c o u l d n ' t  
s e e  t h e  e x t e n t  of damage on t h e  v i l l a g e .  I can remember 
a couple of smoke streams coming o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  and 
t h a t  i s  t h e  e x t e n t  of t h e  damage I could s e e .  I would 
imagine t h a t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  I was f l y i n g  i n ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  
was around 1 , 5 0 0  t o  2 , 0 0 0  f e e t ,  and I c i r c l e d  it s e v e r a l  
t imes  while  t a l k i n g  wi th  Captain MEDINA. I d i d  n o t i c e  
a couple of smoke s t reams coming o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  b u t  
t h e  e x t e n t  of damage I could n o t  t e l l  you, s i r .  

Q . Were you aware th.at t h e r e  was q u i t e  a l a r g e  
group of c i v i l i a n s  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning t h a t  had depa r t ed  
My Lai  ( 4 )  hamlet down Highway 5 2 1  toward Quang ~ g a iCi ty?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether I knew it e x a c t l y  t h a t  
morning, s i r ,  b u t  we, having been i n  t h a t  a r e a  b e f o r e ,  
knew v i l l a g e r s  l e f t  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning t o  go t o  t h e  
markets down toward t h e  Quang Ngai Ci ty  and Son My a r e a .  
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They d id  leave  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning, s o  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  
they could have been on t h e  road moving o u t  e a r l y  i n  t h e  
morning, s i r .  

Q Did your opera t iona l  plan inc lude  t h e  handl ing 
o r  re fugees ,  t h e  normal c i v i l  a f f a i r s  type  of annex o r  
d i r e c t i o n ?  

A .  S i r ,  we a c t u a l l y ,  a s  I poin ted  o u t ,  because of 
an a u s t e r e  s t a f f ,  d id  not  a c t u a l l y  w r i t e  o u t  t h e  o rde r .  
But t h i s  was a normal SOP i n  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  a r e a ,  t h a t  you 
would ga the r  c i v i l i a n s  t o g e t h e r  and evacuate  them o u t  of 
t h e  b a t t l e  a r e a ,  I f  any of them were wounded, we would 
c e r t a i n l y  c a l l  i n  choppers; and normally on our  o p e r a t i o n s ,  
once we go t  i n t o  an a rea  we attempted t o  conduct c i v i l  
a f f a i r s  opera t ions  by f l y i n g  i n  a doc to r  and hold medical 
a t t e n t i o n  f o r  t h e  people i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  we t r i e d  t o  t ake  i n .  
We cont inuously c o l l e c t e d  e x t r a  soap and candy and th ings  of 
t h i s  na tu re  out  of C-ration boxes which we h e l d  i n  a c e n t r a l  
p lace  and would t a k e  i n .  W e  a l s o  t r i e d  t o  t a k e  M I  personnel  
i n t o  t h e  a r e a  t o  ques t ion  and, i f  p o s s i b l e ,  psychological  
ope ra t ions  people i n t o  t h e  area .  

Q. Did you have an S5 o r  c i v i l  a f f a i r s  o f f i c e r ?  

A .  Yes, s i r ,  we d i d  have an 55. 

Q. Going back t o  t h e  l a a g e r  s i t e  on t h e  evening of 
the  1 6 t h ,  would you pick up your s t o r y  from t h a t  p o i n t  and 
continue as  f a r  a s  what you know of t h e  opera t ion?  

A ,  Yes, s ir .  That n i g h t ,  they went i n t o  a l aager  
s i t e .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any , s i g n i f i c a n t  i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  
occurred t h a t  n i g h t .  The next  morning when I got  up and 
was opera t ing  i n  t h e  t a c t i c a l  opera t ions  c e n t e r ,  I was 
informed by Lieutenant  Colonel BARKER again t h a t  br igade  
and d i v i s i o n  were aware of some p o s s i b l e  i n c i d e n t  o u t  i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e  and t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  would be conducted. 
The companies moved on out--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Did he say who was going t o  con-
duct  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q- O r  when it was going t o  be conducted? 
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A. No, s ir .  I-Ie d i d  n o t  t e l l  rre t h a t .  Then t h e  
companies moved o u t  i n  a normal day ope ra t ion  t h e  n e x t  
day. They tu rned  t o  t h e  south  and moved a l l  t h e  way 
down t o  t h e  r i v e r  south  o f  what is  known--

Q- . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  For t h e  b e n e f i t  of M r .  MACCRATE 
and M r .  I A L S H ,  would you j u s t  b r i e f l y  p o i n t  o u t  where they  
w e r e  and t h e  a r e a  where they  moved through? 

A. S i r ,  I t h i n k  they w e r e  l o c a t e d  i n  a l a a g e r  s i t e  
i n  t h e  gene ra l  a r e a .  They were gene ra l ly  i n  a l a a g e r  
l o c a t i o n  t o  t h e  e a s t  of what is known a s  P i n k v i l l e ,  
w e s t  of P i n k v i l l e .  I might l i k e  t o  c l e a r  t h i s  up, s ir .  
P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  w a s  c a l l e d  P i n k v i l l e  because it was a pink 
p l a c e  on t h e  map. They were i n  a l a a g e r  s i t e  w e s t  o f  
t h e  P i n k v i l l e ,  The n e x t  day w e  had l o s t  c o n t a c t  w i th  t h e  
enemy and were hoping t o  r ega in  it, s o  we thought  w e  would 
move t o  t h e  south .  Colonel BARKER decided t o  move t h e  
mi-Ls t o  t h e  sou th  on a sweep t o  see i f  any enemy 
t r a c e s  o r  c o n t a c t  could b e  r e e s t a b l i s h e d .  He p u t  
B/4/3  ac ross  t o  t h e  o u t e r  banks,  east of t h e  P i n k v i l l e ,  
and they began t h e i r  movement t o  t h e  south down t o  t h e  
r i v e r  south  of t h e  P i n k v i l l e ,  which is  t h e  Song T r a  Khuc. 
Char l i e  Company moved down in - - th i s  r i v e r  was not--
t h e  Song Kinh Giang was n o t  a f o r d a b l e  r i v e r ,  s o  t h e r e f o r e  
Char l i e  Company could n o t  c ross  t h i s  r i v e r .  They moved 
t o  t h e  e a s t  of t h a t  r i v e r  down t o  t h e  south  of t h e  r i v e r .  
W e  had a c a l l  fro13 them t h a t  they  had picked up what 
they f e l t  w a s  a very important  p r i s o n e r .  I wit11  a couple 
of MP's l e f t  Task Force Barker ,  I would say about 1500 
t h a t  a f t e rnoon ,  and went ou t  and picked t h i s  p r i s o n e r  up 
and brought  him back t o  Task Force Barker.  

Q C h a r l i e  Company moved t o  t h e  e a s t  r a t h e r  than t h e  
west?  

A. I ' m  s o r r y ,  d i d  I say t h e  e a s t ?  I mean t h e  west  
of t h e  r i v e r .  This p r i s o n e r ,  s i r ,  t h e  b e s t  I can remember, 
was, I b e l i e v e ,  i f  I am n o t  g e t t i n g  t o o  confused wi th  
another  p r i s o n e r ,  was a p o l i t i c a l  p r i s o n e r ,  a high ranking 
p o l i t i c a l  p r i s o n e r ,  L a t e r ,  a f t e r  t h e  ques t ion ing  a t  
b r igade  and t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  he  was taken t o  Quang Ngai C i ty .  
The South Vietnamese ques t ioned  him most emphat ica l ly  and 
warned him. 

Q Continue,  i f  you w i l l ,  wi th  t h e  ope ra t ion  
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i n c l u d i n g  t h e  e x t r a c t i o n ?  

A. Again, s i r ,  t h e  t ime e l u d e s  me, b u t  t h e y  d i d  
n o t  s t a y  down i n  t h a t  a r e a  t h e  second n i g h t .  They moved 
back up i n t o  Laager a r e a s  t h e  nex t  n i g h t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
where. I t h i n k  they  had s e p a r a t e  n i g h t  d e f e n s i v e  p o s i t i o n s  
g e n e r a l l y  i n  t h i s  a r e a  ou t  i n  h e r e .  I b e l i e v e ,  and I ' m  n o t  
s u r e  of t h i s ,  t h e  t h i r d  day ,  t h e n ,  I b e l i e v e  C/1 /20  went 
back i n t o  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  and searched  t h a t  a r e a  o u t  up 
i n  h e r e ,  sir.  I b e l i e v e  i f  I ' m  s t i l l  r e c o u n t i n g  t h e  same 
o p e r a t i o n ,  Bravo Company had a n i g h t  l a a g e r  t o  t h e  e a s t  of 
t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  and t h e  n e x t  day,  t h a t  would be t h e  t h i r d  
day o f  t h e  l a a g e r  o p e r a t i o n ,  moved o u t  i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  t o  
check it o u t .  

Q . That  w a s  Bravo Company? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  4/3. 

Q ,What happened t o  C/1/20? 

A.  They remained i n  h e r e  t o  check t h i s  a r e a  o u t ,  
t h e  t h i r d  day I b e l i e v e ,  sir.  I have become very  hazy as 
f a r  a s  t h a t  is  concerned. I hope I a m  n o t  con fus ing  t h i s  
one o u t  he re  w i t h  ano the r  t i m e  w e  w e r e  down t h e r e .  B/4/3 
d id  move o u t  i n  this area t o  check i t  out w-d found a 
v e r y ,  very  prosperous  s e t t l e m e n t  o u t  t h e r e .  They took t h e  
p r e c a u t i o n s  i n  moving t h e  c i v i l i a n s  o u t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  
and i n t o  a cantonment a r e a ,  and b e f o r e  he a c t u a l l y  s t a r t e d  
h i s  s e a r c h  and s o  for th - -ques t ion ing  c i v i l i a n s .  W e  brought  
i n ,  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  day,  i f  t h i s  i s  t h e  same p a r t  o f  t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n ,  we brought  i n  t h e  medics t h a t  conducted 
about  a 4 hour  medical  and s o  f o r t h .  He ques t ioned  t h e  
v i l l a g e r s  and asked them were t h e r e  any VC i n  t h e  
a r e a .  They s a i d  no. He l a a g e r e d  s e p a r a t e  from them and 
they  w e r e  mortared t h a t  n i g h t .  They had two Americans 
k i l l e d .  

Q On t h e  movement, C/1/20 and B/4/3, i n  t h a t  
movement; t o  t h e  sou th  and t h e  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  had 
they  been d i r e c t e d  t o  burn t h e  hamlets  through which 
they  passed? 

A. I know of no o r d e r  given t o  them o f  t h e  hamlet  
be ing  burned.  
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Q Do you know whether o r  no t  they d i d  i n  f a c t  
burn t h e  hamlet? 

A. No, s i r  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  A t  t h a t  t ime I went 
over  t h e  a r e a ,  I d o n ' t  remember any hamlets burning a t  t h a t  
t ime. 

Q. May I have t h e  l o g ,  p lease?  To r e f r e s h  your 
memory, a l l  t h e  i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  we have a r e  t h a t  because 
of a h e l i c o p t e r  shor tage  and subsequent movements, it 
was necessary t o  l i f t  C/1/20 ou t  of t h e  f i e l d .  

A.  Yes, sir. I don 't remember which day t h a t  was, 
whether it was t h e  second day o r  t h i r d  day, sir. 

Q. The i n d i c a t i o n  i s  it was t h e  t h i r d  from what w e  
can gather, pr imar i ly  from what Captain MEDINA has t o l d  
us about h i s  opera t ion .  What you have i n d i c a t e d  is c o r r e c t  
up t o  t h e  p o i n t  of t h e  t h i r d  day. Lat? i n  t h e  morning 
they  were i n s t r u c t e d  t o  be l i f t e d  o u t ,  and they moved 
across  t h e  r i v e r  i n t o  t h e  a rea  of t h e  southern p a r t  of 
A/3/1 and w e r e  e x t r a c t e d  from t h e r e .  

A.  Yes, sir. 

Q - I f  you can accept  t h a t ,  i s  that--

A .  ( In terpos ing)  S i r ,  I knew they were e x t r a c t e d ,  
b u t  I cou ldn ' t  r e c a l l  whether it was t h e  second, t h i r d ,  o r  
four th  day. I knew t h a t  Bravo Compa.ny s tayed o u t  t h e r e ,  I 
t h i n k ,  i f  I am c o r r e c t ,  a n i g h t  longer  than they  d i d  and 
moved out .  

Q . I 'rn not  s u r e  how long Bravo stayed; 

A .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  e i t h e r ,  s i r .  

Q Were you p resen t  when t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  of C/1/20 
re turned  t o  LZ Dot t i e?  

A .  S i r ,  I was p r e s e n t  a t  LZ D o t t i e .  I was n o t  
down where t h e  t roops  got  o f f  t h e  a i r c r a f t .  I was i n  t h e  
b a t t a l i o n  opera t ion  cen te r .  

Q Did you hear  Colonel--see and o r  hear  Colonel 
HENDERSON assemble t h e  t roops and ask them about t h e  
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o p e r a t i o n  and whether o r  n o t  t hey  had seen  unnecessary 
k i l l i n g  of  noncombatants? 

No, s i r .  I know n o t h i n g  about  t h i s ,  ~ i r .  

Q Were you aware of  t h a t ?  

A.  N O ,  s i r .  

Q Were you aware of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Colonel  
HENDERSON had been d i r e c t e d  t o  conduct  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. Not a t  t h e  t ime ,  s i r .  I l e a r n e d ,  and I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  t h e  day- t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON was up a t  D o t t i e ,  
b u t  he  came up, and I c a s u a l l y  asked ,  I don1t even r e c a l l  
who it was, "Why i s  Colonel  HENDERSON h e r e , "  a s  you normally 
do i n  your b r igade .  

Q. What p e r i o d  a r e  you spezking  o f ?  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I t  was e i t h e r  one o r  
two--ei ther  t h e  nex t  day a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o r  t h e  n e x t  
day,  I c a n ' t  t e l l  you t h e  e x a c t  day. But I do know he 
was up t h e r e ,  and I w a s  t o l d  he  was up t h e r e  on an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and he was t a l k i n g  t o  some o f  t h e  people  t h a t  
w e r e  on t h e  grcund.  Now w h c  t h i s  was, I d c  t know, s i r .  

Q Do you r e c a l l ,  i n  about  t h a t  t i m e  p e r i o d ,  General  
YOUNG, t h e  ADC of  t h e  America1 D i v i s i o n ,  coming t o  LZ Do t t i e?  

A. S i r ,  General  YOUNG, a g a i n ,  I am n o t  a t t empt ing  
t o  evade t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  b u t  General  YOUNG s topped  by LZ 
D o t t i e  a lmost  d a i l y .  I a m  s u r e  he  was t h e r e  a t  some t ime .  
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether  he  was t h e r e - a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime 
when Colonel  HENDERSON was t h e r e - on t h a t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  
n o t ,  s i r .  

Q Were you e v e r  p r e s e n t  when h.e asked you o r  
Colonel  BARKER o r  Colonel  HENDERSON concerning any 
k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  noncombatants i n  t h e  My Lai  o r  hamlet?  

A. S i r ,  I don' t r e c a l l  be ing  p r e s e n t  a t  any t ime .  

Q. Did you o r  your s e c t i o n ,  o r  any s e c t i o n ,  of t h e  
t a s k  f o r c e ,  t o  your  knowledge, p repa re  a  3-by-5 c a r d  f o r  
Colonel  HENDERSON, o u t l i n i n g  t h e  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ?  
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A. I d i d n ' t ,  s ir .  I d o n ' t  know of any of my 
section. Now,  it could poss ib ly  be prepared by Colonel EAR-
KER a d  typed by one of my clerks. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  it 
and d o n ' t  r e c a l l  working on it, sir.  S i r ,  I would l i k e  t o  
back up. A f t e r  th ink ing  awhi le ,  it seems t o  me t h a t  General 
YOUNG came down e i t h e r  t h e  day of  t h e  opera t ion  o r  t h e  
day a f t e r  t h e  opera t ion  and was t a l k i n g  with Colonel 
BARKER a t  t h e  map. It  s e e m s  t h a t  t h e  ques t ion  of 
c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  d id  come up, bu t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  
exac t  conversat ion of it. H e r e  aga in ,  I may be confusing 
this with another  opera t ion .  O f  course ,  w e  had no c i v i l i a n  
c a s u a l t i e s  on o t h e r  opera t ions ,  bu t  it may have been t h a t  I 
am confusing it with another  opera t ion .  H e  w a s  i n  
t h e r e  t a l k i n g  with Colonel BARKER a t  t h e  map, sir. 

Q - Up t o  t h i s  p o i n t  of time', a s  f a r  as t h e  l i f e  
of t h e  t a s k  fo rce  i s  concerned, was t h i s  j u s t  about the 
l a r g e s t  operation--or l a r g e s t  con tac t  t h e  t a s k  fo rce  had 
had? 

A. I t h i n k ,  s i r ,  t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  l a r g e s t  ope ra t ion  
as f a r  a s  a combined effort of p u t t i n g  a l l  of o u r  companies 
on -ihe s m e  opera t ion .  We had c e r t a i n l y  been down t o  My 
L a i  s e v e r a l  times befo re  and had had c o n t a c t ,  heavy 
con tac t  also, sir .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h e  casua l ty  count from t h i s  
opera t ion  t h a t  had been turned  i n  t o  t h e  America1 Divis ion 
from br igade  and from t h e  t a s k  force?  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  exact  number, b u t  I 
f e e l  it was somewhere around 128. 

Q. A s  you r e c o l l e c t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  what was t h e  
c i v i l i a n  casua l ty  count a t  t h a t  time? 

A. S i r ,  t h e  c i . v i l i a n  casua l ty  count t h a t  was turned  
i.n an t h e  af ternoon of t h e  opera t ion ,  when I asked Captain 
B E D I N A ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my a b i l i t y ,  it was somewhere 
between 20 o r  3 0 ,  s ir .  

Q .  W a s  that considered a  normal c i v i l  noncom- 
b a t a n t  count? 

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  t h ink  you cons ider  k i l l i n g  any 
c i v i l i a n s  normal. I d o n ' t  know how t o  say i t ,  bu t  c e r t a i n l y  
t h i s  i s  no t  an acceptable  s i t u a t i o n  when you have k i l l e d  
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t h a t  many c i v i l i a n s .  

Q. May I have t h e  "Cornba,t Act ion Report"?  Major CALIIOUN, 
I have h e r e  a document which has  a l r e a d y  been e n t e r e d  i n t o  
evidence.  I t  i s  e n t i t l e d ,  "Combat Act ion Repor t , "  da t ed  
28  March 68 from Task Force  Barker ,  1 1 t h  I n f a n t r y  Brigade.  
I w i l l  show you t h i s  document and a sk  you t o  review it. 

( E x h i b i t  R-2 was handed t o  t h e  w i t n e s s  f o r  
review. ) 

Q. Major C-ALHOUN, had you seen  t h i s  document be fo re?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I had b s i e f l y  s e e n  t h i s  document. 
T h i s  document was prepared  by Colonel  BARKER, s ir .  I t  was 
n o t  p repared  by me o r  my s e c t i o n .  I t  was prepared  by 
Colonel  BARKER and t u r n e d  i n  t o  t h e  b r i g a d e ,  sir.  

Q. I t  d i d  n o t  go through what you and I might r e f e r  
t o  t h e  normal s t a f f  p roces s?  

A. No, s i r .  Mainly because  of  t h e  a u s t e r e  s t a f f  w e  
had,  Colonel  BARKER wro te  t h i s  r e p o r t  h imse l f .  

Q - Do you know any reason  why t h i s  document makes 
no r e f e r e n c e  t o  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A .  No, s i r ,  I do n o t .  

Q From your  knowledge o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  does t h e  
r a t i o  of 128 enemy k i l l e d  a s  compared t o  t h r e e  weapons cap-
t u r e d  s e e m  unusual?  

A. S i r ,  i n  t h i s  c a s e ,  it i s  p o s s i b l e  it could be  
unusual .  However, a l o t  of  t i m e s ,  a s  you w e l l  know, you 
are n o t  a b l e  t o  p o l i c e  t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d  and t h e  weapons 
a r e  s a lvaged  by t h e  enemy. A t  o t h e r  t i m e s  w e  have had heavy 
c o n t a c t  down t h e r e ,  we were u s ing  armored pe r sonne l  ca r -
r iers and weapons were seen  l y i n g  on t h e  ground. We could 
n o t  s t a y  i n  t h a t  p o s i t i o n  because we were drawing heavy 
f i r e .  When we went back t o  p i c k  up weapons, weapons would 
be gone, and when we s e a r c h  t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d  t h e  nex t  day,  
weapons would be  gone. S i r ,  I am i n  no p o s i t i o n  t o  answer 
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whether t h i s  happened on t h i s  o p e r a t i ~ n .  Sir, 1 f e e l  you 
a r e  unable t o  p o l i c e  t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d  when you need t o ,  and 
t h e r e f o r e  sometimes t h e  weapons count i s  n o t  as l a r g e  as  it 
could have been i f  t h e  time could have been used t o  do t h i s ,  
sir. 

Q. And a l s o  looking a t  another  a spec t  of  it. The 
enemy K I A ,  128, i n  comparison t o  f r i e n d l y  K I A ,  2 .  Would 
t h i s  be considered a normal r a t i o  f o r  an opera t ion  by the  
t a s k  fo rce  i n  L l i s  kind of environment? 

A. C e r t a i n l y ,  t h e  only t h i n g  I can say t o  t h a t ,  sir; 
our c a s u a l t i e s  were l i g h t e r  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n  as 
compared t o  t h e  o t h e r  t w o  t i n e s  t h a t  we were down t h e r e .  . I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  a breakout of t h e  o t h e r  two as  f a r  a s  wounded 
mid KIA. But there were, a s  I can w e l l  remenher, around 30 
t o  40 on ea-:h of t h e  o t h e r  two opera t ions .  Again, I a m  t a a -
i n g  i n  f i g u r e s  t h a t  a r e  t h e  b e s t  I can remember. But our  
f r i e ~ d l yc a s u a l t i e s  w e r e  h igher  on t h e  o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n s .  

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  f i n e .  Were you f a m i l i a r  a t  t h a t  t i m e  
with arzy i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  may have been under way? 

A. S i r ,  t h e  only t h i n g  t h a t  I knew, t h e r e  w a s  an in-
v e s t i g a t i o n  on t h e  way. I w a s  n o t  p r i v i l e g e d  t o  see t h e  r e p o r t  
of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  the f ind ings  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q a Did you know who w a s  conducting t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. Well, I understood t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON was con-
duct ing  an informal  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n i t i a l l y .  Then, I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  because,  as  you know, t h e  t a s k  force  was disbanded i n  
e a r l y  A p r i l ,  around t h e  9 th  o r  10th .  Then, I went t o  another  
job working as  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  br igade 3 and then  on back up t o  
4 / 3  as  t h e i r  XO f o r  30 days and then  up t o  t h e  1 9 6  a s  br igade 3. 
So 1 d o n ' t  r e c a l l  an1 o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o t h e r  than  t h e  
formal inves t iga t ion- - the  informal i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  Colonel 
HENDERSON conducted. Whether t h e r e  was a formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
o r  n o t ,  I seem t o  r e c o l l e c t  something about it. However, I 
was never asked t o  make a s ta tement .  I th ink  t h i s  i s  under-
s tandable  because I wasn ' t  on t h e  ground, and Colonel BARKER 
knew as much a t  t h e  time, him being a l i v e ,  a s  I d i d ,  sir. Whether 
he  made a statement or  not, I cannoi answer t h a t  ques t ion .  

Q When was Colonel BARKER k i l l e d ?  

A. S i r ,  as  b e s t  as  I can remember, around t h e  15th  
of June, 1968 .  
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Q About mid- June 1 96 8 ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of  my knowledge. 

Q May I have t h e  f i r s t  r e p o r t  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,
p l ea se?  Major CALHOUN, I have h e r e  a document e n t i t l e d ,  
"Report of Inves t i y a t i o n ,  " da ted  24 A p r i l ,  s i gned  by Colonel  
HENDERSON (Exh ib i t  R-1)  . I would ask you t o  review t h i s  
document, p l e a s e .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

(,MR WEST l e f t  t h e  room.) 

Q I r e f e r  you.back t o  t h e  r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
t h a t  I gave you. Had you e v e r  s een  t h a t  document be fo re?  

A. No, s i r .  This  i s  t h e  f i r s t  t ime I have seen  t h i s  
document, and I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anyone q u e s t i o n i n g  me on c i v i l i a n s  
be ing  l i n e d  up and be ing  k i l l e d .  My f i r s t  knowledge of t h i s  
was about 2 o r  3 weeks ago when my family  and I w a s  s i t t i n g  
i n  my home i n  Hampton, V i r g i n i a ,  and c u t  on t h e  t e l e v i s i o n  and 
M r .  RIIINEHART, o r  whatever h i s  name i s  (RIDENHOUR), g o t  on 
t h e r e .  Tha t  was t h e  f i r s t  t ime I had hea rd  of  any a l l e q a -
t i o n  of  any c i v i l i a n s  be ing  l i n e d  up and k i l l e d .  

9 Now, t h a t  i s  n o t  i nc luded  i n  t h e  main body o f  t h e  
r e p o r t ,  a s  I r e c a l l .  Would you tu.rn t o  t n e  f i r s t  i n c l o s u r e ,  
t h a t ' s  i n c l o s u r e  one.  Have you seen  t h a t  be fo re?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q . Do you have any i d e a  who p repa red  i t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I do , no t ,  s ir .  

Q Had you r ece ived  any r e p o r t s  i n  headqua r t e r s  of 
Task Force Barker  from t h e  p rov ince ,  from t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  con-
ce rn ing  .this i n c i d e n t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember any r e p o r t s  coming i n  
from province  o r  d i s t r i c t  t h a t  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h i s ,  s ir .  

Q O r  from any p l a c e ?  

A. N O ,  s i r .  

Q . Would you t u r n  t o  t h e  second i n c l o s u r e ?  This  i s  t h e  
Eng l i sh  t r a n s l a t i o n  of a VC propaganda l e a f l e t .  Had you e v e r  
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seen  t h i s  copy o r  a f a c s i m i l e  of i t ?  

A. No, sir ,  I have n o t  seen  t h i s .  

Q Did you s e e  any VC propaganda which s t a t e d  or  
alluded t o  something unusual happening i n  My L a i ?  

A. No, sir I have n o t .  

Q- Were you a w a r e  of any o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  t h e y  
were conducting t o  i n d i c a t e  something unusual i n  M y  Lai? 

A. No, sir. I thought t h e  ' i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was due t o  
t h e  20 o r  30 c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  w e r e  k i l l e d ,  as repor ted  by Captain 
MEDINA, by t h e  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  This  is  what I thought  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  would be on. I had no i d e a  of t h i s  r i g h t  he re .  
I never r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h i s , .  and I am s u r e  I have never  seen 
t h e s e  documents. 

Q - Fine.  May L have it, p lease?  I r e f e r  you back 
again  t o  t h e  opera t ion  a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t ,  Major CALHOUN. 

A .  Yes, sir.  

Q . Do you r e c a l l  any o t h e r  r e p o r t s  of t h i s  n a t u r e  
be ing  made by t h e  t a s k  fo rce?  

A .  The only ether thing that I can remember, and I ,  
again, d i d n ' t  know u n t i l  I happened t o  pick up an Americal 
magazine. Sometime l a t e r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  e x a c t  d a t e  
o r  month, but  it was c e r t a i n l y  when I was a l ready up a t  t h e  
1 9 6 t h  Brigade a s  the  S3. It came out  with an a r t i c l e  i n  
that magazine of t h e  opera t ion ,  a b r i e f  resume of t h e  
opera t ion  i n  t h e  Americal. magazine, s i r .  Tha t ' s  t h e  
only o t h e r  document I know o f .  

Q. Did your t a s k  fo rce  normally prepare a f t e r  a c t i o n  
r e p o r t s  of t h i s  na tu re?  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  t h ink  so .  This i s  t h e  only one I 
know of that we prepared. They may have been prepared a f t e r  
t h e  o t h e r  opera t ions ,  bu t  a s  I s a i d ,  t h e  combat a f t e r  a c t i o n  
r e p o r t s  were prepared by Colonel BARKER. Whether on t h e  o t h e r  
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two l a r g e r  o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  we went down i n t o  My L a i ,  I do 
n o t  know. J u s t  normal day-to-day o p e r a t i o n s ,  no,  s i r .  

Q. Did you p r e p a r e  o t h e r  a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t s  cover-
i n g  p e r i o d s  which were s e n t  t o  b r i g a d e  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  
b r i g a d e  q u a r t e r l y  a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t ?  

A .  S i r ,  I t h i n k  they  took our--we never  prepared 
any r e p o r t s .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  we had a l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  t h a t  
went back and f o r t h  t h a t  had t o  g i v e  a resume of t h e  
days.  H e  f i l l e d  o u t  a form back a t  b r i g a d e  t h a t  con ta ined  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  had t aken  p l a c e  t h a t  day and a l l  t h e  
in format ion  on what would t a k e  p l a c e  t h e  nex t  day. The 
b r i g a d e  t h e n  prepared  t h e  r e p o r t  from t h i s  s h o r t  f a c t  s h e e t  
he  f i l l e d  o u t  when h e  went back every  day,  sir.  

Q. Would you cons ide r  it unusual  t o  have a combat 
a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  cover ing  a p e r i o d  of  p a r t  of a day? 

A. S i r ,  I have no i d e a .  Normally a combat a c t i o n  
i s  f o r  a l o n g e r  p e r i o d  of  t ime.  

Q .  Thank y o u , v e r y  much. One o t h e r  po in t - - I  have 
s e v e r a l  p o i n t s  t h a t  I would l i k e  t o  c l a r i f y  concern ing  some 
of your p rev ious  tes t imony.  When C / 1 / 2 0  r e t u r n e d ,  and 
subsequent  t h e r e t o ,  d i d  you eve r  h e a r  any d i s c u s s i o n  con-
ce rn ing ,  "Don' t  t a l k  about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i n  My L a i  u n t i l  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  completed"? Were t h e r e  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  
of t h i s  n a t u r e  t h a t  you know about  t h a t  were i s s u e d ?  

Q To ~ / 1 / 2 0  o r  t o  anybody 

A. Not t h a t  I know o f ,  sir.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any be ing  
given.  

Q .  The l and ing  on t h e  LZ t o  t h e  w e s t  of My L a i  ( 4 )  
s t a r t e d  about  0730. Is t h i s  a normal t i m e  f o r  i n i t i a t i n g  a 
combat a s s a u l t ?  Was it a normal t ime  wi th  t h e  t a s k  fo rce?  

A. Th is  i s  ha rd  t o  s a y ,  s ir .  Our combat a s s a u l t s  
v a r i e d  th roughout  t h e  day. I d o n ' t  and I c a n ' t  g i v e  you 
t h e  reason why t h i s  one s t a r t e d  a t  0730 o r  landed a t  0730. 
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W e  ranged anywhere from 0630 on. But I coul* ' t  answer 
t h a t ,  whether t h i s  was an unusual time o r  no t .  W e  have 
had combat a s s a u l t s  a t  1500 i n  t h e  af ternoon based on i n t e l l -
igence.  

Q. But I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  t o  a planned opera t ion .  My 
reason i n  asking t h e  ques t ion  i s  whether o r  n o t  t h i s  had 
n o t  been planned p red ica ted  upon t h e  c i v i l i a n s  being c lea red  
of t h e  v i l l a g e  by t h a t  time of t h e  morning? 

A. I t  may have been, s ir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether it 
was done based on t h a t  f a c t  o r  not .  , It could have very w e l l  
been, b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether t h i s  was d iscussed .  

& When you were absent  from t h e  3 shop performing 
your duty as  t h e  execut ive  o f f i c e  of t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ,  who 
normally took over  f o r  you? 

A. , When I l e f t ,  t h e  opera t ion  se rgean t  was t h e r e ,  
sir. 

Q Did you have another  o f f i c e r  t h e r e ?  

A. I had another  o f f i c e r ,  s i r ,  t h a t  worked a t  n i g h t .  

Q. Yes. 

A. Then, normally t h e  S2  would t a k e  over  t h e  con t ro l  
of t h e  opera t ions  c e n t e r  when I wasn ' t  t h e r e ,  s i r .  

Q Did you maintain any kind of an i n t e l l i g e n c e  and/or
opzra t iona l  log  i n  your TOC? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  we maintained t h e  normal S2/S3 jour-
n a l  wi th in  t h e  TOC. 

Q D o  you know what happened t o  those  logs when Task 
Force Barker was disbanded? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  My opera t ion  se rgean t ,  Sergeant  J O H N S O N ,  
boxed a l l  of t h e  logs  and i n t e l l i g e n c e  d a t a  t h a t  we had and 
took it back t o  br igade  and turned  it i n t o  t h e  3 s e c t i o n ,  
whether it was a 3 o r  n o t ,  of t h e  br igade ,  s i r .  
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Q The h e l i c o p t e r ,  t h e  C&C s h i p  t h a t  Colonel BARKER 
used, d id  it have a r a d i o  console i n  i t ?  

A. No, s i r .  I t  d id  not  have a r a d i o  console as  we 
know it. But w e  had r igged up a wooden box i n  which we 
mounted PRC-,25 r a d i o s  i n  it so  t h a t  he could monitor 
necessary n e t s  when he  was running t h i s  type  of opera t ion .  

Q How many rad ios  d id  he normally have i n  t h e  sh ip?  

A. S i r ,  I be l i eve  it was four  r ad ios  and of course 
he used t h e  r a d i o  i n  th.e s h i p  a l s o ,  t h e  s h i p ' s  r ad io .  Three 
o r  f o u r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s i r .  

Q Did he have a t a p e  recorde r  of any kind i n  h i s  
C&C s h i p  o r  i n  t h e  TOC? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him having a t a p e .  I don ' t know 
about h i s  C & C ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  I do know t h a t  t h e r e  
i s  a t a p e  on p a r t  of t h e  r ad io  t ransmiss ion .  I w a s  c a l l e d  
s e v e r a l  days before  I came up he re ,  by M r s .  BARKER. She s a i d  
she had a t a p e  of t h i s  which I have never heard.  I l e t  it 
be known t h a t  she had contacted me s o  t h a t  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
i f  it deemed it necessary ,  could g e t  t h a t  t a p e ,  s i r .  Where 
t h i s  tape recorde r  was, it rnay have been i n  t h e  t a c t i c a l  
opera t ion  c e n t e r ,  it xzy have been t h e r e ,  I don't r e c a l l  i t .  
1 was q u i t e  busy a t  t h a t  t ime. I t  may have been i n  t h e r e ,  
b u t  I never pa id  t h a t  much a t t e n t i o n  t o  it. 

Q. W e  rece ived  th.e information t h a t  such. a t a p e  i s  i n  
ex i s t ence .  We a r e  at tempting t o  ob ta in  it a t  t h e  p resen t  
t ime. With r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  LZ,  th.e information t h a t  you had 
when they landed,  w a s  it a h.ot o r  co ld  LZ? 

A .  The b e s t  I can remember, t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  t h a t  went 
i n  was a co ld  LZ.  Then on t h e  second l i f t  t h a t  went i n  of 
Char l i e  Company, I thinlc it was i n i t i a l l y  dec la red  cold  and 
then  about t h e  t ime they were g e t t i n g  ready t o  touch down, 
they s t a r t e d  t o  r ece ive  some f i r e .  Now, how much f i r e ,  I 
c a n ' t  t e s t i f y  t o  t h a t .  They d id  rece ive  some enemy f i r e ,  
and I th ink  it was considered a ho t  LZ,  s i r .  

Q From your r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  d i d  
C/E/20 expect  t o  encounter t h e  e n t i r e  l o c a l  f o r c e  b a t t a l i o n ,  
t h e  48th Local ,Force B a t t a l i o n  t h e r e ,  o r  d id  they  expect t o  
encounter p a r t s  of i t ?  
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A. S i r ,  I c a n ' t  answer t h a t .  I d o n ' t  see how they  
could assume they could encounter t h e  whole t o t a l  f o r c e  
the re .  I t h i n k  they thought they  were gcing t o  encounter  
c e r t a i n l y  a s i z e a b l e  fo rce  t h a t  would g ive  them a good, f a i r  
f i g h t .  

Q. Was t h i s  a r e a  a f r e e - f i r e  zone? 

A. To my understanding it w a s  a f r e e - f i r e  zone. 

Q - Who e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  f r e e - f i r e  zone? 

A. S i r ,  I d o n l t  know t h a t .  The way I understood it, 
I may be wrong, t h a t  t h e s e  areas-- that  i n  o t h e r  words, I 
know how no-f i re  zones w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d .  They w e r e  es tab-
lished a l l  up and down t h e  road. W e  couldn ' t  f i r e  i n  those  
a reas  a t  a l l  wi thout  g e t t i n g  c learance  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  and 
province t o  f i r e  a r t i l l e r y  on those .  I d o n ' t  know how t h i s  
was e s t a b l i s h e d ,  but  t h i s  i s  my understanding of  t h a t  a r e a  with 
f r e e - f i r e  zone, sir. 

Q. What is your d e f i n i t i o n  o f  a f r e e - f i r e  zone? 

A. My d e f i n i t i o n  of a f r e e - f i r e  zone is not j u s t  i n d i s -
c r imina te ly  f i r i n g ,  but  once you have e n t e r e d  i n t o  an a r e a ,  i f  
you rece ive  f i r e ,  then  you c e r t a i n l y  can put  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  on 
t h a t  a r e a ,  sir.  And i n  doing s o ,  you do n o t  have t o  g e t  t h e  
c learance  t h a t  you otherwise would i f  it was i n  a con t ro l l ed -
f i r e  zone. 

Q For t h e  time be ing ,  I ' l l  pu t  as ide  t h e  f r e e - f i r e  
zone, but  w e  w i l l  come back t o  i t  l a t e r .  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q m May I have t h e  photos,  p lease?  Major CALHOUN, I 
have a s e t  of photos he re  ind ica ted  as  ~ x h i b i tP-2 through 
P-25. These a r e  r epor ted  t o  be photographs taken by Sergeant  
HAEBERLE, one of t h e  combat pho.tographers which accompanied 
C/1 /20  i n  t h i s  opera t ion .  I a s k  i f  you have e v e r  seen these  
p i c t u r e s  o r  if you had seen these  pictures p r i o r  t o  the d i s -
bandment of Task Force Barker o r  your depar ture  from South 
Vietnam. From t h e r e  on they  w i l l  go on two s i d e s .  
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Yes, s i r .  

(The w i t n e s s  was handed t h e  p i c t u r e s  t o  review.)  

No, s i r .  I have never  s een  t h e s e  p i c t u r e s .  I f  
I have,  I d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  t h e s e  p i c t u r e s ,  s i r .  

Q When you had a copbat  photographer  accompany one 
of your o p e r a t i o n s ,  was it normal t h a t  t h e  photos t h a t  were 
taken  were r e f e r r e d  back t o  t h e  headqua r t e r s  c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  
a r e a  of o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. S i r ,  I b e l i e v e  t h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  t ime  t h a t  we 
e v e r  had t h e  combat photographer  w i th  u s .  Our t a s k  f o r c e  
disbanded s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  between 1 5  and 20 
days ,  and normally t h e  p i c t u r e s  took a l i t t l e  b i t  l onge r  
t h a n  t h a t .  I never  saw any of t h e  p i c t u r e s  t h a t  came o f f  
t h a t  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q Did you have any ARVN o r  any form of Vietnamese 
m i l i t a r y  w i th  C/1/20 o r  B / 4 / 3 ?  

A,  S i r ,  a g a i n ,  o p e r a t i o n s  are, running  t o g e t h e r .
I know t h a t  we, a s  a normal p r a c t i c e  when we went down 
t h e r e ,  t r i e d  t o  t a k e  some Na t iona l  P o l i c e  w i t h  us t o  h e l p  
yuest i ,on and de te rmine  who might be V C i s  o r  f r i e n d l i e s  
down i n  . tha t  a r ea .  I b e l i e v e  t h e y  accompanied us on t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  how many o r  what t h e y  were ,  s i r .  

Q * Who suppor ted  you on t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  s i d e ,  on 
t h e  M I  s ide?  

A .  The  11 th  Brigade,  s i r .  Our b r igade  headqua r t e r s  
had an M I  detachment 1ocat.ed down t h e r e  t h a t  he lped  suppor t  
u s ,  Some from t h e r e ,  and then  some of  ou r  p r i s o n e r s  and s o  
f o r t h  went s t r a i g h t  t o  Chu Lai .  So we g o t  feedback,  a c t u a l l y ,  
from d i v i s i o n  t o  us and a l s o  from b r i g a d e ,  s i r .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h e  name o f  t h e  o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  M I  
detachment t h a t  worked wi th  your t a s k  f o r c e  headqua r t e r s?  
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A, I b e l i e v e  h i s  name was Lieutenant  JOHNSON, sir. 
I ' m  n o t  su re .  

Q. Did he ever  r e p o r t  t o  you t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  two 
o r  more VC p r i s o n e r s  by t h e  Nat ional  Po l i ce  o r  t h e  Nat ional  
P o l i c e  F i e l d  Forces? 

A. No, sir, I never r e c a l l  him saying t h a t  t o  me. 

Q. Did e i t h e r  Captain MEDINA o r  Captain MICHLES 
r e p o r t  such an i n c i d e n t  t o  you? 

A. No, sir ,  n o t  t h a t  I remember. 

Q. Do you know of any o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  which 
may have been made subsequent t o  t h e  24th of A p r i l ,  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  r e p o r t  which I previous ly  showed you prepared 
by Colonel HENDERSON, made by e i t h e r  t h e  U.S .  o r  t h e  ARVN 
s i d e ?  

A. S i r ,  t h e  only o t h e r  one t h a t  I know of is t h e  one 
t h a t  I t o l d  you about ,  t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON came up t o  Task 
Force Barker t h e  f i r s t  day o r  t h e  second day a f t e r  t h e  opera- 
t i o n  and was t a l k i n g  t o  some of t h e  people t h a t  was on t h e  
ground. 

Q. I ' m  t a l k i n g  about subsequent t o  t h e  24th of A p r i l ,  
1968 .  

A. No, s i r ,  I know of no o the r .  

(MR WEST entered  t h e  room a t  t h i s  t ime.)  

Q .  To your knowledge, d id  Colonel BARKER conduct an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. S i r ,  t o  my knowledge, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it being con-
ducted. I t  may have been. I d o n ' t  know, s ir .  

Q. Are you aware of any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  which may have 
been conducted by t h e  2d ARVN Division? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q. By t h e  province chief  of Quang Ngai? 
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No, sir. 

Q By t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  of Son Tinh? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q By any of t h e  U.S. adv isory  e lements  working wi th  
any of t h o s e  agenc ie s?  

A.  Not t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  remember having 
knowledge of any. 

(2 I would l i k e  t o  have MACV Regula t ion  20-4 ( E x h i b i t  
D-1) and a l s o  t h e  c a r d s ,  p l e a s e ?  I have h e r e ,  Major CALHOUN, 
a 2-by-3 c a r d ,  a f a c s i m i l e  of it, p repa red  a t  MACV head-
q u a r t e r s .  This  has  been e n t e r e d  i n t o  ev idence  ( E x h i b i t  M - 2 ,  
"Nine Rules")  . Had you e v e r  s een  t h i s ?  A c t u a l l y ,  t h i s  i s  a 
r ep roduc t ion  of t h i s  ca rd .  

A. Yes, s i r ,  we were r e q u i r e d  t o  have t h i s  ca rd .  I f  
I can remember c o r r e c t l y ,  t h i s  i s  one o f  t h e  ca rds  w e  w e r e  
r e q u i r e d  t o  c a r r y .  

&. Were you f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e  d e t a i l s  of  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q To your  knowledge, d i d  everyone i n  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  
have a copy of t h a t ?  

A .  T o  my knowledge, I c a n ' t  answer t h a t ,  s i r .  I 
know t h a t  w e  were supposed t o  be  r e q u i r e d  t o  have t h i s  c a r d ,  
s i r .  

Q I show you ano the r  ca rd  which i s  a f a c s i m i l e  of 
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  c a r d ;  it a l s o  i s  f r o n t  and back ( E x h i b i t  M - 3 ,  
"The Enemy i n  Your Hands " )  . 
A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I have seen  t h i s  c a r d ,  and i f  I am 
c o r r e c t ,  t h i s  i s  ano the r  one of  t h e  c a r d s  we were supposed 
t o  have w i t h  u s ,  on ou r  person.  
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Q- I show you still another  ca rd ,  33-uhibit M-4 ,  
which i s  a l s o  i n  card  form and ask i f  you have seen  t h i s  
card before (Exhibi t  M-4, "Guidance of Commanders ") ? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I think t h a t  a l l  commanders w e r e  
supposed t o  have t h i s  card.  I have seen t h i s  card .  

Q. 'I have here Exh ib i t  D - 1 ,  which i s  a MACV Regulation 
20-4, " Inspect ions  and I n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  War Crimes. ' Would you 
p lease  review t h a t  document and t e l l  me whether o r  n o t  you 
have seen t h i s  document? 

A. No, sir ,  I have never  seen t h i s  document. 

Q. Have you seen any implementing i n s t r u c t i o n s  based 
upon t h i s  document e i t h e r  from t h e  America1 Divis ion o r  from 
t h e  br igade? 

A. Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l ,  sir. No, s i r .  CG 

Q - Did your br igade have an SOP? 

A. Yes, sir.  
Ln 

Q Did it inc lude  a s e c t i o n  i n  it on war crimes,  Ti 
t h e  t rea tment  and handl ing of c i v i l i a n s  , noncombatants, PW' s , 
and o t h e r  mat ters  of a s i m i l a r  category? 

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember, t o  be f rank.  I f e e l  t h a t  
they d id  have one on t h e  t rea tment  and handl ing of p r i soners .  
I a m  su re  t h a t  it was t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ;  I am sure  they  
did.  

Q - Would you t e l l  us about t h e  t r a i n i n g  of t h e  b r i -  
gade, and s p e c i f i c a l l y  Task Force Barker,  i n  t h e  handl ing of 
PW1s,  t h e  t rea tment  of nonco~nbatants, war cr imes,  and th ings  
of t h i s  category p r i o r  t o  coming i n  country? 

A. S ix ,  I c a n ' t  answer t h e  t r a i n i n g  aspect  of t h e  
br igade and Task Force Bar:lrerls formation because I was n o t  
i n  t h e  S3 business  a t  t h a t  t ime. I d o n ' t  know what t h e i r  
t r a i n i n g  program was a t  t h a t  t ime,  I was a br igade  S1. I 
c a n ' t  say what t h e  t r a i n i n g  cons i s t ed  o f ,  s i r .  

Q . With respec t  t o  t h e  cards which were r e f e r r e d  t o  
you, do you know whether t h e  br igade had s u f f i c i e n t  cards 
i s sued  t o  them t o  provide copies t o  a l l  ind iv idua l s  i n  t h e  
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b r igade?  This  normally, as I recall, would probably have 
been handled either by your S1 s e c t i o n  or by the AG s e c t i o n  
t h a t  worked under you,  
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A. S i r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of  my knowledge, w e  d i d  g e t  
enough ca rds  t o  g ive  everybody one. I can vouch f o r  t h a t .  
I do remember them coming through t h e  channe ls  t o  be d i s -
t r i b u t e d .  This  was s h o r t l y  a f t e r  w e  a r r i v e d  i n  count ry  
t h a t  w e  go t  t h e s e  cards  f o r  t h e  people .  I t  was very  s h o r t l y ;  
t h e  t i m e  frame, I c a n ' t  snswer. I t  was i n  b r i g a d e  t r a i n i n g  
phase when we were l o c a t e d  o u t s i d e  o f  Duc Pho a t  a p l a c e  
c a l l e d  Caran tan ,  and t h e  3d Brigade o f  t h e  4th  D iv i s ion  was 
s t i l l  over .  a t  Duc Pho and o p e r a t i n g ,  and we were i n  h e l i c o p t e r  
t r a i n i n g  and s o  f o r t h  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  There may be some t r a i n -
i n g ,  bu t  a t  t h a t  t ime ,  of cou r se ,  I was t h e  S1 and d o n ' t  know 
whether t h i s  was conducted i n  conjunct ion--

& - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You were t h e  S1 when t h e  b r igade  
landed i n  count ry?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Can you e x p l a i n  what happened t o  t h e  b r i g a d e  
s p e c i a l  s t a f f  when t h e  b r i g a d e  a r r i v e d  i n  count ry?  Did 
you r e t a i n  your s p e c i a l  s t a f f ,  o r  d i d  you l o s e  some o f  them? '! 

A. We d i d  n o t  r e t a i n  a l l  o f  o u r  s p e c i a l  s t a f f .  We 
l o s t  some of them. For example, i n '  S1  f i e l d ,  we l o s t  o u r  
AG s e c t i o n ;  we l o s t  ou r  f i n a n c i a l  s e c t i o n ,  which immediately 
went t o  t h e  Americal D iv i s ion  and became p a r t  o f  t h a t  up 
t h e r e .  Our JAG went immediately t o  t h e  Arr,erical D iv i s ion  
and becaire p a r t  of t h e  d i v i s i o n .  

Q Did you have an i n s p e c t o r  g e n e r a l  s e c t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r ,  w e  d i d  n o t .  

Q a You d i d  n o t  have one p r i o r ?  

A. NO,  s ir .  W e  d i d  have one back i n  H a w a i i ,  and we 
reorganized  p r i o r  t o  ou r  deployment and t h e  I G  s e c t i o n  was 
taken  o u t  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q. What about  the r e c o r d s  o f  t h e  b r i g a d e  up t o  t h e  
t i m e  you had a r r i v e d ,  and your memoranda, a s  f a r  a s  t h e  
i n t e r n a l  r e c o r d s  of  b r igade?  Did you r e t a i n  t h o s e ?  

A .  To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, I ' m  s u r e  we d i d ,  s i r .  
We had a h i s t o r i a n  when w e  f i r s t  g o t  t h e r e ,  and he s t a y e d  
f o r  awhi le  and r e p o r t s  w e r e  supposed t o  be t u r n e d  i n t o  him 
p e r i o d i c a l l y .  He l e f t  about  t h e  t i m e  I was up on Task Force 
Barker .  H e  was p u l l e d  away. The h i s t o r i a n  w a s  l o s t  a l s o  
when w e  became a p a r t  of Americal .  I d o n ' t  know whether .  t h o s e  
r eco rds  were k e p t  o r  not. 
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Q When you l o s t  ycur  AG s e c t i o n  and f inance  s e c t i o n ,  
you undoubtedly los t  t h a t  form of adminis t ra t ive- -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Y e s ,  sir. W e  l o s t  a l l  of o u r  person-
ne l - reco rds  and f i n a n c i a l  r eco rds .  They w e r e  k e p t  a t  d i v i s i o n ,  
sir. 

Q Do ycu recall t h e  i s suance  of t h e  in-country d i -
r e c t i v e s  from MACV, from I11 M A F ,  and t h e  America1 Divis ion? 
Were you g iven  s u f f i c i e n t  copies  i n i t i a l l y  wi th  which t o  
opera te?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, s i r ,  I t h i n k  w e  w e r e  a 
l i t t l e  s h o r t  on those  and w e  k e p t  oxdering them. I t h i n k  
even tua l ly  they  came i n .  The one w e  were i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a t  t h a t  
t i m e  was a c a s u a l t y  r e p o r t .  W e  were ab le  t o  g e t  t h a t  p a r t i c u -
l a r  one s i n c e  it was c e r t a i n l y  a c r i t i c a l  one t o  have a t  t h a t  
t i m e .  The o t h e r  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  I donst r e c a l l ,  but it seems w e  
had s u f f i c i e n t  t o  o p e r a t e ,  but t h e r e  were o t h e r s  t h a t  we needed 
a d d i t i o n a l  cop ies ,  which we reques t ed ,  s ir .  

Q I ' d  like t o  ask i f  you know t h e  names of any of 
t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s ?  Do you know t h e  name of t h e  s e n i o r  adv i so r  
t o  t h e  2d ART7N Div is ion  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  l o c a t e d  i n  Quang Ngai? 

A. I knew a Colonel G U I N N ,  b u t  I b e l i e v e  h e  was a 
province adv i so r .  I met t h e  s e n i o r  adv i so r  one t ime,  s i r ,  when 
we went  down t o  coord ina te  t h i s  i n i t i a l ,  t h e  f i r s t  ope ra t ion  w e  
had down t h e r e .  But I am s o r r y ,  s i r ,  I do n o t  recal .1  h i s  name. 

Q . He would normally be a f u l l  co lone l?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q Who was your ope ra t ion  se rgean t?  

A. Master Sergeant  J O H N S O N ,  s i r .  

Q Master Sergeant  JOHNSON? 

A ,  Yes, s i r .  ' 

Q . Do you r e c a l l  h i s  f i r s t  name? 

A. No, s i r .  
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Q- Who was t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  s e r g e a n t ?  

A. H e  was an E-7 s e r g e a n t ,  s ir .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  
name a t  t h i s  t i m e .  I inay be a b l e  t o  l a t e r ,  and I w i l l  be  
g l ad  t o  l e t  you know. 

Q I t  i s  n o t  neces sa ry .  We w i l l  l a t e r  be  t a l k i n g  
t o  t h e  S2. W e  can g e t  t h a t  from him. D i d  you e v e r  h e a r  
any rumors, o r  d i d  you e v e r  have any s u s p i c i o n  t h a t  some 
unusual  a c t i v i t y  had t aken  p l a c e  i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  on o r  
about 16 March? 

A .  The on ly  rumor t h a t  I heard  was t h a t  a h e l i c o p t e r  
p i l o t  had seen  an American shoot  a Vietnamese, one.  I under-
s t o o d  t h i s  was a l s o  includ-ed i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q How w e l l  d i d  you know Captain  MEDINA? 

A. S i r ,  I knew Capta in  MEDINA from s e v e r a l  y e a r s  
be fo re  when I w a s  a t  F o r t  R i l e y ,  Kansas, a s  e x e c u t i v e  " o f f i c e r  
of a combat suppor t  company, 12 th  I n f a n t r y .  A t  t h a t  t ime 
he w a s  an E-5 s e r g e a n t  i n  t h e  motor s e c t i o n  of motor 
p la toon  of t h e  combat suppor t  company. H e  was under--he 
w a s  i n  t h a t  company, i f  I can remember, 5 o r  6 months 
and was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  Europe. I aga in  r a n  i n t o  Cap ta in  
MEDINA when I was i n s t r u c t o r  a t  t h e  I n f a n t r y  School i n " .  
1964 when h e  was going through OCS. When I a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  
11 th  Br igade ,  t h e n ,  of c o u r s e ,  I s a w  him a g a i n ,  s i r .  

Q . We read  t h i n g s  i n  t h e  newspaper and s o  f o r t h  
about Captain  MEDINA. Some a r e  q u i t e  f avo rab le  and some a r e  
no t .  I n  one i n s t a n c e  they  r e f e r  t o  him as "Mad Dog" MEDINA. 
What i s  your  impress ion s f  him? Is h e  q u i t e  a s t a b l e  
i n d i v i d u a l ?  

A. S i r ,  i f  I might ,  I t h i n k  he  w a s  a very s t a b l e  
i n d i v i d u a l .  I might e x p l a i n  how he  g o t  t h e  name "Mad Dog" 
MEDTNA. He and Capta in  SHELTON o r  SKELTON were i n  t h e  
same b a t t a l i o n  baclc i n  Hawaii. They were very  good f r i e n d s  
and very high compet i to rs  wi th  each o t h e r .  I n  a l l  t h e  
t r a i n i n g  t a s k s ,  war bond d r i v e s ,  a l l  t h a t  s o r t  of s t u f f ,  
t h e y  were very compet i t ive  w i th  each o t h e r .  And Capta in  
MEDINA b e a t  Capta in  SHELTON o r  SKELTON, I d o n ' t  remember 
cvhii-t h i s  name w a s ,  95 p e r c e n t  of  t h e - t ime ,  and h e ,  h i s  
b e s t  f r i e n d ,  nicknamed him "Mad Dog'' MEDINA b e f o r e  he 
e v e r  went t o  Vietnam. With my knowledge of  Capta in  
b I E D I N A r s  o p e r a t i o n s ,  I thought  he  was a very  s t a b l e ,  
r e s p o n s i b l e ,  deyendable company commander. 
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Q. You knew no th ing  deroga tory  about him? 

A. N o ,  s i r .  

Q How w e l l  d i d  you know L ieu tenan t  CALLEY? 

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember Lieu tenant  CALLEY a t  a l l  
u n t i l  I w a s  s i t t i n g  u p s t a i r s  w a i t i n g  on t h i s .  H e  walked 
by and spoke t o  m e .  A f t e r  s e e i n g  him, I do r e c a l l  he 
wallced i n t o  t h e  TOC t h a t  n i g h t .  I d o n ' t  know what it was. 
I t a l k e d  w i t h  him f o r  a b r i e f  few minutes ,  and t h a t ' s  t h e  
only  t i m e  I know t h a t  I have e v e r  t a l k e d  w i t h  L ieu tenan t  
CALLEY, s i r ,  a very  s h o r t  p e r i o d  of t i m e .  I have never  
seen  him b e f o r e .  I d o n t t  know whether  he jo ined  t h e  
b r igade  p r i o r  t o  going t h e r e  o r  a f t e r  we g o t  o v e r  t h e r e .  
I f  he  jo ined  us p r i o r ,  I ' m  s u r e  I met him and t a l k e d  t o  
him, b u t  I don ' t  remember, sir. 

Q For t h e  r e c o r d ,  you were t h e  S1 of  t h e  b r igade .
How long had you been S 1  of t h e  b r igade  p r i o r  t o  be ing  
shipped ove r seas?  

A. S i r ,  I became t h e  S1 of t h e  b r i g a d e  i n  t h e  
l a t t e r  p a r t  of J u l y  1967 and remained t h e  S 1  th rough  
t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of January 1 9 6 8 .  

Q. I n  t h e  p e r i o d  immediately p r i o r  t o  t h e  shipment 
of t h e  b r i g a d e  o v e r s e a s ,  d i d  you r e c e i v e  a l a r g e  number of  
replacements?  Did you have a l a r g e  number of  t u r n o v e r  of  
people? This  i s  what I would l i k e  t o  g e t  a p i c t u r e  o f ,  t h e  
personne l  s e c t i o n  i n  t h e  b r i g a d e ,  and s p e c i f i c a l l y  a s  it 
p e r t a i n s  t o  C/1/20, 

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  C / 1 / 2 0 .  I c a n ' t  
answer t h a t .  I can t a l k  i n  g e n e r a l  terms as f a r  as what 
t h e  b r igade  t u r n o v e r  w a s .  

Q On C/1/20, I would remind you, from a l l  
i n d i c a t i o n s ,  it w a s  t h e  f i r s t  u n i t  t h a t  was sh ipped  
overseas .  This  may h e l p  i n  r e f r e s h i n g  your memory a s  f a r  
as personrlel are colacerned. With th2.t  rerriinder, yo ahead,  
p l e a s e .  

A. Wel l ,  I know, s i r ,  t h a t  we had no problem i n  
r e c e i v i n g  ou r  o f f i c e r  pe r sonne l  f o r  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade.  They 
came i n  i n  t ime  t o  go. Some of them, of c o u r s e ,  cane i n  

(CALIIOUN 1 4 8 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-6 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

toward t h e  l a t t e r .  We a l s o  had a b a t t a l i o n  t h a t  we were 
forming back a t  S c h o f i e l d  t o  come o v e r  l a t e r ,  s o  t h e  
o f f i c e r  s chedu le  i n  a g a i n s t  them t h a t  came i n  b e f o r e  o u r  
o f f i c e r s  d i d  were p u t  is t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade,  and w e  swi tched  
around s o  t h a t  we could g e t  them i n  and t r a i n  them, g i v e  
them a l i t t l e  b i t  more expe r i ence  b e f o r e  w e  went over .  
E n l i s t e d  w a s  q u i t e  a problem, s i r .  P a r t i c u l a r l y  11 B 
NOS, t h e  i n f a n t r y  men. W e  had c o n s i d e r a b l e  problems i n  
g e t t i n g  o u r  personne l  t o  go. And a c t u a l l y  deployed t o  
Vietnam approximately  600 t o  650 e n l i s t e d  men s h o r t .  

Q. Mostly i n  t h e  11 s e r i e s ?  

A. S i r ,  as t o  t h e  b e s t  of  my memory, it w a s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
i n  t h e  11 s e r i e s .  The reason I know it was i n  t h e  11 
series, r i g h t  after w e  a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam, General  JOHNSON 
came over  f o r  a v i s i t ,  and General  LIPSCOMB s a i d  w e  needed 
some e n l i s t e d  pe r sonne l ,  " I f  you would g ive  m e  a couple  o f  
companies from Vietnamese t r a i n i n g  a t  F o r t  Pollc, Lou i s i ana ,  
w e  would be  up t o  s n u f f . "  So g e n e r a l l y  w e  were s h o r t  i n  
11 Bravo. 

Q =  Did you drop some people  and have a d d i t i o n a l  
replacements  come i n ,  a l s o ?  

a 
A-. I ' m  again--1 would have t c  say  I ' m  t a l k i n g  i n  
f i g u r e s  I d m  't reinenber w e l l .  

Q I Im n o t  t a l k i n g  about s p e c i f i c  f i g u r e s .  I a m  
tall:irrg about  o r d e r  o f  magnitude t o  g e t  a p i c t u r e  of  what 
t h i s  o u k f i t  looked l i k e  when it a r r i v e d  i n  South Vietnam. 

A .  What we c a l l  nondeployables w i t h  u s ,  I t h i n k  
were around 1 , 5 0 0  when w e  f i r s t  g o t  o u r  o r d e r s ,  s ir .  And 
t h a t  f l u c t u a t e d  up and down. I b e l i e v e  it w a s  around 1,200 
t o  1 , 5 0 0 ,  sir. 

8. D i d  t h e s e  come i n ?  The replacements  t h a t  came 
in which  you must have r e c e i v e d ,  an i n f u s i o n  o f  about  a 
thmusand of them roughly,  d i d  t hey  come i n  i n  t ime  t h a t  
thcy cou1.d h e  given t h e  t r a i n i n g  wi th  t h e i r  u n i t s  t o  p rov ide  
.!.he necessary u n i t  i n t e g r i t y ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  of  t h i s ,  s ir .  I d o n ' t  recall  e x a c t l y  
the  time frame of them coming i n .  I know t h a t  1 October 
w a s  supposed t o  be  one of  our--may I back up one p o i n t  and 
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s ay  t h a t  our  o r i g i n a l  o v e r s e a s ,  I c a n ' t  remember t h e  e x a c t  
terminology--overseas d a t e  to go over?  

Q o  Deployment d a t e ?  

A. Deployment d a t e ,  y e s ,  s i r ,  was 1 b e l i e v e  i n  
January o r  February ,  and c e r t a i n l y  o u r  t r a i n i n g  schedule  
was f i r s t  b u i l t  on t h e  premise t h a t  we would be a b l e  t o  
t r a i n  up t o  December, g ive  l e a v e ,  come back ,  do o u r  
neces sa ry  boxing and s o  f o r t h ,  and t h e n  deploy.  Then w e  
r ece ived  a message t h a t  ou r  deployment d a t e  w a s  up t o  
1 December, n o t  1 December; t h a t  was when t h e  advance 
p a r t y ,  b u t  i n  December, I t h i n k  t h e  iOth o r  l l t h  of  
December; I d o n ' t  remember, b u t  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of  December, 
which we had t o  begin--I d i d n ' t ,  b u t  t h e  S 3  people  had 
aga in  r e v i s e d  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  program. 

Q Would it be f a i r  t o  say t h a t  from what you
i n d i c a t e d ,  and I d o n ' t  i n t e n d  t o  p u t  words i n  your  mouth, 
b u t  would it be f a i r  t o  say t h a t  t h e  pe r sonne l  t u r n o v e r ,  
t h e  pe r sonne l  t u r b u l e n c e ,  combined wi th  t h e  s h o r t e n i n g  of  
t h e  deployment d a t e  s o  t h a t  some of  t h e  u n i t s  went ove r  
under s t r e n g t h ?  They had n o t  complete ly  f i n a l i z e d  t h e i r  
t r a i n i n g ,  completed what you might say  u n i t  t r a i n i n g ?  
They had a11 been t r a i n e d  as i n d i v i d u a l s ,  b u t  had n o t  
completed u n i t  t r a i n i n g ?  

A. S i r  I can ven tu re  t o  say  t h a t  a l l  of  t h e  u n i t s  
went G-arscii-ie~hat~ ~ d a rstrength, 2nd I c z n ' t  t e l l  you 
e x a c t l y  what. But it would be  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  me t o  answer 
you on t h e  o t h e r  as  f a r  a s  t h e  t r a i n i n g  i s  concerned 
because w e  f e l t  and s t i l l  do f e e l  t h a t  t h e  l l t h  Brigade 
was an o u t s t a n d i n g  o u t f i t .  

Q. W e  w i l l  t a k e  an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r e c e s s  f o r  about  
5 minutes.  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1745. ) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1750. ) 

The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come . t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : A l l  pe rsons  p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  
a r e  aga in  p r e s e n t .  

I0: M r .  WEST, I b e l i e v e  you had a few q u e s t i o n s .  

MR WEST: Major CALHOUN, you a r e  probably aware t h a t  we 
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t a l k e d  t o  Captain MEDINA yes terday ,  and we asked about t h e  
presence of c i v i l i a n s  i n  My Lai hamlet and whether they  
took precaut ions  about t h e  c i v i l i a n s  t h e r e  t o  avoid necess- 
ary c a s u a l t i e s ?  He t o l d  us he had been t o l d ,  being b r i e f e d  
about t h e  opera t ions  ahead of t ime,  t h a t  a l l  t h e  c i v i l i a n s ,  
t h e  noncombatant c i v i l i a n s ,  of My Lai ( 4 )  would be ou t  of 
t h e  hamlet by 0700 hours on 16 March 1968 and o f f  t o  market 
a t  Quang Ngai o r  Son Tinh, a s  I remember. Do you remember 
any such i n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g s  be fo re  t h e  opera t ion ,  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  b r i e f i n g s ?  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember. I wish I could.  I don ' t  
remember t h a t  much about t h e  b r i e f  ings--whatever w a s  
included i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g s .  

Q. From your knowledge of  t h e  h a b i t s  of t h e  r e s i d e n t s  
of th.e hamlets and t h e  v i l l a g e s  around t h e r e ,  do you t h i n k  
t h i s  i s  a reasonable  t h i n g  t o  expect ,  t h a t  everyone i n  a 
hamlet would be  gone t o  market a t  7 o 'c lock  i n  t h e  morning? 

A. I d o n ' t  know whether I could answer t h i s  a s  t o  
whether everyone goes t o  market t h a t  ear ly  i n  t h e  morning, 
but I do know, having' been over  t h e r e  twice and once with 
the  Vietnamese, l i v i n g  i n  t h e  f i e l d  .wi th  them, I know they 
do go t o  market e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning. Whether every member 
of every family goes,  it would be hard for m e  t o  say.  I 
know my f i r s t  v i s i t  over t h e r e ,  being i n  ambushes with a Viet-  
namese ranger  company, s t a r t i n g  a t  5 o ' c lock  i n  t h e  morning, 
we had t o  be very c a r e f u l  with c i v i l i a n  people beginning 
t o  move. They would move with l a n t e r n s  on t h e i r  shoulders  
and s o  f o r t h .  

Q. One o t h e r  ques t ion:  Did you have a problem i n  
t h e  companies assigned ,to Task Force Barker with t h e  use 
of marijuana t o  any e x t e n t  a t  a l l ?  

A. S i r ,  I knew of no r e p o r t s  of  it. I d i d  n o t  h e a r  
of any r e p o r t s  of any l a r g e  usage of marijuana. 

Q. \ e l l ,  i s  it f a i r  f o r  us t o  assume t h a t  i f  t h e r e  
had been a problem i n  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ,  t h i s  would have been 
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d iscussed  a t  s t a f f  meetings and you would have been aware 
of it? 

A. I t h i n k ,  s i r ,  I would have been aware as  t h e  
execu t ive  o f f i c e r  i n  t h a t  case .  I know t h a t  we were very 
r e s t r i c t e d  when t h e  un i t s - - i f  I may back up, maybe I can 
exp la in  it a l i t t l e  b i t  b e t t e r .  I n  using t h r e e  companies, 
what we t r i e d  t o  do was t o  keep one company o p e r a t i n g  i n  
t h e  f i e l d  f o r  a t  l e a s t  1 0  t o  1 4  days. One company would 
be on LZ Uptight and two p la toons  o p e r a t i n g  o u t s i d e  of it 
and then  r o t a t i n g .  Then w e  kep t  one company a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  
t w c  p la toons  r o t a t i n g  ou t  of it. There was one swing 
company t h a t  s t ayed  o u t  f o r  a 1ong.per iod  of t i m e  would 
move back t o  LZ D o t t i e  and then  t h a t  company which had 
been t h e r e ,  was allowed t o  r e f u r b i s h  i t s  equipment 
and s o  f o r t h  and then  move back out  again.  When a 
company came ou t  of t h e  f i e l d ,  we were h ighly  r e s t r i c t i v e  
on t h e i r  e n t e r i n g  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e , .  and our  MP squad which 
was up on Task Force Barker ,  p a t r o l e d  t h e  v i l l a g e  e x t e n s i v e l y .  
I wouldn ' t  say  t h i s  would c u t  down on g e t t i n g  any mar i juana ,  
b u t  it was our  a t tempt  t o  keep it from g e t t i n g  t o  our  combat 
t roops .  

Q. To your knowledge, d i d  you e v e r  r e c e i v e  any 
r e p o r t s  of men us ing  mari juana whi le  on duty du r ing  
ope ra t ions  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  combat ope ra t ions?  

A. No, s ir .  I never  r ece ived  any r e p o r t s ,  s ir .  

Q Any i n d i c a t i o n  a t  a l l  t h a t  any men of C/1/20 
were using mari juana on t h e  16 th  of March, 1968,.  a t  t h e  
t i m e  of t h e  ope ra t ion?  

A. I had no ::.ndica-tions of i t ,  s i r .  

COL MILLER: I t h i n k  it i s  normal i n  many u n i t s  t o  have 
e i t h e r  s t anda rd  i tems o r  r o u t i n e  i tems i n  SOP I s .  Now, 
you formed your Task Force Barker o u t  of  t h r e e  companies 
from t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  b a t t a l i o n s  on f a i r l y  f a s t  n o t i c e .  Did 
you have w i t h i n  t h e  t a s k  fo rce  SOP 'S  t o  go o u t  t o  t h e s e  
companies newly formed s o  they knew what your t a s k  f o r c e  
procedures were: one t h i n g  i s  t r ea tmen t  of p r i s o n e r s  
of war; and ano the r ,  o p e r a t i o n a l  i tems? 
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A. No, s i r .  W e  d i d  n o t  have a w r i t t e n  SOP. Verba l  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  w e r e  g iven  by Colonel  BARKER i n  c e r t a i n  a r e a s :  
h a n d l i n g  t h e  p r i s o n e r s ,  r e p o r t i n g ,  and s o  f o r t h ,  s ir .  And 
I t  fo l lowed  h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  I f  I can remember w e l l ,  t h e y  
were r i g h t  i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  s t a n d i n g  b r i g a d e  SOP, s i r .  

Q Do you know if th 'e  companies had ,  l e t ' s  s a y ,  t h e  
b r i g a d e  SOP i n  t h e i r  hand s o  h e  cou ld  r e f e r  t o  t h a t  i n  l i e u  
of  a . task f o r c e  SOP? 

A. No, s i r ,  I do n o t  know t h a t ,  sir. 

Q Then t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  were r e a l l y  from t h e  
commander o r a l l y ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- hat's a l l  I have,  s i r .  

COL WILSON: Ivla'jor CALHOUN, do you recal l  a t  t h i s  t i m e  o f  
y e a r  when f i r s t  l i g h t  occu r s?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  reca l l  it, sir.  I t  was beg inn ing  
t o  ge t - - I  c a n ' t  be--I'm t r y i n g  t o  re la te  it t o  something--the 
f i r s t  l i g h t  was coming e a r l i e r  t h a n  it w a s  back i n  January .  
1-k w a s  beg inn ing  t o  g e t  l i g h t  e a r l i e r .  i d o n ' t  r eca i l ,  s i r ,  
o t h e r  t h a n  t h a t .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  i f  t h i s  concep t  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  
e lement  of  s u r p r i s e ?  

A. O f  l and ing?  

Comba t .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  Th i s  i s  why w e  used t h e  h e l i ,  I t h i n k  
the ;  two r ea sons  w e  used t h e  h e l i - a s s a u l t  o r  t h e  a i r  a s s a u l t  
i n t o  there w a s  an element o f  s u r p r i s e .  And a l s o ,  on t h e  two 
p r e v i o u s  o p e r a t i o n s ,  w e  had walked i n  a c r o s s  t h e  r ice  
padd ie s ,  and t h e y  had r e a l l y  been able t o  p u t  some w e l l  
d i r e c t e d  f i r e  on u s  coming i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  So w e  
though,t ,  Colonel  BARXER t h o u g h t ,  t h a t  t h e  a i r  a s s a u l t  
would rsduce t h e  American c a s u a l t i e s  as w e l l  a s  t h e  e lement  
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of  s u r p r i s e  l and ing  and be ing  a b l e  t o  g e t  r i g h t  i n t o  the.  
v i l l a g e .  

Q Did t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  e v e r  conduct a combat a s s a u l t  
o p e r a t i o n  and warn t h e  v i l l a g e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A.  S i r ,  warning t h e  v i l l a g e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
p e r  se, no. But on a cont inuous b a s i s  l e a f l e t s  were 
dropped i n  t h e  a r e a  a d v i s i n g  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  t o  move i n t o  
t h e  r e fugee  c e n t e r s .  The company commanders on p rev ious  
o p e r a t i o n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  My Lai  a r e a ,  had p e r s o n a l l y  
t o l d  me t h a t  when they  had gone t h e r e  t w i c e  b e f o r e ,  t h a t  
t hey  had adv i sed  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  it was an a r e a  t h e y  
shou ld  move o u t  o f ,  and some of them, I unders tand ,  l e f t .  
I d o n ' t  know how many, b u t  t h i s  was done. To f l y  ove r  
t h e  a r e a  t h e  morning of t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  i f  t h a t ' s  what you 
a r e  a s k i n g  me, s i r ,  w e  d i d n ' t .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  where t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t r a i n i n g  
r eco rds  w e r e  main ta ined ,  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t r a i n i n g  ca rds  
which i n d i c a t e d  t h e  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  t h e  s o l d i e r  had r ece ived?  
Was it i n  t h e  S3 s e c t i o n ?  

A. You mean Task Force Barker ,  s i r ?  

Q .  Of t h e  b r igade .  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. Were they  i n  t h e  S1 s e c t i o n ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q. T h a t ' s  a l l  I have,  s i r .  

I0 : A s  you recal l ,  Major CALHOUN, w e  were coming 
back t o  t h e s e  r u l e s  of  engagement. I would l i k e  t o  g e t  
a ho ld  of  t h e  r u l e s  of  engagement--

A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g ) .  I have r ead  t h o s e  r u l e s  o f  engage-
ment q u i t e  e x t e n s i v e l y ,  s i r ,  and I ( i n a u d i b l e )  a s  t o  a no-
f i r e  zone. I t ' s  no t  t h a t  I have n o t  r ead  t h o s e  r u l e s  o f  en-
gagement, b u t  t h a t  I have n o t  remembered t h e  e x a c t  terminology 
f o r  a n o - f i r e  zone. When I was t h e  b r igade  3 o f  t h e  196th 
Brigade,  t h a t  was something Colonel  KROESEN w a s  ex t remely  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  everybody knowing, and I have r ead  t h o s e  and I 
know t h e  r u l e s  of  engagement and have t r i e d  t o  unders tand  t h e  
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purpose of them. Eut be ing  a b l e  t o  r e c a l l  e x a c t l y  what t h e  
d e f i n i t i o n  of no-f i re  zone was,  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q - Major CALHOUM, I have h e r e  t h r e e  documents which 
I want t o  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd .  One i s  MACV D i r e c t i v e  
Number 525-18, da t ed  2 1  January 1968, e n t i t l e d ,  
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"Combat Opera t ions ,  Conduct of A r t i l l e r y  Mortar  and Naval 
Gun F i r e . "  I have a l s o  MACV D i r e c t i v e  95-4, da t ed  2 8  
June 1966,  e n t i t l e d ,  "Avia t ion ,  U.S. A i r  Opera t ions  i n  RVN. " 
I have a l s o  Annex A t o  MACV D i r e c t i v e  94-5 da t ed  28 June 
1966, e n t i t l e d ,  "7 th  A i r  l o r c e  Opera t ions . "  I would l i k e  t o  
have a l l  of t h e s e  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  and s o  des igna t ed .  

RCDR : MACV D i r e c t i v e  525-18 i s  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  
r eco rd  and w i l l  be marked a s  E x h i b i t  D-3. MACV D i r e c t i v e  
95-4, da t ed  2 8  Ju.ne 1966, s u b j e c t ,  "Avia t ion ,  U.S. A i r  
Opera t ions  i n  RVN," w i th  changes 1 and 2 w i l l  be e n t e r e d  
i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  and marked E x h i b i t  D-4. Annex A t o  MACV 
D i r e c t i v e  95-4, da t ed  28  June 1966,  e n t i t l e d ,  "7 th  A i r  Force  
o p e r a t i o n s "  w i l l  be  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  as p a r t  of 
~ x h i b i tD-4. 

10:  Major CALHOUN, I show you E x h i b i t  D-3 which 
you w i l l  probably recognize  a s  MACV D i r e c t i v e  on t h e  
"Rules of Engagement f o r  A r t i l l e r y ,  Mortar  and Naval Gun 
F i r e . "  I f  you look on t h e  second page,  you w i l l  n o t i c e  
t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  of  a s p e c i f i e d  s t r i k e  zone. I f  I may 
d i r e c t  your  a t t e n t i o n  f u r t h e r  t o  page 3 ,  v i l l a g e s  
and hamle t s ,  I would l i k e  you t o  review t h a t  paragraph 
t o  see i f  t h i s  i s  i n  consonance wi th  your unders tanding  
of t h e  hand l ing  o r  t h e  c o n t r o l  of f i r e s  a g a i n s t  v i l l a g e s  
and hamlets?  

(Exhib i t  D-3 w a s  handed t o  t h e  w i t n e s s . )  

A. What w a s  your q u e s t i o n ,  a g a i n ,  s i r ?  

Q. My ques. t ion i n i t i a l l y ,  i f  you r e c a l l  whether  
t h i s  a r e a ,  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  of Task Force Barker ,  
du r ing  t h e  p e r i o d  16 t o  1 8  March 1968,  whether  o r  n o t  
t h i s  a r e a  w a s  i n  f a c t  a f r e e - f i r e  zone o r  a s p e c i f i e d  
s t . r i k e  zone? 

A. Wel l ,  s i r ,  my unders tanding  w a s  somewhat d i f -  
Fercn t  t han  o u t l i n e d  h e r e .  I thought  t h a t  a f r e e - f i r e  zone,  
if a u n i t  was maneuvering and was f i r e d  on ,  i t  could  r e t u r n  
t-,llc fi.re wi thou t  c o n t r o l ,  w i thou t  p rov ince  and d i s t r i c t  
c"ea.rance 011 t h a t ,  s i r .  

*! a Well, w i t h i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i v e  i t s e l f ,  t h i s  is 
t7:ue i n  any v i l l a g e .  

A.  Yes, s i r .  

Q. Any t ime ,  any p l a c e  t h a t  you were r e c e i v i n g  f i r e  
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which endangered your  t r o o p s ,  you a r e  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  engage 
t h e  t a r g e t ?  

A. Right ,  s i r .  

Q But d i d  t h a t  n e c e s s a r i l y  make it a s p e c i f i e d  
s t r i k e  z o n e . o r  a f r e e - f i r e  zone? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r . ,  I'm s o r r y ,  I cannot  answer 
t h e  q u e s t i o n .  

Q Well,  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  a f r e e - f i r e  zone i s  an 
a r e a  i n  which,  a complete a r e a ,  i n ,  which a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  a i r  
s t r i k e s ,  gunship f i r e ,  any k ind  of f i r e  can be  p l aced  
i n  t h e  a r e a  on any t a r g e t  o r  t h e  a r e a  w i thou t  r e q u e s t i n g  
a u t h o r i t y  from anybody. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir.  Th i s  i s  r i g h t ,  s ir .  

Q. Would t h i s  a r e a  b e ,  under your  t e rminology ,  
a  f r e e - f i r e  zone? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  This  i s  t h e  way t h a t  I had unders tood 
it. 

Q. W e l l ,  under t h a t  t e rminology ,  cou ld  somebody p l a c e  
a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  o r  a i r  s t r i k e s  on t h e  v i l l a g e  wi thou t  p r i o r  
approva l?  

A. No, s i r .  I t h i n k  I am fo l lowing  what you mean. 
No, sir.  We never  p l aced '  f i r e  ,. even down t h e r e ,  w i thou t  
approval  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  u n l e s s  .our  people  w e r e  
engaged i n  f i r e ,  s ir .  We would c a l l  t h e  d i s t r i c t  and g e t  
c l ea rance  f o r  a p a r t i c u l a r  miss ion i n  an a r e a .  There was 

. a.rtil! .ery l i a i son- .  It went through the  a r t i l l e r y  channe ls  
down t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  t h e n  it was c l e a r e d  th rough  d i s t r i c t  
and province  l e v e l s .  

Q To your r e c o l . l e c t i o n ,  d i d  A W N  c o n s i d e r  t h i s  a 
free--£i r e  zone? 

A. S i r ,  I think t h a t  they d i d  because w e  got  calls 
up a t  Task Force Barker.  There was a heck of  a l o t  of  
f i r i n g  i n  . tha t  a r e a  when we w e r e n ' t  even down t h e r e ,  from 
t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  I gues s ,  based on i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  t h a t  they  
had l e a r n e d .  We would respond t o  t h e i r  r e q u e s t  when 
they  ask us f o r  t h i s .  
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Q They were reques t ing  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  support  
from your a r t i l l e r y  b a t t e r i e s  and b a t t a l i o n s ?  

A. I n  t h i s  a r e a ,  s i r ,  we had ~/6/11 l o c a t e d  
a t  Uptight  which would f i r e .  There i s  a l s o  a b a t t e r y  
which was l o c a t e d  a t  D o t t i e ,  i f  I have t h e  terminology, 
I b e l i e v e  it was i n  a general  support  r e i n f o r c i n g  of 
America1 Divis ion a r t i l l e r y .  It was no t  responsive t o  
me c a l l i n g  and asking for  a mission. It had t o  go t o  
d i v i s i o n  t o  be c l ea red .  They f i r e d  missions down 
t h e r e  a l s o ,  s ir .  

Q This  problem o r  s i t u a t i o n  with r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  
s p e c i f i e d  s t r i k e  zone, t h e  f r e e - f i r e  zone, d i d  it have 
any bear ing  a t  a l l  upon any a r t i l l e r y  which might have been 
placed upon t h e  LZ o r  upon t h e  western s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e  
of My Lai ( 4 )  dur ing  t h e  prepara tory  f i r e  f o r  t h e  combat 
a s s a u l t  i n  t h a t  a rea?  

A. S i r ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h a t  prep was c l e a r e d  from 
t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  and I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether it was o r  no t .  
I th ink  t h e  main i d e a  t h a t  Colonel BARKER considered 
h e r e ,  a s  I s t a t e d  be fo re ,  i s  t h a t  i n  landing  as  c l o s e  
t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  where t h e s e  had been heavy automatic  
weapons f i re  i n  ca r ry ing  9 t o  1 2  h e l i c o p t e r s  i n t o  t h a t  
area ,  he had t h e  choice of l o s i n g  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  and 
Fmericans ox he would have t o  put  some prep i n  t h a t  
v i l l a g e .  H i s  decision was t o  prep t h e  v i l l a g e ,  s i r .  

Q. A f t e r  you obtained t h e  a r e a  of opera t ion
f r o m  t h e  2d AR-VN Div i s ion ,  d i d  t h e  t a s k  fo rce  o r  
did br igade  inform the ARVN d i v i s i o n  o r  province of t h e  
d e t a i l s  of t h e  opera t ion  p r i o r  t o  t h e  combat a s s a u l t ?  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  know, I do n o t  know. 

Q Thank you. 

COL FRANKLIN: What was t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between you and 
Colonel BARKER and t h e  small  s t a f f  t h a t  you had. Your 
personal r e l a t i o n s h i p ?  

A . .  I t h i n k  we go t  a long,  i f  t h a t  i s  what you a r e  
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t a l k i n g  about ,  q u i t e  well. However, I worked, c e r t a i n l y  
no t  t r y i n g  t o  p a t  myself on t h e  back i n  any wa.y, b u t  I 
worked q u i t e  hard  t r y i n g  t o  keep up wi th  the  d u t i e s ,  b u t ,  we 

, were very c lose .  

Q. 'You must have t a l k e d  a l o t ,  you must have heard  
a l o t  of t a l k  i n  t h e  TOC. Colonel BARKER I assumed you t a l k e d .  
Was t h e r e  any doubts expressed  t h i s  body count  of 128? Did 
Colonel BARKER eve r  express  any? Anybody i n  t h e  s t a f f  t h e r e  
express  doubts  a s  t o  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h i s  body count? 

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any d i scuss ion .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
Colonel BARKER doubt ing it. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any d i s c u s s i o n  
a t  t h a t  t ime. I t h i n k  probably my OPS se rgean t  and I might 
have d i scussed  t h e  high body count . '  We f i g u r e d  p a r t  of it 
was L"le a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  t h a t  I had a l r eady  d i scussed  
be fo re .  

Q. Who gave you t h e  body count ,  who counted them? 

A.  The company commanders gave us t h e  body count .  

Q What was t h e  SOP a s  f a r  a s  r e p o r t i n g  body count 
i n  your t a s k  f o r c e ?  

A .  It  was given t o  us by t h e  company commander, sir. 

Q They have t o  see them p h y s i c a l l y ,  touch them? 

Q Then somebcdy i n  t h a t  t a s k  f o r c e  saw 1 2 8  VC 
s o l d i e r s ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, s i r .  

Q. Did MEDINA r e p o r t  1 2 8 ?  

A. I c a n ' t  g ive  you t h e  breakout ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
a l l  of t hose  were o u t  of t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a .  I t h i n k  some 
were ou t  of B / 4 / 3 ,  s i r .  

(1 It  a l l  comes through t h e  S 3 ,  r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

& How about impact awards? Did normally i n  an 
a c t i o n  l i k e  t h a t  d i d  t h e  gene ra l s  come down and pu t  o u t  impact 
awards? Were any given i n  t h i s  a c t i o n ?  
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A. I don't recall any, sir .  

Q - Were any people submitted for awards a f t e r  this, 
d id  you recall? 
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A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  A l o t  of  t h e  awards 
d i d  n o t  i n  some c a s e s ,  d i d  n o t  come through u s ,  b u t  went 
s t r a i g h t  t o  t h e  companies back t o  t h e i r  b a t t a l i o n s  and 
t h a t  way. 

Q =  Normally i n  an a c t i o n  l i k e  t h a t ,  d i d  t h e  
s e n i o r  o f f i c e r  i n  your a c t i o n  g e t  over  t h e r e  and g e t  
down on t h e  ground wi th  t h e  u n i t s ?  

A. S i r ,  I c a n ' t  answer t h a t .  I was never  o u t  t h a t  
much. I t h i n k  they  d i d .  Normally t hey  d i d .  Y e s ,  s i r .  I 
d o n ' t  know whether they  were i n  t h i s  c a s e  o r  n o t ,  s i r .  

Q A s  S3,  when you dec ided  t o  make t h a t  d e c i s i o n  
t o  p u t  t h a t  3-minute prep  and t h e  gunships  r i g h t  on t h e  
west  p a r t  of  My La i  ( 4 ) ,  was it accepted  i n  your  b a t t a l i o n ?  
Did your  people  know you were going t o  g e t  c i v i l i a n s  i f  you 
d i d  t h a t ?  Was t h a t  d i s cus sed?  

A. S i r ,  I d i d n ' t  make t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  p u t  it i n t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e .  The t a s k  f o r c e  commander made t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  
p u t  it i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. What were your  thoughts  a t  t h a t  t i m e  a s  t o  what 
t h i s  would do a s  f a r  as c i v i l i a n s  were concerned? 

A. C e r t a i n l y  my thoughts  were t h a t  we would p o s s i b l y  
h u r t  some c i v i l i a n s .  The consequences of p u t t i n g  t h e  l i f t  
s h i p s  i n  w i th  t h e  U . S .  s o l d i e r s  on i t ,  I f e l t  it w a s  one o f  
t h e  n e c e s s i t i e s  t h a t  w e  had t o  do,  s ir .  

Q . I have no more q u e s t i o n s .  

I0 : I t h i n k  it is d e s i r a b l e  f o r  t h e  r eco rd  t o  s t a t e  
wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  My Lai  ( 4 )  t h a t  p rev ious  i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  
a.n6 p rev ious  tes t imony had , i n d i c a t e d  from a l l  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
tha t  this was a f o r t i f i e d  v i l l a g e  and it was web1 bunkered 
f o r  -the j-nhabitalats and s o  on.  I b r i n g  t h i s  o u t  on ly  a s  a 
p i e c e  of i n fo rma t ion ,  no t  t o  j u s t i f y  p u t t i n g ,  it on t h e  
edge of t h e  vi l l -age.  Before w e  t e r m i n a t e ,  I ' l l  g ive  you 
t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  Major CALHOUN, t o  make any a d d i t i o n a l  
s t a t e m ~ r ~ t so r  add any in format ion  wh.ich you can ,  t h a t  
wou.Ld be h e l p f u l  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  determine t h e  
adequacy of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  My L a i  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  
of 16 March 1968. 

A .  No, sir. I d o n ' t  know o f  any a t  t h i s  t ime ,  sir .  
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10: That concludes you r  t e s t imony .  Thank you very 
much. 

(The hearing r e c e s s e d  a t  1 8 2 1  hours, 5 December 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  0835 hours ,  6 December 
1969.) 

(The fol lowing named persons were p r e s e n t :  MR 
MACCRATE, MR WALSH , COL FRANKLIN, and MAJ LYNN.  ) 

COL FRANKLIN: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  -order .  

RCDR: Major Charles C .  CALHOUN i s  r e c a l l e d ,  s i r .  

COL FRANKLIN: ~ a j o rCALHOUN, t h i s  morning I ' d  l i k e  you t o  
give a  l i t t l e  background and p a i n t  a p i c t u r e  of j u s t  how 
Task Force Barker came i n t o  being,  t h e  environment i n  which 
they  were opera t ing  and i n  a r a t h e r  chronologica l  o rde r  
s t a r t i n g ,  perhaps,  i n  e a r l y  February. J u s t  d i scuss  your 
opera t ions  and what went on i n  Task Force Barker, 

I would expect ,  s i r ,  c h a t  you would ask ques-
t i o n s  a t  anytime on anything you d o n ' t  understand. 

You j u s t  go ahead and s t a r t  o u t  t h e r e ,  CALHOUN. 

A. A s  a s t a r t i n g  p o i n t ,  I t h i n k  we b e s t  t a l k  
about t h e  a r e a  of opera t ions  i n  which we were opera t ing .  
This  a r e a  was c a l l e d  t h e  Muscatine AO. I d o n ' t  know where 
t h i s  name i s  der ived  from. 

Q ( In terpos ing)  Would you exp la in  an AO? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

MR MACCRATE : Area of opera t ions?  

A. Yes, sir. 

The l l t h  Brigade .came i n t o  Duc Pho around t h e  mid-
,d le  of December. The America1 Divis ion h a d '  a br igade  from t h e  

. 4th Divis ion ,  3d Brigade, a l s o  under i t s  c o n t r o l .  A s  t h e  
l l t h  Brigade assumed t h e  Duc Pho a r e a  of o p e r a t i o n s ,  t h e  
3d Brigade of t h e  4 th  Divis ion was moved f u r t h e r  n o r t h . .  Duc 
Pho is  about 35 ki lometers  nor th  o f .  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  we a r e  
t a l k i n g  about i n  our  d iscuss ion .  
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  0835 hours ,  6 December 
1969 .) 

(The fol lowing named persons were p resen t :  MR 
MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL F R A N K L I N ,  and MAJ LYNN .) 

COL FRANKLIN: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: Major Charles C.  CALHOUN i s  r e c a l l e d ,  sir.  

COL FRANKLIN: Major CALHOUN , t h i s  morning I ' d  l i k e  you t o  
give a l i t t l e  background and p a i n t  a p i c t u r e  of  j u s t  how 
Task Force Barker came i n t o  being,  t h e  environment i n  which 
they  were opera t ing  and i n  a r a t h e r  chronologica l  o rde r  
s t a r t i n g ,  perhaps,  i n  e a r l y  February. J u s t  d i scuss  your 
opera t ions  and what went on i n  Task Force Barker.  

I would expect ,  s i r ,  c h a t  you would ask ques-
t i o n s  a t  anytime on anything you d o n ' t  understand. 

You j u s t  go ahead and s t a r t  o u t  t h e r e ,  CALHOUN. 

A. A s  a s t a r t i n g  p o i n t ,  I t h i n k  we b e s t  t a l k  
about t h e  a r e a  of opera t ions  i n  which we were opera t ing .  
This  a r e a  was c a l l e d  t h e  Muscatine AO. I don1t know where 
t h i s  name i s  der ived  from. 

Q ( In terpos ing)  Would you exp la in  an AO? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

MR MACCRATE: Area of opera t ions?  

A.  Yes, sir. 

The l l t h  Brigade came i n t o  Duc Pho around t h e  mid-
d l e  of December. The America1 Divis ion had a br igade  from t h e  

. 4th Divis ion ,  3d Brigade, a l s o  under i t s  c o n t r o l .  A s  t h e  
l l t h  Brigade assumed t h e  Duc Pho a r e a  of o p e r a t i o n s ,  t h e  
3d Brigade of t h e  4 th  Divis ion was moved f u r t h e r  nor th .  Duc 
Pho is  about 35 ki lometers  nor th  of t h e  a r e a  t h a t  we a r e  
t a l k i n g  about i n  our  d iscuss ion .  
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Q North o r  sou th?  

A. South,  I ' m  s o r r y .  I t  i s  sou th .  I n  t h e  middle 
of January t h e r e  was a need t o  move t roops  f u r t h e r  n o r t h ,  
even f u r t h e r  n o r t h  than  t h e  I4uscatine AO, and up on toward 
t h e  Danang a r e a .  A t  t h a t  time t h e  11 th  Brigade w a s  t a s k e d  
w i t h  forming a t a s k  f o r c e  t o  p u t  i n t o  t h e  Muscatine AO. 
P r i o r  t o  forming t h i s  t a s k  f a r c e ,  one of  t h e  b a t t a l i o n s  of  
t h e  b r igade  had a l r e a d y  been p u l l e d  away and w a s  p u t  under 
t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  of t h e  3d Brigade of  t h e  4 th  Divi-
s i o n .  This  was t h e  4 / 3 .  I t  w a s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h i s  g e n e r a l  a r e a  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  which i s  wes t  of QL 1, Highway 1. The i r  base  
camp was a t  a Landing Zone Sue. They were a l r e a d y  up t h e r e  
o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  The b r i g a d e  was t a s k e d  
w i t h  coming up w i t h  ano the r  - task f o r c e  t o  occupy t h i s  a r e a  
e a s t  of QL 1 t o  t h e  ocean: t h e  e a s t e r n  h a l f ,  o r  e a s t e r n  
p a r t ,  of Muscatine AO. 

The b r igade  commander, i n  coming up wi th  a t a s k  
f o r c e ,  dec ided  t o  come up wi th  an a u s t e r e  headqua r t e r s  and t o  
p u l l  one company from each of  t h e  t h r e e  o r g a n i c  b a t t a l i o n s  t o  
come up w i t h  h i s  t a s k  f o r c e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

Also,  l e t  m e  back up and s a y ,  t h e s e  companies 
w e r e  ~ / 1 / 3 ,  B/4/3, and C/1/20. Also we were given a  p l a t o o n  
minus o f  armored c a v a l r y  from t h e  cav  t r o o p  o f  t h e  b r igade .  

9 Would you r e p e a t  t h a t ,  I didn ' t q u i t e  unders tand  
t h a t .  

A. A t r o o p  minus of  armored c a v a l r y .  These a r e  
armored personne l  c a r r i e r s .  

Q I s e e .  

A. A squad of e n g i n e e r s ,  and,  a l s o ,  a squad o f  
m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e .  The reason we were given a  p l a t o o n  minus 
of armored c a v a l r y  was t h a t  we a l s o  n o t  on ly  had t h e  t a s k  
of o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  of  t h e  Muscatine A 0  ( i n -
d i c a t i n g ) ,  b u t  we a l s o  had two b r i d g e s  w i t h i n  t h e  A 0  t h a t  
we had t o  s ecu re .  The MP's  w e r e  pu t  up t h e r e  t o  h e l p  us  
c o n t r o l  t h e  road t r a f f i c  on QL 1 t h a t  r a n  through o u r  
p o r t i o n  of t h e  AO. 
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0 Could you p o i n t  o u t  on t h e  map, QL l? 

A. Yes, sir. QL 1 i s  r i g h t  on t h i s  r e d  l i n e  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  r i g h t  through here .  

Our western boundary of t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  is  j u s t  t o  
t h e  west  of t h i s  highway, s ir  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q - I s e e .  

A .  The b r idges  were l o c a t e d  one r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n -
d i c a t i n g )  ac ross  t h e  Soui Ban Thuyen and t h e  o t h e r  one was 
Located ac ross  t h e  Suoi Loc--I b e l i e v e  i s  t h e  way you pro-
nounce it. These were t h e  two b r idges  t h a t  w e  had t o  s e c u r e ,  
and most of t h e  s e c u r i t y  was a t  n i g h t .  N o  problems dur ing  
t h e  day,  bu t  a t  n i g h t  we had t o  have t h e  APC's on t h i s  and 
they  secured  t h e s e  b r igdes .  

MR WALSH: Major, a gene ra l  ques t ion .  ,On t h e  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  
t h e  companies, t h e  l s t ,  3d,  and 2 0 t h ,  t hose  a r e  reg imenta l  
des igna t ions .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. That i s  r i g h t ,  s ir .  

Q * But they  had n.o reg imenta l  t a c t i c a l  headquar te rs  
a t  t h a t  t ime.  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  The b a t t a l i o n s  were ass igned  
t o  a b r igade?  

A .  Yes, sir. 

0 . And w e r e  they a l s o  wi th  a p a r t i c u l a r  b r igade  o r  
w a s  it a p r a c t i c e  t o  have them in te rchangeable  throughout? 

A. S i r ,  m ~ s tof t h e  t ime they  were wi th  t h e  b r i -
gade. But on p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n s ,  d i v i s i o n  would i n t e r -
change b a t t a l i o n s .  For example, maybe t a k e  a b a t t a l i o n  from 
t h e  11th  I n f a n t r y  Brigade and g ive  it t o  t h e  196th Brigade.  

Q. But when t h e  11th  Brigade came t o  Vietnam--

A. ( In t e rpos ing)  Y e s ,  sir. 

Did it come t o  Vietnam i n  t h e  prev ious  year?  

I t  came t o  Vietnam, s i r ,  i n  December of 1967. 

Q Now, a t  t h a t  t ime it was composed of t h r e e  ba t -
t a l i o n s  ? 
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A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q And t h e s e  w e r e  t h e  3/1--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  3 /b ,  4 / 3 ,  and 1/20. 

Q Y e s .  

(COL WILSON e n t e r e d  t h e  h e a r i n g  
room. ) 

A. And a n o t h e r  b a t t a l i o n  i n  t r a i n i n g  i n  Hawaii 
t h a t  j o ined  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade i n  A p r i l  o r  May o f  1968. The 
4/21. So a c t u a l l y  t h e  b r igade  as it s t a n d s  now has  f o u r  
i n f a n t r y  b a t t a l i o n s  o r g a n i c  t o  it. 

Q And t h e y  were drawn from t h e  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  r e g i -
ments? 

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  One company from each b a t t a l i o n .  

Q W e  are t a l k i n g  about b a t t a l i o n s ,  now. The b a t t a l i o n s  
are drawn from t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  regiments  and t h e y  a r e  p u t  
i n t o  a b r i g a d e ,  and t h e  b r i g a d e  went t o  Vietnam. Am I c o r r e c t  
about  t h a t ?  

COL FRRNKLIN: S i r ,  if I might e x p l a i n  t o  you,  i n  t h e  pre-
sent concept, tlie d i v i s i v n  has three  b r i  y a d e  headquar ters .  
There i s  no th ing  o r g a n i c  +.o a b r igade .  There  a r e  anywhere 
from e i g h t  t o  twelve b a t t a l i o n s  t h a t  be long  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  
These b a t t a l i o n s  a r e  numbered. They have a c e r t a i n  l i n e a g e  
t h a t  goes back t o  p rev ious  numer ica l  d e s i g n a t i o n s  t h a t  t hey  
fough t  w i th  t h e  d i v i s i o n  du r ing  World War I o r  I1 o r  Korea, b u t  
Llzere  i s  no reyimen-ta l  headqua r t e r s .  I t  i s  n ( > n e x i s t e n t .  I t  i s  
j u s t  a numerical  d e s i g n a t i o n .  

The d i v i s i o n  commander has t h e s e  maneuver b a t t a l i o n s  
and h i s  suppor t  and f i r e ,  and he  can package t h e s e  t h i n g s  o u t .  
I f  a b r igade  needs  a l o t  of  i n f a n t r y ,  g ive  him f i v e  b a t t a l i o n s  
i f  he wants t o ,  Tf it i s  a mechanized t y p e  of o p e r a t i o n ,  h e  
might move around and p u t  a l l  h i s  x~echw i t h  t h i s  b r igade .  But 
it is  very f l e x i b l e .  The b r i g a d e  i n  t heo ry  has  n o t h i n g  o r g a n i c  
and it i s  given f o r c e s  on ly  f o r  a p a r t i c u l a r  mi s s ion .  A f t e r  
t h e  miss ion i s  accomnplished, t h e  fo rce  i s  r eo rgan ized .  I-Iow-
e v e r ,  it has  come about  i n  p r a c t i c e  t h a t  g e n e r a l l y  speaking  
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t h a t  b a t t a l i o n s  h a b i t u a l l y  o p e r a t e  w i t h  t h e  same b r igade .  But 
t h e  b a t t a l i o n  i s  s o r t  of a se l f -conta ined .  u n i t  and it i s  very 
common p r a c t i c e  t o  pick up a  b a t t a l i o n  and s a y ,  "You a r e  no 
Longer wi th  t h e  X b r igade ,  you a r e  now a t t a c h e d  t o  Y b r i g a d e . "  
And t h i s  i s  something a t r a n s i t i o n ,  t h a t  i s  made v e r y ,  very  
smoothly. 

MR WAZSH: A 1 1  r i g h t .  Thank you. 

A. I t  g i v e s  t h e  d i v i s i ~ n  commander t h e  f l e x i b i l i t y  t o  
t a i l o r  h i s  f o r c e  t o  meet t h e  s p e c i f i c  o r  p a r t i c u l a r  miss ion  
t h a t  h e  h a s .  

A f t e r  t h i s  d e c i s i o n  was made t o  form a  t a s k  f o r c e  
i n  t h i s  manner, I might add t h a t  t h e  b r i g a d e  commander f e l t  
t h a t  t h e s e  t h r e e  companies were among h i s  b e s t  companies, and 
t h a t  is why he  p u t  them up i n  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  knowing t h a t  
they had never  ope ra t ed  as a u n i t ,  a s  a t a s k  f o r c e  b e f o r e ,  h e  
f e l t  t h a t  t h e s e  were t h r e e  of h i s  b e s t  companies. 

COL FRANKLIN: Did Colonel HENDERSON s p e c i f i c a l l y  d e s i g n a t e  
t h e  r i f l e  companies t h a t  would come from each b a t t a l i o n ?  

A .  General  LIPSCOMB d i d ,  s ir .  He w a s  s t i l l  t h e  
commander of  t h e  11 th  I n f a n t r y  Brigade a t  t h a t  t ime .  General  
LIPSCOMB d e s i g n a t e d  t h e  companies t h a t  would go up t h e r e ,  sir.  

Q - This  i s  very r a r e ,  i s  it n o t ?  

PAe Normally, you do n o t  ask a s u b o r d i n a t e  u n i t  
for a s p e c i f i c  u n i t ,  b u t  fo r - - in  o t h e r  words,  you d o n ' t  s a y  -

t o  a  b a t t a l i o n  commander, "I want A Conpany, n o t  B Company, 
o r  C Company, " j u s t ,  " W e  w i l l  p u l l  away one o f  your  companies. " 
Normally, t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander makes up h i s  mind a s  t o  
which company w i l l  go. 

MR IWCCRATE: Colonel  HENDERSON a c t u a l l y  assumed command on 
15 March 1968? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  t o  t h e  best of my memory, i n  t h a t  
g e n e r a l  a r e a .  I b e l i e v e  it was one day p r i o r  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  
t l z e  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n  under c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  

So around t h e  20th  of J anua ry ,  somewhere i n  t h a t  
neighborhood,  Task Force Baxlcer was formed and was moved up 
t o  t a k e  ove r  t h e  e a s t e r n  h a l f  of t h e  Muscatine AO. Our sou th  
boundary was a long  t h e  Soui Ban Thuyen r i v e r ,  and o u r  w e s t -
e r n  boundary was a long  o r  j u s t  wes t  of  Highway 1. Our 
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n o r t h e r n  boundary is very d i f f i c u l t ,  it i s  not on t h i s  map and 
I w i l l  n o t  b e  a b l e  t o  show you, b u t  it was f u r t h e r  n o r t h .  

Q W e  have a s m a l l e r  map he re .  Perhaps t o  t h e  ' 

left, Major. 

(MAJ CALHOUN moved t o  E x h i b i t  MAP-1. ) 
- .  

A. It i s  very d i f f i c u l t  f o r  me t o  come up and 
remember t h e  e x a c t  boundary on t h e  n o r t h ,  s i r .  it i s  very 
easy  t o  remember t h e  sou the rn  boundary because of t h e  r i v e r .  
A n d - i t  i s  going t o  be very d i f f i c u l t  f o r  me t o  t e l l  t h e  
s t enographe r  e x a c t l y ,  

Q I t h i n k  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  from o u r  p r e s e n t  p o i n t  
of view i s  t h e  s o u t h e r n  boundary, i n  any e v e n t .  A s  I under-
s t a n d  it ,  w e  are concerned wi th  an a r e a  j u s t  t o  t h e  s o u t h  of 
your  sou the rn  boundary. 

A. I t  g e n e r a l l y  r an  along--I  d o n ' t  know exact ly--
b u t  it g e n e r a l l y  r a n  a long  t h e  9 2  eas t -west  g r i d  l i n e .  
General ly  a long  t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 

The t a s k  f o r c e  headqua r t e r s  w a s  p l a c e d  a t  a h i l l  
m a s s  named Landing Zone D o t t i e .  W e  a l s o  had a n o t h e r  f i r e  
base- - loca ted ,  a r t i l l e r y  l o c a t e d ,  t h i n g s  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e .  
There was a l s o  a f i r e  base  o u t  g e n e r a l l y  n e a r  H i l l  110 
( i n d i c a t i n g )  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  of o u r  AO. Th is  h i l l  mass 

w a s  named Landing Zone Upt igh t .  A t  Up t igh t ,  s i r ,  we had,  
a l s o ,  l2/6/11 which was 0u.r d i r ec t  suppor t  b a t t e r y  for t h e  
taslc f o r c e .  They w e r e  i n  d i r e c t  suppor t  of t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ,  
p rov id ing  f i r e .  This  w a s  made up of f o u r  1 0 5 ' s  t o  g i v e  
u s  suppor t .  

Q - Genera l ly ,  what d i s t a n c e  o u t  from LZ Upt igh t  
could t h a t  b a t t e r y  reach?  

A. S i r ,  I t h i n k  you w i l l  f i n d  t h a t  t h e  range o f  
it i s  about 12,000 meters. 

COL FRANKLIN: Ten k i l o m e t e r s  i s  a good range.  

A. What, s ir? 

Q . Around 10 k i l o m e t e r s .  

MR bdACCFATE: Now, each squa re  on t h a t  map i s  1,000 
ki lomet 'ers?  
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A. One thousand meters ,  o r  one k i l o m e t e r .  

Q Excuse me. I w a s  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t h e  range
i n  terms of ,  t h e  map. 

COL FRANKLIN: Was t h i s  t h e  b a t t e r y  t h a t  f i r e d  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
prep  f o r  t h e  laanding on 16 March? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Would you show him where t h a t  l and ing  was? 

A. S i r ,  t h e  l and ing  was j u s t  wes t  of  My La i  ( 4 )  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  i n  t h i s  gene ra l  a r e a .  Ten k i l o m e t e r s  w i l l  
reach t h e  r i v e r  down, h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  , s i r ;  g e n e r a l l y  
about  o u t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  ; and g e n e r a l l y  back i n t o ,  maybe, 
t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
MR MACCRATE: And t h e r e  was a l s o  a communications r e l a y  on GZ 
u p t i g h t ?  

4 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  W e  normally e s t a b l i s h ,  due t o  some 
of t h e  h i l l  masses i n  our  AO, we e s t a b l i s h e d  a r a d i o  r e l a y .  
It was normally the mortar  p l a toon  of  t h e  company t h a t  was ,.. 

occupying LZ Upt igh t ,  and he  would t a k e  o v e r  t h i s  r e l a y .  Be-
tween certain a r e a s ,  because of h i l l  masses, w e  w e r e  n o t  a b l e  
t o  g e t  d i r e c t  communications, and t h e n  w e  would have a r e l a y  
through t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s t a t i o n .  

The headqua r t e r s  was l o c a t e d  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  
w i th  an eng inee r  squad and an YiP squad a t  LZ D o t t i e .  The 
t r a c k s ,  pardon m e ,  t h e  A P C ' s ,  t h e  armored c a v a l r y  p l a toon  
min.us, was l o c a t e d  on t h e  b r i d g e s .  And I might add h e r e  
t h a t  w e  used t h e s e  i n  conjufict ion wi th  o u r  o p e r a t i o n s  as 
w e l l  as on t h e  b r i d g e s .  I n  o t h e r  words, dur ing  t h e  day we 
may rnoumt up s e v e r a l  p l a toons  w i t h  t h e s e  t r a c k s ,  p u t  them 
t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  t r a c k s ,  and run o p e r a t i o n s  w i t h  them, ge t -
t i n g  then back l a te r  i n  the  a f t e r n o o n ,  s o  t h a t  t h e y  could 
go on their s e c u r i t y  of t h e  br idges .  Normally, s i r ,  i n  
o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e  Muscatine a r e a ,  what w e  d i d - - l e t  me back 
up. Also w e  had ano the r  a r t i l l e r y  b a t t e r y  a t  LZ D o t t i e .  
T h i s  was a 155/175 composite b a t t e r y .  I n  o t h e r  words,  it 
was made up o f ,  I d o n r t  know e x a c t l y  t h e  number of each t y p e  
weapon, b u t  t h e r e  was s e v e r a l  155 a r t i l l e r y  p i e c e s  on t h a t ,  
and, a l s o ,  maybe one o r  two 175 's .  Now, your 155 a r t i l l e r y  
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I t h i n k  i s  around 1 5 , 0 0 0  t o  16,000 meters ,  and t h e  175 ,  ,% 

I 'm no t  sure. 

COL FRANKLIN: About 35. 

A. Approximately 35 k i l o m e t e r s .  And t h e y  were 
l o c a t e d  a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  b u t  were n o t  i n  d i r e c t  suppor t  of t h i s  
t a s k  f o r c e .  They were i n  a g e n e r a l  suppor t  r e i n f o r c i n g  
miss ion  o f  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  a r t i l l e r y .  

MR MACCRATE: They i n  no way p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
on 16 March 1968? 

A. Six, I d o n ' t  remember whether t hey  d i d  o r  
n o t .  They d i d  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  some of ou r  o p e r a t i o n s ,  b u t  
t o  g e t  them t o  suppor t  us you would have t o  p u t  i n  a f i r e  
r e q u e s t  th rough  our  b r i g a d e ,  it xould  have t o  go t o  d i v i s i o n ,  
and d i v i s i o n  would have t o  approve it b e f o r e  t h e y  could  even 
f i r e  t h e  guns because t h e y  were i n  a g e n e r a l  suppor t  r e i n -  
f o r c i n g  r o l e  of the Amexical D iv i s ion  a r t i l l e r y .  What t h i s  
g e n e r a l l y  means i s  that t hey  were n o t  a s  r e spons ive  t o  us  as 
ou r  d i r e c t  f i r e ,  d i r e c t  suppor t  a r t i l l e r y  a t  LZ Upt igh t .  

Q . I s e e .  

A. Normally what we, did--we had ano the r  one of  ou r  
miss ions  h e r e ,  which w a s ,  of cou r se ,  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  weapons 
at LZ Do~itie. "L.-CILG -..- ~2So iioi-xally epsratsd,  s i r ,  WE 

p l aced  one company a t  LZ D o t t i e  and it would o p e r a t e  l o c a l l y  
o u t  4 , 0 0 0  o r  5 , 0 0 0  m e t e r s ,  maybe l e a v i n g  one p l a t o o n  
o u t  on an ambush and b r i n g i n g  two p l a toons  a t  n i g h t  
i n t o  LZ D o t t i e  f o r  th.e s e c u r i t y  of t h e  p e r i m e t e r .  We had 
one comyany always worlcing o u t  of LZ Upt igh t  because  we, 
agaic ,  had t o  provide s c c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  weapons, a r t i l l e r y  
weapons, h e r e .  They would t r y  t o  work a t  l e a s t  one o r  two 
p l a toons  o u t  l o c a l l y  around 0 n . a  d a i l y  b a s i s  and p o s s i b l y  
Leaving one plakoon o u t  at n i g h t  f o r  ambush, t o  de te rmine  any 
movement i n  t h e s e  a r e a s .  And t h e n  t h e  t h i r d  company was used 
a s ,  f o r  b e t t e r  words ,  a rov ing  company t h a t  would be given 
a block of g r i d  squ-ares t o  j u s t  o p e r a t e  i n ,  check o u t ,  s e e  
i f  t h e r e  was any VC,  o r  enemy, f o r c e s  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  and t o  
g e n e r a l l y  work t h a t  a r e a  ambushing a t  n i g h t ,  t h i n g s  of t h i s  
n a t u r e .  They would norma.11~ s t a y  o u t  around 1 0  t o  1 4  days 
a t  a t i m e  w i thou t  coming back. i n t o  one of t h e  f i r e  suppor t  
b a s e s .  
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Our miss ion  i n  t h i s  a r e a  g e n e r a l l y ,  s i r ,  was t o  
deny the a r e a  t o  t h e  VC i n  any form, Not l e t  them c o n t r o l  
any of t h i s  a r e a  i n  which w e  w e r e  o p e r a t i n g .  And t h i s  i s  
what w e  d e s i r e d  t o  do,  o r  t h i s  was o u r  mi s s ion ,  t~ do t h i s .  
We were c o n t i n u a l l y  working. 

Once t h i s  rov ing  company had been o u t  f o r  s ay  1 4  
days ,  it would move t o  D o t t i e  f o r  o p e r a t i o n s  t h e r e ,  and t h a t  
company would go t o  t h e  f i e l d .  I t  may move from t h e r e  t o  
u p t i g h t ,  and t h a t  company would go t o  t h e  f i e l d ,  s o  we 
had a cont inous  r o t a t i o n  of  companies s e n t  t o  t h e  f i e l d  wi th  
them s t a y i n g  o u t  approximately 1 4  days a t  a t ime .  

This  w a s  a l l  n o r t h  of t h e  r i v e r .  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Based on good sound i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  s i r ,  from t h e  
d i s t r i c t  headqua r t e r s  down a t  Son Tinh ,  from t h e  prov ince  
headqua r t e r s  down a t  Quang Ngai,  from t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade head- 
q u a r t e r s  a t  Duc Pho and from our  own o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  a r e a  
avld p i c k i n g  up i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  it was determined t h a t  t h e  48th 
Main Force B a t t a l i o n  w a s  o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  a r e a  of My 
L a i  ( 4 1 ,  and an a r e a ,  which we named t h e  P in lcv i l l e  , which 
i s  o u t  on t h e  c o a s t  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  Now,  t h e  P in lcv i l l e  was 
called t h e  F i n k v i l l e  n o t  because of ariythliig o t h e r  thaii it 
was  a pink p l a c e  on t h e  map. I t  was an easy  r e f e r e n c e  f o r  
you t o  t e l l  when you were b r i e f i n g ,  o r  when you were t a l k i n g  
t o  company commanders, t o  r e f e r  t o  it as P i n k v i l l e .  Now, t h i s  
4 8 t h  VC B a t t a l i o n  had been i n  t h e  a r e a  f o r ,  from what I under-
s t a n d ,  many y e a r s .  They had used t h i s  a r e a  t o  s t a g e  a t t a c k s ,  
for exanlple, i n  e a r l y  December of  1967, on Binh Son ( i n d i c a -
t i n g ) ,  t h e  d i s t r i c t  t o  t h e  n o r t h  of  D o t t i e  and had complete ly  
run over  t h e  d i s t r i c t  headqua r t e r s  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I would 
l i k e  t o  add, a l s o ,  t h a t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  3d Brigade of  t h e  4 th  
D iv i s ion  b e i n g  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  t h e  ROI< marines were i n  t h i s  
area, and t h e y  l e f t  a l o t  of  mines,  w i thou t  be ing  marked, 
and thel7, of c o u r s e ,  were p icked  up by t h e  VC, and t r a i l s  
i n  t h i s  
q u i t e  a 

a r e a  were 
d i f f i c u l t  

always mined and booby t r apped .  
a r e a  t o  move i n .  

I t  was 

8 .  When you say  t h i s  area--

A. 
t o  u s .  

( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Within o u r  a r e a  t h a t  w a s  a s s igned  
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Q Thank you. To what e x t e n t  do t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  
that have d e s c r i b e d  ex t end  t o  t h e  area sou th  of your  AO? 

A .  The same, s i r .  T h i s  was a h e a v i l y  booby t r a p -
ed  a r e a  down i n  t h i s  a r e a  a l s o  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

MR WALSH: I unders tand  t h i s  w a s  done by t h e  Korean Marines? 

A .  No, sir. I s a i d  t h a t  t h e  Korean Marines had 
f i r e  b a s e s  and around t h e i r  f i r e  bases  t hey  p u t  mines i n .  
W e  go t  no r e c o r d i n g  of e x a c t l y  where t hey  were.  We had . , 

a r e a s ,  b u t  e x a c t l y  where, the mine w a s ,  a c t u a l l y  p l a c e d ,  w e  
d i d n ' t  g e t .  T h i s  i s  a mined a r e a ,  and,  of  c o u r s e ,  o u r  people  
had t h e s e  on t h e i r  maps and k e p t  o u t  o f  them, What I ' m  say-
i n g ,  t h a t  because  of t h e s e  a r e a s ,  t h e  VC went i n t o  them, 
dug up t h e s e  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e  mines ,  and r e p l a c e d  them i n  t r a i l s  
and around v i l l a g e s  and s o  f o r t h .  

During t h e  T e t  o f f e n s i v e  of January 1 9 6 8 ,  it was 
proven by i n t e l l i g e n c e  t h a t  t h e  48th Main Force B a t t a l i o n  
t h a t  w a s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h i s  g e n e r a l  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t e d )  and o t h e r  
VC u n i t s ,  which I c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s t a g e d  i n  t h i s  area and 
launched an a t t a c k  on Quang Ngai C i ty .  I n  f a c t ,  I t h i n k ,  
I d o n ' t  know t h e  e x a c t  r o u t e ,  b u t  I t h i n k  they  came a c r o s s  
t h e  r i v e r  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  , t h e  r i v e r  j u s t  sou th  of My La i  ( 4 )  
and t h e n  h i t  Quang Ngai C i ty  from t h e  e a s t  ( i nd i ca t . i ng )  . 
I d o n ' t  know i f  t h i s  i s  t r u e  o r  n o t ,  b u t  it i s  my own gen-
crzL r e c e l l e c t i c n  of the ares.  nnd,  as you know, Quzng Ngzii 
C i t y  was p r e t t y  w e l l  b e a t  up,  b a t t e r e d ,  and run ove r  du r ing  
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime .  So i n  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of February ,  
a f t e r  t h e s e  f o r c e s  had withdrawn, o r  had been d r i v e n  o u t  of 
Quang Ngai C i t y ,  i n t e l l i g e n c e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  48th Main 
Force B a t t a l i o n  was i n  t h i s  area ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  W e  r a n  some 
l i t t l e  s m a l l  c p e r a t i o n s  p r i c r  t o  t h e  f i r s t  b i g  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  
w e  r an  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  a long  t h e  r i v e r  j u s t  sou th  of  t h e  Song 
D i e m  River ,  and we .  found ev idence  of a VC f o r c e  i n  t h a t  
a r e a .  I n  f a c t ,  on one of  ou r  company o p e r a t i o n s ,  t h e y  went 
down i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  from A/3/1, I g o t  a f r a n t i c  
c a l l  from the commander s ay ing  he had re.ceived f i r e ,  and w a s  
r e t u r n i n g  i t ,  . A n d  when they  were a b l e  f i n a l l y  t o  g e t  i n t o  
the p l a c e  where t h e y  had r e c e i v e d  f i r e ,  he found t h r e e  o r  
f o u r  women armed w i t h  c a r b i n e s  and grenades .  I t  was e v i d e n t  
t h a t  t h i s  f o r c e  d i d  have women t h a t  were armed w i t h  weapons 
and s o  f o r t h .  
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So r e a l i z i n g  o r  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e  48th Main Force 
B a t t a l i o n  was i n  t h e  My ~ a i / ~ i n k v i l l ea r e a ,  w e  f e l t  t h a t  it 
was a d e f i n i t e ,  posed a d e f i n i t e  s e c u r i t y  t h r e a t  t o  Quang 
~ g a iCi ty  and a l s o  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  headquar t e r s  a t  Son Tinh 
( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  And t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  commander f e l t  t h a t  an 
o p e r a t i o n  was i n  o r d e r  t o  see i f  t h i s  f o r c e  could n o t  b e  
e l i m i n a t e d  and d r i v e n  ou t  of  t h e  a r e a .  

COL FRANKLIN: Ques t ion ,  Major. his is  t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and AO? 

A. I 'm n o t  s u r e  t h a t  it i s .  I ' m  s o r r y ,  I donit 
know what it is ,  b u t  I th ink  it is .  

Q My q u e s t i o n  was, d i d  you coord ina te  wi th  t h e  
2d ARWq when you went i n  t h e r e ?  Did you make any e f f o r t  t o  
make them go i n ?  

A. I w i l l  p o i n t  t h a t  ou t  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  sir.  

I n  de te rmining  t h a t ,  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  commander--
i n  de te rmining  he wanted t o  run an o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  
made a v i s i t  down t o  Quang Ngai C i ty  and he  t a l k e d  wi th  t h e  
s e n i o r  a d v i s o r  t o  t h e  2d ARVN Div is ion .  And t h e y  agreed t o  
conduct a j o i n t  o p e r a t i o n  wi th  us .  This  was conducted in- - I  
c a n ' t  remember e x a c t  dates-- the f i r s t  p a r t  o r  middle of  
February,  sir.  

Our p l a n ,  scheme of maneuver, i n  t h i s  p a r t i -
c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n  was t h a t  t h e  boundary l i n e  t h a t  runs  from--
boundary between ARVN and American f o r c e s  w a s  t h e  road ,  
Highway 521, which g e n e r a l l y  runs up h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
This  w a s  t h e  boundary between t h e  Vietnamese and American 
f o r c e s .  The scheme was t h a t  t h e  2d ARVN, a regiment from 
t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion ,  and I don 't know how much of t h a t  
regiment ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  was t o  sweep sou th  of Highway 521 
and a c t u a l l y  go i n t o  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  proper  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
W e  employed d u r i n g  t h i s  ope ra t ion  one r i f l e  company and a 
r i f l e  company minus. S t i l l  remember w e  had t o  s e c u r e  t h i s  
a r e a  here .  So w e  had t o  leave  one p la toon  back t h e r e .  
Actua l ly  w e  went back up t h e r e  w e  employed two companies and 
a company minus. The company o f f  o f  LZ Upt ight  came down and 
blocked g e n e r a l l y  a s  i n  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  wi th  two o r  t h r e e  of 
t h e i r  p l a toons .  I don 't remember. A/3/1 was a f u l l  company, 
it crossed  t h e  r i v e r  g e n e r a l l y  a long  Chau S a t  C-H-A-U S-A ( 3 ) ,  
and was t o  sweep j u s t  south of  t h e  r i v e r ,  j u s t  south o f  
t h e  Song D i e m  River  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  B/4 /3 ,  
on ly  two p la toons  of  t h a t ,  was t o  sweep i n  t h e  middle between 
A/3/1 and t h e  Vietnamese, and they  were t o  sweep up t o  
g e n e r a l l y  i n  t h e  a r e a  of  IYy Lai  ( 4 )  and go i n t o  a b lock ing  
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p o s i t i o n  o r i e n t e d  towards ~ / 3 / 1  which would be  o r i e n t e d  towards 
t h e  nor thwes t  s o  t h a t  t hey  could sweep--they w e r e  d r i v i n g  any- 
t h i n g  i n  f r o n t  of him and w e  would have t h e s e  b lock ing  p o s i t i o n s  
t o  keep t h i s  f o r c e  from coming--this jumped o f f  e a r l y  i n  t h e  
morning, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  t i m e ,  and it was a  very bad day,  
r a i n .  The c louds  w e r e  very low, however, w e  s t i l l  could  g e t  
h e l i c o p t e r  gunsh ip ,  t hey  were h e l i c o p t e r s  wi th  r o c k e t s  i n  
them and machineguns on them t h a t  suppor t  us from t i m e  t o  
t ime.  We could g e t  a i rs t r i k e s .  However, around--somewhere 
between 1200 and 1400 t h e  c e i l i n g  j u s t  complete ly  dropped down 
t o  t h e  ground, and as  Bravo Company n o t  hav ing  any--not meet ing 
any r e s i s t a n c e  a t  a l l  walked i n t o  heavy enemy c o n t a c t  i n  t h e  
g e n e r a l  a r e a  of M y  La i  ( 4 )  and were n o t  a b l e  t o  g e t  i n t o  a 
b lock ing  p o s i t i o n  from A/3/1. A/3/1 w a s  doing a thorough 
s e a r c h  and check ~f t h e  area, b u t  had f a l l e n  behind s l i g h t l y .  
i3/4/3 began t o  g e t  q u i t e  a b i t  of  mor ta r  f i r e .  W e  t hough t  it 
was coming from H i l l  85. We had gunships  on s t a t i o n ,  b u t  w e  
w e r e  a f r a i d  t o  p u t  any f i r e  i n  t h e r e  because w e  cou ld  n o t  g e t  
t h e  d e f i n i t e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  ARVN, t h e  Vietnamese Army f o r c e s ,  
and where t hey  w e r e  and w e  were a f r a i d  we would p u t  f i r e  on 
them i n s t e a d  of  on t h e  enemy. Bravo Company had a  ve ry  d i f f i -  
c u l t  t ime he re .  One p l a toon  w a s  complete ly  surrounded and 
pinned down. The p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  and t h e  p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t  w e r e  
s e r i o u s l y  wounded. A spec  4 r a d i o  o p e r a t o r  took over  t h e  
p l a toon .  A s p e c i a l i s t  4 r a d i o  o p e r a t o r  took  ove r  t h e  p l a t o o n ,  
and r e a l i z i n g  t h i s  w e  thought  maybe w e  might have some problems 
w e  d i d n ' t  know where,  s o  w e  had b rough t - - a f t e r  o u r  t r a c k s  t h e  
APC's had c l e a r e d  t h e  road which was p a r t  o f  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  
Every morning t h e y  were t o  accompany a road c i e a r i n g  team t o  
c l e a r  t h e  road o f  mines and s o  f o r t h .  We had brought  them 
and p l aced  them r i g h t  i n  t h i s  o l d  French f o r t  area ( i n d i c a t -
i n g )  t h i s  square  on t h e  map, and j u s t  l e f t  them t h e r e .  They 
g o t  down t h e r e  at  probably 12 o ' c l o c k  du r ing  t h e  day.  
When ou r  Bravo Company r ece ived  heavy enemy c o n t a c t ,  t h e  
t a s k  f o r c e  commander employed h i s  t r a c k s  t o  go forward and 
t o  t r y  and h e l p  Bravo Company o u t .  This  t u r n e d  
o u t  t o  be  a  very w i s e  move i n  t h a t  t h i s  p l a t o o n  would have 
probably been a n n i h i l a t e d  o r  ve ry ,  very w e l l  decimated i f  it 
h a d n ' t  been f o r  the t r a c k s  because they  broke through t h e  
enemy pe r ime te r  and p icked  up t h i s  p l a t o o n ,  a l l  under t h e  
d i r e c t i o n  of a s p e c i a l i s t  4 who, once everybody w a s  l oaded ,  
cheeked t h e  area ts make s u r e  t h a t  everybody w a s  on t h e  
personne l  c a r r i e r s .  They broke o u t  a g a i n ,  o f  t h e  
enemy p e r i m e t e r ,  and w e  withdrew t h o s e  two p l a toons  o u t  o f  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  t h a t  n i g h t .  They brought  them a l l  t h e  
way o u t  and back t o  LZ D o t t i e  t o  perform t h e  s e c u r i t y  miss ion  
t h a t  t hey  had t o  do  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  
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A/3/1, went i n t o  a n i g h t  d e f e n s i v e  p o s i t i o n  
g e n e r a l l y  up above My Lai  ( 4 )  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) . A n i g h t  defen- 
s i v e  p o s i t i o n  i s  where you go i n t o  and you g e t  r e s u p p l i e d  
and you s e t  up your pe r ime te r ,  d igg ing  h o l e s ,  e s t a b l i s l ~ i n g  
f i e l d s  of f i r e ,  t h i n g s  of t h i s  n a t u r e  f o r  n i g h t .  The next 
morning, t hey  were given t h e  miss ion t o  sweep through t h i s  
a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and go i n t o  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a .  
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The ARVN f o r c e s  never  go t  up h e r e  on t h e  prev ious  
day. They went up s o  f a r  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and then  t h e y ,  i n  t h e  
t h e  a f t e r n o o n ,  t u r n e d  around and went back t o  Quang Ngai C i ty .  
And I d o n ' t  want t o  l e a d  you t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  I am i n  any way 
condemning them f o r  t h i s .  I am n o t .  Quang Ngai C i t y  had 
been over run  j u s t  a couple weeks b e f o r e ,  and t h e y  were s t i l l  
concerned about t h i s  happening aga in ,  and I ' m  s u r e  t h e y  with-
drew t h e i r  f o r c e s  t o  h e l p  i n  t h e  s e c u r i t y  o f  ~ u a n gNgai C i t y .  

The n e x t  day A/3/1, went t o  t h i s  g e n e r a l  a r e a  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  f i n d i n g  evidence of a b a t t l e  be ing  t h e r e .  L e t  

m e  back up. I might say t h a t  du r ing  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  because 
of t h e  heavy c o n t a c t ,  w e  f i r e d  a lmost  every  round t h a t  was 
on t h e  ground, ~ r t i l l e r yround, on t h e  ground a t  LZ Upt igh t .  
I n  f a c t ,  we go-t s o  dangerously  c l o s e  t o  running  o u t  o f  am-
munit ion t h a t  we had t o  s t o p  f i r i n g  t h e r e ,  and w e  r eques t ed  
t h a t  t h e  Vietnamese, who had a b a t t e r y  l o c a t e d  on Nui Thien 
An ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  a t  t h e  t o p  of it, i f  t h e y  would suppor t  u s ,  
which they  d i d  and d i d  very ,  very w e l l .  They f i r e d  suppor t  
f o r  u s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  from t h i s  h i l l  t o p  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  
and d i d  a ve ry ,  very f i n e  job i n  s u p p o r t i n g  u s .  We had t o  
c a l l  f o r  an emergency resupply  of ammunition t h a t  n i g h t  t o  
b u i l d  up t h e  a r t i l l e r y  rounds on Upt igh t .  

Our Alpha Company swept through t h e  a r e a  s e e i n g  
a l o t .  When Bravo Company was i n  t h e r e  f i g h t i n g ,  t hey  saw 
weapons everywhere ar,d w e r e n ' t  & l e  t o  p i ck  t h a m  up .because 
of be ing  pinned down, darkness  came. We had t o  p u l l  t hose  
people  nu t  f o r  s e c u r i t y ,  and,  of c o u r s e ,  t h e  n e x t  day t h e y  
had a l r eady  p o l i c e d  t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d  and w e  c o u l d n ' t  g e t  t h e  
weapons we would have l i l t ed  t o  have g o t t e n .  

C h a r l i e  Company moved on r e c e i v i n g  o n l y  s p o r a d i c  
s n i p e r  f i r e  &; t h e y  moved forward.  

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Alpha Company? 

A. Excuse me, A/1/3. 

Q * 
t h i s ?  

Excuse me. W e r e  was C h a r l i e  Company d u r i n g  a l l  

A .  They were b lock ing  up h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  , s i r ,  
and a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  they  went back up t o  Up t igh t  and 
ran l o c a l  o p e r a t i o n s .  
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They d i d  n o t  a c t u a l l y  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  f i g h t ?  

Only i n  t h e  b lock ing ,  sir.  

Right  . 
A. Having come a c r o s s  t h i s  r i v e r  s e v e r a l  t imes  b e f o r e ,  
i t  had been no ted  t h a t  once we g o t  i n  t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  
t hey  wo'uld s l i p  o u t .  

Q Y e s .  

A. And t h e n  go i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  , s o  w e  
w e r e  t r y i n g  t o  s e a l  t hem-of f  by p u t t i n g  b lock ing  f o r c e s  i n  
t h e r e .  

A/3/1 met l i t t l e  r e s i s t e n c e  going u n t i l  t h e y  g o t  
i n t o  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  p rope r .  I might mention th-a t  t h i s  was t h e  
first t i m e ,  I was t o l d ,  t h i s  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h e  U.S. f o r c e s  
had e v e r  been i n  t h i s  a r e a .  

He was meeting very l i t t l e  r e s i s t a n c e  u n t i l  he  
g o t  i n t o  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  p r o p e r ,  and he met heavy c o n t a c t  aga in .  

MR MACCRATE : Who i s  t h e  "he "?  

A. A/3 /1 ,  commanded by Captain  TRINKLE who was one of 
t h e  f i n e s t  coxpany connanders I 've seen i n  Viztnam. 

He c a l l e d  fox gunships and gunships  went i n  and 
p l a s t e r e d  t h e  a r e a ,  b u t  t h e  VC were s o  w e l l  dug i n  and had 
such good bunker and t u n n e l  sys tems,  t h a t  t h e  gunships  w e r e  
no t  doing any good. So w e  c a l l e d  f o r  an a i r  s t r i k e .  Our 
t a c t i c a l  a i r  s u p p o r t ,  which i s  U.S. A i r  Force j e t s ,  I d o n ' t  
remenzber t h e  e x a c t  ordnance i n  them, probably 500 o r  1,000 
pcund bombs, and probably some napalm, I don 't remember t h e  
e x a c t  ordnance on them. Because w e  had a h a r d  t ime  g e t t i n g  
t h i s  a i r  s t r i k e  and w e  had t o  de l ay  him, our  A/3/1, u n t i l  w e  
could  g e t  t he  a i r  strike i n .  A t  t h e  same t ime w e  had a Navy 
s w i z t  b o a t .  Now a Navy s w i f t  b o a t  i s  a s m a l l  b o a t .  I t  i s  
a z ~ n e dwi th  - 5 0  c a l i b e r  machinegun. It a l s o  h a s  on t h e r e  
. 7 1 ~ r l tw e  c a l l  an over  and under. It has  a .50 c a l i b e r  
r ,:izine on t h e  t o p  and an 81 m i l l i m e t e r  mor ta r  under it. Like 
aQ over and under shotgun.  This mortar  i s  f i r e d  from t h e  
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s w i f t  b o a t .  I t  i s  f i r e d  a-ta Low anrjic! i n s t e a d  of a high 
ang le  as we do on t h e  grcund. It's 31-most l i k e  a d-irect. 
f i r e ,  b u t  n o t  e x a c t l y  l i k e  a c l j  r ec t  f i r e .  W e l l ,  the Navy 
s w i f t  b o a t  was o u t  here  and he  c a l l c d  u s  and s a i d ,  "Sounds 
l i k e  you a r e  i n  t r o u b l e .  Do you want some h e l p ? "  And we s a i d ,  
"Yes, i f  you can come i n  and f i r e  on t h e  back s i d e  of t h e  
v i l l a g e  o r  t h i s  a r e a ,  we'd a p p r e c i a t e  it. 'I So h e  made h i s  
. f i r s t  r u n ,  and t h e  reason I remember t h i s  i s  I w a s  s i t t i n g  
up h e r e  a t  Upt igh t  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  a t  t h a t  time, and I could  n o t  
a c t u a l l y  see i n d i v i d u a l s ,  b u t  I could  see p u f f s  of  smoke 
from rounds going o f f ,  t h i n g s  of t h i s  n a t u r e .  And I c o ~ l d  
see the s w i f t  boa t .  A s  h e  came i n  he g o t  d r i v e n  back o u t .  W e  
cou ld  see t h e  w a t e r  and t h e  s h e l l s  b u r s t i n g  a l l  around h i m .  
And h e  would make a sweep and d e l i v e r  f i r e  h e r e  ( in:-I icat ing) 
and go back o u t  aga in .  We f i n a l l y  g o t  t h e  a i r  s t r i k e  i n  t h e r e .  
Then Capta in  TRINKLE moved h i s  company t o  t r y  t o  c l o s e  with 
t h e  enemy and m e t  s t i f f  r e s i s t a n c e .  And h e  fought  from 
approximately  1500 i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon  u n t i l  about  1830, 6 : 3 0 ,  
t h a t  n i g h t  and could  n o t  overrun t h e  p o s i t i o n .  W e  had t o  
withdraw him because  of darkness  back o u t  and back i n  t o  t h e  
east o r  t o  t h e  west of  t h e  P i n l t v i i l e  a r e a  (i:~c!icating) 1 , 0 2 0  
meters  o r  s o  and p u t  him i n  a n i g h t  d e f e n s i v e  p o s i t i o n  f o r  
t h e  n i g h t ,  which w e  d id .  

MR WALSH: Does t h e  p ink  a r e a  i n d i c a t e  a b u i l t  up sec- t ion  l i k e  
a c i t y  o r  a town? 

A.  It  normally would. When we  g o t  t h e r e  t h e r e  w a s  n c t h -
i n g  l e f t .  It had been l e v e l e d .  

Q- But t h a t  i s  t h e  a r e a  where Capta in  TRINKLE ran  
i n t o  very  s e r i o u s  t r o u b l e ?  

A.  Very s e r i o u s  . 
Q The a r e a  i n  pink on t h i s  map? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

The n e x t  day ,  we w e r e  f i g u r i n g  t h a t  t h e  c a p t s i n  
w i t h  t h e  amount of  f o r c e s  he had ,  we f e l t  t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  
have enough f o r c e s ,  s o  we a i r  a s s a u l t e d  ~ / 4 / 3  from LZ D o t t i e  
i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  a l s o  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  Now e x a c t l y  where t hey  
landed  I don 't remember. But it seems t o  me t h a t  t hey  landed  
somewhere i n  t h i s  area ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  And t h e n  wi th  t h e  two 
coinpanies made a sweep i n t o  t h e  area. The VC f o r c e  had 
d e p a r t e d ,  had s l i p p e d '  o u t  under cover  o f  da rkness .  We 
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fov.nd t h e i r  f o r t i f i e d  p o s i t i o n s ,  and, it i s  very f o r t u n a t e  t h a t  
Capta in  TRINKLE d i d n ' t  c l o s e  w i t h  t h e  enemy t h a t  n i g h t  because 
t h e y  had 105,  155 and o t h e r  k inds  of command de tona ted  mines 
around t h e  p e r i m e t e r  of t h a t  de fens ive  p o s i t i o n .  I f  h e  had 
been a b l e  t o  c l o s e ,  I ' m  s u r e  we would have l o s t  more than  w e  
d i d .  

COL FRANKLIN: Excuse me, Major CALHOUN, you s t a t e d  you 
could  observe t h i s  from Upt igh t .  I assume t h a t  C h a r l i e  
Company w a s  obse rv ing  t h e  b a t t l e . .  I f  you could s e e  t h e  
f i r i n g  they  were a l o t  c l o s e r .  

A. I should  have po in t ed  t h a t  o u t .  During t h a t  
day we pu t  C h a r l i e  Company back down t o  keep them from i n -  
f i l t r a t i n g  n o r t h .  Now, they  r e c e i v e d  tremendous f i r e  from 
t h i s  s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r  over  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  L e t  m e  r e -
t r a c t  t h a t .  Not tremendous f i r e ,  b u t  s n i p e r  f i r e  t h a t  k e p t  
them from doing ,  you know, r e s t r i c t e d  t h e i r  movement. They 
d i d n ' t  have t h e  freedom of movement t h a t  t hey  c e r t a i n l y  would 
have l i k e d  t o  have.  They r ece ived  s n i p e r  f i r e  from t h e  sou th  
s i d e  of t h i s  v i l l a g e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) . 
MR MACCRATE: But t h a t  i s  much lower l and  i s  it n o t  t h a n  LZ 
Upt igh t?  

A. Oh, y e s ,  sir.  R igh t ,  s i r .  

P4R WALSH: I t a k e  it t h a t  t h e  low clouds  o f  t h e  p rev ious  
dq7 c l e a r e d  o f f  . 
A. Yes, s ir .  I t  w a s  a c l e a r  day t h e  n e x t  day.  

So t h e  f o r c e  had l e f t  s o  we began t o  s e a r c h  t h i s  
area s i n c e  w e  had never  been t h e r e  be fo re  and thought  t h a t  
a d e t a i l e d  s e a r c h  should  be  acconpl i shed .  And we found i n  
t h a t  a r e a  t h a t  t h e r e  was an e x t e n s i v e  tunne l  network t h a t  
went two t o  t h r e e  l e v e l s  below t h e  ground. The rooms w e r e  
l a r g e  rooms under t h e  ground t h a t  were b r i c k  l i n e d .  The 
e n t r a n c e s  were w e l l  h idden.  There w a s  a  complete ,  c e r t a i n l y  
a l a r g e  d i spensa ry  ,underground i n  t h a t  a r e a .  Capta in  TRINKLE 
fo.lnd t h i s  by c a p t u r i n g  a  nu r se  who had jumped i n  a  w e l l  and 
w e - t  i n t o  a h o l e  i n  t h e  s i d e  of  t h e  w e l l .  They cap tu red  h e r  
ar.d went  i n  t h e r e  and found t h i s  and cap tu red  d o c t o r s  and 
- ,  ;(7C: i n  t h a t  a r e a .  

I-..,.. 
 !t:illCCLWTE: Were any photographs made of t h a t ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  know t h a t ,  s i r .  I donst reinember. 
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  were, b u t  I d o n ' t  remember. 
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What we nttempted t o  do t h e n  w a s  t o  c l o s e  t h e s e  
t u n n e l s  up s o  they  c o u l d n ' t  be  used a g a i n ,  and ,  g e n e r a l l y  
moved back o u t  of t h e  a r ea .  I d o n ' t  know, b u t  I t h i n k  t h e  
t o t a l  o p e r a t i o n  l a s t e d  4 o r  5 days a t  t h e  most. 

We went back o u t  of t h e  a r e a  f e e l i n g  t h a t  we had 
d r i v e n ,  f o r  t h e  t ime be ing ,  t h i s  VC f o r c e  i n  t h i s  a r e a  o u t .  

MR WALSH: How f a r  down d i d  t h e y  go down? .Did t h e y  sweep down? 

A. No, s ir .  They s t ayed  up i n  t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  
t o  t h e  n o r t h .  Not below H i l l  85. Very l i t t l e  below H i l l  85 .  

I miaht  mention t h a t  I was t o l d  by b o t h  of t h e s e  
company commanders working he re  t h a t  when t h e y  r a n  a c r o s s  
c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  t h e y  a-dvised them f o r  t h e i r  own sa . fe ty  t h a t  it 
would be  b e s t  f o r  them t o  move i n t o  re fugee  c e n t e r s .  Captain  
TRINKLE was a f l u e n t  Vietnamese l i n g u i s t  and had a very  f i n e  
r a p p o r t  w i th  t h e  Vietnamese and could t a l k  w i t h  them very  
e a s i l y .  

MR MACCRATE: Where was t h e  n e a r e s t  r e f u g e e  c e n t e r ?  

A. I know t h e r e  w a s  one a t  Son Tinh ,  and I know 
t h e r e  was one down a t  Quang Ngai C i t y ,  and t h a t  i s  t h e  c l o s -
es t  I know o f ,  s i r .  

So w e  withdrew and conducted normal o p e r a t i o n s  
t h a t  I discussed--

COL FRANKLIN: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  What were your  c a s u a l t i e s  gener-
a l l y  f o r  ycur  whole o p e r a t i o n ?  

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Approximate. 

A. I ' d  s a y  it w a s  between 30 and 4 0  k i l l e d  and 
wounded Americans. 

MR WALSH: Was t h a t  i n  a11 t h r e e  o p e r a t i o n s ?  

A.  N o ,  s i r .  I ' m  j u s t  t a l k i n g  about  t h i s  one opera-
t i o n .  

COL FRANKLIN: So t h a t  &out  2 0  p e r c e n t  of  t h e  s t r e n g t h  you 
had down t h e r e  as you had about  f i v e  p l a toons  r e a l l y  engaged. 
That  i s  about 150; s o  20 t o  2 5  p e r c e n t  c a s u a l t i e s .  
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A.  Now, t h i s  niay be  h igh .  It may be as low 
as 20 and it may b e  a s  h igh  a s  40 .  I ' m  s o r r y ,  b u t  
I know t h a t  w e  had many medical  evacua t ions  t h a t  day w i t h  
h e l i c o p t e r s .  I n  f a c t ,  one of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t s  went 
i n  w i t h  a low c e i l i n g  and couldn 't s e e  t h e  ground, couldn I t  

s e e  t h e  sky ,  c o u l d n ' t  s e e  t h e  ground, and f i n a l l y  found t h e  
people  on t h e  ground and p icked  about  f i v e  o r  s i x  wounded 
and f lew o u t .  H e  was awarded a DSC f o r  t h i s .  

MR WALSH: Th i s  would have been t h e  f i r s t  day when it w a s -
c loudy? 

R igh t ,  s ir .  

Q The second day,  when you brought  t h e  Bravo Company 
back,  d i d  it come back by h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. I t h i n k  about  t h e  t h i r d  day we p u t  them i n  
and t h e  f o u r t h  day we p u l l e d  them back o u t .  Now, w e  had an 
e x t r a c t i o n .  What I mean by e x t r a c t i o n  i s  going i n  and p u l l -
i n g  a company o u t  and b r i n g i n g  them back t o  where w e  want 
them. W e  had an e x t r a c t i o n  p l an  f o r  Bravo Company. Bravo 
Conl.pany, a f t e r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  was going t o  move a c r o s s  t h e  
r i v e r  and up t o  Up t igh t ,  t a k e  it o v e r ,  and I b e l i e v e  C h a r l i e  
Company w a s  going t o  go n o r t h  and o p e r a t e  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  
p a r t  of o u r  AO. 

Q N o ,  my q u e s t i o n ,  major ,  you had t aken  o u t  a p a r t  
of B/4 w i t h  armored personne l  c a r r i e r s .  I thought  you s a i d  
you had p u t  them back i n  t o  h e l p  o u t  Alpha Company. With a l l  
of  t h a t  f i r e  around t h e r e ,  I wonder how they  g o t  t h e r e .  

A .  The second day? 

Q Yes. 

A .  W e  d i d n ' t  p u t  them i n  u n t i l  t h e  t h i r d  day. There 
w a s  nokhing i n  t h e r e  t h e  t h i r d  day,  it w a s  gone. W e  on ly  p u t  
t w o  2l.atoons of  Bravo i n  t h e r e .  We had an e x t r a c t i o n  p l an  
t o  p~1.1.1them back t o  LZ D o t t i e ,  however, w e  g o t  sound, 
(;c3<1 I n k e l l i g e n c e  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a headqua r t e r s  l o c a t e d  

,111.y o u t  i n  t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  n e a r  Chau Binh ( 2 ) .  
::u w e  tu rned  t h e  e x t r a c t i o n  i n t o  ano the r  a s s a u l t ,  l anded  o u t  
here ( i n d i c a t i n g )  , and k i l l e d ,  I t h i n k ,  15 o r  16 and picked 
up 1 0  o r  1 2  weapons, some EE8 ,  a t y p e  of  t e l ephone ,  
and a rac1i.o. We though t  t h a t  w e  had probably found t h i s  
headqua r t e r s  that w e  had been look ing  f o r .  They had probably 
s l i p p e d  o u t  of P i n k v i l l e  and moved no r th  i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  ( i n -
d i c a t i n g ) .  W e  were a b l e  t o  g e t  on t o p  of them. T h i s  w a s  
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done about 5 o ' c ; ~ i . ? ~ l ci n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n ,  t h e  commander had 
about an hour and a  h a l f  of  d a y l i g h t ,  and,  of c o u r s e ,  t h e  
nex t  day everybody was gone. 

COL W I L S O N :  You thought  t h a t  was t h e  48th? 

A. I thought  it was, s i r .  I t h i n k  d u r i n g  t h e  
f i r s t  p a r t  of t h e  ope ra t ion  it was h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  where 
we f i r s t  s t a r t e d  i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e ,  and I think--what I'm t r y -
i n g  t o  l e a d  i n t o  i s  t h a t  a f t e r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  we f e l t  t h a t  t h e  
~ i n k v i l l ewas where t h e  headqua r t e r s  of  t h e  48th Main Force 
at tali on was l o c a t e d .  They had a s e c u r i t y  r i n g  o u t ,  

g e n e r a l l y ,  i n  t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  o u t  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of 
My La i  ( 4 )  t h a t  would pu'c up a s t i f f  enough f i g h t  a s  t r o o p s  
came i n  t h e r e  t o  g ive  t h i s  u n i t ,  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  t i m e  
enough t o  e i t h e r  s l i p  n o r t h  o r  sou th  o r  go under ground s o  
t h a t  you could  never  f i n d  them. Now we aga in  r an  ano the r  
operat ion--

9. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  : Ques t ion .  Did you p r e p a r e  a 
combat a c t i o n  r e p o r t  on t h a t  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  sir.  

Q - You d i d n ' t  s e e  i t ?  

A. NO,  s i r .  

Q . Did you s e e  a  combat a c t i o n  r e p o r t  on any of  
t h e s e  , - ,perat ions  you are d e s c r i b i n g ?  

A. No, s ir .  

&. Okay .' 

A. We moved back and conducted normal o p e r a t i o n s  
and t h e n  aga in  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of February,  f i r s t  of  
March, again  i n t e l l i g e n c e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  u n i t  had moved 
back i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
COL FRANKLIN: These normal o p e r a t i o n s  you were conduct ing,  
were you t a k i n g  booby t r a p ,  s n i p e r  c a s u a l t i e s  du r ing  t h i s  
e n t i r e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I n  f a c t ,  C h a r l i e  Company--and aga in  
I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  t i e  t h i n g s  i n  and I ' m  no t  s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  hap- 
pened o r  a t  what t ime ,  b u t  Cha r l i e  Company went ,  I t h i n k  
a f t e r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  and r e t u r n e d  t o  LZ Upt igh t .  
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They moved t o  o u r  n o r t h e r n  AO, g e n e r a l l y ,  a lmost  t o  o u r  
boundary. I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  where up t h e r e ,  b u t  we 
had a v i s i t  p a i d  t o  us by a b a t t a l i o n  of t h e  198th which 
was on ou r  n o r t h e r n  boundary t h a t  t hey  wanted t o  run an oper -
a t i o n  on a p a r t i c u l a r  v i l l a g e  t h a t  was r i g h t  on t h e  boundary. 
And they  wanted us  t o  block from t h e  sou th  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
and t h e y  were going t o  a i r  a s s a u l t  and l a n d  and sweep through.  
But a s  C h a r l i e  Company went i n t o  t h a t  b lock ing  p o s i t i o n ,  it 
was r i g h t  on t h e  edge of t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  t h e y  walked i n t o  a  
m i n e f i e l d  and t h e r e  was some, I d o n ' t  remember, some 17 
t o  20  c a s u a l t i e s  t aken  w i t h i n  3 t o  4 minutes .  They had t o  
c a l l  o f f  t h e  a i r  a s s a u l t  and use  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  t o  evacua te  
t h e  wounded o u t .  

Q. This  r i f l e  company had been. i n  combat about  
2 months a t  t h i s  t ime?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q (Speaking t o  MR MACCRATE) So t h e r e  y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g
about  10 o r  15 p e r c e n t ,  boom, gone l i k e  t h a t  ( snapping  h i s  
f i n g e r s )  . 
A. I t h i n k  t h i s  w a s  1 7 ,  15 ,  something l i k e  t h i s .  
I d o n ' t  remember, s ir .  

I ' l l  speed up a l i t t l e  b i t .  

COL WILSON: May I a s k ,  a r e  you s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  m i n e f i e l d  
was l o c a t e d  on t h e  boundary of t h e  198th and t h a t  t h e s e  
c a s u a l t i e s  w e r e  produced up t h e r e  and n o t  down h e r e  i n  
t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
A. No, s i r ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e . .  I thought  t h a t - -
I would n o t  be  a b l e  t o  swear t o  t h i s ,  I ' m  n o t  s ay ing ,  
and I hope t h a t  I have p re faced  it by say ing  t o  t h e  b e s t  
of  m y  memory t h i s  happened--

COL FRANKLIN: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  But t o  your  knowledge, C h a r l i e  
Company d i d  n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e  sou th  of t h e  r i v e r  i n  t h i s  a c t i o n  
you desc r ibed  and had n o t  been down t h e r e  on prev ious  opera-
t i o n s ?  

A .  They had been a long  t h e  r i v e r  and had probably 
qutkcn over  a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r ,  b u t  never  deep s o u t h ,  b u t  

I P )  -.i:lly a long  t h e  edges  a c r o s s  t h e  sou th  of t h e  r i v e r  
OIL t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  exeuc i se .  I f e e l ,  and I ' m  n o t  s u r e  o f  
t h i s ,  I t h i n k ,  t h a t  C h a r l i e  Company took  some c a s u a l t i e s  i n  
t h i s  f i r s t  o p e r a t i o n ,  t o o .  The amount and t h e  number and 
t h e  s e r i o u s n e s s  of  them, I d o n ' t  know, I c a n ' t  remember. 
I do remember t h a t  one sn ipe r - - the re  w a s  some c a s u a l t i e s .  
I ' m  s o r r y ,  I c a n ' t  answer e x a c t l y  how many c a s u a l t i e s .  
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COL WILSON:  Yes, thank you. 

A. Now, on t h e  o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n ,  I po in t ed  t h i s  o u t  
n o t  t o  t r y  and t i e  it i n  h e r e  a t  a l l ,  I 'm j u s t  s a y i n g  t h a t  
C h a r l i e  Company d i d  s u s t a i n  a g r e a t  number of  c a c u a l t i e s  i n  
a 3 o r  4 minute pe r iod .  Where it was, I thought  it 
was n o r t h ,  it might n o t  have been. T o  t h e  b e s t  of my memory, 
I d o n ' t  know, b u t  I do know t h a t  t hey  g o t  i n t o  a m i n e f i e l d  
n e a r  a v i l l a g e  and r ece ived  15 t o  20 c a s u a l t i e s  i n  a p e r i o d  
o f  3 t o  4 minutes.  

Q I t h i n k  we can f i x  t h i s  through morning r e p o r t s
which we have t h a t  show a l a r g e  number of c a s u a l t i e s  had 
occur red  b u t ,  h ~ Z o r t u n a t e l y , t h e  morning r e p o r t s ,  a s  I re-
member, donrt g ive  l o c a t i o n s .  

Y e s ,  sir.  I 'm s o r r y  I c a n ' t .  

MR MACCRATE: Did t h e  morning r e p o r t s  come t o  you? 

A. N o ,  sir. I should  have probably covered t h a t  
w i th  you, s i r .  W e  had o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  of  t h e s e  companies, 
and we were t o  suppor t  them. Our l o g i s t i c  suppor t  came from 
t h e  b a t t a l i o n  t h a t  I t o l d  you was l o c a t e d  a c r o s s  t o  t h e  wes t ,  
i n  t h e  wes te rn  p ~ r tof t h e  AO. T h e i r  t r a i n s  were l o c a t e d  
i n  Chu La i  which i s  about 15 minutes n o r t h  G£ o u r  a r e a  by 
h e l i c o p t e r .  The b r i g a d e  gave then e x t r a  pecp le .  The company 
r e a r s  of t h e  t h r e e  companies moved i n t o  t h e  t r a i n s  a r e a s  i n  
Chu L z i - ,  and t h i s  w a s  a  conso l ida t ed  l o g i s t i c a l  suppor t  f o r  
our  Task Fcjrce Barker and t h e  3d Br igade ,  4 t h  D iv i s ion .  
Admin i s t r a t i on ,  we d i d  n o t  do any a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  on t h e  
companies a s  f a r  a s  morning r e p o r t s ,  any pe r sonne l  a c t i o n s ,  
o r  f i nance  a c t i o n s ,  o r  any th ing  of t h i s  n a t u r e .  

Q . W e l l ,  how many t y p e w r i t e r s  d i d  you have,  j u s t  s o  I 
can v i s u a l i z e  what you d i d  have by way of--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  , S i r ,  we had one t y p e w r i t e r .  

Q One t y p e w r i t e r ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

MR WALSH: id you have anybody t o  o p e r a t e  i t ?  

A. Yes, s ir ,  we had a c l e r k .  He was a l i t t l e  
slow t y p i n g  a t  t i m e s ,  sir.  
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A f t e r  w e  had moved back and conducted normal 
o p e r a t i o n s  w i t h i n  ou r  AO, aga in  i n t e l l i g e n c e  i n d i c a t e d  t h e  
48th had come back i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and w a s  a g a i n  
occupied.  Colonel  BARKER f e l t  aga in  it was neces sa ry ,  
and it posed a d e f i n i t e  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  and province  
h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  t h a t  we should  go down t h e r e  aga in .  

This  t i m e  w e  used A/3/1, and w e  g o t  t h e  whole 
p l a toon  of t h e  c a v a l r y  squadron t h a t  belonged t o  t h e  1 1 t h  
Brigade.  This  w a s  some n i n e  o r  t e n  armored pe r sonne l  c a r r i e r s .  
One personne l  c a r r i e r  had a 4.2 mor ta r  mounted on it t o  g i v e  
a d d i t i o n a l  f i r e  power. Our g e n e r a l  p l a n  h e r e  w a s  t o  l o c a t e  
~ / 3 / 1  somewhere i n  t h i s  gene ra l  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  n e a r  My 
Dien ( 2 ) ,  i f  I can remember, somewhere i n  t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
They were t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  t h e  a t t a c k  and move ac ros s  t h i s  
a r e a  e a s t  toward My Lai  ( 4 )  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . The A P C ' s ,  a t  a 
s p e c i f i c  t i m e ,  would come sou th  of  a road and n o r t h  of  H i l l  
85 and t r y  and cut it o f f  and sweep i n .  I n  o t h e r  words a 
s o r t  of movement t h i s  way, ( g e s t e r i n g )  and a s  t hey  g o t  t o  
moving t h e  APC's would g e t  around t o  t h e  r e a r  and t r y  t o  
set  up b lock ing  p o s i t i o n s  as they  swept i n t o  them. 

~ / 3 / 1  aga in  made heavy c o n t a c t  i n  t h e  My L a i  
a rea .  The company commander w a s  wounded around 11 o ' c lock  
t h a t  day. He r ece ived  a shou lde r  wound, we though t ,  b u t  
he  s a i d  t h a t  he would s t a y  t h e r e  u n t i l  t h a t  a f t e r n o o n  be-
cause of t h e  heavy c o n t a c t .  H e  d i d  no t  want t o  t u r n  h i s  
p l a toon  over  t o  one o f  t h e  younger p l a toon  l e a d e r s .  

COL PRALUKLIN: Turn h i s  company--

A. (1nterposi .ny) Turning h i s  company over  t o  one 
of  t h e  younger p l a toon  l e a d e r s .  He s t a y e d  o u t  t h e r e .  And 
they  made heavy c o n t a c t  a l l  day. He w a s  evacua ted  l a t e r  
t h a t  a f t e rnoon  w i t h  a wound. The round went through h i s  
r i g h t  shoulder  and came o u t  t h e  middle of  h i s  back ,  and h e  
had a h o l e  about t h e  s i z e  of  a s m a l l  orange i n  h i s  back.  
H e  l a t e r  r ece ived  t h e  DSC f o r  t h i s :  s t a y i n g  wi th  h i s  u n i t .  

Again, t h e  APC's took heavy f i r e .  I looked a t  
some of them and they  were p r e t t y  rough when they  came o u t  
f ? r  .jm t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  P r e t t y  w e l l  s h o t  up. They toolc RPG, 
+ ' :  ..;I is a t y p e  of enemy weapon, RPG f i r e ,  . 50  c a l i b e r  f i r e - -

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  RPG f i r e  i s  l i k e  a bazooka. 

A. They took some 75  m i l l i m e t e r ,  o r  5 7  m i l l i m e t e r  
r e c o i l l e s s  f i r e  from t h a t  a r e a ,  and it w a s ,  g e n e r a l l y ,  a 
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r e a l  f i g h t  from about 0 9 0 0  u n t i l  1800 i n  t h e  a f t e r -  
noon. I r e c a l l  t h a t  one of t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r s  , o r  t h e  p l a -  
toon  l e a d e r ,  of  t h e  cav p l a toon  c a l l e d  me ove r  t h e  r a d i o  and,  
of c o u r s e ,  you know they  wear a d i f f e r e n t  t ype  of  r a d i o  s o  
t h a t  t hey  can c l i c k  it down and l eave  it on and t a l k .  He 
s a i d ,  "I go t  t h a t  damn mortar  t h a t ' s  been h u r t i n g  us s o  bad. 
I t ' s  l a y i n g  o u t  i n  t h e  middle of  a r i c e  paddy. W e  s a w  them 
running a c r o s s  t h e  f i e l d  and we were a b l e  t o  g e t  them. Wait 
a  minute ."  And he l e f t  h i s  microphone open and he s a i d ,  
"We're be ing  h i t  aga in  from our  l e f t  f l a n k .  I a m  r e t u r n i n g  
t h e  f i r e .  " I hea rd  him scream o v e r  t h e  r a d i o ,  " G e t  t h a t  
mor t a r ,  g e t  t h a t  mortar .  " And t h e n  he s a i d ,  "We don ' t  have 
t h e  mortar .  Two women jumped up and took  t h a t  mor ta r  up and 
jumped i n  a t u n n e l  somewhere and we c a n ' t  f i n d  them." 

I ' m  .only b r i n g i n g  t h i s  o u t  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  
t h e  women, w e  f e e l ,  the women were i nvo lved ,  and,  we saw 
them- invo lved  by be ing  armed and by p i c k i n g  up t h i s  mor ta r .  

This  company, C/3/1, w a s  again--

MR WALSH : (interposing) Alpha. 

A. ~ / 3 / 1  was aga in  p r e t t y  w e l l  h i t ,  I b e l i e v e .  
Somewhere b e t w z e ~ ~  25 and 40  t o t a l  c a s u a l t i e s  were taken  i n  
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  as w e l l .  

A. Did t h i s  happen a t  e x a c t l y  t h e  s a m e  s p o t ?  

A. I c a n ' t  t e l l  you. I ' m  s o r r y .  I ' m  t a l k i n g  
i n  g e n e r a l  a r e a s .  The g e n e r a l  a r e a  i s  t h e  same, b u t  I c a n ' t  
s ay  i f  it w a s  e x a c t l y  t h e  same s p o t .  I d o n ' t  know. 

COL FRANKLIN: Now, Alpha Company and t h e  t r a c k s  had t h i s  
f i g h t ,  and most of  t h e  f i g h t i n g  w a s  done i n  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  Is 
t h i s  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  My Lai  ( 4 )  and My Lai  ( 5 ) , r i g h t  h e r e  
i n  t h i s  a r e a  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

MR MACCRATE: Where i s  My Lai  (5) on t h e  map? 

A. These two p l a c e s  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) . They a r e  about 
1,000 yards  a p a r t ,  t h e s e  two p l a c e s  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) . 
MR WALSH: Is t h i s  t h e  l a r g e s t  s c a l e  map used a t  t h e  t ime? 
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A. No, s i r ,  we ope ra t ed  o f f  t h i s  map h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g  a 1:50,000 map) . Thi s  i s  t h e  t y p e  map w e  
ope ra t ed  from. 

W e  p u l l e d  t h e  company commander o u t  and had 
t o  move t h e  t r a c k s  back again  t o  secure  t h e  b r i d g e s .  They 
brought  one of t h e  p l a t o o n s ,  A/3/1. B / 4 / 3  had been i n  
b lock ing  p o s i t i o n s  much t h e  same a s  C h a r l i e  Company had 
on t h e  prev ious  o p e r a t i o n .  Well ,  we had one of t h e  p l a t o o n s  
of Bravo move back t o  Upt igh t  t o  secu re  it and t h e  a r t i l l e r y .  
Colonel  BARKER o rde red  Captain  MICHLES, and t h e  remainder of 
h i s  company a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  t o  marry up wi th  t h e  o t h e r  two 
p l a toons  of  A/3/1. W e  l e f t  s e v e r a l  t r a c k s  down t h e r e  t o  move 
i n ,  l i n k  up wi th  him, and go i n t o  a n i g h t  de fens ive  p o s i t i o n  
t h a t  n i g h t ,  and t o  cont inue  t h e  s ea rch  f o r  t h e  people  t h e  
nex t  day. 

So t h e  nex t  day t h e  enemy con tac t  was l o s t  and 
w e  a g a i n ,  a f t e r  s e a r c h i n g  t h e  a r e a ,  aga in  r e tu rned  i n t o  
o u r  a r e a  of o p e r a t i o n s .  

MR NACCRATE: Captain  MICHLES w a s  wi th  B/4/3? 

J u s t  p r i o r  t o  our  opera t ion- -our  t h i r d  o p e r a t i o n  
on My Lai  ( 4 )  , t hey  aga in ,  based on i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  determined,  
w e  f e l t ,  t h a t  t h e  48 th  Main Force B a t t a l i o n  was a g a i n  back 
i n  t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  And having had s o  much t r o u b l e  
b e f o r e  g e t t i n g  a c r o s s  t h i s  open,  t h e s e  open r i c e  paddies  
and around t h i s  a r e a  of My La i  ( 4 ) ,  Colonel  BARKER dec ided  
he wanted t o  l a n d  a s  c l o s e  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  o r  g e t  as c l o s e  
t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  as f a s t  as he p o s s i b l y  could ,  t o  t a k e  
advantage of s u r p r i s e  and s o  f o r t h .  So he de~z ided  on a 
h e l i b o r n e  o p e r a t i o n .  Genera l ly ,  he  w a s  t h i n k i n g  of  l and ing  
n e a r  My Lai  ( 4 )  wi th  a r i f l e  company, t y i n g  up t h i s  o u t p o s t  
o r  s e c u r i t y  l i n e  t h a t  they  had,  and t h e n  t a k i n g  ano the r  
company and l and ing  i n  behind f o r  a r e a l  f a s t  advance i n t o  
t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  proper  t o  s e e  i f  we could c a t c h  t h e  
headqua r t e r s  b e f o r e  it moved a s  had happened i n  o t h e r  
o p e r a t i o n s .  We'd h i t ,  t hey  would ho ld  us t h e r e  f o r  a day,  
:~dundcr cover  of  darlcnes s t h e  b a t t a l i o n  headqua r t e r s  


i six)ve o u t . 

Q . What w a s  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  your assumption t h a t  t h e  
headquar te rs  had moved back t o  P i n k v i l l e ?  
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A. I n t e l l i g e n c e ,  s i r .  I n t e l l i g e n c e .  Not a c t u a l l y  
back i n t o  t h e  P i n k v i l l e ,  t h i s  w a s  o u r  own deduc t ion ,  t h a t  
t h i s  i s  where t h e i r  headqua r t e r s  was. And based on i n t e l l i -
gence we r ece ived  aga in  from t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  t h e  p rov ince ,  
from t h e  11 th  Br igade ,  and from what we had p i cked  up from 
people  i n  t h i s  a r e a  g i v i n g  us in format ion .  So on t h e  morning 
of t h e  15 th- -a l so ,  he had t o  dec ide  whether  h e  was going t o  
l and  t h a t  c l o s e  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  wi thou t  p u t t i n g  a p r e p  on t h e  
wes te rn  p a r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  I f  h e  landed  i n  t h e r e ,  h e  
f e l t ,  and I ' m  now having t o  speak f o r  him and t h i s  i s ,  I ' m  
s u r e ,  what he  t hough t ,  i f  he landed , t h e r e  knowing, we had 
a l r e a d y  been down t h e r e ,  t h a t  t h e y  had some 57  r e c o i l l e s s  
weapons, knowino they  had R P G 1 s ,  and knowing t h a t  t h e y  had 
.50 c a l i b e r  machineguns, and au tomat ic  weapons, i f  he  landed 
i n  t h e r e  w i th  n i n e  o r  twelve h e l i c o p t e r s  w i t h i n  t h e  d i s t a n c e  
cou ld  be f i r e d  on,  t h a t  he might l o s e  h e l i c o p t e r s  and Ameri-
cans  as they  came down. Of cou r se ,  t h e  most v u l n e r a b l e  t ime  
i s  coming down wi th  t h e  f i r s t  l a n d i n g ,  you have no th ing  t h e r e ,  
no t r o o p s  on t h e  ground, and t h e  choppers a r e  slow and they  
a r e  s i t t i n g  down l i k e  ducks on t h e  w a t e r .  O r  h e  could p u t  
t h e  f i r e  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  and,  I ' m  s u r e ,  r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  some 
c i v i l i a n s  might be  h u r t .  There i s  a d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  
s a c r i f i c e  of American t r o o p s  m d  t h e  s a c r i f i c e  o f  some c i v i l i a n s  
i n  t h i s  a r e a .  

Colonel  BARKER dec ided  t o  p u t  a p r e p  i n t o  t h i s  
a r e a  b u t  on ly  a 3 t o  5 minute p rep  which i s  n o t  a very long  
prep.  I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you t h e  number of rounds t h a t  a c t u a l l y  
were f i r e d .  They were f i r e d  from Upt igh t .  

A b r i e f  concept  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was g iven  a t  
LZ Dot t ie--

COL FRANKLIN: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Excuse me. W e  are going t o  have 
t o  f i n i s h  up h e r e .  This  o p e r a t i o n  is  covered i n  p rev ious  
tes t imony wh.ich he gave y e s t e r d a y .  Th i s  i s  about  where he  
began yes t e rday .  

A. y e s ,  s i r .  

Q I would l i k e  t o  ask j u s t  a few q u e s t i o n s .  
Then we w i l l  knock t h i s  o f f  i n  5 minutes .  

These two a c t i o n s  you d e s c r i b e d ,  were t hey  t h e  
major a c t i o n s  of Task Force Barker  wh i l e  you were t h e r e ?  
Were t h e s e  t h e  major b a t t l e s  you fought?  

A. Yes, s i r .  
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Q. Is it c o r r e c t  t o  say t h a t  C h a r l i e  Company d i d  
n o t  p lay  a major r o l e  i n  e i t h e r  one o f  t h e s e  a c t i o n s ?  

A .  No, t hey  d i d  n o t ,  sir.  They played a s u p p o r t i n g ,  
b lock ing  r o l e  wh i l e  t h e y  were i n  t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q. The newspaper accounts  which I have r ead  gave
t h e  impress ion  t h a t  C h a r l i e  Company had been i n  t h e s e  
a r e a s  and had t aken  c a s u a l i t i e s  and had s o r t  o f  a grudge 
t o  s e t t l e  w i t h  them, t h e s e  p a r t i c u l a r  people  i n  t h e  Pink-
vil le/My Lai  ( 4 )  a r e a .  Is t h a t  a t r u e  o r  f a l s e  s t a t emen t?  

A. S i r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of  my a b i l i t y ,  I d o n ' t  
remember C h a r l i e  Company g e t t i n g  down a s  f a r  as  My Lai  ( 4 )  
p r i o r  t o  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q But you--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  On t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  S i r ,  t h e y  
had been,  maybe, a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r ,  bu t  n o t  as  f a r  sou th  a s  
My La i  ( 4 ) .  That  i s  t o  t h e  b e s t  of  my knowledge, s ir .  

Q. Now t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  t h a t  C h a r l i e  company had 
t aken ,  t h e y  w e r e  t aken  n o r t h  of  t h e  r i v e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  o r  a long  t h e  r i v e r .  They o p e r a t e d  
i n  t h i s  a r e a  down a long  t h e  r i v e r  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and a c r o s s  
t h e  r i v e r .  Not very f a r  a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r ,  b u t  a long  t h i s  
r i v e r .  

Q IS it t r u e  t o  s a y ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  any in fo rma t ion  
that C h a r l i e  had about  t h e  a r e a ,  how d i f f i c u l t  it w a s ,  how 
tough it was, t h e  VC, t h i s  i s  t h e  in format ion  would be  g iven  
to  them by o t h e r  s o l d i e r s  i n  t h e  b a t t a l i o n ,  b u t  no r e a l  per -
s o n a l  knowledge then?  

A. No, t h a t  s r i g h t ,  sir.  I ' m  s u r e  t h i s  is' t r u e .  
B/4 /3  and ~ / 3 / 1had been down t h e r e  twice  and r e a l l y  been 
i n t o  it t w i c e  down t h e r e .  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  when they  saw 
people  from ~ / 1 / 2 0 ,  t hey  t a l k e d  a g r e a t  d e a l  about  My L a i  
and t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r ea .  

P C. " 'i.?.CCRATE: When would t h e  companies i n  r e g u l a r  course  
back t o g e t h e r  aga in?  

A.  A s  you r e p l a c e  a company h e r e ,  t h e  o t h e r  
company would n o t  l eave  u n t i l  t h e  company commanders d i s -
cussed t h e  s e c u r i t y  and tu rned  over  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  w i th  
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t h e  change of p o s i t i o n s .  The comp.any t h a t  w a s  t h e r e  would 
no t  l eave  u n t i l  t h a t  company came, any p e r t i n e n t  in format ion  
d i scussed .  The same way a t  LZ Upt igh t .  Companies would s e e  
each  o t h e r ,  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  f o r  a long p e r i o d  of  t i m e ,  b u t  
long enough f o r  company commanders t o  walk t h e  p e r i m e t e r ,  
show how t h e y  emplaced t%eirg m s ,  so on and s o  f o r t h ,  s i r .  
And t h i s  was done over  and over .  

cOL FRANKLIN:  A f i n a l  ' ques t ion  h e r e  f o r  t h i s  p a r t ,  Major 
CALHOUN. Did you correspond a l o t  w i th  M r s .  BARKER? Have 
you seen  h e r  s i n c e  you go t  back? What a r e  your  r e l a t i o n s  
wi th  M r s .  BARKER? 

A. S i r ,  I have no t  corresponded wi th  M r s .  BARKER. 
When Colonel  BARKER was k i l l e d ,  my wi fe  had remained i n  
Hawaii as d i d  s e v e r a l  of t h e  b r igade  wives .  M r s .  BARKER w a s  
t h e r e .  My wi fe  t r i e d  t o  h e l p  h e r  as  much a s  p o s s i b l e .  We 
have h e a r d  n o t  a whole l o t ,  s e v e r a l  t i m e s ,  once o r  t w i c e ,  
maybe, my wi fe  has  w r i t t e n .  Back i n  September when t h e  
new l i e u t e n a n t  c o l o n e l ' s  l i s t  came o u t  and I was on t h i s  l i s t ,  
she c a l l e d  m e  and c o n g r a t u l a t e d  me. I was n o t  home. She 
t a l k e d  t o  my w i f e .  Then on Monday nigh,: of  t h i s  week, she  
c a l l e d  m e  and t o l d  RE about a t a p e  t h a t  Colonel  BARKER had,  
which I have made known t o  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q Did you correspond w i t h  h e r  concerning t h e  cir-
cumstances of h e r  husband 's  dea th?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q. You d i d  no t  do t h a t ?  

A. Nc, s ir ,  I was n o t  t h e r e  a t  t h e  t i m e .  I was 
up a t  t h e  196th Brigade.  I might p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  Colonel  
BARKER w a s  k i l l e d  genera l ly ' ,  n o t  i n  t h e  same a r e a ,  b u t  from 
my awn knowledge of  i t ,  nobody has  e v e r  t o l d  me, t h i s  is  
what I have h e a r d ,  t h a t  t hey  w e r e  i n  t h i s  g e n e r a l  a r e a  he re  
( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  He w a s  over looking  an o p e r a t i o n  o r  something 

when t h e  FAC, forward a i r  c o n t r o l l e r ,  i n  ano the r  f i x e d  wing 
p l ane  was s h o t  down and h i s  p l a n e ,  t h e  f i x e d  wing,  f e l l  
i n t o  t h e ,  o r  on to ,  t h e  chopper and a l l  t h e  people  i n  it were 
k i l l e d .  Captain  MICHLES, a l s o  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  
du r ing  t h i s  whole o p e r a t i o n ,  was on t h a t .  

COL F R W K L I N :  Captain  MICHLES w a s  k i l l e d ,  t o o ?  

MR MACCRATE: Capkain MICHLES was wi th  Colonel  BARKER a t  
that t ime? 
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A. Y e s ,  s i r .  H e  was t h e  S2 a t  t h a t  t i m e .  H e  had 
been p u l l e d  o u t  of t h e  f i e l d  a s  a company commander and 
made an 52 ,  which i s  g e n e r a l l y  t h e  p r a c t i c e  ove r  t h e r e .  
When a company commander had been i n  t h e  f i e l d  6 o r  7 
months, t h e y  normally p u t  ano the r  man o u t  t h e r e  and b r i n g  
him back f o r  a s t a f f  job ,  o r  j u s t  exchange p l a c e s .  I f  t h e  
S2 i s  a c a p t a i n  and h a s n ' t  had a company command, t h e n  you 
could  swap p l a c e s .  

COL FRANKLIN: G e t t i n g  back t o  M r s .  BARKER. Colonel  BARKER 
s e n t  h e r  a t a p e .  Would you have any i d e a  i f  Colonel  BARKER 
was t h e  k ind  t h a t  would w r i t e  i n  d e t a i l  about t h e  combat o r  
was he  one of t h e s e  guys t h a t  would never  say  anyth ing?  Do 
you have any knowledge of  t h i s ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  I t h i n k  probably he  w a s  
more of t h e  t y p e  t o  w r i t e  q u i t e  a b i t  t o  h i s  w i f e .  I d o n ' t  
know what. I ' v e  never  seen  any of h i s  l e t t e r s  o r  d i s c u s s e d  
w i t h  him what he  wro te  t o  h i s  w i f e .  But h e  wro te  q u i t e  a 
b i t .  I n  f a c t ,  h e  wrote  s o  much t h a t  my wife  g o t  a l i t t l e  
d i s g u s t e d  because I w a s  working h a r d  and w r i t i n g  once every 
6  weeks. 

Q So Mrs.BARKER, he  might have w r i t t e n  h e r  p e r s o n a l
l e t t e r s ?  This  i s  r ea sonab le  t o  assume t h a t  h e  might have 
w r i t t e n  h e r  l e t t e r s  t h e n  concerning h i s  comments, s e n t i m e n t s ,  
and f e e l i n g s  concerning t h e  16  March a c t i o n ?  

24.. ~ o s s i b l y ,sir. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. H e  d i d  send h e r  a t a p e ,  though,  on t h a t  a c t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q To your  knowledge. 

A. Yes, sir. 

COL FKWTKLIN: S i r ,  I propose that we adjourn t h i s  r i g h t  now. 
We have other people  coming i n  h e r e  a t  10 o ' c l o c k ,  and 
then r e c a l l  Major CALHOUN t o  cont inue  any q u e s t i o n s  you may 
have. 

\rT' ' l iCCRATE: Th i s  would be  very h e l p f u l  t o  have Major 
,li,llOUN a v a i l a b l e ,  b u t  I am very r e l u c t a n t  t o  ask q u e s t i o n s  
that have a l r e a d y  been covered i n  h i s  p rev ious  d e s c r i p t i o n  t o  
t h e  pane l  b e f o r e  we jo ined  wi th  you yes t e rday .  
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COL FRANKLIN: Okay, well, I suggest t h a t  we j u s t  yo ahead. 
You can read t h a t  testimony and Major CALHOUN will be 
ava i lab le .  W e  can c a l l  him l a t e r .  

This hearing i s  recessed. 

(The hearing recessed a t  0 9 4 6  h o u r s ,  6 December 
1969 . )  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1705 hour s ,  10 ,  
December 1969)  

I0: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  named persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH , COL MILLER, COL WILSON, COL 
FRANKLIN, and MAJ LYNN. 

The n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  be ing  r e c a l l e d ,  Major Char les  
C. CALHOUN. 

A. Major CALHOUN r e p o r t i n g ,  s i r .  

I0: Have a s e a t .  

RCDR : Major CALHOUN, you a r e  reminded t h a t  you remain 
under o a t h  t o  . t h i s  i nqu i ry .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

I0 : Major CALHOUN, s i n c e  w e  have t a l k e d  t o  you, w e  
have t a l k e d  t o  some o t h e r  peop le ,  and we have some a d d i t i o n a l  
i n fo rma t ion  which we would l i k e  t o  fo l low through w i t h  you 
t o  s e e  i f  some of t h i s  might a s s i s t  i n  r e f r e s h i n g  
your  memory about  some of t h e  even t s  t h a t  took p l a c e .  I ' m  
s u r e  you unders tand  t h a t  w e  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  t h e  
scene  t h a t  took p l a c e  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  TOC be fo re  and,  par-
t i c u l a r l y ,  d u r i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  Also,  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  p o s s i b l e ,  
t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  what took  p l a c e  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i t s e l f .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q And w e  f e l t  it would be adv i sab le  f o r  us t o  c a l l  
you back and d i s c u s s  m a t t e r s  f u r t h e r  w i th  you. One p o i n t  w e  
a r e  very i n t e r e s t e d  i n  has  t o  do wi th  t h e  b r i e f i n g  which w a s  
~ i v e nt h e  company commanders on t h e  a f t e rnoon  o f  t h e  1 5 t h .  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q Would you p l e a s e  aga in  r e c a l l  who was p r e s e n t
-'-,':.ng t h e s e  b r i e f i n g s ?  

A. S i r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my memory, I thought  t h a t  t h e  
company commanders of t h e  r i f l e  companies t h a t  were par-
t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  were a t  t h a t  b r i e f i n g  and a l s o  
t h e  a r t i l l e r y  b a t t e r y  commander w a s  t h e r e .  
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Q And h i s  name was? 

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. Capta in ,GAMBLJ? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  Captain GAMBLE, r i g h t ,  s ir .  Then,. of 
course,  . l i k e  I s a i d ,  a f t e r  t h i s  b r i e f i n g ,  t h e  way I remember 
it i s  t h a t  Colonle BARKER then took t h e s e  people i n  a h e l i -
copter  and flew over t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a rea .  

Q A t  t h a t  t ime,  who w a s  commanding A/3/1? 

A. Captain RIGGS . 
Q R I G G S  , R-I-G-G-S ? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  h i s  f i r s t  name? 

A. N o ,  s i r ,  I don ' t .  S i r ,  I might l i k e  t o  s a y ,  a s  
I s a i d  t h e  o t h e r  day, I wasn ' t  su re  i n  my o t h e r  tes t imony,  
I was n o t  s u r e  whether he was t h e r e  o r  n o t  o r  whether h e  
went on t h e  a c t u a l  o v e r f l i g h t  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  s i n c e  
he was going i n t o  blocking p o s i t i o n  up t o  t h e  n o r t h  of t h e  
r i v e r .  

Q He was t o  move from h i s  l o c a t i o n ,  which I be-
l i e v e  was up a t  Uptight ,  by what means t o  gea t  t o  h i s  blocking 
p o s i t i o n ?  

A. Over ground, s i r ,  by f o o t .  

Q. Were any of t h e  E l igh t  l e a d e r s  from t h e  a s s a u l t  
h e l i c o p t e r  u n i t s  o r  aero-scout u n i t s  p resen t  during t h i s  
b r i e f i n g ?  

A .  S i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember. A s  I t o l d  you, normally 
we had them a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g s  when we b r i e f e d  on an opera t ion  
o r  had them i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  I am s o r r y ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remem-
b e r  whether they were t h e r e  o r  n o t .  Normally, we had them. 
I w i l l  say t h a t ,  s ir .  Normally, we had them. Let  me back 
up by saying,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  know whether I--normally I d o n ' t  
know whether actual--our l i f t  s h i p s ,  t h e  people who usual ly  
were b r i e f e d  i n  t h e  morning p r i o r  t o  t h e  opera t ion  on t h a t .  
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I'm no t  s u r e  whether t hey  were t h e r e  on t h i s  o r  n o t  o r  
whether t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  from t h e  aero-scout  company--I'm 
not  s u r e  whether t hey  were t h e r e .  They could have been,  s i r ,  
and I d o n ' t  remember. I ' m  s o r r y .  

Q What w a s  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  l i f t  a g a i n ,  o f  t h e  s l i c k s ?  

A. S i r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of  my memory, I though t  it was 
between n i n e  and t e n  h e l i c o p t e r s .  

Q With accompanying guns? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Now, when you have a l i f t  of t h i s  s i z e  and it 
i s  going i n t o  what might be  suspec t ed  t o  be a h o t  L Z ,  would 
t h i s  n o t  t a k e  q u i t e  a b i t  o f  p rep lanning  on t h e  p a r t  of  t h e  
f l i g h t  l e a d e r  w i t h  t h e  ground commander? 

A. Normally, it does ,  y e s ,  s i r .  But I am s o r r y ,  s i r ,  
I--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Do you know who t h e  f l i g h t  l e a d e r  
was f o r  t h e  l i f t  i n  t h e  morning? 

A .  N o ,  s i r .  I t h i n k  it w a s  a l e a d e r ,  a man, an ' 

a v i a t o r ,  from t h e  Duc Pho. I donst r e c a l l  t h a t  company down 
t h e r e  b u t  we c a l l  them t h e  Dolphins. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  Major G I B S O N  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  
o r  d u r i n g  t h e  course  of the operat ion-- the  a i r  a s s a u l t ?  

A. No, sir.  I d o n b t  remember. H e  may have been 
t h e r e ,  s i r .  H e  may have been there. I am n o t  s u r e ,  s i r .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  Major WATKE p r e s e n t  du r ing
t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  s i r .  I saw Major WATKE q u i t e  a b i t  
day i n  and day o u t ,  because h.e w a s  s t a t i o n e d  r i g h t  t h e r e .  
I ' m  s o r r y .  I d o n b t  remember. 

Q. Did your S2, Captain  KOTOUC, g i v e  an i n t e l l i g e n c e .  
b r i e f i n g ?  

A, A s  I s a i d  b e f o r e ,  normal ly ,  we d i d .  H e r e  a g a i n ,  
I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  wheth.er he d i d  o r  n o t .  I would say  I t h i n k  
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he  gave an S2 b r i e f i n g ,  b u t  t o  t e l l  you,  y e s ,  h e  d i d ,  s i r ,  
I c o u l d n ' t  s a y ,  y e s ,  he gave it. Y e s ,  I t h i n k  he  gave i t ,  
sir .  

Q Was t h e r e  anyth ing  s a i d  d u r i n g  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e
b r i e f i n g  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  would have gone t o  
market du r ing  p r i o r  t o  the t ime of t h e  a i r  a s s a u l t ?  

A. I have been t h i n k i n g  of t h i s ,  about  t h i s  q u e s t i o n ,  
s ir ,  s i n c e  it w a s  asked me be fo re .  It seems t h a t  I r e c a l l  
something be ing  s a i d  on it. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  whether  it w a s  
o r  n o t ,  though. I cannot be  p e r f e c t l y  s u r e ,  s i r .  I t  seems 
I r e c a l l  something be ing  s a i d ,  t h a t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  -- t h a t  
w i th  t h e  t iming ,  t h a t  it would be  -- c i v i l i a n s  would be  
l e a v i n g  t h e  a r e a  going t o  market .  But h e r e  aga in  ,. I c a n ' t  
s a y ,  y e s ,  I hea rd  it. I t ' s  j u s t  t h a t  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q W e  unders tand your  p o s i t i o n  t r y i n g  t o  r e c a l l  
something a y e a r  a n d a  h a l f  ago. It would be  very  d i f f i c u l t  
t o  r e c a l l  it verbat im.  Do you r e c a l l  t h e  impress ion which 
he  gave you and gave t h e  commanders concerning t h e  s i z e  of  
t h e  enemy f o r c e  which might be  encounte red  i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  
hamlet  when they  landed? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  The impress ion  I g o t  w a s  
between 200 and 250-man f o r c e  i n  t h a t  g e n e r a l  a r e a  of  opera-
t i o n ,  t h e  48th  VC B a t t a l i o n ,  sir.  The e x a c t  number h e  s a i d  
i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  , no ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q Was t h e  impress ion such t h a t  when t h e s e  men p u t  
down, they  could  immediately expec t  t h e y  would be t aken  under 
f i r e .  

A. I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  what t h e  S2  s a i d ,  s i r .  But 
based on my p rev ious  tes t imony and based on t h e  f a c t  t h a t  we 
had been i n  t h a t  a r e a  tw ice  b e f o r e ,  I can assume t h a t  t h e  
people  thought  t h a t  they  would be  under f i r e  a s  soon as they  
g o t  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  

Q Coming back t o  Colonel  BARKER, who undoubtedly
i s s u e d  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i n s t r u c t i o n - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Yes, s i r .  

Q L e t  me r eph rase  t h a t .  What o p e r a t i o n a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
d i d  you i s s u e  t o  t h e  company commanders and s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  
t h e  company commander of C/1/20 ? 
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A. S i r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, t h e  on ly  t h i n g  
t h a t  I d i scussed  was t h e  gene ra l  concept  of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  
That C h a r l i e  Company would land  -- I b e l i e v e  they  c a l l  it 
one of  t h e  l a n d i n g  zones,  I d o n ' t  know whether  t hey  numbered 
them one o r  two o r  Alpha o r  Bravo -- would l a n d  i n  t h e r e  
and would go i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and check t h e  v i l l a g e  and t h e n  
move on through and l i n k  up w i t h  Bravo Company l a t e r  i n  t h e  
day and Bravo Company would go i n t o  t h e  o t h e r  l and ing  zone 
w i t h  C h a r l i e  Company going i n  f i r s t ,  s ir .  

Q - Did you. t e l l  them how they  were t o  go i n t o  t h a t  
v i l l a g e ,  i n t o  My L-ai ( 4 )  ? 

A. What n a t u r e  do you mean, s i r ?  

Q .  It i s  one t h i n g  t o  s a y ,  go i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ;  it 
is ano the r  t h i n g  t o  s ay  t o  r e a l l y  g e t  i n t o  t h a t  v i l l a g e  and 
r o o t  t h e s e  guys o u t  and push them o u t  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  
v i l l a g e  a s  q u i c k l y  as you can. 

A. Y e s ,  s k r ,  I may have s a i d  t h a t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q I d o n ' t  want t o  p u t  words i n  your  mouth. I f  you
d i d n ' t  s ay  tha t - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  S i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s a y i n g  t h a t .  I 
may have s a i d ,  s i r ,  because w e  were anxious f o r  o u r  u n i t s  t o  
t r y  t o  c l o s e  w i t h  t h e  enemy a s  f a s t  a s  p o s s i b l e .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  t h a t  Colonel  BARKER 
gave h i s  company commanders and s p e c i f i c a l l y  C/1/20 o r  t o  
B/4/3? 

A. No, s ir ,  I do no t .  Nothing s p e c i f i c a l l y .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  Colonel  BARKER b r i e f i n g  h i s  s t a f f  
and o t h e r  personne l  concerning t h e  t iming  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  s o  
t h a t  they  would be  l and ing  on t h e  f i r s t  a s s a u l t  a f t e r  t h e  
people  had l e f t  the v i l l a g e  o r  t h e  a r e a ?  

A. Like I s a i d ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  I t h i n k  I remember him 
doing t h a t .  I do n o t  remember f o r  s u r e ,  s i r .  

Q With r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  LZ,  would you aga in  s ta te  
where t h i s  LZ was l o c a t e d  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. S i r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, and a g a i n  a s  
I s a i d ,  working o f f  of a very sma l l  s c a l e  map, it w a s  t o  t h e  
west  of My L a i ,  and I thought  about 300 t o  500 meters  away 
from t h e  v i l l a g e .  
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Q. Where was t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p repara t ion  t o  be f i r e d ?  

A.  I understood, s i r ,  on t h e  western p a r t  of t h e  
v i l l a g e  and on t h e  LZ t o  t h e  west of t h e  v i l l a g e .  The west 
sec t ion  of t h e  v i l l a g e  i s  t h e  way I understood i t ,  s i r .  
Where t h e  a r t i l l e r y  was a c t u a l l y  f i r e d ,  I d o n ' t  know because 
I wasn ' t  t h e r e ,  s i r .  The way I understood it was t o  be 
planned, according t o  t h e  opera t ion ,  w a s  t o  t h e  west s i d e  of 
t h e  v i l l a g e  and on t h e  LZ i t s e l f .  

(Witness handed a copy of Exhib i t  P-1 which follow-
ing annota t ion  by MAJ CtALHOUN was e n t e r e d  i n t o  evidence a s  
Exhib i t  P-171. ) 

Q. Had we worked on this photo before?  

A.  No, sir. 

Q Well, l e t  me o r i e n t  you, 

(Witness was given a b r i e f  c r i e n t a t i o n  of  a e r i a l  
photograph of t h e  My Lai a r e a ,  Exhib i t  P-1.) 

Would you mark on t h i s  a e r i a l  photo (Exhibi t  P-1) , 
recognizing t h e  s c a l e  being about 1 inch equals  1 0 0  meters ,  
would you mark on t h i s  map about where you t h i n k  t h e  LZ was 
t o  be loca ted?  

A .  S i r ,  I thought th.e LZ was t o  be l o c a t e d  between 
t h e  v i l l a g e  and t h e  i n t e r m i t t e n t  s t ream, o r  whatever it i s '  
c a l l e d ;  and t h e  exac t  l o c a t i o n  is  somewhere i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  s ir .  

Q. J u s t  say genera l  a rea .  We a r e  no t  t r y i n g  t o  p i n  
you down. J u s t  pu t  an X and mark "general  a r e a  of t h e  LZ." 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s ir:  

Q L e t  t h e  record s t a t e  t h a t  Major CALHOUN i s  marking
( w h a t  he cons iders  the general  a rea  of t h e  LZ and n o t  t h e  

s p e c i f i c  s i t e  of t h e  LZ. Would you a l s o  i n d i c a t e  where you 
t h i n k  the a r t i l l e r y  prep w a s  t o  be f i r e d ,  by a c i r c l e  o r  
whatever means you would l i k e ?  

[The witness  marked t h e  a r e a . )  

Would you so  i d e n t i f y  it on t h e  map? 

A .  The genera l  a r e a  of t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p rep ,  s i r ?  

95  

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-6 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q A r t i l l e r y  prep  would be  s a t i s f a c t o r y .  

(The wi tnes s  marked t h e  a r e a . )  

Would you i n d i c a t e ,  a g a i n ,  who were i n  t h e  h e l i -
c o p t e r  w i t h  Colonel BARKER when he made t h e  a e r i a l  recon-
na i s sance  of t h e  a rea?  

A. Sir, t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  my a b i l i t y ,  I am s u r e  t h a t ,  
I f e e l  reasonably  s u r e  t h a t ,  t h e  company commander of  C/1/20; 
company commander of B / 4 / 3 ;  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  b a t t e r y  commander,, 
I f e e l  reasonably  sure ; .  and t h o s e  a r e  t h e  on ly  ones I can 
remember, o t h e r  than  h i s  r ad io t e l ephone  o p e r a t o r  normally 
f lew wi th  him. I d o n ' t  remember t h i s  man's name. 

Q, Did he inform you of any a d d i t i o n a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
he i s s u e d  i n  t h e  a i r c r a f t  t o  h i s  commanders? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. When the commanders were be ing  b r i e f e d  a t  LZ 
D o t t i e  by t h e  S 2 ,  by y o u r s e l f ,  and by Colonel BARKER, would 
you r e p e a t  your i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  what w a s  s a i d  concerning t h e  
d e s t r u c t i o n  of the bunkers ,  the hootches ,  k i l l i n g  of  l i v e -
s t o c k ,  o r  anyth ing  of  t h i s  g e n e r a l  n a t u r e ?  
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A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  p u t  o u t  by 
t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  commander issuing--he i s s u i n g  any i n s t r u c -
t i o n s .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any about burn ing  o r  k i l l i n g  c i v i l i a n s .  

Q I d i d n ' t  say  c i v i l i a n s .  I f  I d i d  say c i v i l i a n s ,  
I w i l l  restate it. Anything about t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of  t h e  
bunkers ,  t h e  burn ing  of  t h e  hoo tches ,  and t h e  k i l l i n g  of  l i v e -
s tock?  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  on t h a t .  
There may have been some i n s t r u c t i o n s  on t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  
t u n n e l s  and bunkers and t h i n g s  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e ,  b u t  I don 't 
r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  

Q Was t h e r e  anyth ing  s a i d  'which would have given you 
t h e  impress ion t h e y  wanted t o  completely n e u t r a l i z e  t h i s  a r e a ?  

A. Not t h a t  I can remember, s i r ,  t h a t  I can remember 
anything s a i d  about  t h a t .  

Q How long  b e f o r e  th is  o p e r a t i o n  was i n i t i a t e d  on 
t h e  16 th  had you r e t u r n e d  from your  TDY? 

A. T h a t ' s  a p o i n t  t h a t  I have been t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  
of s i n c e  I was i n  b e f o r e ,  s i r ,  and I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I t  seems 
l i k e  it was a couple  of days .  I ' m  no t  s u r e ,  s ir .  I c a n ' t  
g ive  you an e x a c t  answer on t h a t ,  s i r .  

Q Would you aga in  s t a t e  what your i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  t h e  
requirement  i s  f o r  c l e a r a n c e  of  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ?  

A.  S i r ,  whenever we were o p e r a t i n g  i n  an area, i n  
our  own area which was--and w e  r ece ived  f i r e  from the 
v i l l a g e ,  normally w e  would r e t u r n  f i r e .  I f  w e  wanted t o  p u t  
f i r e  i n t o  an a r e a  which might be  suspec ted  c i v i l i a n s  i n  it, 
we, of cou r se ,  c l e a r e d  it. The way I unders tood,  it w a s  
c l e a r e d ,  it went up--this w a s  a l l  done,  of cou r se ,  through ar-
t i l l e r y  channels--go up through d i v i s i o n  a r t i l l e r y  and back 
down t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  o r  p rov ince  we were o p e r a t i n g  i n  b e f o r e  
f i r e  could be  p u t  i n t o  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a ,  s i r .  

But it would go c l e a r  t o  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. No, s i r .  I n  some cases it d i d n ' t .  I ' l l  back up,  
t h e r e  w a s  an a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  team o r  s e r g e a n t ,  I d o n ' t  
know what it was--down a t  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  t h a t  w a s  c a l l e d  
from t i m e  t o  t i m e  t o  g e t  c l ea rance  f o r  f i r e ,  s ir .  
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Q. Who normally c l e a r e d  t h o s e  from your headqua r t e r s
and from t h e  a r t i l l e r y  b a t t a l i o n  o r  b a t t e r y ?  

A. A r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  t h a t  w a s  l o c a t e d  wi th  us 
a t  D o t t i e ,  s ir .  

Q What w a s  t h e  name of your ALO? 

A .  I c a n ' t  remernber--art i l lery capta in--Spanish.  

Q VAZ QUE Z? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir.  VAZQUEZ, Captain  VAZQUEZ. 

Q T h i s  a r t i l l e r y  p rep  t h a t  you have o u t l i n e d  h e r e ,  
would it have been normal i f  t h a t  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p  would have 
been checked w i t h  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ?  

A. S i r ,  as f a r  as  I know, I was under t h e  assumption 
t h a t  it would have been checked wi th  them, yes  s i r .  To t h e  
b e s t  of  my a b i l i t y ,  I thought it would. I d o n ' t  know. 

0.  W e l l ,  ano the r  way t o  say t h a t  would be t h a t  normal-
l y  you would have checked it o u t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. The way I unders tand  it, y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Would you r e p e a t  t h e  c i rcumstances  under which you
r e l a y e d  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  t o  Captain  MEDINA concerning burn ing  
and l e t ' s  say t h e  k i l l i n g  o r  shoo t ing  of noncombatants? 

A.  I rece ived  a c a l l .  To t h e  b e s t  of my a b i l i t y ,  I 
r ece ived  a ca l l  from Colonel BARKER wh i l e  I was f l y i n g  i n  t h e  
chopper,  i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  going down t o  t h e  a r e a  t o  c o n t a c t  
Captain  MEDINA and t o  make s u r e  t h a t  he  had c o n t r o l  o f  h i s  
u n i t .  Make s u r e  t h a t  no c i v i l i a n s  were be ing  h u r t  unnecessar i -
l y  and t h a t  t h e r e  would be no burn ing  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  And I 
c a l l e d  Captain  MEDINA and t o l d  him t h a t  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  commander, 
o r  whatever h i s  c a l l  s i g n  was, d e s i r e d  t h a t  he  i n s u r e  t h a t  no 
burn ing  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  be done and t h a t  no c i v i l i a n s - - t a k e  a l l  
p r e c a u t i o n s  t o  p r o t e c t  any c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  s ir .  I d o n ' t  
know whether it w a s  t h e  exac t  words, b u t  t h i s  i s  what b a s i c a l l y  
it was. 

Q Did h e  r e c e i v e  your r a d i o  t r ansmis s ion?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 
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Q How do you know? 

A. . Well,  h e r e  a g a i n ,  I ' m  no t  s u r e  t h a t  he  a c t u a l l y  
hea rd  it. To t h e  b e s t  of my memory, he  gave me an a f f i r m a t i v e  
of t h a t  t r a n s m i s s i o n ,  s ir .  Gave m e  a f f i r m a t i v e  on t h e  r a d i o  
back t o  m e ,  sir. 

Q At what t i m e  of day was t h a t ?  

A. Here aga in ,  a s  I s a i d  b e f o r e ,  I though t  i t  w a s  mid-
morning, 1 0  t o  1 2  o ' c l o c k ,  somewhere i n  t h a t  a r e a .  I may b e ,  
h e r e  aga in ,  mis taken.  

Q I unders tand  t h a t  i n s t r u c t i o n s  had been i s s u e d  
l a t e  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n ,  o r  sometime i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n ,  t o  Cap-
t a i n  MEDINA t o  have C h a r l i e  Company r e t u r n  t o  My La i  ( 4 )  t o  
make a body count  -- a body count  t o  i nc lude  c i v i l i a n s  by age ,  
s e x ,  and t h e  l i k e .  Can you t e l l  me t h e  f a c t s  and c i rcumstances  
sur rounding  t h o s e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  ? 

A. S i r ,  as I s a i d  i n  my prev ious  tes t imony,  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  e x a c t l y  how t h e  message came i n t o  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  oper-
a t i o n s  c e n t e r .  I d o n ' t  know whether t h e  c a l l  came i n  t o  Colo-
n e l  BARKER o r  whether it came i n  t o  a c t u a l l y  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  
c e n t e r  from b r i g a d e  ask ing  t h a t  a check be made of  t h a t  area 
t o  check t h e  body count .  

Q Would you s t a t e  a s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a s  you can what w a s  
passed on ,  what was t o  be done? I i n d i c a t e d  t h e  body coun t ,  
b u t  I would l i k e  you t o  say  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a s  you remember it, 
what was t o  be done? 

A. The way I remember i t ,  s i r ,  h e  w a s  t o  r e t u r n  i n  
t h a t  a r e a  and check t o  s e e  i f  t h e  number of c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  had 
been h u r t  o r  i n j u r e d  o r  k i l l e d ,  and t h e  means--in o t h e r  words,  
determine how, i f  p o s s i b l e ,  t hey  were k i l l e d ,  whether  it w a s  
by sma l l  arms--the way I unders tood i t ,  smal l  a r m s ,  a r t i l l e r y  
f i r e ,  gunship f i r e ,  o r  whatever it may be.-

Q Did t h i s  p e r t a i n  on ly  t o  c i v i l i a n s  o r  would it 
inc lude  VC o r  anybody t h a t  was k i l l e d ?  

A. I ' m  s u r e  it was probably ,  it seems t o  me, s i r ,  t h a t  
t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  were p e r t i n e n t  t o  c i v i l i a n s .  I may be mis-
t a k e n ,  b u t  t h i s  i s  t h e  way I can remember i t ,  s i r .  

Q You i n d i c a t e d  you d i d n ' t  know f o r  s u r e  where t hey  
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came i n  from. Were t h e s e  i n s t r u c t i o n s - -

A. ( In t e rpos ing)  I t h i n k  they  came from t h e  b r i g a d e ,  
b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e x a c t l y  whether they  came through commanders 
o r  through t h e  S 3  channels ,  s i r .  

Q You don' t know whether it came from t h e  b r igade  TOC, 
o r  whether Colonel HENDERSON personnal ly  i s sued  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

That i s  r i g h t ,  s ir .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q Who passed t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  on t o  Captain MEDINA? 

A .  S i r ,  I passed t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  by r a d i o .  I was 
loca ted  a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  and I con tac ted  Captain MEDINA on t h e  
r ad io .  

Q What d i d  c a p t a i n  MEDINA say? 

A. That he  was a l r eady  ou t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and h e r e  
aga in ,  t h e  d i s t a n c e  I d o n ' t  know, s i r ,  t h a t  he would have t o  
r e t r a c t  h i s  company and go back t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  I t h i n k  two 
o r  t h r e e  c l i cks - - I  d o n ' t  remember, s i r ,  e x a c t l y .  And t h a t  
he  thought  t h e r e  was between 20 and 30 c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  mostly 
,by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  sir. I t o l d  him t h a t  he was t o  r e t u r n  t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h a t  we had i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  him t o  check it o u t ;  
t h a t  he  was t o  r e t u r n  r e g a r d l e s s  of t h e  hour ,  t h a t  he was sup-
posed t o  r e t u r n  and c a r r y  ou t  t h e s e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  passed on 
from t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  commander, s ir .  

Q And then  what t r a n s p i r e d ?  

A. A t  t h a t  t ime it appeared t h a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander, 
pardon me, t h e  commander was monitor ing t h e  r a d i o  t r ansmiss ion  
because he broke i n  and I b e l i e v e ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  whether t h e  
d i v i s i o n  commander t a l k e d  t o  me o r  t h e  company commander. It 
seems he t a l k e d  t o  me. I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  There would be no need. 
H e  d i d  n o t  want M E D I N A ' s  company t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h a t  v i l l a g e .  

Q And s o  t h i s  was what you might say a threeway 
t ransmiss ion?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q To you and l ikewise  t o  Captain MEDINA? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  
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Q So it would no t  be  r e a l l y  necessary  f o r  you t o  
i s s u e  a d d i t i o n a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  him a t  t h a t  t ime?  

A. That  i s  r i g h t ,  s i r .  

Q Did your  d i v i s i o n  commander, I b e l i e v e  h e  went by
t h e  t i t l e  Sabre  6? 

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Did h e  g i v e  you any i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  pas s  t h i s  on 
t o  t h e  b r igade?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q To t h e  b r i g a d e  commander? 

A .  I d o n ' t  know whether he meant t h e  b r igade  commander. 
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t ,  b u t  I do r e c a l l  him say ing  p a s s  t h e s e  i n -
s t r u c t i o n s  t o  t h e  b r i g a d e ,  which I d i d ,  s i r .  I c a l l e d  b r i g a d e  
and n o t i f i e d  them on it, s i r .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  Capta in  KOTOUC proceeding t o  t h e  
l a a g e r  a r e a  of C/1/20 and of B/4/3 t h e  a f t e rnoon  o f  t h e  16 th?  

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him going t h e r e .  S i r ,  i f  
I might add,  he  went o u t  a l o t  of  t h e  t ime I d i d n ' t  know about .  
You know, he  went o u t  t o  v i s i t  wi th  them and p ick  up p r i s o n e r s  
o r  any t y p e  of documents t h a t  t hey  picked up du r ing  t h e  d a y s 1  
o p e r a t i o n  a l o t  of t i m e s ,  s ir .  What I am t r y i n g  t o  s a y ,  h e  
very w e l l  could have gone and I may n o t  have known a t  t h a t  t ime ,  
sir.  I d o n ' t  recal l .  

' Q. When you r e l a y e d  t h e  message t o  Capta in  MEDINA on 
t h e  ground t o  s t o p  any unnecessary burn ing  and k i l l i n g  o f  c i v i l -
i a n s  and s o  f o r t h ,  do you have any i d e a  what prompted t h o s e  
i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A .  I d i d  a f t e r  I ' r e t u r n e d ,  s i r .  I unders tood from 
Colonel  BARKER t h a t  Major WATKE, t h e  commander of  t h e  aero-scout  
company, had c a l l e d  him about--and t h e  way I unders tand  it, 
s e e i n g  a c i v i l i a n  be ing  k i l l e d  by an American. And t h a t  he  
a l s o  t o l d  me t h a t  t h e  b r igade  and t h e  d i v i s i o n  was aware. They 
knew of  t h i s .  

Q You might r e f l e c t  f o r  a few moments on e x a c t l y  what 
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Colonel  BARKER t o l d  you a t  t h a t  t i m e  concerning why h e  wanted 
t h e s e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  i s sued?  

A. You mean whi le  I was i n  t h e  a i r c r a f t ,  s i r ?  

Q No, wh i l e  you go t  back.  E v i d e n t l y ,  I t h i n k  you had 
r e a c t e d  normally l i k e  we a l l  r e a c t .  When you come i n t o  an LZ 
and you go i n t o  t h e  TOC,  you s a y ,  "What's happening?" Then you 
want-- i t  j u s t  i s n  ' t t h a t  something happened. There always 
has  t o  be a r ea son  why. And a good s t a f f  o f f i c e r  w i l l  ask  t h e  
reason why r a t h e r  t han  l e t t i n g  t h i n g s  hang. Otherwise ,  you 
d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know what ' s  going on. So t h a t ' s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  
I a m  p u t t i n g  forward t o  you. When you came back and you were 
t a l k i n g  t o  Colonel  BARKER and you had i s s u e d  t h e s e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
and he e v i d e n t l y  was e x g l a i n i n g  why he  i s s u e d  them--you've 
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t ,  w e l l ,  somebody saw one man shoo t  a c i v i l i a n  o r  
something of t h i s  n a t u r e .  But I want t o  know i f  t h e r e  i s  any-
t h i n g  more t h a n  t h a t ?  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember, b u t  it seems t o  me t h a t  he  
might have s a i d  something about maybe t h e  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  had 
k i l l e d  some c i v i l i a n s .  I 'm n o t  s u r e ,  s ir .  T h a t ' s  t h e  only  
t h i n g  I r e c a l l  and I asked hiin, l i k e  you s a i d ,  I d i d  ask  him why, 
and t h a t ' s  when h e  s a i d  t h e  aero-scout  company commander had 
r e p o r t e d  t h a t  one of t h e i r  p i l o t s  had seen  a U .  S.  s o l d i e r  
s h o o t  a c i v i l i a n .  Also,  t h a t  t h e r e  may have been some people  
h u r t  w i th  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  t h a t  w a s  p u t  i n  t o  pro-
tect  t h e  l and ing  zone,  s i r .  

Q Now, t h i s  w a s  a t  about what t i m e  i n  t h e  morning,
aga in?  

A. - S i r ,  I d o n t t  r e c a l l .  I was t h i n k i n g  it w a s  some-
where between 1 0  and 12 o ' c lock .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q Do you know whether  o r  n o t  t h e  LOH o f  t h e  aero-
s c o u t s  t h a t  went t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  i n  Quang Ngai had a l r eady  
landed a t  t h e  LZ by t h e  t ime you r e t u r n e d ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q A t  D o t t i e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember, s i r .  I d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  an 
LOH. The i r  l a n d i n g  pad w a s  s e p a r a t e  from o u r s ,  s i r .  They 
landed away from b r igade  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  away from t h e  b a t -
t a l i o n  TOC. Ours was more up on a l i t t l e  r i s e  t o  t h e  t o p ,  and 
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t h e i r s  w a s  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  a r t i l l e r y  b a t t e r y  t h a t  
was l o c a t e d  wi th  us.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  even look ing  f o r  it, 
whether it w a s  t h e r e  o r  n o t ,  sir.  

Q I ' l l  g ive  you a few even t s  and I would l i k e  
f o r  you t o  r e c a l l  a long  about  noontime o r  e a r l y  a f t e rnoon ,  
i f  you hea rd  any of  t h e s e  e v e n t s  be ing  d i s c u s s e d  by Colonel  
BARKER, Major WATKE, o r  by any of t h e  o t h e r  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  
o r  anybody who may have had knowledge i n  t h e  headqua r t e r s .  
For example, d i d  you h e a r  about wounded c i v i l i a n s  be ing  
marked by smoke and when t h e  ground t r o o p s  went o v e r  
o s t e n s i b e l y  t o  t a k e  c a r e  of  them, t o  provide medical  assist-
ance,  t hey  s h o t  them up o r  grenaded them? Did you h e a r  
anyth ing  of t h a t  n a t u r e ?  

A .  No, s ir .  

& Did you h e a r  anyth ing  about  some dead c i v i l i a n s  
on o r  nea r  Highway 521? 

(MR WEST l e f t  t h e  room a t  t h i s  t i m e .  ) 

A. I t  seems l i k e  I r e c a l l  t h a t ,  s i r ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
remember t h e  e x a c t  c i rcumstances  on t h a t .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  any th ing  about a h e l i c o p t e r  l and ing  
n e x t  t o  a d i t c h  t h a t  con ta ined  a l a r g e  number of  bodies--
c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q Somewhere between 50 and LOO? 

A. N o ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  no ,  sir.  

Q Did you h e a r  t h a t  a t  a l a t e r  t ime ano the r  
h e l i c o p t e r  landed and e x t r i c a t e d  a  smal l  c h i l d  from t h e  
d i t c h  who was s t i l l  a l i v e ?  

A. N o ,  s ir .  

Q Did you h e a r  of a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  t h a t  took p l a c e  
between a p l a toon  l e a d e r  and an LOH p i l o t  on t h e  ground? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q Which may have become s o  hea t ed  t h a t  t h e  LOH 
p i l o t  had h i s  gunners p r o t e c t  him wi th  h i s  M-601s? 
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A. No, sir.  I have never  heard  of t h a t .  No, sir.  

Q None of those  t h i n g s  w e r e  c a l l e d  t o  your a t t e n t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r .  The only t h i n g  t h a t  I had of any 
i n d i c a t i o n  of anybody, of anyone, shoot ing  a c i v i l i a n  i s  t h e  
r e p o r t  I j u s t  go t  through g iv ing  you. A c i v i l i a n  was seen 
s h o t  by a U.S. s o l d i e r .  But t h e  d e t a i l s  o r  any of t h i s  
t h a t  you have d iscussed  with  me h e r e ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
ever  hear ing  it be ing  d i scussed .  

Q On t h e  morning of t h e  1 7 t h ,  it i s  r e p o r t e d  and 
reasonably w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  General YOUNG, Colonel 
HENDERSON, Colonel BARKER, Colonel HOLLADAY , and Maj o r  WATKE 
met i n  Colonel BARKER'S t r a i l e r  t o  d i s c u s s  something. Were 
you f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h a t ?  

A. S i r ,  t h a t  was what I was t e l l i n g  you, I th ink  
i n  my previous tes t imony,  t h a t  I thought  t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON 
came up t o  t a l k  wi th  some of t h e  people  t h a t  w e r e  o u t  on 
t h e  o p e r a t i o n , .  s ir .  . And--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Yes? 

A .  And I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I wasn ' t  out--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I 'm t a l k i n g  about  t h e  morning, 
about t h e  17th .  D i d  he t a l k  t o  people  coming o u t  of t h e  
ope ra t ion  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. No, s i r .  I mean, I d o n ' t  know who he was t o  
t a l k  t o ,  s i r .  I know he was t h e r e  t o  t a l k  with  people .  Now, 
who he was t o  t a l k  t o ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  know. I was n o t  o u t s i d e .  
I was i n s i d e  t h e  t a c t i c a l  ope ra t ion  c e n t e r  t o  t h e  b e s t  of 
my memory. I walked ou t  and asked ,  a s  you s a i d  a whi le  ago, 
"What's going o n , "  and t h a t  was when I was t o l d  Colonel 
HENDERSON was t h e r e .  I don1t know, when I walked o u t ,  i f  
General YOUNG and Colonel HOLLADAY were t h e r e  o r  n o t .  They 
may have been,  s i r ,  b u t  I do remember s e e i n g  Colonel HENDERSON 
t h e r e .  

Q. Were you eve r  t o l d  t h e  purpose of t h e i r  meeting 
and t h e  outcome of i t ?  

A. I understood from what -- n o t  noseying i n t o  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and not  s ee ing  t h e  outcome of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
I thought it was concerning t h e  s o l d i e r  t h a t  had s h o t  t h e  
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c i v i l i a n  t h a t  t h e  p i l o t  had s e e n ,  s i r .  

Q Had you hkard on t h e  1 6 t h  o r  anytime i n  t h i s  
p e r i o d  t h a t  approjr-imately 20 t o  30 c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  
by c r o s s f i r e  and by a r t i l l e r y  and o r  gunships  du r ing  t h e  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i n  Mp Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. This  i s  t h e  r e p o r t  I had r e c e i v e d  from Capta in  
MEDINA from t h e  r a d i o ,  sir.  

Q From khe r a d i o ?  

A. From bhe r a d i o  t r ansmis s ion .  When I t o l d  him he  
had t o  go back i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  check it o u t ,  a t  t h a t  t ime 
he gave me--I'm no t  s u r e  whether it i s  c o r r e c t  o r  not--he gave 
me between 20 and 30 c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  and t h e  m a j o r i t y ,  he  
s a i d  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  s i r .  

& He s t a k e d  by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  whether  he  s a i d  a r t i l l e r y .  I ' m  s u r e  
he may have inc luded  gunships  i n  t h e r e ,  a l s o .  I t  w a s  gunship/ar-
t i l l e r y  f i r e .  

Q Can you t e l l  me  why t h e s e  20 t o  30 c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  
were k i l l e d  were never  r e p o r t e d  i n  Task Force Barker  STTNP? 

A. N O ,  s i r ,  I cannot .  

(MR WEST r e e n t e r s  t h e  h e a r i n g  room.) 

Q Can you t e l l  me why t h e  v i l l a g e s  t h a t  were burned 
dur ing  t h e  cou r se  of t h i s  3-day p l u s  o p e r a t i o n  were n o t  
r epo r t ed?  

A. No, sir. 

Q Do you have any i d e a  how many hamle ts  were burned 
dur ing  t h e  cou r se  of t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  

A, NO,  sir.  

Q. Was t h i s  e v e r  r e p o r t e d  t o  you? 

A. ~ o tt h a t  I remember, s i r .  Not t h a t  I remember 
any v i l l a g e s  be ing  burned.  I may have g o t t e n  them, b u t  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  a t  t h i s  t i m e  whether  there were any. 
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Q Did you eve r  b a r  of body count  of VC o r  c i v i l -
i a n s  be ing  broadcas ted  by r a d i o  Hanoi o r  by t h e  GVN r ad io?  

A. No, s ir .  You mean n o t  over  our  normal b a t t a l i o n ?  

Q No, I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  r a d i o  b roadcas t ,  n o t  communi-
c a t i o n  t r ansmiss ion .  

A .  No, s i r ,  never .  

Q Did your b r igade  have any r e s t r i c t i o n s  on burning , 

hamlets? 

A. The way I unders tand the burn ing  of hamle ts ,  s i r ,  
you w e r e n ' t  supposed t o  do it u n l e s s ,  a g a i n ,  it was of t a c t i c a l  
importance i n  t h a t  you could -- t h e r e  were t i m e s  where a l o t  
of r i c e  and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  W e  would g e t  permission t o  burn 
t h e  r i c e ;  o r  i f  it was a v i l l a g e  t h e  company commander f e l t ,  
you know, w a s  a de t r iment  t o  the s e c u r i t y  of o u r  a r e a  of opera-
t i o n ,  t h e n  he  would c a l l  i n  and ask f o r  it, and t h e n  --
& [ In te rpos ing)  Who would g ive  t h e  permission? 

A .  W e  would--we would t a l k  t h i s  over  wi th  
Colonel BARKER, t h e n  we would go t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  i n  which it 
was l o c a t e d  and a s k  them about i t ,  s i r .  

Q .  Would you n o t  have t o  o b t a i n  approval  from b r igade  
o r  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. I don t ' t  r e c a l l ,  s i r .  I ' m  s u r e  we would. 

Q .  I b e l i e v e  it has  been f a i r l y  w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  
t h a t  through t h e  course  of this  o p e r a t i o n  a t o t a l  of s i x  
hamlets were burned. Now, I must q u a l i f y  t h i s  because t h e s e  
a r e  n o t  a l l  hamlets i n  t h e  t r u e  sense  of t h e  word. I n  many 
cases  they  were d e s e r t e d  a r e a s ,  o t h e r  p l a c e s  where hootches 
had been thrown up, temporary l i v i n g  accomodations and s o  on. 
But t h e  f a c t  s t i l l  remains a s  f a r  as t h e  people were concerned 
they  cons idered  them hamlets o r  a reas  where comparatively l a r g e  
numbers of c i v i l i a n s  l i v e d  even i n  a temporary cond i t ion .  
But this was never  c a l l e d  t o  your a t t e n t i o n  from what I can 
g a t h e r  he re .  

A.  S i r ,  it seems t o  m e  that there was something s a i d  
about a v i l l a g e  be ing  burned ou t  on the c o a s t .  But I d o n ' t  
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r e c a l l  t h e  c i rcumstances  o r  whether  c l e a r a n c e  was given o r  
g o t t e n  o r  whatno t ,  s i r .  That  was e i t h e r  on t h e  second o r  
t h i r d  day. But t h a t ' s  t h e  on ly  t ime I can e v e r  remember. 

Q Would you r ecoun t  f o r  us t h e  second and t h i r d  day 
of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  f o r  C h a r l i e  Company and t h e n  do l i k e w i s e  f o r  
Bravo Company on t h e  map i f  you w i l l ,  p l ea se?  

A .  Y e s ,  a i r .  S i r ,  from t h e  b e s t  of my a b i l i t y  and 
my memory, C h a r l i e  Company was l o c a t e d  i n  a n i g h t  l a a g e r ,  I 
b e l i e v e  t h i s  was a c o l d  n i g h t  l a a g e r  wi th  Bravo Company. I t  
swept -- made a sweep down d i r e c t l y  sou th  and west  of t h e  Song 
Kinh Giang River  down t o  t h i s  g e n e r a l  d i r e c t i o n ,  t h a t  day and 
came around and r e t u r n e d  back up i n t o  a n i g h t  l a a g e r  somewhere 
g e n e r a l l y  n e a r  t h e  LZ t h a t  B/4/3 went i n t o ,  s i r .  

Q That would be  t h e  l a a g e r  t h e n  f o r  t h e  n i g h t  of  t h e  
17th? 

A. Seventeen th ,  y e s ,  s ir .  Now, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
whether C h a r l i e  Company came o u t  t h e  nex t  day and you d i d  
recall i n  t h e  l a s t  t es t imony that you had ev idence  t o  f e e l  
t h a t  C/1/20 w a s  e x t r a c t e d  from t h e  f i e l d ,  and I d o n ' t  remem-
b e r  whether it w a s  o r  n o t ,  sir.  I cannot answer t h a t  ques t ion .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  some problems of h e l i c o p t e r  s h o r t -
age t h a t  had t o  be made a v a i l a b l e  t o  move ano the r  u n i t  t h a t  
might of  caused a l i t t l e  e a r l i e r  e x t r a c t i o n  o f  C/1/20? 

A. It p o s s i b l y  could have been,  s ir .  

Q. Not p o s s i b l y .  

A. . . S i r ,  I don1..tremember. B/4/3  I b e l i e v e  c ros sed  
i n  he re  somewh.ere --. c ros sed  t h e  b r i d g e  j u s t  s o u t h  o f  t h e  
P i n k v i l l e  and moved t o  th.e e a s t  and t h e n  t h e y  went down t h e  
c o a s t a l  a r e a  and t h e n  t u r n e d  around,  and it seems t o  me t h a t  
they  n i g h t  l a a g e r e d  somewhere o u t  on t h e  beach n e a r  t h e  a c t u a l  
P i n k v i l l e  t o  t h e  e a s t  on t h e  beach,  s ir .  

Q Would they  have passed through t h e  v i l l a g e s  which 
a r e  l i s t e d  t h e r e :  what i s  Co Lay C 1 )  , ( 2 )  , and (3) hamlets?  

A. I b m  s u r e  t h e y  d i d ,  s i r .  

Q .- Did you hear anyth ing  about any f i g h t i n g  t h a t  went 
on i n  t h o s e  hamlets  o r  any of t h e  burning of t h o s e  hamlets  
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o r  'any c i v i l i a n s  be ing  k i l l e d  i n  t h o s e  hamle ts?  

A. S i r ,  w e  r ece ived  some f i r e  t h a t  nex t  day. I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  whether it w a s  C/1/20 o r  B/4/3 o r  whether  bo th  of  them 
had c o n t a c t ,  sir.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  e x a c t  v i l l a g e  n o r  t h e  
c i rcumstances  o r  what was done about it, s i r .  But it seems 
t o  me--I can vaguely remember, o r  t r y i n g  t o  remember, something 
was done w i t h  maybe one v i l l a g e  I can recal l ,  s ir .  I d o n ' t  
remember t h e  e x a c t  c i rcumstances  o r  any th ing  around it ,  s i r .  
Now, B/4/3, a f t e r  t hey  n i g h t  l a a g e r e d  h e r e  on t h e  second n i g h t ,  
and h e r e  a g a i n ,  I may be complete ly  wrong b u t  t o  t h e  b e s t  of  
my a b i l i t y  t o  remember, moved on o u t  t h i s  p e n i n s u l a  i n t o  t h i s  
a r ea .  While t hey  were i n  t h i s  a r e a  t h e y  d i d  e x t r a c t  a l l  
c i v i l i a n s  o u t  of  t h i s  b u i l t  up area back i n t o  the--  

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Would you.  i d e n t i f y  t h a t  f o r  t h e  
sake of t h e  r eco rd?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it i s  c a l l e d  An Khe. He d i d  e x t r a c t  
t h e  c i v i l i a n s  o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  s o  t hey  would n o t  have any 
problems i n  checking t h e  v i l l a g e  o u t ,  s i r .  They ques t ioned  
t h e  v i l l a g e r s  t h a t  day,  brought  i n  a MEDCAP t h a t  a f t e rnoon .  
The M I  people  went o u t  t h e r e  and t a l k e d ,  and they  g e n e r a l l y  
t r i e d  t o  h e l p  g i v e  t h e  medical  h e l p  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and t r i e d  
t o  g e t  some in fo rma t ion .  And t h e y  a s k ,  of c o u r s e ,  where 
t h e  VC were and s o  f o r t h ,  and t h e  v i l l a g e r s  s a i d  t h e r e  were 
no VC i n  t h a t  a r e a .  The company r e q u i r e d  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  t o  
s l e e p  away from t h e i r  v i l l a g e  t h a t  n i g h t  s i n c e  t h e y  were 
going t o  s e a r c h  it t h e  n e x t  day.  They had them a l l  back 
i n  a s e c u r e  a r e a  away from t h e i r  weapons. They went i n t o  
another  l a a g e r  away from them. I d o n ' t  know t h e  d i s t a n c e ,  
s i r ,  because I w a s n ' t  t h e r e .  However, t h a t  n i g h t  t h e  American 
u n i t  r e c e i v e d  mor ta r  f i r e ,  and two Americans w e r e  k i l l e d .  
I n  my prev ious  tes t imony they  have m e  s a y i n g  two c i v i l i a n s  
were k i l l e d .  That  i s  n o t  t h e  ca se .  There  w e r e  two American 
s o l d i e r s  t h a t  were k i l l e d .  He went on o u t  and checked t h a t  
o u t  t h e  n e x t  day. I d o n ' t  remember whether  it was t h e  n e x t  
day o r  t h e  fo l lowing  day t h a t  we e x t r a c t e d  them. 

Q. To your  r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  do you have any th ing  o t h e r  
t han  perhaps t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  some bu rn ing ,  a v i l l a g e  may have 
been b u r n t  on t h e  s p l i t  l a n d  a long  t h e  c o a s t ,  you remember 
no th ing  concerning any c i v i l i a n s  be ing  k i l l e d  o u t  t h e r e ?  

A .  No, s ir .  I d i d ,  s i r ,  on t h a t  day I went i n  and 
picked up--I t h i n k  I s a i d  i n  my prev ious  tes t imony t h a t  I 
d i d  go i n t o  C h a r l i e  Company, which w a s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h i s  g e n e r a l  
a r e a  which i s  r i g h t  a t  t h e  mouth of  t h e  l a r g e  r i v e r  t o  t h e  
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sou th  and t o  t h e  west  of  t h e  s m a l l  r i v e r ,  and p i cked  up a 
p r i s o n e r  from him and brought  him o u t  of t h e  f i e l d  which,  
l i k e  I aga in  s a y ,  n o t  confus ing  it wi th  a n o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n ,  
i f  I can remember, t h i s  was a p r e t t y  good p r i s o n e r .  I t h i n k  
he tu rned  o u t  t o  be some s o r t  of p o l i t i c a l  p r i s o n e r ,  and 
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  we e v e r  g o t  any in format ion  o u t  o f  him 
n o r  d i d  t h e  b r i g a d e  no r  d i d  t h e  d i v i s i o n  t h a t  I can remember. 
I know t h a t  Quang Ngai Province w a s  q u i t e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  g e t t i n g  
t h i s  p r i s o n e r  back ,down t h e r e ,  s i r .  

Q I be l ie%veI asked you be fo re  -- you may r e t u r n  
t o  your seat. I b e l i e v e  I asked you b e f o r e ,  b u t  I would 
l i k e  t o  ask a g a i n ,  i f  you e v e r  saw o r  had any hand i n  t h e  
p r e p a r a t i o n  of a 3-by-5 ca rd  l i s t i n g  t h e  c i v i l i a n  
c a s u a l t i e s  by age ,  s e x ,  and t h e  l i k e  from t h e  M y  L a i  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e v e r  having a  t h i n g  t o  
do wi th  t h a t  ca rd  o r  e v e r  s e e i n g  i t ,  s i r .  To t h e  b e s t  of my 
a b i l i t y ,  I c a n r t  r e c a l l  it. I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  s ir .  

Q M r .  MACCRATE, do you have any q u e s t i o n s  you would 
l i k e  t o  address  t o  Major CALHOUN? 

MR MACCRATE: Major CALHOUN, from t ime t o  t i m e  i n  your  opera-
t i o n s ,  were d i f f e r e n t  u n i t s  of  t h e  14 th  Av ia t ion  B a t t a l i o n  
u t i l i z e d ?  W e  have had t e s t imony ,  I b e l i e v e ,  t h a t  t h e  174th 
was a t  Duc Pho and t h a t  t h e  176th  and t h e  1 7 1 s t  were a t  Chu 
La i .  Did you draw from a l l  t h r e e  of t h o s e  from t i m e  t o  t i m e ,  
o r  d i d  you cus tomar i ly  j u s t  draw from one? 

A. S i r ,  normally i n  a he l i -bo rn  o p e r a t i o n  suppor t ing  
t h e  11 th  Brigade,  I t h i n k  - they  drew t h e  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  a i r -
c r a f t  from t h e  174 th  a t  Duc Pho. However, t h e r e  may be o t h e r  
s h i p s  from e i t h e r  one o r  t h e  other 'company a s  w e l l .  There w a s  
normally -- sometime could  b e ,  f o r  an example, i f  I might g i v e  
you, l e t ' s  s ay  t h a t  w e  might have e i g h t  s h i p s  on a l i f t .  Four 
might come from t h e  a v i a t i o n  company a t  Duc Pho. A couple  
might come from---the o t h e r  fou r  s p l i t  between t h e  o t h e r  two 
companies. I f  I can remember, w e  had some from a l l  t h r e e  
companies, from t i m e  t o  t i m e ,  s h i p s  from a l l  on one o p e r a t i o n .  

Q You wouldr however, know from where you w e r e  
g e t t i n g  them a t  t h e  t ime? 

A. No. I n  some cases  we would and some c a s e s  we 
wou ldn ' t ,  s i r ,  and i f  t hey  were t o  form a t  D o t t i e  w e  might 
know where t h e y  were coming from. I n  most c a s e s ,  I t h i n k  
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we would probably know where they came from. 

Q Would any record be made from where they  could 
come? Would t h e r e  be a record  i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e  a i r c r a f t  t h a t  
were used i n  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion?  

A. No, s i r .  

I 0  : Well, I t h i n k  you mean t o  s a y ,  wi thout  p u t t i n g  
words i n  you mouth, a t  l e a s t  t h e r e  wouldn ' t  be any record 
maintained a t  t h e  t a s k  force  headquar ters  l e v e l .  

A. I ' m  s o r r y ,  s ir .  No, sir ,  we w e r e n ' t  concerned 
with where t h e  sh ips  came from. We were concerned t h a t  we 
e i t h e r  got  t h e  s h i p s  o r  we d i d n ' t  g e t  t h e  s h i p s ,  s ir .  There 
was always a l ead  s h i p  des ignated ,  and he was t h e  one we 
b r i e f e d  and he was t h e  one who b r i e f e d  t h e  o t h e r  p i l o t s .  
So you normally d i d n ' t  b r i e f  but  one man on an opera t ion  and 
t h a t  was your l e a d  p i l o t ,  sir.  

Q I ask though, i n  l i n e  of what M r .  MACCRATE i s  
asking you, Major CALHOUN, who d i d  you normally look t o  f o r  
your l i a i s o n  and f o r  your guidance and l e a d e r s h i p  i n  a v i a t i o n  
problems ? 

A. Normally, we looked t o  t h e  174th ,  s i r .  I be l i eve  
t h a t  i s  t h e  number a t  Duc Pho, we normally got  most of our 
support  from them. 

Q. Were they  t h e  c l o s e s t  u n i t  t o  you? 

A. No, s i r .  That i s  p e c u l i a r .  I n  t h e  case  of Task 
Force Barker they  were no t  t h e  c l o s e s t  u n i t  t o  us .  But they 
were t h e  c l o s e s t  ones t o  t h e  br igade  i t s e l f ,  t o  t h e  o t h e r s  
but--and here again ,  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  and I ' m  no t  
s u r e ,  bu t  it seems t o  me we got  a l o t  of our  support  from 
t h e  174th even up where we were. A l o t  of our  C & C  s h i p s ,  
a l o t  of our resupply s h i p s ,  what we r e f e r  t o  as Dolphins. 

9 What d i d  you c a l l  t h e  gunships? 

A .  Sharks.  I t h i n k  we got  a l l  our  gunships from 
Sharks. 

MR MACCRATE: I have nothing f u r t h e r .  

I0 : Colonel MILLER. 
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COL MILLER: N O ,  s ir .  
1 

I0 : Colonel WILSON. 

COL WILSON: When you t r a n s m i t t e d  your communication 
regarding no more k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s ,  d i d  you t r a n s m i t  t h i s  
t o  C Company only o r  d i d  you a l s o  t r a n s m i t  it t o  A and B Com-
pany? 

A. S i r ,  1 d o n ' t  remember. 

Q . Do you remember whether o r  n o t  you rece ived  a 
roger  from Bravo? 

A .  No, s i r ,  I don ' t .  I t h i n k ,  s i r ,  i f  I might answer 
t h a t ,  I don ' t  r e c a l l .  I do know I was t o l d  t o  con tac t  C/1/20, 
and a f t e r  g e t t i n g  back and hear ing  what was heard and s o  f o r t h ,  
t h a t  was t h e  a r e a  which w a s  i n  ques t ion  a t  t h a t  t ime,  s ir .  

Q Had you e v e r  rece ived  a  r e p o r t  from any of t h e  
t h r e e  companies, A ,  B ,  o r  C ,  regarding c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  
acc iden ta l ly  k i l l e @  i n  c r o s s f i r e ,  e t  c e t e r a ?  

A. On t h i s  opera t ion?  

Q On any opera t ions  i n  t h e  p a s t .  Was it normal t o  
r e p o r t  a c c i d e n t a l  i n j u r i e s ?  

A. Yes, sir. They would inform us of t h a t ,  and w e  would 
t r y  t o  keep our  h igher  headquarters  informed. In  a l o t  of 
cases  where c i v i l i a n s  were wounded, we got  medevac s h i p s  t o  come 
i n  and pick them up j u s t  l i k e  an American, s i r .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  
any e x a c t  numbers i n  any cases ,  but  I do know i n  my own mind 
t h i s  was done. A t  Uptight ,  f o r  example, they would br ing  people 
i n  t h e r e  t h a t  had been caught i n  a c r o s s f i r e  somewhere and w e  
d i d n ' t  know it. They would b r ing  them up on t h e  h i l l  t h e r e  
and we would g e t  a medevac i n  f o r  them. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  who t h e  p i l o t  was of Colonel BARKER'S 
command and c o n t r o l  sh ip?  

A. No, s ir .  I d o n o t ,  s i r .  

Q I have no f u r t h e r  ques t ions ,  s i r .  

COL FRANKLIN: Major CALHOUN, d i d  you say t h a t  when you 
t o l d  MEDINA t o  go back i n  My Lai ( 4 )  , t h a t  he t o l d  you a t  
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t h a t  time t h a t  he had -- t h a t  t h e r e  were about 20 t o  30 
c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q = Was t h i s  about t h e  time General KOSTER was monitor-
ing  t h e  n e t ?  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  know when General KOSTER was monitoring 
t h e  n e t .  

Q How long a f t e r  t h a t  d i d  General KOSTER come i n  
contac t?  

A. The only t h i n g  I know, Captain MEDINA was a l i t t l e  
r e l u c t a n t  i n  r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  on account of mines and 
booby t r a p s .  

Q Where d i d  General KOSTER come i n ?  

S i r ,  i f  I might t r y  t o  exp la in  t o  you. 

Q. Okay. 

A.  He was a l i t t l e  r e l u c t a n t  on t h e  ques t ion  of going 
back t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  time I t c l d  him t h a t  regard-
l e s s  of having t o  r e t r a c e  and rega rd less  of what t h e  consequences 
were, i f  you want t o  use consequences, then  you a r e  t o  re-
t u r n  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and c a r r y  out  t h e s e  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  A t  t h a t  
t i m e  t h i s  i s  when I remember t h a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander broke 
i n ,  r i g h t  a f t e r  t h a t  t ransmiss ion ,  and s a i d  t h e s e  was no need 
f o r  Char l ie  Company t o  r e t u r n ,  f o r  whatever cause t h e r e  was t o  
r e t u r n  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and t o  pass  t h e s e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  on. 

Q What w a s  t h e  t ime,  approximately? Did we t a l k  i n  
minutes o r  seconds between t h e  time MEDINA s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  
were 20 t o  30 noncombatants k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  and t h e  t i m e  
t h e  commander came on t h e  n e t ?  

A. I would say probably--I d i d n ' t  know, sir;  maybe 
a minute o r  minute and a h a l f .  I t  i s  hard t o  say.  I t  seems 
t o  m e  he was g iv ing  me t h i s  20 t o  30 c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  he thought 
he recognized were k i l l e d  t h e r e .  This  i s  what w e  knew and 
t h e r e  was no need t o  go back i n  t h e r e  again.. You s e e  what I 
a m  t a l k i n g  about.  

Q .  The f a c t  t h a t  20 o r  30 c i v i l i a n s  were k i l l e d ,  d i d  
t h i s  seem t o  bother  anybody i n  t h e  TOC? Did anybody comment 
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on t h e  TOC --- anybody a c t  shocked? Did BARKER -- you w e r e n ' t  
i n  t h e  TOC a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. I was i n  t h e  TOC,  s i r .  

Q. You were i n  t h e  TOC? 

A .  Yes, s ir .  We were c e r t a i n l y  n o t  happy about  it. 
Nobody l i k e s  t o  k i l l  c i v i l i a n s  b u t  we--here a g a i n ,  we were 
s i t t i n g  back i n  t h e  TOC and w e  d o n ' t  know t h e  c i rcumstances  o r  
anything.  We thonght  it w a s  by t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p  t h a t  
was pu t  down t h e r e  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  a i r s h i p s  going i n  and we 
f e l t - - c e r t a i n l y  w e  d o n ' t  l i k e  t o  do t h i s ,  b u t  it was some-
t h i n g  of one choice  o r  ano the r .  You know, i f  you d o n ' t  p u t  
t h e  p rep  t h e r e  t h e y  shoot  a t  n i n e  o r  t e n  o r  whatever  t h e  
number of h e l i c o p t e r s ,  down, loaded  w i t h  American t r o o p s .  I 
d o n ' t  t h i n k  anybody was happy ove r  it. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  anybody 
was e v e r  happy over  k i l l i n g  c i v i l i a n s ,  b u t  i n  my own op in ion ,  
it f e l t  t o  me l i k e  efierybody s a i d ,  t hey  d i d n ' t  l i k e  it b u t  t hey  
f e l t  it w a s  something t h a t  w a s  done t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  l i v e s  of  
Americans. 

Q When you p u t  t h a t  f i r e  down--as t h e  3 ,  you super-
v i s e d  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  b o t h e r  t o  check w i t h  him t o  g e t  an 
okay on t h e  f a c t  that d i s t r i c t  had s a i d  you a r e  go ing  t o  
f i r e  i n t o  t h a t  v i l l a g e ,  t h a t  a p p a r e n t l y  it d idn '  t appear  
t o  be t h a t  major of a problem wi th  you. Is t h i s  a t r u e  o r  
f a l s e  s t a t emen t .  I mean you a r e  going t o  f i r e  i n  a v i l l a g e ?  

A. I don' t recal l  whether d i s t r i c t  gave us an okay 
on t h a t  v i l l a g e  o r  n o t .  

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  checking t h i s  p o i n t
of where t h a t  p rep  w a s  wanted t o  make s u r e  t h a t  w e  by God 
had permiss ion  t o  f i r e  i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  s i r .  And a l s o  I ' d  
l i k e  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  was f l y i n g  wi th  
Colonel BARKER. He and Colonel  BARKER a c t u a l l y ,  once t h a t  
p rep  w a s  f i r e d ,  would s h i f t e d  it and move it anywhere 
t hey  s o  thought  was neces sa ry .  

Q Did Colonel  BARKER p i c k  t h e  LZ? 
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A. Yes, s ir .  I ' m  sure  t h a t  he d i d  because when he 
t a lked  on t h e  map, s i r ,  we t a l k e d  i n  g e n e r a l i t i e s .  You 
know b r i e f i n g  a company commander o f f  of a 1:50,000 map, you 
c a n ' t  give h i m  much of an exact  l o c a t i o n .  This was t h e  reason 
f o r  t h e  o v e r f l i g h t  he took with h i s  company commanders and 
a r t i l l e r y  b a t t e r y  commander. Now, I d o n ' t  know whether t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  went o r  no t .  

Q My ques t ion  is  t h i s :  you t a k e  t h e  l e a d  p i l o t  and 
you have t o  show him where t h e  LZ i s ,  o r  you have t o  make 
it with smoke yourse l f .  Do you r e c a l l  how you d i d  it i n  t h i s  
opera t ion?  

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  how we d i d  it i n  t h i s  opera t ion ,  
but  I can say normally Colonel BARKER d i d  mark t h e  LZ with 
smoke a l o t  of t imes ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  he d i d  o r  i f  
he had somebody with him. I d o n ' t  know whether C&C 
was a l ead  p i l o t .  A l o t  of time he d i d  t h a t .  I f  w e  have 
a h e l i c o p t e r  a s s a u l t  tomorrow, t h e  day ' s  C & C  p i l o t  f o r  t h e  
commander would be t h e  l ead  p i l o t  i n  t h e  a s s a u l t  tomorrow; 
and then  they would d i scuss  t h i s ,  and they  would f l y  over  
the  a rea  and t a l k  about it t h e  LZ,  sir.  

Q. Did Colonel BARKER g e t  out  t o  t h e  companies very
o f t e n ,  g e t  down t o  t h e  t r o o p s ,  walk with t h e  t roops  during 
the  day t ime, what was his--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  He got  t o  t h e  companies, normally,  
sometime during t h e  day and t a l k e d  wi th  them. I t h i n k ,  I'm 
not  s u r e ,  t h e  amount of time he got  down on t h e  ground, I 
can r e c a l l  never walking with him. 

Q. H e  saw t h e  company about d a i l y ,  you would say? 

A. I th ink  s o ,  s i x .  , I ' m  not  su re .  I know t h a t  he  
would go out  over t h e  companies. 

Q Over t h e  companies? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  I d o n ' t  know how much he landed. I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t ,  bu t  I know t h a t  he was ou t  checking on 
t h e  companies. 

Q. Do you f e e l  he had a c l o s e  r appor t  wi th  h i s  company 
commanders and wi th  h i s  t roops?  

A .  S i r ,  t h a t  would be hard f o r  me t o  answer. I have 
no opinion on t h a t ,  s ir .  
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Q A s  your  b a t t a l i o n  commander, you a r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  
t h e s e  companies a l l  t h e  t ime .  I unders tand t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  
of  answering t h i s  q u e s t i o n ,  CALHOUN, I r e a l l y  do. Was t h i s  
guy a good b a t t a l i o n  commander? 

A .  I t h i n k  he was a good p l a n n e r ,  s i r .  I t h i n k  h e  
unders tood b a s i c  i n f a n t r y  concepts .  I n  some c a s e s ,  he d i d  
n o t  v i s i t  w i t h  h i s  company commanders enough. On a l o t  
o f  occas ions  I was t h e  one t h a t  v i s i t e d  wi th  t h e  company 
commanders when they  were on day t o  day o p e r a t i o n s .  

I0 : J u s t  one q u e s t i o n  he re?  

A: Yes, s ir .  

Q. You have a s i t u a t i o n  he re  where you were t o  pas s
i n s t r u c t i o n s  from t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  commander t o  t h e  company 
commander on t h e  ground,  and a t  t h a t  t ime t h e  f i r e  w a s  n o t  
very heavy. A s  a m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  t h e r e  was p r a c t i c a l l y  
no f i r e .  But t h e y  were s t i l l - - y o u  were r e l a y i n g  admonit ions 
from and c a u t i o n s  from t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  commander t o  t h e  company 
commander, and the company commander was g e n e r a l l y  a v a i l a b l e  . 
Under t h o s e  c i rcumstances ,  would it n o t  be expec ted  t h a t  
i n s t e a d  of t r y i n g  t o  t r a n s m i t  something a s  impor tan t  a s  t h i s  
t h a t  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  commander o r  somebody would have landed 
and con fe r r ed  w i t h  him t o  f i n d  o u t  what t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i s ?  

A. I imagine it would, s i r .  1: d i d n ' t  know what t h e  
s i t u a t i o n  was o r  t h e  r ea son  of a sk ing  about it, s i r .  

Q. Understand now, I ' m  g i v i n g  on ly  a h y p o t h e t i c a l
s i t u a t i o n .  I ' m  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  say  t h a t  you should have landed .  
I unders tand your  t r e p i d a t i o n  i n  responding t o  t h i s ,  b u t  I ' m  
s a y i n g ,  h e r e  w e  have a s i t u a t i o n  where one way o r  o t h e r ,  
somewhere o r  a n o t h e r ,  we must c a u t i o n  t h e  t r o o p s  n o t  t o  burn 
b u i l d i n g s ,  n o t  t o  s h o o t  c i v i l i a n s  u n n e c e s s a r i l y ,  and s o  on. 
A s i t u a t i o n  such as t h a t ,  a commander, it would appear  t o  
m e ,  should be  s o  concerned t h a t  he would immediately g e t  on 
t h e  ground w i t h  his u n i t  commander and f i n d  o u t  what i s  
going on. 

A.  Yes, s i r ,  I agree .  I f  I had been t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
commander i n  a s i t u a t i o n  l i k e  t h a t ,  you can r e s t  a s su red  I 
would have had my chopper back immediately and gone o u t  and 
g o t t e n  on t h e  ground wi th  th.e company commander. Th i s  i s  a 
normal p r a c t i c e  I f e e l ,  s i r .  

Q To your knowledge, d i d  anybody from t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  
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headquarters ,  during t h e  time Charl'ie Company was i n  My Lai 
( 4 )  , ever  go out  and g e t  on t h e  ground with t h e  company 
commander, Captain MEDINA, t o  f i n d  out  what was going on i n  
MY Lai ( 4 ) ?  

S i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I know t h a t  I never  d id .  IA. 
can vouch f o r  t h a t .  I w a s  never i n  My Lai ( 4 )  when Char l ie  
Company was i n  t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  remember whether Colonel 
BARKER was e v e r  on t h e  ground out  t h e r e  o r  n o t ,  s ir .  I d o n ' t  
know. 

COL FRANKLIN: One of your company commanders has  t e s t i f i e d  
t h a t  Colonel BARKER v i s i t e d  him perhaps f i v e  o r  s i x  t imes i n  
a per iod  of 6 weeks, and t h i s  i s  t h e  per iod  of t ime t h e  
company took 2 5  pe rcen t  c a s u a l t i e s .  Would you say t h a t  was 
p l a u s i b l e ?  

D i d  it happen?A .  

Q Could it have happened? 

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  know. C e r t a i n l y ,  t h e  company commander 
knows b e t t e r  than I do. The company d i d n ' t  keep up with t h e  
number of t imes t h a t  he v i s i t e d  t h e  company, s i r .  I ' m  so r ry  
I c a n ' t  answer t h a t .  

Q You d i d n ' t  have a f e e l ,  he wouldn 't come back, you 
a r e  t a l k i n g ,  " I  saw Joe Doaks today"? 

A. I had a f e e l  it could have been p l a u s i b l e ,  s ir .  
I t  could have happened. He d i d n ' t  v i s i t  t h a t  much. I d o n ' t  
t h ink  he v i s i t e d  on t h e  ground t h a t  much. 

Q. We have had some testimony t h a t  you h e l d  t h a t  
b a t t a l i o n  t o g e t h e r .  You were t h e  guy t h a t  made it go. I n  
your head, do you f e e l  t h a t  was approximately t r u e ?  

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  Colonel BARKER would c e r t a i n l y  d i sagree  
with t h a t .  I worked awfully hard with t h a t  t a s k  fo rce .  That ' s  
why I ' m  q u i t e  upse t  over t h i s  whole th ing .  

Q F i n a l  ques t ion ,  CALHOUN . S o l d i e r s  g e t t i n g  sniped a t  
and t a k i n g  booby t r a p s ,  they can g e t  mean, and they  can t u r n ;  
t h e r e ' s  a c e r t a i n  mood. You know how s o l d i e r s  g e t ,  and 
t h e i r  o f f i c e r s  ou t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  Would Colonel BARKER have 
a f e e l  f o r  what h i s  s o l d i e r s  were th ink ing  and t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  
and t h e i r  moods and what they were doing and how they were 
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a c t i n g  on t h e i r  d a i l y  o p e r a t i o n ?  Would he have a p u l s e  on 
t h e s e  r i f l e  companies and what was going on i n  them i n  o r d e r  
t o  a n t i c i p a t e ,  f o r  example, any danger s i g n s  : a r e  t h e s e  
guys t end ing  t o  g e t  o u t  of hand,  because of t h e  d i r t y  t y p e  
of war fa re  t hey  weae engaged i n ?  

A. 'I'm n o t  s u r e  t h a t  h e  would, s i r .  

MR WALSH: Did Colonel  BARKER v i s i t  wi th  h i s  s t a f f  very 
c l o s e l y ?  

A. I t h i n k  he d i d  on occas ions  and on occas ions  h e  
d i d n ' t ,  s ir .  

Q = Did you e v e r  have a fee l ing- -wel l ,  l e t  me  p u t  it 
t h i s  way. Was your r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  Colonel  BARKER such 
t h a t  you f e l t  t h a t  yod knew eve ry th ing  he  knew d u r i n g  t h e  
p e r i o d  of t ime you s e r v e d  t o g e t h e r ?  

A.  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  o f  t h a t  e i t h e r .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  of t h a t .  

I0 : W e l l ,  I t h i n k  i n  c a r r y i n g  on your d i s c u s s i o n ,  i n  
your  p rev ious  t e s t imony ,  I had shown you a r e p o r t ,  which i s  a 
combat a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  p repared  by Task Force  Barker ;  and 
you a r e  t h e  S 3 .  

A. And I d i d n ' t  s e e  t h e  r e p o r t ,  s i r .  

Q And t h i s  i s  your bus ines s  and you had n o t  s een  t h e  
r e p o r t ?  

At  Pardon me, s ir .  I f  I may, what I ' m  s ay ing  i s  I ' m  
n o t  s u r e  t h a t  I knew e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  he  knew. I know on one 
occas ion ,  I d o n r t  t h i n k  t h a t  I knew e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  h e  knew. 

MR WALSH: The c rux  o f  my q u e s t i o n ,  d i d  it s t a r t l e  you t o  
know t h a t  he would p repa re  a r e p o r t  t h a t  you wou ldn ' t  know 
a b o u t ,  o r  were t h e r e  t h i n g s  t h a t  h e  handled t h a t  h e  wou ldn ' t  
b o t h e r  t o  t e l l  you about?  

A .  I t h i n k  he  would t r y  t o  h e l p  some w i t h  t h e  adminis-
t r a t i o n ,  because a t  n i g h t  I was working q u i t e  ha rd .  
A t  n i g h t  I would work on resupply  and t a l k i n g  w i t h  t h e  rear on 
t h e  l o g i s t i c a l  m a t t e r s .  I would c a l l  t h e  b a t t a l i o n - - t h e  
mother b a t t a l i o n s ,  t h e  a c t u a l  b a t t a l i o n  of t h e  u n i t s ,  
and d i s c u s s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and t h i n g s  of t h i s  n a t u r e  wi th  them; 
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and I t h i n k  i n  some cases  he  might do some of  t h i s  t y p e  of 
work on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  s i d e  t h a t  I probably I should  have 
done myself b u t  d i d  n o t  have t h e  t ime t o  do. 

10: L e t ' s  phrase  t h i s  a d i f f e r e n t  way. You a r e  
t a l k i n g  t o  people--.some people  h e r e  who had r a t h e r  e x t e n s i v e  
combat exper ience?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q The key i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  an o p e r a t i o n  are t h e  
commander and t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r .  

A ,  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q And they  must of n e c e s s i t y  be  a lmost  a l t e r  egos.  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Do you f e e l  a t  a l l  t imes  had t h e  p u l s e  o f  what was 
go ing  on--I'm only  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h i s  opera t ion- - to  t h e  p o i n t  
t h a t  you knew eve ry th ing  t h a t  Colonel BARKER knew? 

A. I t h i n k  a s  f a r  as t h e  companies were concerned,  
s ir ,  and a s  f a r  a s  t h a t  w a s  concerned.  Maybe n o t  paper  
work and t h i n g s  of t h i s  n a t u r e .  

Q No, I ' m  t a l k i n g  about t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  I ' m  n o t  
worr ied  about t h e  paper  work. I am t a l k i n g  about  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n ,  t h e  f e e l  f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  w h a t  I s  going on. 

A .  I f e l t  I d i d ,  s i r .  I f e l t  t h a t  I knew t h e  com-
pan ie s  and what w a s  going on. 

Q Did you f e e l  t h a t  you knew e v e r y t h i n g  Colonel  
BARKER knew? 

A. About t h e  o p e r a t i o n s ?  

Q Yes. 

A. I f e l t  t h a t  I d i d ,  sir. 

& You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a f t e r  you had t r a n s m i t t e d  t h i s  
in format ion  t o  Capta in  MEDINA concerning r e t u r n i n g  C h a r l i e  
Company t o  My Lai ( 4 )  t o  make a body count  of noncombatant 
c a s u a l t i e s  and s o  f o r t h ,  you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  Capta in  MEDINA 
had g iven  you a count  of about  20 t o  30? 
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A. To t h e  , b e s t  of my a b i l i t y .  

Q Over t h e  r a d i o ?  

A. Yes, six. 

Q Now, would it be--and you a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  Sabre  6 ,  General  KOSTER, c u t  i n  and s a i d  
it w a s n ' t  necessary  t o  r e t u r n  and countermanded t h e  o r d e r .  
I f  he d i d  t h a t  wouL,d it a l s o  be  l o g i c a l  t o  assume h e  a l s o  
hea rd  t h e  body count  of 20 t o  30 k i l l e d ?  

A. I suppose s o ,  s ir .  I guess it would b e  l o g i c a l ,  
I 'm n o t  s u r e .  

Q. You i n d i c a t e d ,  t o  c a r r y  on,  t h a t  i f  20 t o  30 
c i v i l i a n s  were k i l l e d ,  t h a t  you wouldn ' t  l i k e  it. But t h e  
ques t ion  i s ,  l i k e  I t  O r  n o t ,  do you f e e l  t h a t  i t  must be 
r e p o r t e d  t o  h i g h e r  headqua r t e r s?  

A. y e s ,  sir. 

Q Can you g i v e  m e  any e x p l a n a t i o n  why t h i s  was n o t  
r epo r t ed  t o  h i g h e r  headqua r t e r s?  

A. Twenty t o  t h i r t y ,  s i r .  I t  was r e p o r t e d  t o  b r i g a d e ,  
sir. 

Q By what means? 

A. We had a l and  l i n e ,  n o t  a l and  l i n e ,  b u t  VHF s h o t  
t o  t h e r e ;  and I r e p o r t e d  it t o  t h e  b r i g a d e ,  s i r ,  i f  I can 
remember c o r r e c t l y .  I donrt remember who I t a l k e d  t o ,  b u t  
it seems t o  me  t h a t  it was r e p o r t e d .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q We can check t h i s  m a t t e r  i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  log?  

A. Maybe I d i d n ' t  do it. Maybe Colonel  BARKER. But 
it seems t o  m e  t h e  b r igade  was n o t i f i e d , ,  and I may be wrong 
on it, sir .  

Q May I have t h e  log?  I w i l l  show you t h e  f i n a l  
midnight wrap-up from t h e  America1 l o g  of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of  t h a t  
d a t e  and ask you i f  you s e e  any r e f e r e n c e  h e r e  t o  any c i v i l i a n s  
be ing  k i l l e d  i n  t h i s  ope ra t ion? .  

A. No, s ir .  I s e e  no wrap--within t h e  wrap-up, i t em 94, 
I s e e  no th ing  mentioned of i t ,  sir .  I cannot g ive  an exp lana t ion  
f o r  t h i s .  

(CALHOUN) 118 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-6 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

-Q With what you know of t h e  f e e l i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  
t h e a t e r  and t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  which have been i s s u e d ,  was it 
not  mandatory t o  r e p o r t  c i v i l i a n  l o s s e s ?  

A .  Yes, sir. 

Q- Can you g ive  any exp lana t ion  whatsoever f o r  t h i s  
no t  having been t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. No, sir, I cannot.  

Q With r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a ,  and recog-
n i z i n g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  was an a r e a  t h a t  was cons idered  t o  be 
under VC c o n t r o l ,  g e n e r a l l y  t o  t h e  e a s t  of My Lai  ( 4 )  , and t o  
t h e  w e s t  was GVN c o n t r o l  and r a t h e r  s t r o n g  c o n t r o l  along Highway 
1, i n  t h e  t h i n k i n g  of ' t h e  command, t h e  t a s k  fo rce  and t h e  b r i -
gade, was t h e r e  a d i f f e r e n t  s e t  of terms of r e fe rence  o r  consid-
e r a t i o n  given t o  ope ra t ions  i n  t h e  VC a r e a  as compared t o  t h o s e  
which may have been conducted i n  t h e  GVN.-controlled a r e a ?  

A ,  What do you mean, s i r ?  I c a n ' t  unders tand what 
you a r e  t a l k i n g  about .  You a r e  t a l k i n g  about d i f f e r e n t  
r e s t r i c t i o n s  of f i r e  and t h i s  s o r t  of t h i n g ,  s i r ?  

Q R e s t r i c t i o n s  where you might p l ace  f i r e ,  f o r  
example, o r  what you might r e p o r t .  This  i s  what I am g e t t i n g  
a t  r i g h t  now, s p e c i f i c a l l y .  I f  you had c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  i n  
VC-controlled a r e a ,  i n  t h e  a r e a  of My Lai  (1), ( 2 )  , ( 3 )  , ( 4 )  , 
o r  (5 )  o u t  i n  t h e  VC-controlled a r e a ,  was t h e r e  a d i f f e r e n t  
cons ide ra t ion  given f o r  those  k i l l e d  i n  t h a t  a r e a  than  i n  
t h e  GVN a r e a ?  

A .  Not t h a t  I know o f ,  s ir .  I d o n ' t  know. The 
handl ing  of c i v i l i a n s  o u t  t h e r e  was t h e  same. To t h e  b e s t  
of my knowledge, s i r ,  I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  answer your q u e s t i o n  
and g ive  you a good s t r a i g h t  answer. 

Q. A s  f a r  as you a r e  concerned, was t h e r e  any
d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n ?  

A .  A s  ' f a r  a s  I am concerned,  s i r ,  a c i v i l i a n  anywhere 
i s  a c i v i l i a n  and should be r epor t ed  'as t h a t ,  s i r . .  This  i s  t h e  
way-I thought w e  ope ra t ed ,  sir ,.and I may be wrong on it. Of 
cour se ,  I ' m  s u r e  it would be d i f f i c u l t  i n  some a r e a s  over  t h e r e  
t o  t e l l  who w e r e  c i v i l i a n s  and who were no t  c i v i l i a n s .  I t h i n k  
you unders tand what I a m  t a l k i n g  about t h e r e .  

Q ,- But I t h i n k  we can a l l  d i f f e r e n t i a t e .  I know 
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t h a t  i n  t h e  ca se  of a male 18 t o  20  y e a r s  o l d ,  f o r  example, 
i t  i s  p r e t t y  hard  t o  say whether he i s  VC o r  what he  i s .  But 
i f  we see  a baby,  f o r  example, we can t e l l  whether  t h a t  is 
a VC o r  n o t ,  I would imagine. 

A.  Yes, s ir .  

Q . This  i s  t h e  k ind  of t h i n g  I am g e t t i n g  a t .  I am 
n o t  g e t t i n g  a t  t h a t  one d i f f i c u l t  problem t h e r e ,  and I a l s o  
recognize  t h a t  a t  t imes  some of t h e  women were employed 
e i t h e r  i n  an armed c a p a c i t y  o r  i n  a p a r a - m i l i t a r y  c a p a c i t y ,  
Let's say.. I recognize  t h o s e  t h i n g s .  

R igh t ,  sir. 

Q .  When w e  say  noncombatants, we can d e f i n e  it a s  
t h o s e  who d e f i n i t e l y  would n o t  be  unde arms o r  would n o t  
be s t r o n g l y  a i d i n g  and a b e t t i n g  t h e  VCi 

Anybody else have any a d d i t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n s ?  

COL FRANKLIN: How do you r e a l l y  t h i n k  t h e  s o l d i e r s  i n  C and 
B Companies p a r t i c u l a r l y  f e l t  about t h e  people  i n  t h i s  a r e a ?  
They hea rd  of  them. What i s  your  f e e l  f o r  i t ?  

A .  
Comp 
neve 

My f e e l  f o r  i t ?  I had no f e e l  f o r  C h a r l i e  
any,  f o r  t h e  people  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  s i r ,  because they  were 
r i n  t h a t  a r e a .  But t h e  people  of Bravo Company, who 

had been down t h e r e  s e v e r a l  t imes  bezo re ,  I t h i n k  r e a l l y  
thought  it w a s  a bad a r e a ,  c o n t r o l l e d  VC a r e a ,  and every-
body t h e r e  was a VC. 

Q Everybody i n  t h e r e  w a s  a VC? 

A .  T h a t ' s  my own opin ion .  I don' t k n . 3 ~what it was. 

Q I ' m  a sk ing  your  op in ion .  Did you have t h e  f e e l i n g
t h a t  i f  some c i v i l i a n  g o t  h u r t  anywhere i n  Task Force Barker ,  
t h a t  Colonel  BARKER was r e a l l y  going t o  g e t  upse t  and ho ld  
t h a t  company commander t o  account?  I mean you know how it 
is .  O u t f i t  commanders s t r e s s  c e r t a i n  t h i n g s .  Was t h e r e  a 
f e e l i n g  i n  t h a t  company t h a t  God h e l p  u s ,  i f  we h u r t  a c i v i l i a n ,  
we a r e  going t o  answer t o  t h e  company commander? 

At I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he  had developed t h a t  w i th  h i s  
company commanders. 

QI Did you e v e r  h e a r  him t a l k  t o  you o r  e x p r e s s  a 
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concern o r  t a l k  t o  anybody e l s e  about  p r o t e c t i n g  c i v i l i a n s ,  
"We've g o t  t o  watch o u t .  Wetve g o t  t o  watch ou r  t r o o p s " ?  
id he  e v e r  e x p r e s s  t h i s  f e e l i n g  du r ing  t h e  couple  o f  months 

you were t o g e t h e r ?  

-1. No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  s i r .  

10: Major CALHOUN, we thank you f o r  r eappea r ing  wi th  
us t h i s  a f t e rnoon .  I f  you have anyth ing  else a t  t h i s  t i m e  
which may a s s i s t  us  i n  our  mi s s ion ,  we would very much 
a p p r e c i a t e  it. Any s t a t emen t s  t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  make, 
any a d d i t i o n a l  in format ion  t h a t  you may have.  

A - No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  know o f ' a n y t h i n g  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,
sir.  

10: And I would a l s o  say i f  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  any of t h i s  
comes back t o  mind, and I know t h a t  you are t r y i n g  t o  
r e c o n s t r u c t  t h i s ,  t o  g e t  a mental  p i c t u r e  o f  what t r a n s p i r e d ,  
i f  any of t h i s  comes back t o  mind i n  t h e s e  c r u c i a l  a r e a s  
which we have been add res s ing ,  we would very much a p p r e c i a t e  
you g e t t i n g  i n  -couch w i t h  u s .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  i f  you t h i n k  of 
any maps, photos , memoranda, any documents o r  m a t e r i a l s  
o r  any th ing  of any form which may a s s i s t  u s ,  w e  would 
a p p r e c i a t e  t h o s e .  

A .  Yes, sir.  

I0 : T h i s  h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s  u n t i l  0900 tomorrow 
morning. You w i l l  b e  f r e e  as f a r  a s  w e  a r e  concerned t o  
r e t u r n  t o  your du ty  s e c t i o n .  

A .  I have t o  appear  b e f o r e  t h e  House tomorrow, s ir ;  
t h e  day a f t e r w a r d s ,  a l s o .  

I0 : W e l l ,  I understood t h i s  w a s  a p o s s i b . i l i t y . 
(Aer ia l  photograph,  E x h i b i t  P-1 a s  anno ta t ed  by 

t h e  w i tnes s  was r e c e i v e d  i n t o  ev idence  and marked E x h i b i t  
P-,171.) 

(:The h.earing r eces sed  a t  1830 hour s ,  1 0  December 
1969.1. 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  0 9 3 0  hours ,  1 0  February 
1970. ) 

10: The he,a?ing w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR : The following named persons a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL MILLER, COL FRANKLIN, LTC 
BAUER, and M A J  LYNN. 

S i r ,  fiajor Charles C.  CALHOUN i s  r e c a l l e d .  

(MAJ ~ H O U Nwas r e c a l l e d ,  was reminded t h a t  he was 
under oa th ,  and t e s t i f i e d  as follows :) 

I 0 : Major CALHOUN, s i n c e  we l a s t  t a l k e d  t o  you i n  t h e  
e a r l y  p a r t  of December, we have gone considerably i n t o  t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  We've t a l k e d  t o  a l a rge  number of people 
s i n c e  then .  A t  t h e  moment, inc luding  y o u r s e l f ,  we've t a l k e d  
t o  something i n  excess  of 350 people.  In  a d d i t i o n ,  we've as-
sembled q u i t e  a l a r g e  number of documents which r e l a t e  t o  
t h e  so-cal led My Lai i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968. I n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  a11 of t h a t ,  we had an opportuni ty t o  go t o  South Vietnam 
t o  t a l k  t o  people i n  t h e  America1 Divis ion ,  b r i e f l y  v i s i t  t h e  
11 th  Brigade, and v i s i t  t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion Headquarters,  and 
t a l k  t o  t h e  people t h e r e ,  We've a l s o  had t h e  oppor tuni ty  t o  
v i s i t  t h e  province headquarters  and Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  head- 
q u a r t e r s ,  and t a l k  t o  both Vietnamese and Americans. W e  v i s -
i t e d  LZ Dot t i e  t o  t a k e  a b r i e f  look a t  t h e  layout  t h e r e ,  and 
we had an oppor tuni ty  t o  v i s i t  so-cal led My Lai ( 4 )  i t s e l f ,  
a c t u a l l y  Thuan Yen Subhamlet, a s  we subsequently discovered.  
And i n  t h e  process ,  of course ,  we've been a b l e  t o  check ou t  
a l o t  of t h e s e  th ings  t h a t  we r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  know a t  t h e  time 
we t a l k e d  t o  you, 

So t h e  purpose f o r  our r e c a l l  of you i s  t o  f i l l  i n  
some gaps and a l s o  t o  recheck some of t h e  s ta tements  which 
you previous ly  made which you w i l l  perhaps expand upon. I 
think, before  we go ahead, t h a t  Colonel MILLER w i l l  have some 
i n s t r u c t i o n s  and information t o  provide.  

COL MILLER: When you appeared and t e s t i f i e d  be fo re  t h i s  in-
v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  December 1969, you were not  suspected of any 
of fense  i n  any way r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
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A s  General  PEERS has  informed you,  we have t a l k e d  
t o  many w i t n e s s e s  and i n  a d d i t i o n  we have examined numerous 
documents and, of cou r se ,  have cons idered  a l l  of t h e s e .  

A s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  in format ion  we've r ece ived  s i n c e  
you l a s t  appeared h e r e ,  w e  must inform you t h a t  you a r e  now 
suspec ted  of having committed s e v e r a l  o f f e n s e s  i n  v i o l a t i o n  
of t h e  Uniform Code of M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e .  These suspec t ed  of -  
f enses  r e l a t e  t o  t h e  Task Force  Barker  o p e r a t i o n s  of March 
1968, i n c l u d i n g  what w e  commonly r e f e r  t o  as t h e  My Lai  i n -  
c i d e n t  of t h e  middle of March 1968. I r e a l i z e  t h i s  is  a mis-
nomer. I t h i n k  you unders tand t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n  about 
which we a r e  t a l k i n g .  These suspec t ed  o f f e n s e s  a r e  immedi-
a t e l y  r e l e v a n t  and m a t e r i a l  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t s  of  t h i s  i n q u i r y .  

I s h a l l  adv ise  you i n  j u s t  a moment what t h e s e  o f -  
f enses  a r e  of which you are suspec t ed  and what your  t e s t i -  
monial r i g h t s  a r e  and about your r i g h t  t o  counse l .  I f  you 
have any q u e s t i o n s ,  I hope y o u ' l l  f e e l  f r e e  t o  a sk  them. 

You are suspec t ed  o f :  

(1) F a i l u r e  t o  obey l a w f u l ,  g e n e r a l  r e g u l a t i o n s  con-
cern ing  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  and t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  a l l e g e d  o r  
suspec ted  war crimes. 

(2) You a r e  a l s o  suspec t ed  o f  d e r e l i c t i o n  of your 
d u t i e s  i n  connec t ion  wi th  t h e  Task Force Barker  o p e r a t i o n  of 
approximately 16 t o  18 March 1968. This  r e f e r s  t o  your ac-
t i o n s  bo th  du r ing  and any followup a c t i o n  which you should 
have t aken  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n .  

( 3 )  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  p l ann ing ,  implementing, 
and subsequent  execu t ion  of  an o p e r a t i o n  which had a s  some 
of i t s  purposes t h e  unlawful and s y s t e m a t i c  d e s t r u c t i o n  of 
p r i v a t e  and p u b l i c  p roper ty  and t h e  k i l l i n g  of  c i v i l i a n s  i n  
v i o l a t i o n  of t h e  laws of war and i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  Uniform 
Code of  M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e .  

( 4 )  You a r e  suspec ted  of  suppress ion  and conspiracy 
t o  suppres s  in format ion  concerning any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of a c t s  
which may have been committed by Task Force Barker  du r ing  t h e  
Task Force Barker o p e r a t i o n s  du r ing  approximately 16 t o  18 
March 1968, which a c t s  themselves  may have been v i o l a t i o n s  of 
t h e  Uniform Code. 
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DO you unders tand  t h e  l i s t i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

COL MILLER: Next,  I want t o  be  c e r t a i n  t h a t  you do unders tand 
your r i g h t s .  C e r t a i n l y  you have t h e  r i g h t  t o  remain s i l e n t ,  
t o  answer no q u e s t i o n s  whatsoever ,  and I a d v i s e  you t h a t  any 
s t a t emen t  you do make may be used i n  ev idence  a g a i n s t  you i n  
a  c r imina l  t r i a l .  You have a r i g h t  t o  c o n s u l t  w i th  counse l ,  
t o  have counse l  a v a i l a b l e ,  and by counsel  I mean a q u a l i f i e d  
lawyer who could  be  p r e s e n t  a t  t h i s  hea r ing  i f  you wish.  This  
counsel  can be  c i v i l i a n  counse l  whom you r e t a i n  a t  your  own ex- 
pense o r  it may be m i l i t a r y  counse l  who would be appoin ted .  I n  
t h e  e v e n t  t h a t  you have a p a r t i c u l a r  counse l  whom you may wish ,  
i f  he is  reasonably  a v a i l a b l e ,  he  w i l l  be made a v a i l a b l e  t o  you 
as counse l .  Now even i f  you dec ide  t o  answer q u e s t i o n s  a t  
t h i s  t ime wi thou t  having counse l ,  you may s t o p  answering ques- 
t i o n s  a t  any t i m e  and you may a l s o  r e q u e s t  t h e  appointment of  
counse l  a t  any t ime.  I n  o t h e r  words, you may r e f u s e  t o  test-
i f y ,  you may have counse l ,  you may r e q u e s t  counse l  a t  any 
t i m e ,  and you can s t o p  q u e s t i o n s  a t  any t i m e .  Do you under- 
s t a n d  t h i s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

COL MILLER: Would you l i k e  me t o  go i n t o  them any f u r t h e r ,  
s t a t emen t  of t h e  o f f e n s e s  o r  r i g h t  t o  counse l?  

A. No,., sir .  

COL MILLER: A t  t h i s  t ime do you wish t o  have counse l?  

A. S i r ,  I would l i k e  t o  c o n s u l t  w i th  counse l  s i n c e  I 
am now be ing  s u s p e c t e a  of an o f f e n s e .  

COL MILLER: I t a k e  it you would p r e f e r  t o  do t h a t  b e f o r e  you 
answer any ques t ions .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t ime .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  0945 h o u r s ,  1 0  February 
1970.) 
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( T h e  hearing 	reconvened a t  1155 hours,  11 F e b r u a r y  
1970.1 


I0: T h e  h e a r i n g  w i l l  c o m e  t o  order. 


RCDR : T h e  f o l l o w i n g  n a m e d  persons are present :  LTG P E E R S ,  

MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL MILLER,  COL FRANKLIN, LTC 

BAUER, and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  hear ing  recal ls  M a j o r  C h a r l e s  C. CALHOUN. 

(MAJ CALHOUN w a s  cal led as a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  r e m i n d e d  
t h a t  he w a s  	s t i l l  under o a t h ,  and t e s t i f i e d  as f o l l o w s  :) 

A r e  you represented by counsel?  

A. 	 Y e s ,  sir. 

RCDR : W i l l  counse l  please s ta te  h i s  name, r a n k ,  Social 
S e c u r i t y  n u m b e r ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n ?  

I C : C a p t a i n  John J.  PALLAM, Judge A d v o c a t e  G e n e r a l ' s  
C o r p s ,  Social S e c u r i t y  n u m b e r  1 ,  O f f i c e  of T h e  Judge 
A d v o c a t e  G e n e r a l ,  Washington, D. C .  

COL MILLER: C a p t a i n ,  are you a l a w y e r  a d m i t t e d  t o  the prac-
t i ce  of l a w ?  

I C :  	 Y e s ,  s i r ,  I am. 

COL MILLER: Y e s t e r d a y  you asked f o r  counse l ,  and C a p t a i n  
PALLAM has been provided. A r e  you s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  h i s  reprc-
s e n t a t i o n ?  

A. 	 Y e s ,  s i r .  

COL MILLER: Do you have any ques t ions  t h a t  you w a n t  t o  ask 

about the procedures before w e  s t a r t ?  


IC : NO, s i r .  


COL MILLER: A r e  you w i l l i n g  t o  a n s w e r  q u e s t i o n s  o r  t o  m a k e  

a s t a t e m e n t  	today? 

A .  	 Y e s ,  sir. 
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COL MILLER: You understand you w i l l  have t h e  p r i v i l e g e  t o  
r e f u s e  t o  answer ques t ions  e i t h e r  s i n g u l a r l y  o r  i n  groups,  
o r  concerning any p a r t i c u l a r  a reas .  

A. ' Yes, s ir .  

10: Major CALHOUN, I i n d i c a t e d  t o  you yesterday t h a t  
I thought we had assehbled q u i t e  a mass of information con-
cern ing  what has t r a n s p i r e d ,  and t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of it. 
What we want .to do i s  t r y  t o  f i l l  i n  some gaps between t h e  
information t h a t  w e  have taken i n  testimony b e f o r e ,  and a l s o  
t o  expand upon some of your previous testimony. I ' l l  ask 
M r .  WEST he re  t o  l ead  t h e  d i scuss ion  t h i s  morning. 

MR WEST: Major CALHOUN, w e  won't  t ake  you back over  your 
e n t i r e  testimony, bu t  i n s t e a d  w e t l l  focus on p a r t i c u l a r  i tems 
and t r y  t o  c l e a r  up con t rad ic t ions  with evidence t h a t  we've 
rece ived ,  poss ib ly  b r i n g  out  a d d i t i o n a l  evidence which w e  
f e e l  you know o r  i s  known. The f i r s t  mat te r  t h a t  I ' l l  r e f e r  
t o  i s  t h e  conception of t h e  Son My opera t ion .  We're aware 
t h a t  t h e r e  had been p r i o r  opera t ions  i n  t h i s  a r e a  of t h e  ex-
tended A 0  below t h e  r i v e r  t h e r e .  Who conceived t h e  i d e a  of 
g e t t i n g  an A 0  ex tens ion  and going i n  again i n  t h e  opera t ion  
t h a t  was begun on t h e  1 6 t h  of March, 1968? 

(COL ARMSTRONG en te red  t h e  hear ing  room.) 

A .  Colonel BARKER, s ir .  

Q t  What was t h e  primary purpose of t h a t  opera t ion?  

A.  S i r ,  t h e - p r i m a r y  purpose of ' t he  opera t ion  was t o  
make contac t  wi th  t h e  known 48th VC Ba t t a l ion  i n  t h a t  a r e a , ,  
and des t roy  t h a t  h , a t t a l i o n  i f  poss ib le .  

Q Who.part ic ipated i n  t h e  planning of t h a t  opera t ion?
We understand, f o r  example, t h a t  it had been planned f o r  an 
e a r l i e r  time and cancel led  a t  t h e  l a s t  minute. There was 
cons iderable  confe r r ing  back and f o r t h  i n  t h e  Son Tinh D i s -
t r i c t  headquarters .  Can you t e l l  us t h e  d e t a i l s  of t h e  plan-
ning t h a t  went on i n  t h e  days j u s t  before  t h e  opera t ion  took 
p lace?  

A. Yes, s i r .  A s  I t h i n k  I s t a t e d  i n  my p r i o r  t e s t i -
mony, s i r ,  I could poss ib ly  have been on TDY i n  Saigon a t  
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t h i s  t ime .  Having thought  about t h i s ,  I cannot r e c a l l  whether 
it was du r ing  t h e  p lanning  phase o r  j u s t  immediately a f t e r  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n .  

Q We have r ece ived  ev idence  t h a t  you werc t h e r e  
throughout  t h i s  pe r iod .  

A. Yes, s ir .  I want t o  make t h a t  p o i n t  c l e a r .  Having 
thought  about it, I am no t  s u r e  i f  it w a s  immediately b e f o r e  
o r  a f t e r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  I went t o  USARV on a TDY t r i p .  

Q Would you d e s c r i b e  t h e  e x t e n t  of t h e  conferences  
wi th  t h e  GVN a u t h o r i t i e s ,  o r  t h e  ARVN a u t h o r i t i e s ,  o r  pos-
s i b l y  t h e  prov ince  d i s t r i c t  a d v i s o r s ,  t h a t  went i n t o  t h i s  
p lanning  b e f o r e  you kicked o f f .  

A .  S i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c  meetings p r i o r  t o  
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  postponement of t h e  op-
e r a t i o n .  Can you g i v e  m e  some s p e c i f i c s  t h a t  I could  t h i n k  
about and t r y  t o  answer? 

Q • Y e s .  We understood t h a t  Colonel  BARKER, du r ing
t h e  2 weeks p r i o r  t o  t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  made sev-
eral t r i p s  t o  Headquar ters ,  2d RRVN Div i s ion .  We are con-
f i d e n t  t h a t  you accompanied him on more t h a n  one occas ion  
and t h a t  Major GAVIN was appa ren t ly  consu l t ed  on t h e  opera-
t i o n  and on occas ion  v i s i t e d  the t a s k  f o r c e  TOC. I was going 
t o  come t o  a q u e s t i o n  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  of Major G A V I N ' s  p a r t i -
c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  planning.  

A .  S i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  accompanying Colonel  BARKER down 
t o  t h e  2d ARVN D i v i s i o n  headqua r t e r s  except  one t i m e ,  and 
t h a t  was p r e v i o u s l y ,  on one of t h e  o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n s .  Colonel  
GAVIN s topped by ou r  TOC q u i t e  a few t i m e s ,  n o t  d a i l y ,  b u t  
s e v e r a l  t i m e s  du r ing  t h e  week. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c s  
about this  p a r t i c u l a r  ope ra t ion .  

Q. W e l l ,  d i d  h e  p a r t i c i p a t e ,  perhaps ,  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  
of supp ly ing  in format ion  on t h e  enemy s i t u a t i o n ?  

A. S i r ,  when we ope ra t ed  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  we normally 
con tac t ed  Colonel  GAVIN and g o t  h i s .  knowledge of what h e  
knew of t h e '  enemy s i t u a t i o n ,  

Q. Well ,  ou r  s p e c i f i c  i n fo rma t ion  on th.e temporary 
c a n c e l l a t i o n  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was your t a s k  f o r c e  l e a r n e d  from 
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Major GAVIN t h a t  t h e  VC had p u l l e d  ou t  of t k e  a r e a .  The ou t -
f i t  you were a f t e r  was n o t  i n  t h e r e .  Accordingly,  it was . 
postponed.  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. S i r ,  I do n o t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  

Q Was it e v e r  planned f o r  t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion  o r  
o t h e r  ARVN u n i t s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  f o r  it t o  
b e  a j o i n t  o p e r a t i o n ,  f o r  them t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  it i n  some 
way? 

A .  Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  It seems t o  me t h a t  I re-
member something about  them on a followup o p e r a t i o n .  But I 
d o n ' t  remember t h e  d e t a i l s .  I t h i n k  they  came i n  t h e  a r e a  
a f t e r  t h e  i n i t i a l  day. I t h i n k  they  were t o  go o u t  i n  t h e  
a r e a  and conduct t h e i r  own o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  n o t  i n  con junc t ion  
w i t h  us .  

Q. Well,  you had g o t t e n  an A 0  ex t ens ion  i n t o  what was 
an a r e a  t h a t  w a s  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion .  

A .  Yes, s i r .  

Q. Did you t a k e  i n t o  account  any of t h e i r  o b j e c t i v e s
i n  p lanning  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l ,  s i r .  

Q. L e t  m e  ask you t h i s  q u e s t i o n .  You had ope ra t ed  i n  
t h i s  a r e a  b e f o r e ,  and you had cons ide rab le  t r o u b l e  o p e r a t i n g  
t h e r e ,  we unders tand ,  because of t h e  presence  of t h e  c i v i l i a n  
popu la t ion  i n  t h e  area. Now, w a s  one of t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  of 
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t o  move t h e  c i v i l i a n  popula t ion?  

A.  S i r ,  are you s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  r e l o -
c a t i o n  o f  c i v i l i a n s ?  

Q. Was a p a r t  of t h e  p l an  t o  r e l o c a t e  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. S i r ,  I don1.t  remember s p e c i f i c a l l y  whether  it was 
or n o t  a t  this t ime ,  b u t  t he r e  p o s s i b l y  was some thought  
g iven  t o  moving t h e  c i v i l i a n s  i n t o  a r e fugee  c e n t e r .  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  t h e  e x a c t  p l an .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  d i s c u s s i n g  t h i s  problem wi th  Colonel  
BARKER: be ing  hampered i n  p r i o r  o p e r a t i o n s  by t h e  presence  
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of a s u b s t a n t i a l  number of i n h a b i t a n t s  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  i n d i c a t i n g  
t h a t  t h i s  was a problem, t h a t  you could o p e r a t e -i n  t h e r e  b e t -
t e r  i f  you had them moved out?  

A .  S i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I could poss ib ly  have d iscus-
sed it a t  t h a t  t ime. 

Q How was t h i s  opera t ion  c lea red  now? How was t h e  
plan c lea red  wi th  t h e  br igade and d i v i s i o n ?  How was t h a t  
done? 

A. S i r ,  when we asked fox an AO,  a r e a  of opera t ion  ex-
t e n s i o n ,  from t h e  b r igade ,  it went t o  d i v i s i o n  and then  from 
the d i v i s i o n  down t o  t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion ,  and then  back up, 
and back t o  us f o r  c learance  of t h e  a rea  of opera t ion .  

Q How d i d  you go about t h i s ?  Did you o u t l i n e  t h e  
concepts and t h e  p lans ,  what you proposed t o  do? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q Was t h i s  done f o r  both br igade  and d i v i s i o n ?  

A. S i r ,  I c a n ' t  answer f o r  d i v i s i o n .  

Q The br igade  would have taken c a r e  of t h a t ?  

A.  Yes, s i r ,  I assume. 

Q What o the r  c learances  d i d  you need bes ides  t h e  A 0  
c learance?  You were going t o  have an a r t i l l e r y  p repara t ion .  
You would be l i f t e d  i n  by h e l i c o p t e r s .  You were going t o  
have gunships. What about TAC a i r ?  

A,= S i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any TAC a i r  being employed i n  
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  'operat ion.  

Q. You d i d  have a FAC? 

A .  Yes, s i r .  There was a FAC i n  t h e  a r e a .  

Q TAC a i r  plans d i d n ' t  extend beyond having a FAC i n  
the  a rea?  

That '.s r i g h t .  
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MR MACCRATE: Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  Major CALHOUN, 
o f  your v i s i t  t o  t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion  p r i o r  t o  t h e  e a r l i e r  
o p e r a t i o n  which you r e f e r r e d  t o ,  when you went down wi th  Col-
one l  BARKER. Could you t e l l  us about t h a t  v i s i t ?  

A. . Y e s ,  sir. W e  went down and t a l k e d  w i t h  t h e  2d 
ARVN Div i s ion  adv i so r  who w a s  a f u l l  co lone l .  

Q Colonel  ULSACKER? 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  was h i s  name, s i r .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  
b u t  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  w a s  h i s  name. Colonel  BARKER o u t l i n e d  
t h e  concept of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  he would l i k e  t o  run oh 
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n  i n  conjunc t ion  wi th  t h e  ARVN, and 
they  d i scussed  it. The co lone l  thought  it was a good con-
c e p t .  We went back t o  LZ D o t t i e  a f t e r  d i s c u s s i n g  t h i s  wi th  
him, r e t u r n e d  back t o  Quang Ngai C i ty  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n ,  and 
went o u t  t o  a r eg imen ta l  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  an ARVN r eg imen ta l  
headqua r t e r s .  There t h e  coo rd ina t ion  and b r i e f i n g  of t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n  took  p l a c e .  

Q And you met t h e r e  Colonel  TOAN? 

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir.  I t  might have been.  

Q The commanding gene ra l  of t h e  2d ARVN Div is ion?  

A.  I t h i n k  s o ,  s i r ,  I ' m  no t  s u r e .  

I0: Do you r e c a l l ' w h i c h  regiment  you went t o ?  Was it 
t h e  4 th  o r  t h e  6 t h ?  

A .  No, s i r ,  I d o n E t  r e c a l l .  

MR MACCRATE: And t h i s  meeting took p l ace  i n  t h e  2d ARVN corn-, 
pound i n  Quang Ngai C i t y ?  

A.  S i r ,  it  seems t o  m e ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my memory, t h a t  
it w a s  n o t  i n  t h e  2d ARVN compound b u t  on t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of Quang 
Ngai C i t y .  I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you e x a c t l y  where it w a s .  I 
t h i n k  where t h i s  regiment  w a s  l o c a t e d  was on t h e  o u t s k i r t s  
t h e r e ,  and t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  took p l ace  i n  a t e n t  t h a t  was o u t  
t h e r e .  

Q Was t h i s  up on a h i l l  a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r ?  
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Q A l l  r i g h t .  What p l an  d i d  you t h e n  make a s  t o  what 
t o  do w i t h  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of t h e  a r e a ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any p l a n s .  W e  had no s 2 e c i f i c  p l ans .  

Q Now tes t imony is  e i t h e r  you and perhaps  Captain  
KOTOUC bo th  t a l k e d  du r ing  t h e  b r i e f i n g  of t h e  company com-
manders on t h e  1 5 t h  of March, a b r i e f i n g  on t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
s i t u a t i o n ,  and i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  48th Local  Force B a t t a l i o n  
w a s  i n  t h e r e  i n  some s t r e n g t h .  A b a t t a l i o n  headqua r t e r s  
was i n  t h e r e .  VC s t r e n g t h  was p r e t t y  h i g h ,  maybe around 
perhaps 250, 300.  Is t h i s  c o r r e c t  now? Have I g o t  t h e  r i g h t  
p i c t u r e ?  

A *  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q I ' d  l i k e  t o  ask you what t h e  sou rce  of t h i s  i n t e l -
l i g e n c e  was? You seemed t o  be  c o n f i d e n t  t hey  w e r e  r e a l l y  i n  
t h e r e  and t h a t  a ha rd  f i g h t  would be coming up as you moved 
a g a i n s t  t h e  f o r c e .  What w a s  t h e  sou rce  of t h i s  i n t e l l i g e n c e ?  
Were you s u r e  of i t ?  

A. S i r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my memory--of c o u r s e ,  we had 
been t h e r e  tw ice  b e f o r e ,  and t h i s  was knowing t h a t  t hey  had 
a headqua r t e r s  t h e r e .  To t h e  b e s t  of  my memory, o u r  i n -
t e l l i g e n c e  was provided by t h e  G 2  and t h e  l i a i s o n  v i s i t s  t h a t  
t h e  52 might have made wi th  t h e  d i s t r i c t  and t h e  d i s t r i c t  head-
q u a r t e r s .  

Q L e t  me p i n  it down a l i t t l e  more. Whose word were 
you t a k i n g  f o r  t h i s ,  t h a t  t h e  VC were i n  t h e r e  i n  t h e  i n d i -
c a t e d  s t r e n g t h ?  Whose e s t i m a t e s ,  whose r e p o r t s  were you r e -
l y i n g  on? 

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whose estimate it w a s .  

Q • You had an S 2 ,  Captain  KOTOUC? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. W a s  t h i s  h i s  e s t i m a t e  o f  t h e  enemy s i t u a t i o n ?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, I can assume t h a t  it 
w a s .  
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Q Do you know whether  t h e  p rov ince ,  o r  d i s t r i c t ,  o r  
ARVN a u t h o r i t i e s  agreed  w i t h  t h i s ?  

A .  No, s ir .  

Q Do you know whether  t h e  b r i g a d e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o r  
t h e  d i v i s i o n  i n t e l l i g e n c e  w e r e  i n  agreement? 

A .  No, sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q One o t h e r  p o i n t  t h a t  w a s  i n  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  b r i e f i n g .  
A t  0 7 0 0  t h e  n e x t  morning,  most i f  n o t  a l l  o f  t h e  Vietnamese 
i n h a b i t a n t s  i n  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  you w e r e  go ing  t o  move i n t o  would 
be gone t o  marke t ,  o u t  of  harm's  way. Do you r e c a l l  t h i s ?  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h i s  was a c t u a l l y  s a i d .  L ike  
I s a i d  i n  my p r e v i o u s  t e s t i m o n y ,  it sounds r e a s o n a b l e  i n  t h a t  
t h e y  do move t o  t h e  market  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning. 

Q You w e r e  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s i r ,  b u t  I d o n t t  r e c a l l ;  I would s a y ,  y e s ,  
s i r .  I j u s t  d o n ' t  remember t h a t  it was s a i d ,  t o  b e  p e r f e c t l y  
f r a n k .  

Q We have q u i t e  c l e a r  t e s t imony  from Cap ta in  KOTOUC 
and o t h e r s  t h a t  t h i s  was s a i d .  Do you r e c a l l  i t ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q .  Wasn't t h i s  a r a t h e r  key p o i n t  t h a t  h e  made, a s i g -
n i f i c a n t  t h i n g ?  D i s r ega rd  t h a t  q u e s t i o n .  L e t  m e  a sk  you a 
h y p o t h e t i c a l  q u e s t i o n .  L e t ' s  assume t h a t  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  w a s  
made t h a t  i n  t h i s  a r e a  of  o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  you were about  t o  
move i n t o ,  t h e r e  a r e  some i n h a b i t a n t s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e s .  A 
s t a t e m e n t  is  made, by 0700  hours  t h e  n e x t  morning, t h e  16th, 
t h a t  t h e  women and c h i l d r e n  and o t h e r  Vietnamese i n h a b i t a n t s  
w i l l  a l l  b e  o u t  o f  t h e  a r e a ,  gone t o  market .  Anybody l e f t  
t h e r e  w i l l  be VC o r  VC sympath ize rs .  L e t ' s  assume t h a t  
s t a t e m e n t  was made. Would you b e l i e v e  it from your  exper-
i e n c e ?  

A.  S i r ,  based  on p r e v i o u s  exper ien .ce ,  t h e y  d i d  move 
t o  t h e  market  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning. I c o u l d n ' t  assume t h a t  
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everyone o u t  of  t h e  e n t i r e  v i l l a g e  went. I ' m  n o t  capable  of 
making t h a t  assumption.  

Q I t  would h a r d l y  be c r e d i b l e  t h a t  a l l  of  t h e  people
would go t o  market ,  a l l  of t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s ?  I ' m  n o t  
t a l k i n g  about VC,  o r  m i l i t a r y ,  o r  NVA, b u t  t h e  people  t h a t  
l i v e d  i n  t h e  p l a c e .  I t  wouldn ' t  be  c r e d i b l e  t h a t  everybody 
would p u l l  up and l e a v e  a t  0700 and go t o  market? 

A. I wouldn ' t  t h i n k  s o ,  s i r .  

Q L e t  m e  ask you t h i s .  You h e l d  a b r i e f i n g  f o r  t h e  
company commanders. Was Capta in  RIGGS t h e r e ,  t h e  commander 
of ~ / 3 / 1 ?  

A.0 S i r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of  my knowledge, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
Captain  R I G G S  was t h e r e .  

Q. Capta in  RIGGS was i n  command of A/3/1 which was t o  
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  w a s n ' t  he? 

A. Yes, s ir .  a 

Q How d i d  he r e c e i v e  h i s  o r d e r s ?  

A .  S i r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of  my knowledge, I t h i n k  t h a t  
Colonel  BARKER picked him up i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  and b r i e f e d  
him on t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q A 1 1  r i g h t .  Do you remember t h e  a v i a t i o n  u n i t s  b e i n g
rep re sen ted  t h e r e  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  by Major WATKE, f o r  ex-
ample, from Bravo Company of t h e  123d,  o r  somebody from t h e  
174th? 

A. S i r ,  i n  my prev ious  t e s t imony ,  I s a i d  I could n o t  
r e c a l l  whether t hey  were t h e r e ,  b u t  i t ' s  r ea sonab le  t h a t  
t hey  would be  t h e r e ,  s i r .  

Q. Have you thought  back over  it now? Do you remem-
b e r ?  

A. N o ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember. I s t i l l  say t h a t  it 
would be r ea sonab le  t h a t  t hey  would be  t h e r e .  
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Q I ' v e  been over  your p r i o r  tes t imony.  You gave 
a s t a t emen t  t o  t h e  C I D  s i n c e  you 've  been h e r e .  I n o t i c e ,  
whether i n t e n t i o n a l l y  o r  n o t ,  you skipped over  one r a t h e r  
impor tan t  t h i n g  t h a t  happened du r ing  t h i s  b r i e f i n g ,  and t h a t  
i s  what w a s  s a i d  by Colonel  BARKER t o  t h e  company commanders. 
A s  you remember, Colonel  HENDERSON opened it. You gave a 
map o r i e n t a t i o n . '  Colonel  BARKER spoke. I ' d  l i k e  t o  have 
your  v e r s i o n  of what Colonel  BARKER t o l d  t h e  company com-
manders concerning t h e  upcoming o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  was t o  s t a r t  
t h e  nex t  morning. 

A. S i r ,  I c a n t  t remember any s p e c i f i c s  t h a t  he s a i d .  

Q Well,  we've r ece ived  t h e  tes t imony of  s e v e r a l  
o t h e r  people  t h a t  were t h e r e ,  and they  d i d n ' t  have any t r o u -
b l e  remembering it. I t  would be  r a t h e r  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  t h e  
o r d e r s  he gave t o  h i s  company commanders, 

I C  :. S i r ,  may I make a comment f o r  t h e  r e c o r d .  The 
f a c t  i s  t h a t  wh i l e  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  has  taken on cons ide rab le  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  s i n c e  t h e  t ime of t h e  operat ion--

0 

MR WEST: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I d o n ' t  want you t o  t e s t i f y  i n  h e r e .  
You c o n s u l t  w i t h  your c l i e n t ,  and he  can exp res s  h i s  i n a b i l -
i t y  t o  r e c o l l e c t .  

A. S i r ,  I ' m  s o r r y ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c s  t h a t  
were s a i d  du r ing  t h e  b r i e f i n g s .  Other people  may recal l  
t h i n g s  t h a t  I d o n ' t ,  and I can r e c a l l  t h i n g s  o t h e r  people  
don", b u t  I d o n ' t  remember any s p e c i f i c s  of t h e  b r i e f i n g .  

10: We'l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t ime f o r  approximately  one 
hour .  

[The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1230 hour s ,  11 February 
1970.) 

(.The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1330 hour s ,  11 
February 1970. ) 

I0 : The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, MR 
WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL MILLER,  COL F R A N K L I N ,  LTC 
BAUER, and MAJ  LYNN. 
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S i r ,  Major CALHOUN i s  r e c a l l e d .  

Major CALHOUN, I remind you t h a t  you remain under 
oa th  be fo re  t h i s  hea r ing ,  

MR WEST: Major CALHOUN, I was i n q u i r i n g  about t h e  o rde r s  
given by Colonel BARKER t o  t h e  company commanders on t h e  
15th .  If I remember c o r r e c t l y ,  you s a i d  you d i d n ' t  r e c a l l  
j u s t  what he  t o l d  you? 

A .- No, s i r .  

Q Perhaps I can r e f r e s h  your memory a l i t t l e .  Cap-
t a i n  VAZQUEZ, t h e  ALO, was one of t h e  persons who a t tended  
t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  and I quote  a  p o r t i o n  of h i s  tes t imony:  

"Q. A t  t h a t  b r i e f i n g ,  what d i d  Colonel BARKER 
t e l l  his u n i t  commanders t h a t  he  wanted them 
t o  do? 

"A. He t o l d  them t o  make s u r e  they  g o t  t h e  
t r o o p s  i n  t h e r e  a g g r e s s i v e l y ,  c l o s e  i n  wi th  t h e  
enemy. I n  o t h e r  words, c lose  i n  a£te r  t h e  i n -
i t i a l  p repa ra t ion .  I f  they  needed some suppor t ,  
t hey  could s t o p  t h e i r  advance i f  it was r e a l l y  
necessa ry ,  b u t  o therwise  he wanted them t o  go 
f u l l  b l a s t  and c l o s e  i n  b e f o r e  t h e  enemy got  a 
chance t o  move o u t . "  

That l ' s  a l l  on t h a t  p o i n t .  And t h e n  t h e r e  was another  ques-
t i o n  : 

"Q. Did he say anything about des t roy ing  t h e  
bunkers ,  t h e  hootches , k i l l i n g  t h e  l i v e s t o c k ,  
and t h i n g s  of t h i s  n a t u r e ? "  

And Captain VAZQUEZ s a i d :  

"A, No, sir. There ''s noth ing  t o  my knowledge 
t h a t  he  -mentioned about those  i tems.  I don 't 

. r e c a l l  him e v e r  mentioning any l i v e s t o c k  o r  any-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  

"Q. Did he mention something t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  
a l l  t h e  people had gone t o  market,  and everyone 
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who remained would be  e i t h e r  VC o r  VC sympath izers ,  
and go i n  and c l e a n  t h a t  p l a c e  o u t ?  

"A. Right .  But I never  heard  Colonel  BARKER t e l l  
anybody t o  burn a v i l l a g e ,  t h e  reason  be ing  I know 
f o r  a f a c t  h e  was a g a i n s t  burn ing  t h e  hootches ,  
and s o  w a s  t h e  S 3 .  I' 

And t h a t  was about  a l l  on t h a t  p o i n t ,  b u t  h e  l a t e r  s a i d  t h a t  
he  d i d  n o t  hea r  a l l  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  Another person who a t -  
tended t h e  b r i e f i n g  was Capta in  KOTOUC. H e  was somewhat more 
p o s i t i v e  about  what Colonel  BARKER s a i d  du r ing  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  
During h i s  t es t imony,  t h e r e  was t h i s  q u e s t i o n  and answer: 

"Q. Were any i n s t r u c t i o n s  given concerning t h e  
d e s t r u c t i o n  of  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

"A. Yes, s i r ,  t h e r e  w a s .  Colonel  BARKER s a i d  h e  
wanted t h e  a r e a  c leaned  o u t .  H e  wanted i t  neu-
t r a l i z e d .  He wanted t h e  b u i l d i n g s  knocked down. 
He wanted t h e  hootches  burned. H e  wanted t h e  
t u n n e l s  f i l l e d  i n ,  and he wanted t h e  l i v e s t o c k  
and ch ickens  run o f f ,  o r  k i l l e d ,  o r  des t royed .  
Colonel  BARKER d i d  no t  say  anyth ing  about  k i l -  
l i n g  any c i v i l i a n s ,  s i r ,  nor  d i d  I .  H e  wanted t o  
n e u t r a l i z e  t h e  a r e a . "  

And t h e  followin'g q u e s t i o n  is :  

"Q. When d i d  he  g i v e  t h e s e  i n s t r u c t i o n s ? "  

And h e  exp la ined  t h i s  was t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e ,  on t h e  1 5 t h .  

"Q.  Who had a u t h o r i t y  a t  t h a t  t i m e  t o  g i v e  an 
o r d e r ,  o r  t o  approve a d i r e c t i v e  t o  burn a v i l -
l a g e ,  o r  t o  d e s t r o y  i t ? "  

A f t e r  t h e  w i t n e s s  c o n s u l t e d  wi th  counse l ,  he  answered: 

"A,  I n  a l l  hones ty ,  I do n o t  r e c a l l ,  s i r .  I 
cannot  remember. I took o r d e r s  from Colonel  
BARKER, The ones  h e  gave,  I accep ted  a s  l e g a l  
o r d e r s .  And t h a t  w a s  t h e  way it w a s .  

"Q. You d i d  n o t  a c c e p t  t h i s  a s  an i l l e g a l  o r d e r ? "  
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"A. No, s i r ,  I d i d  n o t .  

" Q .  We'd l i k e  you t o  a g a i n  s t a t e  t o  t h e  b e s t  of  
your  a b i l i t y  what Colonel  BARKER s a i d  t h a t  you 
would do wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  My L a i  ( 4 )  . 
"A. Colonel  BARKER s a i d  h e  wanted t h e  d e f e n s i v e  
p o s i t i o n s  des t royed ,  t h e  bunkers ,  t h e  t renchwork,  
and t h e  t u n n e l s ,  i f  w e  cou ld  f i n d  them. He wanted 
t h e  hootches  knocked down. I n  a c a s e  where t hey  
could burn them, t o  burn them up. H e  wanted t h e  
l i v e s t o c k  and chickens  t o  be  run o f f ,  o r  e l s e  des-  
t r o y  them. Run them off and g e t  them o u t  of t h e  
area. " 

On t h e  same s u b j e c t ,  Capta in  MEDINA: 

"Q. Who i s s u e d  t h e s e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  you? 

"A.  Colonel  BARKER i n s t r u c t e d  me t o  burn and des-  
t r o y  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t o  d e s t r o y  any l i v e s t o c k ,  wate r  
b u f f a l o ,  p i g s ,  ch ickens ,  and c l o s e  any w e l l s  w e  
might f i n d  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

"Q. I ' d  l i k e  t o  r e g r e s s  f o r  j u s t  a moment. Come 
back t o  your i n s t r u c t i o n s  and d i r e c t i o n s  and s o  
f o r t h .  Did you have a combat o r d e r  i s s u e d  t o  you 
i n  w r i t t e n  form? 

"A. No, s i r ,  I d i d  n o t .  

"Q. Did you r e c e i v e  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  concern ing  
what you were t o  do wi th  t h e  c i v i l  popu la t ion  when 
you burned t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

"A. No, s ir ,  I d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  what 
t o  do w i t h  t h e  c i v i l  popu la t ion .  From what I w a s  
t o l d ,  t h e r e  would be  no c i v i l i a n  popu la t ion  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  Any men, any women and c h i l d r e n  would be  
gone t o  market a t  0 7 0 0  hours .  

"Q. No p l a n s  w e r e  made t o  t a k e  c a r e  of t h e s e  women 
and c h i l d r e n  o r  t h o s e  t h a t  might have been o f f  t o  
market  and come home t o  s e e  a  burned v i l l a g e ?  
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"A.  No, s i r .  There were no p l ans  made. There w a s  
no i n s t r u c t i o n  issued--made a s  t o  what t o  do i n  c a s e  
t h e r e  were any c i v i l i a n s .  

"Q. Would you q u e s t i o n  Colonel  BARKER'S d i r e c t i v e  
t o  burn' t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

"A. N o ,  s i r ,  I d i d  n o t .  I asked him i f - -he  t o l d  me 
t o  burn t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t o  k i l l  t h e  l i v e s t o c k ,  and wa te r  
b u f f a l o e s ,  p i g s ,  and chickens  and whatnot ,  and t o  
c l o s e  t h e  w e l l s .  The reason be ing  t h a t  t h i s  was a 
headqua r t e r s  of VC. The v i l l a g e  was t h e  headqua r t e r s  
o f  t h e  48th VC B a t t a l i o n .  We were going i n  t o  
complete ly  c l e a r  t h e  a r e a  o u t  s o  t h a t  t h e y  
would n o t  have a b a s e  of o p e r a t i o n s  t o  work from." 

Does t h i s  r e f r e s h  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n  any a s  t o  what Colonel  
BARKER s a i d  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any mention of  burn ing ,  as 
I t e s t i f i e d  b e f o r e ,  any mention of  burn ing  o r  d e s t r o y i n g  l i v e -  
s tock .  

Q. You were s t a n d i n g  t h e r e  b e s i d e  him as h e  i s s u e d  t h o s e  
i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether I was s t a n d i n g  b e s i d e  
him o r  n o t .  

Q. Other  people  s ay  you were. 

W e l l ,  s i r ,  I ' m  s o r r y .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

A l l  r i g h t .  

A. I know it was mentioned about be ing  a g g r e s s i v e ,  
b u t  I thought  t h a t  had been mentioned by Colonel  HENDERSON 
e a r l i e r .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  Colonel  BARKER speaking  o f  t h i s  a s  
a  s ea rch  and d e s t r o y  miss ion? 

A. No, s ir ,  n o t  t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  I t  very w e l l  cou ld  
have been a sea rch  and d e s t r o y  miss ion ,  y e s ,  s i r .  
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Q- Now, d i d n ' t  you p l an  i t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q- Was it a sea rch  and d e s t r o y  miss ion?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it b e i n g  a 
s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  miss ion.  I t  very w e l l  could  have been 
a s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  miss ion ,  s i r .  

I0 : W e l l ,  f i rst  w e  have t o  e s t a b l i s h  what you t h i n k  
a s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  miss ion is .  

A. My opin ion  o f  a s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  mis s ion ,  s i r ,  i s  
t o  go i n t o  a known VC a r e a  and d e s t r o y  t h e  t u n n e l  networks,  
s u p p l i e s ,  and t h i n g s  of t h i s  n a t u r e .  I n  a s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y ,  
I would l i k e  t o  add ,  t h a t  i n  no way does it conno ta t e  t h e  
k i l l i n g  of i nnocen t  c i v i l i a n s  on a s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y .  

Q - Does it connota te  t h e  burn ing  o f  h a b i t a t i o n s ?  

A.  S i r ,  it could i f  you had made t h e  p rope r  p l ans  t o  
move t h o s e  people  and s e t  up t o  move them i n t o  a r e fugee  
c e n t e r .  Then t h a t  cou ld ,  y e s ,  s i r .  

Q- W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  a d i f f e r e n t  k ind  of an o p e r a t i o n .
T h a t ' s  an o p e r a t i o n  a l l  i n  i t s e l f .  Tha t  ' s  a r e l o c a t i o n  oper-
a t i o n .  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q But i n  s e a r c h  an.d d e s t r o y ,  t h e  word "des t roy"  does 
n o t  mean t o  d e s t r o y  homes and c a t t l e ,  l i v e s t o c k ,  animals ,  and 
people .  I t ' s  t o  des t roy  t h e  enemy--that 's  b a s i c a l l y  what it 
is--and h i s  means of combat. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ;  r i g h t .  

MR WEST: L e t ' s  c a r r y  t h i s  on a l i t t l e  now. I n  a s e a r c h  and 
d e s t r o y  mis s ion ,  y o u ' r e  c a r r y i n g  o u t  such an o p e r a t i o n  i n  an 
a r e a  where t h e r e  i s  a c i v i l i a n  popu la t ion .  What measures 
w e r e  t aken  r ega rd ing  t h e  c i v i l i a n  popu la t ion?  

A. You mean i n  a normal s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  miss ion ,  s i r ?  

(CALHOUN ) 1 41 APP T-6 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q Yes. 

A. They should  be  ga the red  t o g e t h e r ,  s i r ,  and moved ove r  
t o  t h e  s i d e  wh i l e  y o u ' r e  going through and doing t h e  s e a r c h .  
You normally go through wi th  a f o r c e  t h a t  goes through f a s t ,  
p i c k s  t h o s e  people  up and s e g r e g a t e s  them. And t h e n  t h e  s e a r c h  
i s  conducted by a grou? t h a t  moves through t h e r e  s lower .  T h a t ' s  
my unders tanding  of it, s i r .  

Q When does t h i s  t a k e  p l ace?  Does t h i s  t a k e  p l a c e
a f t e r  an a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  o r  a f t e r  a combat a s s a u l t ?  Does 
t h i s  t a k e  place--do you t a k e  some measures t o  g e t  them o u t  ahead 
of t ime? I ' m  n o t  q u i t e  s u r e  how you handle  t h e  c i v i l i a n  
popu la t ion .  Can you d e s c r i b e  i t ?  

A. S i r ,  normally you would go th rough ,  sweep through t h e  
v i l l a g e  and g a t h e r  a l l  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  up and move them, s eg re -
g a t e  them away from t h e  v i l l a g e ,  ho ld  them t h e r e  where an i 

i n t e r r o g a t i o n  i s  conducted,  and t r y  t o  p ick  up any VC s u s p e c t s  
w i t h  t h e  c i v i l i a n s .  And a t  t h a t  t ime ,  ano the r  sma l l  f o r c e  
moves through and sea rches  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

a 
Q A l l  r i g h t ,  We' l l  say you need an e lement  of s u r p r i s e ,
and a t a c t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  d o e s n ' t  permi t  warning ahead of t i m e .  
You g e t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  and you f i n d  a l o t  o f  c i v i l i a n s  who are 
noncombatants. Then you t r y  t o  round them up and move them 
t o  one s i d e ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q . And t h e n  proceed w i t h  your o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q I t ' s  sounds p r e t t y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  accomplish.  

A. T h a t ' s  my unders tanding ,  s i r ,  of  it. 

Q W e l l ,  I ' m  no t  q u e s t i o n i n g  t h a t ,  b u t  it sounds a s  i f  
t h e  presence  of a c i v i l i a n  popula t ion  would hamper t h e  oper-
a t i o n  cons iderab ly .  .. . 

A. Well ,  t h e  way I unders tand it i s  l i k e  I s a i d ,  s i r .  
You sweep through and t r y  t o  s e a l  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f f ,  and t a k e  
and g a t h e r  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  t o g e t h e r .  
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Q Then cont inue  t h e  s e a r c h  f o r  t h e  enemy and des t roy
t h e  enemy i n s t a l l a t i o n s ,  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s ,  and whatnot .  

10: Major CALHOUN, you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you ;ve ren l t  s u r e  
where t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  upon which t h i s  p l a n  was based  came 
from. And s o  t h i s  would prompt me t o  ask you a couple  of  ques-
t i o n s  about  how good t h i s  i n t e l l i g e n c e  was, because I d o n ' t  
look upon you and t h e  S2 a s  be ing  i n  t h e  same p o s i t i o n .  
Granted,  h e  was t h e  52 and you were t h e  S3, b u t  you were a l s o  
t h e  execu t ive  o f f i c e r  and t h e  deputy of t h i s  command? 

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q So you had a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  knowing what t h e  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  was, and whether it was v a l i d  and good enough t o  
p l an  an o p e r a t i o n  on. 

A.  Righ t ,  s i r .  S i r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge of t h e  
i n fo rma t ion ,  it w a s  based on p rev ious  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  
The b e s t  t h a t  I can remember, it was based o n l i n t e l l i g e n c e  
ga the red  by the S2 from t h e  d i s t r i c t  headqua r t e r s .  

Q From t h e  d i s t r i c t  h .eadquar te rs ,  from Son Tinh? 

A .  Yes, s i r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my memory. T h i s  is  t h e  way 
I--
Q. ( .Interposing1 Had you had any d i s c u s s i o n s  w i th  
b r i g a d e  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  b i t  of i n t e l l i g e n c e  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  
t h a t  t h e  l o c a l  f o r c e ,  the 48 th  ,Local  Force B a t t a l i o n ,  w a s  i n  
t h e  Son My a r e a ,  o r  w i t h  t h e  p rov ince ,  f o r  example? 

A .  S i r ,  I d o n E t  r e c a l l  whether  I d i d  o r  n o t .  I can 
reasonably  make the s t a t emen t  t h a t  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  I d i scussed  
t h i s  w i t h  b r i g a d e ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  know about  t h e  p rov ince ,  s ir .  

Q Brigade seems t o  remember t h e y  were c a r r y i n g  t h e  
48 th  B a t t a l i o n  o u t  t o  t h e  west  a t  t h e  t ime  because  t h e y  had 
t aken  q u i t e  a drubbing by the ARVN around Quang Ngai C i t y  
du r ing  Te t .  They had p u l l e d  o u t  t o  t h e  w e s t  t o  r e t r a i n  and 
r e f u r b i s h  and s o  f o r t h ,  and t h e y  h a d n ' t  come back. i n  y e t .  
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We g e t  ano the r  s t o r y  from Quang Ngai Province t o  t h e  e f f e c t  
t h a t ,  y e s ,  t h e y  had gone o u t  t o  t h e  west  a f t e r  T e t ,  b u t  
t h e y  p u l l e d  back i n t o  t h e  a r e a  g e n e r a l l y  n o r t h  of  t h e  c i t a d e l  
and n o r t h  of  t h e  D i e m  D i e m  River  i n  t h a t  mountain complex 
i n  t h e r e  n e a r  t h e  Son Quang Mountain a r e a ,  which i s  q u i t e  
a l i t t l e  ways from Son My. Now t h a t  i s n ' t  t o  say  t h a t  
t h e y  c o u l d n ' t  move i n  t h e r e ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  what I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n .  I unders tand t h a t  one t ime you had an o p e r a t i o n  planned 
and then  you c a l l e d  it o f f .  Then t h e r e  was some new i n t e l -
l i g e n c e ,  s o  it was i n i t i a t e d  aga in .  T h a t ' s  what I ' m  g e t t i n g  
a t .  Where d i d  you g e t  t h e  in format ion?  You c e r t a i n l y  must 
know where t h a t  i n fo rma t ion  came from. You knew a t  t h e  t i m e .  

(Witness c o n s u l t s  w i th  counse l .  ) 

A. S i r ,  I p o s s i b l y  would have known a t  t h e  t i m e ,  b u t  
I don' t know now. 

Q. M r .  MACCRATE, I t h i n k  you wanted t o  ask a  couple  
q u e s t i o n s  concerning t h e  concept .  

MR IvlACCRATE: You i n d i c a t e d ,  Major CALHOUN, t h a t  t h e  concept  
of  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  w a s  g iven t o  you by Colonel  BARKER. I ' d  
l i k e  you t o  d e s c r i b e  as b e s t  you can what was t h e  concept  as 
given t o  you by Colonel  BARKER. 

A. Yes, sir.  Before I s t a r t ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  make a 
s t a t emen t  t h a t  it w a s  n o t  a formal-type concept  a s ,  you know, 
i n  normal s t a f f  p roceedings ,  b u t  more of a " t a l k i n g  a t  t h e  
mouth, " and him d i s c u s s i n g  what he  thought  shou ld  be  done. 
H i s  concept  b a s i c a l l y  was t o  a i r  a s s a u l t  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  w i t h  
one company f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  w e s t ,  i n  t h a t  a r e a  wes t  o f  My 
La i .  That  company w a s  t o  move on through My L a i  t o  a gen-
e r a l  a r ea  f o r  a  n i g h t  l a a g e r .  Once t h a t  compnny was on t h e  
ground, t h e n  t o  a i r l i f t  t h e  o t h e r  company j u s t  sou th  o f  t h e  
P i n k v i l l e  a r e a ,  and f o r  them t o  move d i r e c t l y  up i n t o  t h a t  
a r e a  and s e a r c h  o u t ,  w i t h  ano the r  company b lock ing ,  u s ing  
t h e  b lock ing  p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  n o r t h  a long  t h e  r i v e r ,  sir .  

Q.  W e l l ,  w a s  t h e r e  any p a r t  of  t h e  concept  t h a t  w a s  
r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  purpose of t h e  ope ra t ion?  

A. S i r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of  my knowledge, t h e  purpose of  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  was t o  go i n  and make c o n t a c t  wi th  t h e  enemy and 
d e s t r o y  t h e  enemy i n  t h a t  a r e a .  
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Q And was t h e  enemy d e f i n e d  t h a t  w a s  t o  be  des-
t r o y e d  i n  t h a t  a r e a ?  

P . What do you mean, s i r ,  by "def ined"?  Do you mean 
l o c a t i o n s  o r  i n  t h e  name? 

Q What it was made up o f .  What was it t h a t  you were . 
going a f t e r ?  

A. S i r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  my knowledge, t h a t  I can remember, 
it was t h e  48th VC B a t t a l i o n  and o t h e r  p o s s i b l e  l o c a l  VC 
u n i t s  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  

Q What about  t h e  a r ea?  Were you i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  
a r e a  as such a s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from p a r t i c u l a r  u n i t s ?  

A. I 'm s o r r y ,  I don ' t - -

Q • ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I n  t h e  concept ,  was t h i s  viewed a s  
something t h a t  was be ing  used a s  a s t a g i n g  ground f o r  t h e  
48th Local  Force B a t t a l i o n  o r  o t h e r  u n i t s ?  

A. T h i s  was my unders tanding ,  s i r ,  t h a t  it w a s  a 
resupply  a r e a .  

Q Did t h e  concept of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i n c l u d e  d e s t r o y i n g  
t h i s  a s  t h e  supply  b a s e  o r  s t a g i n g  a r e a  f o r  t h e  VC b a t t a l i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  Those enemy p o s i t i o n s  and bunker 
complexes and s o  f o r t h .  

Q What about  t h e  community suppor t  f o r  them, t h e  
a g r i c u l t u r e  of  t h e  a r e a ,  o r  any of t h e  p roduc t ion  t h a t  was 
i n  t h a t  a r e a  t h a t  might be  used t o  suppor t  t h e  b a t t a l i o n ?  

I A - I d o n t t  r e c a l l  any d i s c u s s i o n  on t h a t ,  s ir .  Nor-
mally when we went i n t o  an a r e a  l i k e  t h a t  and found,  f o r  
i n s t a n c e ,  a l a r g e  amount of r i c e  o r  something of t h i s  
n a t u r e ,  w e  would l i f t  it ou t  of  t h e r e .  

Q I f  t h i s  was t h e  only  concep t ,  and t h i s  was given 
t o  you by Colonel  BARKER, what remained f o r  you t o  p l an?  

A, Actua l ly  t o  draw t h e  boundar ies  and t h e  t e n t a t i v e  
l o c a t i o n  of t h e  L Z 1 s ,  t o  draw t h e  d i r e c t i o n  i n  which they  were 
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t o  move, t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  ob jec t ives  and t h i s  s o r t  of t h i n g .  
The blocking p o s i t i o n s ,  l o c a t e  them g e n e r a l l y ,  s i r .  

Q • Did he ,  Colonel BARKER, i n d i c a t e  i n  h i s  concept how 
long an opera t ion  t h i s  w a s  t o  be? 

A. S i r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, it was t o  be a 2 o r  
3-day opera t ion .  

Q. Well, you've i n d i c a t e d  t h e  concept f o r  t h e  f i r s t  day
of opera t ion .  What a d d i t i o n a l  movement was t h e r e  t o  be i n  
h i s  concept a s  given t o  you? 

A. S i r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, t h e r e  was no 
movement, no p lans  genera l ly  f o r  t h e  second day. I can only 
assume t h a t  once he went i n  t h e r e  and made c o n t a c t ,  he  was 
going t o  move i n  whichever d i r e c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  enemy might move, 
e i t h e r  t o  t h e  nor th  o r  back down t o  t h e  south.  And as  you 
know, and I ' v e  a l ready s a i d ,  t h e  u n i t s  moved t o  t h e  south 
t o  check t h a t  a rea .  

Was t h e r e  any p a r t  of t h e  concept t h a t  included a I
Q 
sweep t o  t h e  south e i t h e r  through t h e  hamlets t h a t  a r e  some-
what i n  from t h e  coas t  o r  those  along t h e  coas t?  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  during t h e  i n i t i a l  concept i f  . 

t h e r e  was any d iscuss ion .  But a s  you know, t h e  opera t ion  
d i d  go t o  t h e  south.  

Q Well, w e t r e  w e l l  aware of where t h e  opera t ion  
went. 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q But i n  its. o r i g i n a l  concept,  what geographical  a r e a  
d id  you cover? 

A. S i r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my memory, t h e  geographical  a rea  
t h a t  we were concent ra t ing  on was t h e  My Lai a r e a  t o  inc lude  
t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a ,  s ir .  

Q .  Well now, t h e  My Lai a r e a  a s  descr ibed  on t h e  mi l i t a ry  
maps included My Lai (l), which i s  P i n k v i l l e  over on t h e  coas t ;  
then  we know where My Lai ( 4 )  i s ;  then  you have My Lai  ( 2 ) ,  ( 3 )  1 
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(5 )  , and ( 6 ) .  Now how many of t h e s e  hamlets  t h a t  were 
des igna t ed  a s  My L a i  d i d  you embrace w i t h i n  your concept 
of o p e r a t i o n  as it was given t o  you by Colonel  BARKER? 

A. May I look a t  t h e  map, s i r ?  

Q Y e s ,  I wish you would. 

(Witness examines ~ x h i b i tMAP-1.) 

A. S i r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of  my knowledge, t h e  a r e a  which 
we were encompassing i s  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  ( 5 ) ,  ( 6 ) ,. and My L a i  (1). 

Q Was there any i n i t i a l  r e f e r e n c e  t o  My Khe (4),
Co Lay (1), Co Lay ( 2 )  , o r  Co Lay ( 3 )  ? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  e x a c t l y ,  s ir .  The s w i f t  b o a t s  had 
r e p o r t e d  t o  us on numerous occas ions  t h a t  t h e y  had g o t t e n  
some f i r e  from t h i s  c o a s t l i n e ,  and I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  
whether  a t  t h i s  t ime w e  had d i scussed  going down t o  t h e  
sou th  o r  n o t ,  sir.  I t h i n k  t h e  i n i t i a l  concept ,  t o  t h e  
b e s t  of my memory, only  i nc luded  t h i s  r i g h t  h e r e ,  sir. 

Q. And t h a t  t h i s  would a l s o  apply t o  My Khe (11, (21, 
and ( 3 ) ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir ,  you mean not--, 

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  hamlets  down t h e  
c o a s t l i n e ,  My Khe ( 3 )  .,. My Khe (1),. and M y  Khe ( 2 )  , which a r e  
about  a  " c l i c k u -is, t h o s e  were no p a r t  of  your--

A.  [ I n t e r p o s i n g )  Not t h e  o r i g i n a l  concept  t h a t  I can 
r e c a l l ,  s i r .  

I0: Le t  me ask you something r i g h t  h e r e  now whi l e  y o u ' r e  
on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p o i n t .  

A.  Yes, s i r ?  

Q You had a s  your  i n i t i a l  o b j e c t i v e  My L a i  (1), Pink-
v i l l e ,  r i g h t ?  Do you remember wha t ' c aused  you t o  change your  
o b j e c t i v e ?  
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I ' m  so r ry .  I ' m  no t  following you, sir.A .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  You have given a p i c t u r e  of only a 
l i m i t e d  o b j e c t i v e  wi th  two r i f l e  companies going a g a i n s t  
P i n k v i l l e .  T h a t ' s  b a s i c a l l y  what you've drawn t h e r e .  Now, 
do you remember what happened when Bravo Company went i n ,  
and they got  on t h e  edge of P i n k v i l l e  o r  My Lai  ( I ) ?  They 
immediately picked up some heavy c a s u a l t i e s .  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q I n  minef i e l d s  , remember , t h a t ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q Now, my ques t ion  i s ,  w a s  t h e  concept of opera t ion  
changed a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  it was, sir. I t h i n k  they 
continued on i n t o  t h a t  a rea .  

Q .  No, they  went a l i t t l e  ways, but  mostly o f f  t o  
t h e  west i n s t e a d  of n o r t h ,  northwest ins t ead  of n o r t h ,  and 
never got  i n t o  ~ i n k v i l l eo r  i n t o  t h i s  o l d  a r e a  where VC 
were known t o  be we l l - e s t ab l i shed  and dug i n .  They d i d n ' t  
l aage r  i n  those  two o b j e c t i v e  a reas  you have t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  
on Exhibi t  MAP-1) . That ' s  according t o  p lan .  That i s n ' t  
t h e  way it happened. Both Char l ie  and Bravo laagered  t o g e t h e r  
t h a t  n i g h t .  

A. I n  a common l a a g e r .  

Q Common l a a g e r ,  r i g h t .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  But I thought it was up i n  t h i s  genera l  
a rea .  

Q Yes, t h a t ' s  r i g h t  , t o  t h e  west of it. That ' s  r i g h t ,
bu t  no t  i n  t h e  a r e a  as i t ' s  shown, you see?  

A. Yes, s i r .  A s  b e s t  I can remember, it was--in t r y i n g  
t o  show you t h i s  opera t ion  i n i t i a l l y ,  maybe I d i d n t t  i n d i c a t e  
i t ,  b u t  they  were supposed t o  l a a g e r  i n  a p o s i t i o n  up here .  
That was t h e  i n i t i a l  concept,  s ir .  
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MR MACCRATE: When it shows t h e  two s e p a r a t e  objec t ives- -
1. t o  t h e  west and 2 j u s t  of f  t h e  edge of My Lai (1)o r  Pink-
ville--were those  ob jec t ives  sepa ra te ly  i n d i c a t e d  as  t h e  
p o s i t i o n  f o r  t h e  two companies t o  l aager  on t h e  r i r s t  n i g h t ?  
What was t h e  n a t u r e  of those  two denoted a reas  a s  ob jec t ives?  
When were they t o  reach the re?  

A. They were t o  reach t h e r e  during t h e  d a y l i g h t  hours ,  
s i r ,  t o  search  those  a reas  o u t ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, 
and then  go t o  a n i g h t  l a a g e r  o r  a n i g h t  defens ive  p o s i t i o n ,  
a combined n i g h t  defensive p o s i t i o n .  

Q The prime a rea  f o r  con tac t  and f o r  searching  ou t  
were t h e  two a reas  ind ica ted  a s  o b j e c t i v e s  on t h e  map? 

A. I won't  say t h a t ,  s i r .  I t  seems, t o  t h e  b e s t  of my 
knowledge--i t ts  hard t o  use o b j e c t i v e s ,  a s  you know, General ,  
i n  t h a t  s i t u a t i o n  over t h e r e  where t h e  enemy moves, and you 
t r y  t o  move where they  move. My b a s i c  understanding o f  t h e  
opera t ion ,  s i r ,  was t h a t  Char l ie  Company was supposed t o  
sweep i n t o  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on Exhibi t  MAP-1) .  I understood 
t h a t  Bravo Company was t o  go i n t o  P i n k v i l l e  i t s e l f .  T h a t ' s  
t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge. And t h a t  w a s  t h e  primary o b j e c t i v e  
t h e r e ,  t o  search  t h a t  a r e a  during t h e  d a y l i g h t  hours .  Char-
l i e  Company had taken some while  t o  move through t h i s  a rea .  
Once they had reached t h e r e  and they were over  h e r e ,  then  
they  would move i n  between those two a reas  f o r  a combined 
n i g h t  defensive p o s i t i o n .  

Q Did your o r i g i n a l  planning of t h e  opera t ion  provide 
f o r  two o b j e c t i v e  a reas  sepa ra ted  by about h a l f  a " c l i c k " ?  

A. S i r ,  I don1.t r e c a l l  a c t u a l l y  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  being 
noted as  o b j e c t i v e s .  They may have been. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. Well, is  t h i s  terminology t h a t ' s  used on our  map 
(Exhibi t  MAP-1) something t h a t  came from your p l a n ,  o r  a r e  
you i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  you d i d  n o t  have a p lan  t h a t  embraced 
two i d e n t i f i e d  a reas  a s  o b j e c t i v e s ?  

A. S i r ,  I th ink  we had i d e n t i f i a b l e  a reas  t h a t  they 
were t o  go t o .  The b e s t  way t o  exp la in  it i s  an o b j e c t i v e .  
I would have t o  say ,  yes .  c h a r l i e  Company was supposed t o  
sweep t h i s  a r e a  and t h i s ,  we f e l t ,  would t a k e  them a day t o  
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do t h i s .  And Bravo would move d i r e c t l y  i n t o  h e r e  and check 
out  P in l tv i l l e ,  and then  they would meet i n  between f o r  a 
n i g h t  l a a g e r ,  sir. 

Q And do you r e c a l l  t h i s  t o  be t h e  t e rmina l  o b j e c t i v e ,  
s o  t o  speak, f o r  t h i s  f i r s t  day ' s  opera t ion  f o r  Char l i e  
Company? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, t h i s  was t o  
be t h e i r  te rminal  o b j e c t i v e .  

Q And what i s  t h a t  a rea?  

A. I be l i eve  t h a t ' s  My Lai ( 6 )  , i s n ' t  it, s i r ?  

Q And t h e  t e rmina l  o b j e c t i v e  f o r  Bravo Company was 
t o  be what a rea?  

A. I may have drawn t h i s  wrong, i f  t h i s  came from my 
o r i g i n a l  concept,  b u t  my knowledge of it, s i r ,  was t h e  c e n t e r  
of P i n k v i l l e  i t s e l f .  They had a s h o r t  d i s t ance  t o  move, and 
t h e  concept t h a t  I w d e r s t o o d  was t h a t  they would go i n  t h e r e  
and then  branch ou t  and sea rch  t h i s  a r e a .  

Q Then they both would come from those  two o b j e c t i v e  .' 

a reas  and jo in  i n  a n igh t  l a a g e r  i n  between? 

A .  Yes, sir.  

Q And s o  f a r  a s  any planning beyond t h e  f i r s t  day ' s
opera t ion ,  you have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e r e  being any p lan  
o t h e r  than t h a t  t h i s  was t o  be a several-day opera t ion?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, s i r ,  t h i s  i s  a l l  t h a t  
I knew a t  t h a t  t ime. And normally when we ran  an opera t ion  
l i k e  t h i s ,  we would s e e  what t h e  s i t u a t i o n  was, then  develop 
a plan f o r  t h e  next  day, sir.  

Q Was your plan f o r  My Lai ( 4 )  and what Char l i e  
Company was t o  do t h e r e  any d i f f e r e n t  from what it was t o  do 
i n  My Lai ( 5 )  o r  My Lai (61 ? 

A. Not t h a t  1 knew o f ,  s i x .  

MR WEST: I want t o  ask you ahout t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p repara t ion ,  
Major CALHOUN . 
A. Y e s ,  s i x ?  

150 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-6 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q* We have a g r e a t  d e a l  of evidence t h a t  t h i s  a r t i l l e r y
p r e p a r a t i o n  was planned t o  be p u t  on t h i s  l i t t l e  hamlet  of  My 
Lai ( 4 )  , t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  which preceded t h e  i n s e r t i o n  
of C h a r l i e  Company. 

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Is t h i s  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. Have you understood what I s a i d ?  On My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A .  Oh, s ir ,  t h e  way I understood it was t h a t  it was t o  
be  t h e  west  end of My Lai  ( 4 )  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  l and ing  zone of 
t h e  a i r c r a f t .  

Q The west  edge of t h e  hamlet? 

A, Yes, sir. 

Q. Well,  a r e  you say ing  it w a s  p u t  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  
t h e  west  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q .  Was t h e r e  any p r i o r  c l ea rance  of t h i s  p l a c i n g  an 
a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  on an i n h a b i t e d  a r e a ?  

A .  S i r ,  normally when w e  f i r e d  on t h a t ,  we would g e t  a 
c l ea rance  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  i n  which t h e  v i l l a g e  was l o c a t e d .  
Normally t h e  a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  through h i s  channels  
would g e t  t h i s  c learance .  'I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  t h i s  a c t u a l l y  was 
c l e a r e d  o r  n o t .  I can say t h a t  I can assume t h a t  it was, and 
t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  normal p r a c t i c e .  

I0 : I I d  l i k e  t o  ask you aga in ,  Major CALHOUN, i f  t h e r e  
was any cons ide ra t ion  of t h e  c i v i l i a n s  when it came t o  t h e  
p l a c i n g  of t h i s  a r t i l l e r y  prep  on t h e  v i l l a g e ,  c i v i l i a n s  who 
remained i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

I 'm no t  fol lowing you, sir.  
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Q. Well,  in format ion  t h a t  we've had from many
people  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  it w a s  planned t h a t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
prep  would be p laced  upon t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  a t  l e a s t  upon 
c e r t a i n  p a r t s  of it. Was t h e r e  any thought  g iven  t o  t h e  
c i v i l i a n s  who may be i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  when t h a t  a r t i l l e r y  
p r e p  was p l aced  upon i t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I can remember. 

Q. So, aga in  w e  come back t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  it was j u s t  
t h i s  broad assumption t h a t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  would go i n  t h e r e ,  
t h a t  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  would a l r e a d y  be gone t o  market? 

A. I assume s o ,  s i r ,  b u t  I d e f i n i t e l y  know t h a t  
t h e r e  w e r e - -

Q . ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Did you know t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p  w a s  
planned t o  be p l aced  upon t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Did you a t  t h a t  t i m e  g i v e  them any c a u t i o n  about 
p u t t i n g  a r t i l l e r y  on a h a b i t a t e d  a r e a ?  

A. I d i scussed  t h i s  w i th  Colonel  BARKER, s i r ,  and h e  
f e l t  s i n c e  w e  had been t h e r e  b e f o r e ,  t h a t  w e  couldn ' t  t a k e  
t h e  chance of  l and ing  t h a t  c l o s e  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  wi thou t  
p u t t i n g  some a r t i l l e r y  on t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  suppor t  t h e  a i r  
a s s a u l t ,  sir.  

Q Did h e  want it a l l  ove r  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  j u s t  on 
c e r t a i n  p a r t s  of i t ?  

A.  S i r ,  my unders tanding  w a s  t o  t h e  wes t  edge of  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  

Q Were t h e r e  any s p e c i a l i z e d  medical  p recau t ions
taken f o r  any c i v i l i a n s  who might have been i n j u r e d  by t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  prep?  

A. Nothing more t h a n  normal medical  evacua t ion ,  s i r ,  

MR MACRATE: Well, what w a s  normal p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  medical  evac-
u a t i o n  f o r  Task Force Barker?  Are you j u s t  speak ing  o f  t h e  
g e n e r a l  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of  medevac's? 
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A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q But no p r o v i s i o n  f o r  any l and ing  of  medical  
a s s i s t a n c e  groups t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  any evacuees?  

A .  No, s i r ,  n o t  any th ing  more t h a n  t h e  aidmen t h a t  
went wi th  t h e  companies and t h e  medical  s u p p o r t ,  t h e  medical  
evac ,  t h a t  w e  cou ld  c a l l  i n  f o r ,  sir .  

Q. Are you aware o f  any medical  evacua t ion  c a l l e d  i n  
t o  My La i  ( 4 )  i n  t h e  course  of t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  f o r  any c i v i l i a n s ?  

A .  S i r ,  it seems t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  and I d o n ' t  know f o r  
s u r e ,  b u t  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  was one evacua t ion  c a l l e d  i n ,  
sir.  T h a t ' s  a l l  t h a t  I can--

Q* ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Well ,  t h a t  w a s  f o r  a s o l d i e r ,  w a s n ' t  i t ?  

A. I though t  t h e r e  w a s  a l s o  one f o r  a c i v i l i a n ,  s ir ;  
I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  Th i s  i s  t h e  b e s t  of my memory, t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

MR NEST: What w a s  t h a t ?  It was a what,  a dus to f  f  f o r  a 
c i v i l i a n ,  w a s  i t ?  

A. I unders tood it w a s ,  s ir .  To t h e  b e s t  o f  my mem-
o r y ,  s i r ,  I don ' t - -

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  A r e  you r e f e r r i n g  t o  an OH-23 p i c k i n g  
up a c h i l d  and t a k i n g  t h a t  c h i l d  t o  Quang Ngai H o s p i t a l ?  

A. No, sir. I thought  I remembered t h a t  one d u s t o f f  w a s  
c a l l e d  f o r  c i v i l i a n s ,  sir. I may be wrong, b u t  t o  t h e  b e s t  of  
my E m o r y ,  I thought  one w a s .  

COL FRANKLIN: I 've go t  a  q u e s t i o n .  Major CALHOUN, we spoke 
e a r l i e r ,  and I t o l d  you t h e r e  were c e r t a i n  d i s c r e p a n c i e s  i n  
what you had t o  s ay  and what o t h e r s  had t o  s ay .  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q . I f i n d  t h i s  r a t h e r  i n c r e d i b l e .  You're an i n f a n t r y
major.  You have an o u t s t a n d i n g  r e p u t a t i o n .  You had a repu-
t a t i o n  i n  your  b a t t a l i o n  a s  be ing  t h e  man t h a t  runs it. And 
you t a l k  about t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  a s  a l o t  o f  t h e  s p e c  4 ' s  and 
spec  5 ' s  who came i n :  "To t h e  b e s t  of  my knowledge; I b e l i e v e  
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it was supposed t o  be t h i s  way." You planned it and you 
gave t h e  o r d e r s  on it i n  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y .  

For example, t h e  enemy. You c a n ' t  make a p l an  
a s  an S 3  u n l e s s  you know where t h e  enemy i s .  You key it 
t o  the enemy, and you key it t o  t h e  t e r r a i n .  A s  f a r  a s  
your  d i v i s i o n  i s  concerned,  you d i d n ' t  even f i g h t  t h e  
48th Local  Force B a t t a l i o n  on 2 3  February.  You've g o t  t o  
know where . t h e  enemy i s  and i n  what s t r e n g t h  and what h e ' s  
doing b e f o r e  you can make a  p l a n .  So you d o n ' t  j u s t  r e a c t  
t o  some S2 s a y i n g ,  "I t h i n k  t h e r e ' s  some enemy h e r e , "  o r  
"I t h i n k  some enemy t h e r e . "  You, wi th  your r e c o r d ,  w i l l  
want t o  know what enemy, what weapons, and a l o t  o f  o t h e r  
i n fo rma t ion  s o  you can make your  p l an .  

Now a s  f a r  as  c i v i l i a n s  ,.you know t h e r e ' s  c i v i l i a n s  
i n  t h e r e .  You know1 c i v i l i a n s  a r e  going t o  be  a  problem. 
You're a  major ,  and you 've  go t  t o  t a l k  t o  t h e s e  company 
commanders. I f  you fol lowed t h e  p a s t  a c t i o n s  o f  Task Force 
Barker ,  t h e  company commanders s a y ,  "CALHOUN's t h e  guy 
t h a t  gave us ou r  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  " So you 've  g o t  t o  t a l k  
about t h e s e  c i v i l i a n s .  You've g o t  t o  have some k ind  of  
f i r e  c o n t r o l .  You've g o t  t o  have some k ind  of popu la t ion  
c o n t r o l .  You've g o t  t o  make arrangements t o  g e t  p o l i c e .  
You may want t o  c o n s i d e r  MEDCAPS. T h e r e ' s  n o t  been any 
3 ' s  t h a t  p l an  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  Vietnam wi th  c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  
d idn ' t  have some c o n s i d e r a t i o n  given t o  c i v i l i a n s .  

A s  f a r  a s  c i v i l i a n s  going t o  marke t ,  you know 
as every p r i v a t e  knows t h a t  t h e r e ' s  no v i l l a g e  i n  Vietnam 
t h a t  everybody goes t o  market .  Some people  go t o  market;  
n o t  every  o l d  man, woman, and k i d  goes t o  market .  Again, 
you've g o t  t h i s  expe r i ence .  

On your  o b j e c t i v e s  o n . t h i s  t h i n g ,  you 've  g o t  
t o  g i v e  a company ob j e c t i v e s .  You w i l l  l a n d  h e r e .  You w i l l  
s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  through t h i s  a r e a .  You w i l l  a r r i v e  h e r e ,  
aand a t  such-and-such a t ime y o u ' l l  t i e  i n  w i th  B Company. 
You ' l l  spend t h e  n i g h t  and l a a g e r .  And y o u ' l l  be p repa red  
t h e  nex t  day t o  do something. And t h a t  ' s  t h e  way you a r e .  
That  ' s  t h e  way you t a lk . .  And you c a n ' t  e x p l a i n  t o  M r .  MAC-
CRATE e x a c t l y  what t h e s e  companies a r e  going t o  do. 

You're t e l l i n g  a r i f l e  company--you've g o t  t o  
g ive  t h e  r i f l e  company a miss ion .  And you were undoubtedly 
t h e  man who made t h e  miss ion .  You've g o t  t o  t e l l  t h a t  r i f l e  
company what t h e y  a r e  supposed t o  do. These guys j u s t  don I t  

jump o f f  of h e l i c o p t e r s  and s tar t  moving. And t h i s  g e t s  
down t o  bu rn ing ,  and k i l l i n g  l i v e s t o c k ,  and c l o s i n g  w e l l s .  
I mean t h e s e  t h i n g s  have t o  be  covered.  You d o n ' t  g i v e  a 
company commander a  broad miss ion l i k e  s ea rch  and d e s t r o y  
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o r  s ea rch  and c l e a r  normally,  un le s s  t h i s  company commander 
has been o p e r a t i n g  f o r  a  long t ime under such a  mission and 
t h e  ground r u l e s  a r e  p r e t t y  w e l l  def ined .  

I n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  miss ion ,  I j u s t  c a n ' t  h e l p  b u t  
b e l i e v e  t h e r e  would have t o  be e l a b o r a t i o n .  Now Captain 
MEDINA got t h i s  in format ion  from somewhere. H e  t a l k e d  t o  
you probably more than  he t a l k e d  t o  BARKER. So either 
M E D I N A 1 s  f l a t  l y i n g ,  o r  you were involved i n  t h i s  k ind  of 
in format ion  somewhere. 

A l l  of t h e s e  t h i n g s  t o g e t h e r ,  p lus  your plan-- 
and we 'r e  n o t  second-guessing your plan--but y o u ' r e  get t ing--  
t h e r e  a r e  some f i n e  p o s i t i o n s ,  f o r t i f i e d  p o s i t i o n s  f a c i n g  t o  
t h e  wes t ,  s o  you s a i d  i n  prev ious  tes t imony.  You got  your 
f i r e  coming i n  from t h e  w e s t ,  and you 've go t  no t a c t i c a l  e r r o r .  
You f i r e  a  p i d d l y ,  l i t t l e ,  3-minute p repa ra to ry  f i r e  which i s  
a c t u a l l y  f i r e d  i n  by VAZQUEZ by making a 1 , 0 0 0  meter  s h i f t .  
The gunships--only one gunship preps  i n  t h i s  dug-in,  f o r t i -
f i e d ,  tunneled  p o s i t i o n  w i t h  t h e  whole 48th VC B,at ta l ion i n  
it. And you've g o t  a l l  s o r t s  of o t h e r  a r e a s  t o  come i n  away 
from t h e i r  p r i c c i p a l  gun s i g h t i n g  p o s i t i o n s ,  a s  you knew them 
from previous  exper ience .  

A 1 1  t h e s e  t h i n g s  put  t o g e t h e r  make it almost  i n -  
comprehensible,  Major CALHOUN , l i s t e n i n g  t o  you t e l l i n g  us 
what you a r e .  I wish you'd j u s t  t r y  a l i t t l e  h a r d e r  t o  
r eco lLec t  and t a l k  a s  t h e  S3 of Task Force Barker ,  t h e  
number two man, t h e  man who commanded t h a t  t a s k  f o r c e  i n  
t h e  absence of t h e  commander, and don ' t t a l k  . a s  one of  
t h e s e  guys working i n  t h e  TOC. Otherwise,  we ' re  n o t  going 
t o  g e t  anywhere. 

A, Y e s ,  s ir .  

I0: Do you have any more? 

COL FRANKLIN: No, s i r .  

I0 : Colonel BAUER? 

LTC BAUER: Major, who w a s  t h e  f i r e  suppor t  c o o r d i n a t o r  a t  
t h e  t a s k  fo rce?  

A. The a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r ,  sir. 

Q. For t h e  e n t i r e  t a s k  fo rce?  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about t h e  
f i r e  suppor t  coord ina t ion  func t ion .  Who performed i t ?  Who 
normally performs t h i s  i n  an i n f a n t r y  b a t t a l i o n ?  
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A. The S3 ,  sir. 

Q. Who d i d  it i n  Task Force Barker? 

A .  I d i d ,  s i r .  

Q Before  you went i n  t h e r e ,  what was your  e s t i m a t e  
of t h e  popu la t ion  of My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  know. I can ' t answer t h a t .  I d o n ' t  
know t h e  popu la t ion .  

Q. Did you have any i d e a  of what it was? 

A. A r e  you t a l k i n g  about  enemy popu la t ion?  

Q. Oh, no. J u s t  population--people.  

A .  No, sir .  

Q I n h a b i t a n t s .  

A. No, s i r .  

Q Did you have any i d e a  whether t h e r e  were any i n  
t h e r e ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. A r e  w e  t a l k i n g  about  one ,  o r  a hundred,  o r  a 
thous  and? 

A. S i r ,  I would say approximately  a hundred,  I 
suppose. 

Q. A s  you s a i d ,  you planned t h e  a r t i l l e r y  on t h e  w e s t  
edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q = Right  on t h e  west  edge of t h e  village? 

A .  Y e s ,  sir.  
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Q What's t h e  probable  e r r o r  on a 105,  f i r i n g  from 
u p t i g h t ?  

A. I ' d  s ay  probably 50 t o  100 meters, s i r .  

Q I t h i n k  we ccu ld  expec t  i f  w e  p i ck  p o i n t  X ,  
any th ing  a hundred yards  away from t h e r e ,  a t  l ea s t ,  i s  i n  
danger .  You a l s o  mentioned you assumed t h e  a r t y  w a s  c l e a r e d  
wi th  prov ince .  Th i s  i s  a normal procedure .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Now what does prov ince  do when they  c l e a r  t h e  
a r t i l l e r y ?  What does t h i s  mean. 

A .  S i r ,  as an S3,  it means t h a t  w e  can f i r e  i n t o  
t h a t  a r ea .  

Q Do you f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  abso lves  you from any respon-
s i b i l i t y  f o r  noncombatants who may be  i n  t h e  a r e a ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q L e t  me p u t  a l l  of t h i s  t o g e t h e r .  When you were 
p lanning  f o r  My La i  ( 4 ) ,  you knew t h a t  t h e r e  were noncombatants 
l i v i n g  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  a t  l e a s t  a hundred of them. You knew 
you w e r e  going t o  pu t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  on t h e  w e s t  edge of 
t h e  v i l l a g e .  That  means a t  l e a s t  a hundred meters  i n s i d e  t h a t  
v i l l a g e  was unsafe .  You r ecogn ize  t h a t  when you g e t  p rov ince  
c l e a r a n c e ,  a l l  t h e y ' r e  r e a l l y  concerned w i t h  i s  ARVN t r o o p s .  
You s t i l l  have a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  make s u r e  you d o n ' t  shoo t  
up noncombatants. Are we r i g h t  up t o  t h i s  p o i n t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. What went on i n  your mind? You're r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
p lanning  t h e  f i r e s  i n  t h e r e  and p i c k i n g  t h e  L Z ' s .  Did you 
recognize  what t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n  o f  your p l an  was? 

A. S i r ,  t h i s  w a s  a d e c i s i o n  made by t h e  Task Force  com-
mander t o  l a n d  t h a t  c l o s e  and t o  p u t  t h e  f i r e  i n  t h e r e .  

Q. But d i d  you, a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  recognize  what t h e  i m -
p l i c a t i o n  was? 

I0: W e t l l  t a k e  a s h o r t  r e c e s s .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1417 hour s ,  11 February 
1970.)  
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1420 hours ,  11 February 
1970.) 

10: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : ' A l l  persolis p resen t  when t h e  hear ing  recessed  a r e  
again p resen t .  

LTC BAUER: We w i l l  g e t  back t o  t h e  po in t  now. Did you r e a l i z e  
what t h e  impl ica t ions  were i n  t h i s  plan? 

A. Yes, s ir .  I d iscussed  them with Colonel BARKER, s ir .  

Q.  What were t h e  impl ica t ions?  

A. There was t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of some c i v i l i a n s  being 
k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  $ i r e .  

Q What was Colonel BARKER'S response t o  t h i s ?  

A. That he had t o  put  t h e  f i r e  on t h e  west s i d e  of 
t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  going i n  t h e r e .  

Q Who s e l e c t e d  t h e  LZ on t h e  west s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A.  Colonel BARKER picked t h e  exact  L Z ,  s i r .  

Q Did you.recommend t h a t  he move t h e  LZ? 

A .  I don ' t  remember, s i r .  I d id  no t  recommend he move 
t h e  LZ. 

Q Did you agree with Colonel BARKER'S dec i s ion  i n  l i g h t
of t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  of k i l l i n g  t h e  innocent c i v i l i a n s ,  noncom-
b a t a n t s  i n  My Lai ( 4 )  ? Did you agree wi th  Colonel BARKER'S 
dec is ion?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  t o  a c e r t a i n  e x t e n t ,  r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  they were 
going i n  t h a t  c lose  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  with t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  and had 
t o  have p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s .  Landing f u r t h e r  away from 
t h e  v i l l a g e  with t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  would have subjec ted  t h e  ground 
t roops  t o  f i r e  t h a t  we knew was i n  o r  had been i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e  
before .  
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Q. Then you agreed w i t h  Colonel  BARKER? 

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Then h i s  d e c i s i o n  w a s  your  d e c i s i o n ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I agreed  w i t h  him. 

I C :  Could we c l e a r  t h a t  up,  s i r ?  Your l a s t  q u e s t i o n  
was, "His d e c i s i o n  was your  d e c i s i o n . "  Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

LTC BAUER: T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  L e t  me j u s t  p u t  it ano the r  way. Were 
t h e  d e c i s i o n  yours  t o  make--and I a m  hypo thes i z ing  now--were 
t h e  d e c i s i o n  your s  t o  make, would it have been t h e  same? 

A .  Under t h e  same c i rcumstances ,  i n  p u t t i n g  t h e  LZ 
where it w a s ,  y e s ,  s i r .  

I0 : You s a i d  you though t  t h e r e  were about  a  hundred 
people  l i v i n g  i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e .  You. were i n  c l o s e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  
Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  Did anybody e v e r  check o u t  t h a t  d i s t r i c t  t o  
s e e  what i n fo rma t ion  they  may have had a s  t o  t h e  number of  
people  t h a t  w e r e  l i v i n g  i n  t h i s  My L a i  ( 4 )  a t  t h a t  t ime?  

A. You mean t h e  e x a c t  number of  people?  

Q Yes. So you could g e t  an idea .  I n  o t h e r  words, 
y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about  p u t t i n g  something down t h e r e  i n  terms 
of a r t i l l e r y .  A s  it w a s  b rought  o u t ,  it w a s n ' t  a ve ry  
l a r g e  prep ;  3 minutes ,  and we've had some i n d i c a t i o n  o f  
5.  A t  t h e  most w e  a r e  t a l k i n g  about  50 t o  a maximum o f  1 0 0  
rounds of a r t i l l e r y .  This  i s  n o t  a very l a r g e  p rep .  We've 
had some i n d i c a t i o n s  it could have been as low a s  2 0  
rounds.  I n  a l l  e v e n t s ,  i r r e s p e c t i v e  of  t h e  s i z e  of  it, 
t h i s  would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  some c i v i l i a n s  may be k i l l e d  among 
o t h e r  t h i n g s .  D i d n ' t  anybody r e a l l y  check w i t h  Son Tinh 
D i s t r i c t  h eadqua r t e r s  where Major GAVIN w a s ,  and a sk  
L ieu tenan t  TAN and h i s  people  t o  f i n d  o u t  how many c i v i l i a n s  
w e r e  i n  t h e r e ?  

A. Not t h a t  I remember. No, s i r .  
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Q Because I t e l l  you, t h e  f i g u r e  of  100 ,  from what 
w e  know of  it now, w a s  o f f  by s e v e r a l  o r d e r s  of  magnitude? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q But ,  t o  your  knowledge nobody checked with--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, s i r .  Not t o  my knowledge. 

MR MACCRATE: Following up on Colonel BAUER's  q u e s t i o n  t o  
you,  d i d  you f e e l  t h a t  t h e  LZ was p rope r ly  p l a c e d  f o r  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n a l  o b j e c t i v e ?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. I f e l t  t h a t  it was. 

Q I f  t h e  d e s i s i o n  w e r e  you r s ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  p l a c e  
where you would p u t  t h e  LZ? 

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  t h ink - - I  would have t o  retract  it, 
sir. I f  you a r e  going i n t o  My La i  ( 4 )  as w e  had be fo re ,  
I t h i n k  w e  had t o  l a n d  close t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Y e s ,  t h a t  
would be t h e  LZ. Y e s ,  s i r .  

MR WEST: Major CALHOUN, l e t ' s  move now t o  t h e  morning 
of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  a t  t h e  Task Force Barker TOC. I'll 
name t h e  pe r sons  who w e r e  i n  t h e r e  .and you correct m e  
i f  I make a mis take .  You w e r e  t h e r e  and Capta in  KOTOUC, 
Master Sergeant  JOHNSON, Sergeant  STEPHENS, Capta in  
LEWELLEN, and BLAKELEY, who was a spec  4: Colonel  BARKER 
was up i n  h i s  C&C s h i p  wi th  Captain  VAZQUEZ. Was 
anyone else t h e r e  who you can t h i n k  o f ? .  

A. N o ,  s i r .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  i f  Captain  KOTOUC w a s  
t h e r e  o r  f l y i n g  wi th  Colonel  BARKER. A l o t  o f  t i m e s  he 
f lew wi th  him. 

Q - From t h e  d e t a i l s  h e  g i v e s ,  w e  are q u i t e  s a t i s f i e d  
t h a t  he  w a s  there. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q I t ' s  o u r  unders tanding  t h a t  you had no r a d i o  
o p e r a t o r ?  
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A. N O ,  s i r .  

Q. You and serge 'ant  JOHNSON monitored t h e  r a d i o s  dur ing  
t h a t  morning and followed t h e  ope ra t ion?  

A. Normally, y e s ,  sir.  

Q. STEPHENS was he lp ing  ou t?  

A. Right .  

Q We've go t  cons iderable  evidence from q u i t e  a num-
b e r  of w i tnesses  of t r ansmiss ions  t h a t  came over  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  
r a d i o  n e t s  t h a t  morning. You were monitor ing p r i m a r i l y  t h e  
t a s k  f o r c e  n e t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

(2. Now what oth.er n e t s  w e r e  you monitoring? 

A. The t a s k  f o r c e  air-ground n e t  on which t h e  combat 
a s s a u l t s  were going on,  and t h e  b r igade  n e t ,  s ir .  

Q . I guess Captain VAZQUEZ had an a r t i l l e r y  s e r g e a n t  
o f f  i n  a corner  monitor ing t h e  a r t i l l e r y  n e t ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Do you remember wh-ether Lieu tenant  WATKINS was wi th  
Colonel W R K E R  i n  t h e  Char l i e -Char l i e  s h i p  t h a t  morning? H e  
w a s  your s i g n a l  o f f i c e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  a t a l l  Negro. 

Q =  W a s  he w i t h  Colonel BARKER t h a t  morning? 

A. I can% r e c a l l ,  s i r .  He could have been.  He flew 
w i t h  him q u i t e  a b i t  t o  o p e r a t e  t h e  r a d i o s .  

Q . Do you r e c a l l  how th.e o p e r a t i o n  went that morning?
I ' m  t h i n k i n g  now of th.e i n s e r t i o n  of  C h a r l i e  Company. The 
i n i t i a l  r e p o r t  was that the LZ was c o l d ,  and t h e n  you go t  a 
r e p o r t  t h a t  the LZ was ho t .  
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The i n s e r t i o n  of C h a r l i e  Company went o f f  a l l - r i g h t ?  

A. Right .  

Q There ' s  one p a r t i c u l a r  t ransmiss ion  t h a t  I wanted 
t o  ask you about t h a t  you must have heard.  Others  heard  i t ,  
and you must have heard it. The t ransmiss ion  was a message 
from Colonel HENDERSON. He was o u t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  Char l ie -
Char l i e  s h i p ,  t o o .  I n  h i s  command s h i p ,  t h e r e  were about 11 
people i n  it, and he  was o r b i t i n g  ove r  t h e  a r e a  and s o  was 
Colonel BARKER. The gunships were s t i l l  on t h e  scene he re  
and t h e r e .  A t  about 0900  hours t h e  t r ansmiss ion  came over  
t h e  Task Force Barker n e t  from Rawhide 6 :  " I  d o n ' t  want any 
unnecessary k i l l i n g  o u t  t h e r e . "  Do you remember r e c e i v i n g  
t h i s  o r  h e a r i n g  t h i s  message? 

A.  No, sir. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  I ' l l  ask you about another  t r ansmiss ion  
which came i n  over  t h e  air-ground n e t  t h a t  morning and was 
heard by s e v e r a l  people  ,. anybody t h a t  was l i s t e n i n g .  This  
i s  Captain K O T O U C t s  ve r s ion .  This  is  a f t e r  he desc r ibed  t h e  
TOC and who was t h e r e  t h a t  morning on t h e  1 6 t h :  

"Q. Now t h e n ,  t e l l  me what e l s e  you can about t h e  
ope ra t ion  and t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  r epor t s .  coming o u t  . 

of My La i  ( 4 ) ?  

(CALHOUN) 

"A. There was a r e p o r t  from S k e e t e r ,  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
p i l o t .  And t h e  repor t - - I  cannot quo te  it verbatim--
t h e  r e p o r t  was something about someone g e t t i n g  
s h o t  w i th  a machinegun.. '.Looks l i k e  t h e y  a r e  
shoo t ing  them wi th  a machinegun. Someone i s  
going ac ross  t h e  road and i s  g e t t i n g  s h o t  wi th  
a machinegun.' The h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ,  whoever 
he w a s ,  s a i d  something l i k e :  'He d o e s n ' t  have 
a weapon,' o r  words t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  Major 
CALHOUN go t  t h e  r e p o r t  and he go t  ho ld  of  
bo th  Captain MEDINA and Captain MICHLES, and 
I ' m  s u r e  he t a l k e d  t o  both commanders, and I 
am almost  p o s i t i v e  he t o l d  them, 'Make s u r e  
we a r e  n o t  shoo t ing  anyone t h a t  i ,g n o t  necessary .  
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L e t ' s  n o t  be  k i l l i n g  any c i v i l i a n s  o u t  t h e r e . '  
They rogered  t h e  r e p o r t .  

" Q .  Did you h e a r  them roger?  

"A. I heard  MEDINA r o g e r  t h e  r e p o r t ,  and t h a t  was 
t h e  l a s t  I heard  of any th ing  l i k e  t h a t  going on ."  

Does t h i s  r e f r e s h  your memory a s  t o  anyth ing  you heard? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q.  Can you f i x  a t i m e  on t h i s  now? I ' d  l i k e  t o  have 
your  v e r s i o n  of t h e  t ime? 

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  t i m e ,  sir. 

Q. W e l l ,  l e t ' s  s e e  i f  w e  can f i x  it i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  some 
e v e n t s  you would r e c a l l .  Do you r e c a l l  Colonel  BARKER coming 
back t h e  f i r s t  t ime  a f t e r  h i s  i n i t i a l  swing o u t  o v e r  t h e  op-
e r a t i o n a l  a r e a ,  o r  w a s  t h i s  b e f o r e  h e  r e t u r n e d ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s i r .  I ' m  s o r r y .  

Q Was it b e f o r e  General  KOSTER v i s i t e d  him? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I t h i n k  it was b e f o r e  General  KOSTER 
v i s i t e d  him. 

Q- Would you t e l l  us  what you t o l d  Capta in  MEDINA and 
Capta in  MICHLES a t  t h i s  t ime?  

A. S i r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of  what I can remember, I t o l d  them 
t h a t  w e  d idn  't want any c i v i l i a n s  u n n e c e s s a r i l y  h u r t .  

Q =  The way KOTOUC pu t s  it,  he  has  you say ing :  " L e t ' s  
n o t  be  k i l l i n g  any c i v i l i a n s  o u t  t h e r e .  Make s u r e  we a r e  
n o t  s h o o t i n g  anyone t h a t  i s  n o t  neces sa ry . "  S ince  t h i s  i s  
n o t  verba t im,  does t h a t  sound about r i g h t ?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Your l o g  shows t h a t  General  KOSTER g o t  i n  about  
0945 ,  s o  it would have been b e f o r e  t h e n ?  

A .  To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, s i r ,  I a m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q. I a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  f ac t - -
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A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I thought  it was General  YOUNG, b u t  
it must have been General  KOSTER t h e r e .  I do remember h i s  
v i s i t i n g .  

Q. The Task Force Barker  l o g  does show t h a t  General  
KOSTER a r r i v e d  a t  0935. There were some o t h e r  s i m i l i a r  
t r a n s m i s s i o n s  t h a t  came i n .  D o  you remember CARTER'S d u s t o f f ?  

A. Who w a s  CARTER, s i r ?  

Q H e ' s  a man from C h a r l i e  Company who s h o t  h imse l f  
i n  t h e  f o o t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. They s e n t  a h e l i c o p t e r  o u t  t o  p ick  him up? 

A. Right .  . 
Q. Thi s  occu t r ed  about 1025. S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h a t ,  
t h e r e  was a t r ansmis s ion  from t h e  d u s t o f f  p i l o t  who s a i d ,  
appa ren t ly  o v e r  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  n e t ,  o r  it might have been 
ove r  t h e  a i r -ground n e t ,  and it was appa ren t ly  hea rd  by 
Colonel  BARKER and more than  l i k e l y  hea rd  by t h e  persons  
i n  t h e  TOC, and it s a i d :  "There a r e  bod ie s  a l l  ove r  t h e  
p l a c e .  What t h e  h e l l  is  going on down t h e r e ? "  T h i s  was 
r i g h t  a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  on t h e  sou th  edge o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
Following t h i s ,  Colonel  BARKER i s s u e d  o r d e r s  t o  Capta in  
MEDINA on a r a d i o  t r a n s m i s s i o n  t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g .  D o  
you r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  t h e s e  t r ansmis s ions?  

A .  No, sir.  May I i n t e r j e c t  something he re?  

Q. C e r t a i n l y ,  

A. Normally, t h e  medevac s h i p  normal ly  went i n  on 
a company n e t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether t h i s  was t r u e  o r  n o t  
on t h i s  one. But when it went i n t o  C h a r l i e  Com?any1s a r e a ,  
it normally went i n  on t h e  company n e t .  

COL FRANKLIN: Suppose it w a s  your  b a t t a l i o n  C&C ship?:$ 
Suppose it w a s  Colonel  BARKER'S C&C s h i p  t h a t  went i n  
t o  d u s t  o f f  CARTER? 
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Would he s t i l l  be on t h e  company n e t  o r  would he be 
on t h e  b a t t a l i o n  n e t ?  

A. The C&C always opera ted  on t h e  b a t t a l i o n  n e t .  

Q I t  was t h e  C&C t h a t  went i n  t o  dus to f f  CARTER. 

MR WEST: That was the  h e l i c o p t e r .  Colonel BARKER was back 
i n  t h e  TOC. 

10: Well, I th ink  we've got  t o  s t r a i g h t e n  o u t  what 
r ad io  we a re  t a l k i n g  about ,  whether we a r e  t a l k i n g  about 
t h e  PRC-25 o r  whether we a r e  t a l k i n g  about t h e  organic  
r ad ios  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s .  It makes q u i t e  a b i t  of d i f -
ference .  

A. I would say normally he was on t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
n e t .  Whether he was on t h e  b a t t a l i o n  n e t  o r  t h e  company 
n e t  a t  t h i s  t ime,  sir--

MR WEST: ( In te rpos ing)  I j u s t  wanted t o  i n q u i r e  i f  you 
h e a r d . t h i s  t ransmiss ion .  W e  do have evidence t h a t  Colonel 
BARKER received t h i s  t ransmiss ion  from a d u s t o f f  p i l o t ,  
i n  f a c t ,  t h e  same man who had been t a k i n g  him around t h e  
a rea  e a r l i e r ,  and he had i s sued  o rde r s  t o  Captain MEDINA t o  
s t o p  t h i s .  But you d o n ' t  remember hea r ing  t h i s ?  

A. N o ,  sir.  

I 0  : Where was Colonel BARKER a t  t h a t  moment? 

MR WEST: He was back i n  t h e  TOC. 

Q.  W e  have evidence t h a t  it was Colonel BARKER. Severa l  
wi tnesses  s a i d  it was, so  I wanted t o  check t h i s  with you. 

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  t r a n s -
mission. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  about 1040 t a l k i n g  t o  MEDINA on t h e  
r ad io  and t e l l i n g  him t o  make s u r e  no innocent  c i v i l i a n s  a r e  
being k i l l e d ?  
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A. ' S i r ,  I remember t a l k i n g  t o  MEDINA. I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  
it was t h a t  t i m e  o f  t h e  morning. May I e x p l a i n ?  

* 
Sure ,  go ahead. 

A. I remember t a l k i n g  t o  MEDINA from t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
when I f lew over  h i s  a r e a  and,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, 
t h a t  was abou t - - i t  may have been 1040. I t h i n k  I s a i d  
b e f o r e  t h a t  it was between 1 0  and 1 2  o ' c lock  sometime, s i r .  

Q. The l o g  shows t h a t  you l e f t  Landing Zone D o t t i e  
a t  1140? 

Q. The message came i n  around 1040. I t  w a s  a f t e r  
CARTER'S d u s t o f f ,  n o t  long  a f t e r .  Do you remember o r d e r s  
be ing  i s s u e d  by Captain  MEDINA t o  t h e  p l a toons  t o  s t o p  
t h e  k i l l i n g  and s t o p  t h e  shoo t ing?  

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  I do remember 
d i s c u s s i n g  t h i s  w i t h  him. 

Q Is t h i s  a p o i n t  t h a t  you can f o r g e t ?  You i s s u e  
an o r d e r  t o  a company commander t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g ?  

A. No. I ' m  n o t  s ay ing  I f o r g o t  it. I ' m  s a y i n g  I 
d o n ' t  remember s ay ing  it a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I t a l k e d  t o  him 
l a t e r ,  about 1130 o r  1 1 4 0 ,  about t h a t .  

Q How about ano the r  t ime ,  ahout 11 o ' c l o c k ?  L e t t s  
move t o  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade TOC. Sergeant  KIRKPATRICK, t h e  
o p e r a t i o n s  s e r g e a n t ,  i s  moni tor ing  t h e  a i r -ground n e t  a t  
b r igade .  He h e a r s  a t r a n s m i s s i o n ,  " I f  you s h o o t  t h a t  
man, I am going t o  shoot  you." This  a p p a r e n t l y  came from 
a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  between THOMPSON, t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ,  
and a ground u n i t .  Do you remember t h a t  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. No, sir.  Did you say  t h a t  t h e  b r i g a d e  TOC mon-
i t o r e d  t h a t  a t  t h e  b r i g a d e ?  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  I won ' t  a t t r i b u t e  t h a t  t o  anyth ing .  
Sergeant  KIRKPATRICK nionitored a message on t h e  a i r -
ground n e t  a t  b r i g a d e  coming from t h e  C h a r l i e  Company 
a r e a  a t  t h a t  t ime ,  and t h e  message they  heard  was quoted:  
" I f  you shoo t  t h a t  man, I am going t o  shoot  you." 
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They wondered what was go ing  on,  s o  Capta in  HENDERSON 
i n  t h e  TOC c a l l e d  Task Force Barker TOC t o  i n q u i r e  i n t o  t h e  
reason f o r  such t r a f f i c .  Do you remember t h a t  c a l l  coming 
i i ~ ?  

A .  No, s ir .  

Q. Would you have known about  it i f  such a c a l l  came i n ?  
I t ' s  r a t h e r  unusua l ,  i s n ' t  i t ?  

A. S i r ,  I d i d n ' t  moni tor  every  c a l l  t h a t  came i n .  

Q *  It  probably came i n  o v e r  t h e  l a n d l i n e  t o  check p o i n t ?  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember t h e  c a l l .  

Q. L e t ' s  go back e a r l i e r  t hen  t o  something somewhat 
s i m i l a r .  That  i s  r i g h t  t h e r e  on LZ D o t t i e  w i th  you i n  t h e  
van,  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  van of t h e  123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n .  There 
i s  a S p e c i a l i s t  KUBERT t h e r e  and a  Captain  HOE moni tor ing 
t h e i r  a i r -ground n e t s ,  and they  h e a r  t r a f f i c  o v e r  t h e r e  
on t h e  a i r -ground n e t  of Shark gunships  making a gunrun on 
c i v i l i a n s .  They heard  every  b i t  of  t h i s  t r a f f i c .  They 
c a l l e d  over  t o  t h e  TOC and asked about  t h i s ,  i n q u i r e d  about  
it, and asked what was going on. Do you remember t h i s ?  

A .  N O ,  sir. 

Q- You d i d n ' t  t a k e  such a c a l l ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  ca l l .  I t h i n k  I ta l l t ed  t o  
Major WATKE l a t e r  on i n  t h e  day. 

Q. I ' m  n o t  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h a t .  You s a i d  you gave MEDINA 
an o r d e r  about  k i l l i n g  c i v i l i a n s  l a t e r  i n  t h e  day.  Would you 
d e s c r i b e  t h a t ?  

A. Yes, sir.  I went o u t  i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  and t a l k e d  
t o  MEDINA on t h i s .  I had been g iven  a c o o r d i n a t e ,  I d o n ' t  
remember t h e  c o o r d i n a t e ,  where it w a s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a he l -
i c o p t e r  p i l o t  had seen  a  U.S. s o l d i e r  shoo t  a c i v i l i a n .  I 
asked him,' I b e l i e v e ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my memory, s i r ,  i f  he  
had any t r o o p s  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  t h a t  someone had r e p o r t e d  an i n -
c i d e n t  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  H e  came back and s a i d  h e  had no t r o o p s  
i n  t h a t  a r e a .  
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I went on and t o l d  him t o  make s u r e  and t a k e  a l l  
t h e  p r e c a u t i o n s  n o t  t o  unneces sa r i l y  h u r t  any c i v i l i a n s .  I 
d o n ' t  know t h e  e x a c t  words, s i r ;  I am g i v i n g  you t h e  g i s t  
of t h e  conversation--and no unnecessary burn ing .  

Q =  .What w a s  t h e  reason  f o r  your be ing  o u t  i n  t h e  
Cha r l i e -Cha r l i e?  

A .  S i r ,  a s  I s t a t e d  i n  my prev ious  tes t imony,  I thought  
it w a s  j u s t  a r o u t i n e  f l i g h t .  But t h e  more t h a t  I have though t  
about  i t ,  it seems t o  me t h a t  Colonel  BARKER and I t a l k e d  about  
i t ,  and he  s e n t  me o u t  t h e r e  t o  c o n t a c t  MEDINA and t o  check w i t h  
him on t h i s ,  s i r .  

Q . To do what? 

A .  To check wi th  him on t h i s ,  s i r ,  on t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  
c o n t a c t  him and make s u r e  t h a t  no c i v i l i a n s  had been 
unneces sa r i l y  k i l l e d .  

Q What w a s  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  aga in?  

A. A r e p o r t ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of  my knowledge, from Major 
WATKE o r  somebody i n  h i s  o p e r a t i o n s  c e n t e r ,  who had informed 
Colonel  BARKER of  a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  s e e i n g  a U.S. s o l d i e r  
s h o o t  a c i v i l i a n .  

Q - Do you remember what t h e  l o c a t i o n  where t h i s  
was supposed t o  have occu r red  was? 

A .  No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  I w a s  informed o f  t h i s ,  b u t  I 
don ' t remember. 

Q - Major WATKE had c a l l e d  over  t o  Colonel  BARKER and 
had made t h i s  r e p o r t ?  

A.  To t h e  b e s t  of  my memory, s i r .  T h a t ' s  what I can 
r e c a l l .  

Q - H e  t o l d  you t o  go o u t  i n  a h e l i c o p t e r  and check 
on i t ?  

A.  Y e s ,  sir.  
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a - L e t t s  s e e  i f  t h i s  i s  t h e  same i n c i d e n t  you a r e  des-
c r i b i n g  t h a t  you descr ibed before .  When you were h e r e  before  
you descr ibed an i n c i d e n t ,  and I quote p a r t  of t h e  testimony: 

"Q. Before you g e t  i n t o  t h i s ,  d i d  Colonel BARKER 
r e t u r n  t o  LZ Dot t i e? .  

"A. Yes. H e  had re tu rned  t o  LZ D o t t i e ,  b u t  I 
d o n ' t  know t h e  time of t h i s .  Again, I would say 
somewhere between 1 0  and 12 o ' c l o c k ,  i n  t h a t  a r e a ;  
12 o ' c l o c k  o r  more toward t h a t  a r e a ,  i f  I remember 
c o r r e c t l y .  He re tu rned  and came back i n  and asked 
me i f  I wanted t o  r i d e  over  t h e  a r e a .  

"Q. Did h.e t e l l  you about anything he had seen 
t h e r e ?  

"A. N O ,  ' s ir .  " 

This i s  what you meant t o  c o r r e c t  a l i t t l e  while  ago? 

A. Yes, sir. This i s  what I was c o r r e c t i n g ,  General. 
certainly you know t h a t  I have been t h i n k i n g  about t h i s  and 
t r y i n g  t o  r e c a l l .  I wanted t o  c l e a r  t h a t  up, because I f e e l  
t h a t  I knew about t h e  i n c i d e n t  p r i o r  t o  going o u t  t h e r e  versus 
g e t t i n g  o u t  t h e r e  and g e t t i n g  t h e  r a d i o  t ransmiss ion  as  I once 
s t a t e d .  I knew something about t h e  i n c i d e n t  p r i o r  t o  going 
o u t  t h e r e ,  s ir .  

Q Let  m e  read another  p a r t  of it and s e e  i f  you can 
r e l a t e  it. I n  an answer t o  a ques t ion ,  you s a i d :  

"Later  on i n  t h e  day I went i n  a chopper over 
t h e  a rea , .  and rece ived  a c a l l  a t  t h a t  t ime from 
Colonel BARKER t o  con tac t  Captain MEDINA by r a d i o  
and t e l l  him that--- .here aga in ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether 
t h e r e  was any mention i n  h i s  r a d i o  t ransmission 
t o  m e  t h a t  t h e r e  had been some r e p o r t s  of some 
c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  and t h e  v i l l a g e  being burned. But 
I do know t h a t  he c a l l e d  me and t o l d  me t o  contac t  
Captain MEDINA and t e l l  him t o  ga in  c o n t r o l  of 
his u n i t  and no t  l e t  them g e t  o u t  o f  c o n t r o l .  So 
a t  t h a t  time--and a l s o  he t o l d  me once I con-
t a c t e d  Captain MEDINA f o r  me t o  r e t u r n  t o  LZ Dot t i e  
i n  t h e  chopper. I contac ted  Captain MEDINA. " 
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I 'd l i k e  t o  g e t  t h i s  s t r a i g h t .  I f  you could go th rough  it 
again--did you have your  miss ion be fo re  you g o t  i n  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. What I am t r y i n g  t o  c l e a r  up a s  f a r  a s  t h e  t e s t i -
mony, s i r ,  .is t h a t  I had t h e  miss ion p r i o r  t o  g e t t i n g  i n t o  
t h e  chopper and had some knowledge o f  a r e p o r t e d  i n c i d e n t  
a t  t h a t  t i m e :  a c i v i l i a n  be ing  s h o t  by a s o l d i e r .  And I 
went o u t  t h e r e  t o  t a l k  wi th  MEDINA about  t h i s .  It  w a s  a 
dua l  miss ion .  I a l s o  f lew over  Bravo Company t o  check 
wi th  them a t  t h e  same t ime .  

Q You went on t o  s t a t e  i n  your tes t imony:  

"I c o n t a c t e d  Capta in  MEDINA. I t o l d  him t h a t  t h e  
t a s k  f o r c e  commander wanted him t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  he  
had c o n t r o l  of h i s  u n i t  and i n s u r e  t h a t  no c i v i l -
i a n s  w e r e  be ing  harmed o r  h u r t ,  and t h e r e  would 
be  no burning.  I f  it w a s  being done now, it w a s  
t o  be c u t  o u t ,  and i n s u r e  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  no burn-
i n g  of  t h e  v i l l a g e . "  

Now, i s  t h e  on ly  t ime  you i s s u e d  such i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  Capta in  
PIEDINA t h a t  morning? W e  have evidence t h a t  such i n s t r u c t i o n s  
were given t o  Capta in  MEDINA? 

A. I gave it -to him e a r l i e r ,  s ir .  The one t i m e  ea r l ie r ,  
t h e n  t h i s  t ime.  

Q Before t h i s  t ime? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. When w a s  t h a t ?  Th i s  had t o  be  sometime a f t e r  1140? 

A. I ' m  s o r r y ,  s ir .  I thought  you meant t h i s  was t h e  
only  t i m e .  Rephrase your  q u e s t i o n  a g a i n ,  s i r ?  

Q - Is t h i s  t h e  on ly  t i m e  you i s s u e d  such i n s t r u c t i o n s  
t o  Capta in  MEDINA? This  would have been a f t e r  1140? 

A. I i s s u e d  them a t  t h a t  t ime and a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  
Capta in  KOTOUC i n d i c a t e d  i n  h i s  s t a t emen t ,  t h o s e  two t i m e s .  
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Q So, a s  we f i g u r e  i t  o u t ,  t h a t  was sometime b e f o r e  
General  KOSTER a r r i v e d  a t  0 9 3 5 ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q Do you know what was back of  t h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n  t o  
you from Colonel BARKER t h a t  you r ece ived  b e f o r e  you g o t  on 
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. S i r ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  I on ly  knew t h a t  t h e r e  had been 
an i n c i d e n t  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  an a v i a t o r  o r  a p i l o t  had seen an 
American shoo t  a c i v i l i a n .  I la te r  found o u t  what i t  was 
about ,  b u t  a t  t h i s  t ime t h a t ' s  a l l  I knew, s i r .  

Q Before  you t e l l  m e  what i t ' s  about ,  had Major 
WATKE come i n t o  t h e  TOC b e f o r e  you l e f t  i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember him be ing  t h e r e ,  sir. 

Q I ask you t o  t h i n k  back,  Major CALHOUN. There i s  
a l o t  of  t r a f f i c  on t h e  a i r .  I t  s t a r t e d  r a t h e r  e a r l y ,  from 
0830 on,  a s e r i e s  of messages. Remarks w e r e  heard  ove r  t h e  
a i r  about  c i v i l i a n s  be ing  k i l l e d  i n  and around My La i  ( 4 )  
where C h a r l i e  Company was o p e r a t i n g .  These messages 
came ove r  t h e  r a d i o  t h a t  you were moni tor ing  t h e r e  i n  t h e  
TOC. I should  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e s e  would have aroused a g r e a t  
deal of concern.  I wish you would t h i n k  back now t o  what 
you do remember o f  t h a t  t r a f f i c ?  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  amount of t r a f f i c  t h a t  
you seem t o  i n d i c a t e . .  I do r e c a l l  one t h i n g  came i n  t h a t  I 
con tac t ed  MEDINA on,  t h a t  I do r e c a l l .  Here a g a i n ,  t h i s  
should  be c l e a r  i n  my prev ious  s t a t emen t .  Another c a l l  
came i n  t h a t  made mention of 69 VC k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  
and I do remember t a l k i n g  wi th  Sergeant  JOHNSON about  t h i s .  
That  was a l a r g e  number of  VC a t  t h e  t ime .  

Q W e ' l l  t a k e  t h a t  up i n  a moment. A t  t h e  moment, I 
want t o  b r i n g  o u t  t h e  p o i n t s  about  r e p o r t s  of what was r e f e r -
r e d  t o  concerning c i v i l i a n s .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I do remember t h e  one t h a t  I con tac t ed  
MEDINA on t h e  f i r s t  t i m e , , a n d  Colonel BARKER t a l k i n g  wi th  
m e  p r i o r  t o  going ou t .  
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Q L e t  m e  ask you about  one more p o i n t  b e f o r e  I . l eave  
t h i s .  This  i s  from Se rgean t  STEPHENS tes t imony.  Se rgean t  
STEPHENS, of  cou r se ,  was t h e r e  and heard  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  you 
d i d .  Now, h e  remembers an i n c i d e n t  o r  a r e p o r t .  H e ' s  n o t  
t o o  s u r e  whether  it came ove r  t h e  r a d i o  o r  i t  was when Major 
WATKE came i n  l a t e r  on. H e  i s  i n c l i n e d  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  he 
heard  it ove r  t h e  r a d i o ,  and h e  was asked about  what r a d i o  
n e t s  were be ing  monitored.  He desc r ibed  some o f  t h e  Warlord 
t r a f f i c  t h a t  he  hea rd ,  and he s a i d  he  had hea rd  a message 
come over ,  and he thought  t h i s  was from Major WATKE. H e  
w a s  asked: 

"Q.  Was t h a t  b r i g a d e  o r  t a s k  f o r c e  channel?  

"A. Task f o r c e ,  y e s ,  sir .  And somewhere, I 
d o n ' t  remember j u s t  where--i t  may n o t  even have 
come o v e r  t h e  r a d i o ,  b u t  I ' m  s u r e  i t  d i d - - e i t h e r  -i* 
Major CALHOUN o r  someone s a i d  t hey  was k i l l i n g  cp3 

i nnocen t  c i v i l i a n s .  I t  came over  t h e  r a d i o ,  and 3 
t h e y  s a i d  it was Major WATKE. I d o n ' t  know i f  
t h a t ' s  h i s  name. Anyway it was t h e  major w i th  
t h e  Warlords.  H e  s a i d  t hey  were k i l l i n g  innocent  tP) 
c i v i l i a n s .  " Y+ 

H e  w a s  i n t e r r u p t e d  w i t h  a ques t ion :  

"Q.  Do you remember about  what t i m e  t h i s  happened? 

"A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  I c a n ' t  remember i f  it d i d  
come o v e r  t h e  r a d i o .  I know t h e r e  was something 
s a i d  about  i t  a t  t h e  TOC, and I was s u r e  it 
came over  t h e  r a d i o  because Major CALHOUN, i f  I 
remember c o r r e c t l y ,  - s a i d :  'Wel l ,  d o n ' t  worry about  
t h a t  now. ' Maybe t h a t  was n o t  h i s  words, b u t  any-
way he  t o l d  him--he went on t o  t e l l  t h a t  he  
would g e t  i t  t aken  c a r e  of  o r  t h a t  he  would check 
on it. Anyway he made t h e  remark, I ' m  s u r e ,  t o  
Colonel  BARKER about i t ,  and then  they  dropped it. 

"Q. L e t ' s  g e t  t h i s  s t r a i g h t  now. This  i s  somebody i n  
t h e  Warlords,  t o  Major CALHCUN, complaining about 
t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  innocent  c i v i l i a n s ?  
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"A. I t  was from someone i n  t h e  Warlords. Well,  
t h i s  could no t  have been from t h e  major of War-
l o r d s  t o  our  TOC. I t  might have been Coyote o r  
whatever o u r  call s i g n  was a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  It may 
have been from Warlords t o  some of h i s  personnel ,  
some of  h i s  s h i p s .  

"Q. But you could h e a r  i t ?  

"A. Y e s ,  sir. I t  came ove r ,  a Warlord 's  personnel  
spoke. Major CALHOUN, i f  I ' m  c o r r e c t ,  made t h e  
s t a t emen t  n o t  t o  worry about i t  now, o r  we ' 11 
t a k e  c a r e  of it, o r  something, and made t h e  remark 
t o  Colonel BARKER f o r  him t o  check on it because 
eve ry th ing  was happening. I ' m  s u r e  it was when a 
l o t  of t h e  a c t i o n  was going on. 

"Q. During t h e  ope ra t ion?  

"A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  because t h e r e  was s o  much t r a f f i c  
going on t h e  n e t ,  he d i d n ' t  want t o  t i e  it up f o r  
t h i s  when o t h e r  t h i n g s  w e r e  happening, too ."  

When w e  r ece ived  t h e  tes t imony,  he was a l i t t l e  b i t  confused. 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t ,  s i r .  

Q H e  does  r a i s e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e r e  was such 
a t r ansmiss ion ,  and you heard it ,  and you w e r e n ' t  a b l e  t o  do 
anything a t  t h e  t ime,  and you t a l k e d  t o  Colonel BARKER about 
it later.  Do you remember such a t ransmiss ion?  

A. No, sir. 

10: When you flew o u t  over  t h e  a r e a ,  a t  what a l t i t u d e  
d i d  you f l y  a t ?  

A. S i r ,  1 , 5 0 0  f e e t .  

Q .  Why? 

A .  That  was t h e  normal a l t i t u d e  t h a t  we flew a t ,  s ir .  
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Q They h a d n ' t  had a s h o t  f i r e d  a t  them i n  anger. a l l  morn- 1 
i ng .  This  o p e r a t i o n ,  i t ' s  been going on now s i n c e  0730 i n  t h e  
morning, and w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  about 1130, a lmost  12 o ' c l o c k ,  and 
t h e  lone  c a s u a l t y  o u t  o f  C h a r l i e  Company s o  f a r  w a s  one man 
shoo t ing  h imse l f  i n  t h e  f o o t .  And t h e y ' r e  a l r e a d y  through t h e  
v i l l a g e .  You know where t hey  a r e ,  and t h e  choppers and every-
body had been roaming around t h e r e .  And y o u ' r e  s t i l l  a t  1500 
f e e t ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q . The gunships  and a l l  t h e s e  people  have been down 
l and ing  on t h e  ground,  p i c k i n g  up people ,  moving them around. 
What d i d  you see a t  1500 f e e t ?  

Cf* 

S i r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of  my knowledge, I d o n ' t  remember 
c3

A. =I' 
s e e i n g  C h a r l i e  Company moving o u t  o f  t h e  wes t  s i d e  o f  My L a i .  
You could see some t r o o p s .  

Q =  E a s t  s i d e  o r  w e s t  s i d e ?  

A. E a s t  s i d e ,  sir.  

Q They 'd  been through n e a r l y  2 hours .  

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  b e s t  o f  my knowledge. T h a t ' s  what I remember. 

Q Did you see any s h o o t i n g  going on down t h e r e ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q What could  you s e e  from 1500 f e e t ?  Could you see 
t roops  moving on t h e  ground? 

A. . To t h e  b e s t  of my memory, I thought  I s a w  them 
moving o u t  o f  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  i n t o  t h e  rice 
paddies .  

Q West? 

A. I nean e a s t .  

Q . W e l l ,  t h ey  probably were t h e r e .  They w e r e  a l l  
parked o u t  t h e r e  i n  a s e c u r i t y  format ion f o r  lunch .  But 
t e l l  me what else you could  see. 
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I f  you cou ld  s e e  them, you cou ld  s e e  bod ie s ,  t o o ,  c o u l d n ' t  you? 

A. No, s i r ,  I c o u l d n ' t  see any bod ie s .  

Q Were you look ing  f o r  them? 

A. NO,  sir.  

Q About t h a t  t ime  j u s t  sou th  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  i f  you 'd
looked r e a l  c l o s e ,  you probably  would have s een  somewhere be-
tween 30 and 40  o f  them. Did syou e v e r  g e t  down a long  Highway 
521 and t h e  road  l e a d i n g  from t h e  v i l l a g e  o u t  t o  521? 

A. Do you mean run t h e  road? 

Q No. W e l l ,  y o u ' r e  s o  h igh  up you c o u l d n ' t  run  a 
road  a t  1500 f e e t .  But d i d  you e v e r  f l y  t o  t h e  sou th  p a r t  
o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e r e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I f lew t o  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  
ove r  where C h a r l i e  Company was. 

Q .  What d i d  you f l y  o u t  f o r ?  Why d i d n ' t  you j u s t  
communicate w i t h  them from t h e  TOC? Is t h a t  a l l  y o u ' r e  o u t  
t h e r e  f o r ,  j u s t  t o  communicate w i t h  them. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q You can communicate w i t h  them from t h e  TOC, i s  t h a t  
r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q =  You c a n ' t  s e e  any th ing  from 1500 f e e t  i n  a s i t -
u a t i o n  l i k e  t h i s .  Did you l a n d  down - t h e r e  t o  t a l k  t o  e i t h e r  
MEDINA o r  MICHLES? 

A. No, sir. 

Q What about  t h i s  bu rn ing  now? What d i d  you s e e  bu rn ing  
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  . t h i s  t ime? 

A. A t  t h e  a l t i t u d e  I was, s i r ,  I saw a couple  smoke 
s t reams  coming o u t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  That  w a s  a l l .  
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Q Did you look a t  t h e  o t h e r  p a r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t o  
t h e  west  o f  where you saw smoke coming o u t ?  You probably 
saw a l i t t l e  smoke doming o u t  o f  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  west  s i d e  o f  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  No, sir.  

Q W e l l ,  l e t  m e  back up a minute.  You're s u r e  t h a t  
a l l  you w e r e  t o l d  when you went o u t  t h e r e  i s  t h a t  somebody 
had s h o t  a c i v i l i a n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Someone s h o t  a c i v i l i a n ?  

A. R igh t ,  sir.  

Q a And i f  t h e r e  were any c i v i l i a n s  g e t t i n g  k i l l e d ,  you
wanted it stopped? 

A. R igh t  sir. 

Q Do you know t h a t  t h a t ' s  perhaps  t h e  f i r s t  t ime w e  've 
heard  o f  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  a t  t h i s  t ime?  W e  know what w a s  t o l d  
by Major WATKE t o  Colonel  BARKER. I t  i s n ' t  one c i v i l i a n  w e  ' re 
t a l k i n g  about.  I t ' s  q u i t e  a l o t  of  c i v i l i a n s .  

A. T h a t ' s  what I knew a t  t h a t  t ime ,  sir.  

Q * You a t  no t i m e  s a w  Major WATKE t a l k i n g  t o  Colonel  
BARKER p r i o r  t o  your  d e p a r t u r e ?  

A .  I c a n ' t  remember, s i r ,  whether I d i d  o r  n o t .  

Q B y  t h i s  t i m e ,  had you heard  t h a t  one of  t h e  h e l i -
c o p t e r s  had landed and p icked  up a wounded boy and t aken  
him t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  i n  Quang Ngai? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember it, sir.  

Q o Had you hea rd  t h a t  t h e r e  had been a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  
between t h e  a i r  e lement  and t h e  ground element? 

A .  No, sir. 
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Q To t h e  p o i n t  where t h e i r  machineguns had been t r a i n e d  
on o t h e r  American forces?  

A .  No, sir, I d id  no t .  

Q. Had you heard t h a t  a h e l i c o p t e r  gunship had landed 
i n  f r o n t  of t h e  American t roops  t o  evacuate  some c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q I j u s t  wonder how a l l  t h i s  t r a f f i c  can go on, and w e  
a c t u a l l y  know a g r e a t  dea l  t h a t  d id  go on, Some we have on 
tape .  Some we have heard from people coming i n ,  and we have 
had it v e r i f i e d  by o the r  people.  You're t h e  opera t ions  o f f i c e r ,  
and you d o n ' t  hea r  any of t h i s .  We know what conversat ion went 
on between Major WATKE and Colonel BARKER, and you go ou t  and 
pass  on a message which i s  based upon one i n d i v i d u a l  shoot ing 
a c i v i l i a n .  

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  b e s t  of my memory, sir.  That ' s  t h e  way 
I understand it. 

MR WEST: L e t ' s  go back a b i t  now. We got  your testimony 
s t r a igh tened  o u t  a while  ago. You go t  your mission from 
Colonel BARKER, and you took it i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  L e t ' s  
t a k e  t h e  testimony of Major WATKE now. Somewhere around 
noontime, o r  be fo re  noontime a c t u a l l y ,  Warrant O f f i c e r  
THOMPSON, who had been o u t  i n  t h e  bubbletop f o r  t h e  aero-
scou t  opera t ion  over My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  came i n  t o  Major WATKE and 
repor ted  having seen ind i sc r imina te  k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  
i n  t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  a rea  by Char l i e  Company, o l d  men, women, 
and c h i l d r e n ,  bab ies ,  being k i l l e d ,  and about a con-
f r o n t a t i o n  between some of t h e  men of Char l i e  Company and 
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  people,  a s  General PEERS descr ibed.  Af te r  
g e t t i n g  t h i s  r e p o r t  from THOMPSON, Major WATKE went over 
t o  t h e  Task Force Barker TOC and t a l k e d  t o  Colonel BARKER 
about it. I ' l l  read you some of  h i s  testimony. He s a i d ,  
a f t e r  he g o t  t h i s  r e p o r t  from THOMPSON, when he was asked: 

"Q. What was your subsequent a c t i o n ?  

"A. Well, s i r ,  I contemplated t h i s  f o r  a whi le ,  I 
would say about 15 minutes o r  so ,  wondering what 
t o  do about it. " 
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And h e  t hough t  t h i s  o v e r  f o r  a  w h i l e  and s a i d :  

" I  c o u l d  n o t  r e s o l v e  t h e  problem, s o  I went t o  
Colone l  BARKER t o  b r i n g  it t o  h i s  l e v e l .  I t  was 
h i s  t r o o p s . "  

A t  any r a t e  he  t o l d  Colone l  BARKER t h e  s t o r y  about  t h e  i n d i s -  
c r i m i n a t e  k i l l i n g  and t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  t r o o p s ,  and 
t h e  q u e s t i o n  was asked:  

"Q.  Did you h e a r  him i s s u e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  subsequen t  
t o  t h a t  t ime?  

"A. H e  i ssued--as  I r e c a l l ,  Major CALHOUN was up, 
and he c a l l e d  him and i n s t r u c t e d  Major CALHOUN t o ,  
i n  e f f e c t ,  l ook ,  have a check on t h e  ground,  and see 
i f  any th ing  abnormal was going on.  What s p e c i f i c  
o r d e r  was g i v e n ,  s i r ,  I j u s t  d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  Then h e  
l e f t  and moved t o  t h e  h e l i p a d  some 2 minu tes ,  maybe, 
from t h e  TOC. I walked back down t o  my TOC. " 

Thi s  was d i s c u s s e d  l a t e r  i n  Major WATKE's  t e s t imony .  H e  went 
ove r  it a g a i n ,  and Major WATKE w a s  asked:  

" Q .  How d i d  BARKER r e a c t  t o  t h i s  when you t o l d  him? 

"A. The f i r s t  t h i n g ,  Colonel  BARKER d i d n ' t  g e t  i n -  
d i g n a n t  when I b rough t  it t o  h i s  a t t e n t i o n .  H i s  
f i r s t  a c t i o n  was t o  ca l l  out--as b e s t  as I can re-
c a l l  Major CALHOUN was a i r b o r n e ,  and h e  t o l d  Major 
CALHOUN, i n  e f f e c t ,  t o  look i n t o  t h i s .  H e  a l s o  
asked  him t o  b r i n g  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  back.  H e  t h e n  
d e p a r t e d  i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  and went  o u t  t o  t h e  f i e l d . "  

T h a t ' s  abou t  a l l  on t h a t  one.  I d o n ' t  f i n d  a n y t h i n g  i n  t h a t  
t e s t imony  a b o u t - - i t  d o e s n ' t  s e e m  t o  be  l i m i t e d ,  though,  t o  
j u s t  one man, one c i v i l i a n  b e i n g  s h o t .  And a l s o  i t ' s  g o t  you 
i n  t h e  a i r  a t  t h e  t i m e  i n s t e a d  o f  on t h e  ground. 

A .  Y e s ,  sir. And I ' d  l i k e  t o  c l e a r  t h i s  up. I w a s  
t r y i n g  t o  r e c o l l e c t  t h i s ,  t o  make it a c c u r a t e ,  sir. My f i r s t  
t e s t imony  was t o  s a y  t h a t  1 was in the air. This is  what I 
thought  o f  f i r s t  and t h e n ,  a f t e r  t h i n k i n g  about  t h i s ,  I t hough t  
maybe it had been d i s c u s s e d  b e f o r e  I l e f t - -

10: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I t h i n k  y o u ' r e  a l i t t l e  concerned about  
what you s a i d  p r e v i o u s l y  Major CALHOUN. You see--
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A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, s i r ,  I ' m  not--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Now j u s t  a minute.  Le t  me t e l l  
you what I t h i n k .  A t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime ,  we didn" know 
much about  it, and we c o u l d n ' t  g i v e  you some p o i n t e r s  a long  
t h e  way, n o t  t o  p u t  words i n  your  mouth, b u t  t o  t e l l  you 
what happened and t o  s e e  i f  some of  t h e s e  t h i n g s  f i t t e d  i n t o  
your scheme of e v e n t s .  Now we recognize  what t h e  prev ious  
tes t imony w a s .  W e  a l l  know your p rev ious  t e s t imony ,  n o t  
verba t im,  b u t  w e - - I  know what impress ion you gave me. But 
now what w e  want t o  do is - -having done t h a t ,  and your  having 
had some t i m e ,  and ou r se lves  hav ing  had t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
assemble t h i s  m a s s  of in format ion  we have--to be  a b l e  t o  s i t  
down and go o v e r  t h i s  t h i n g  s o  we can p u t  t h e  p i e c e s  i n  t h e  
p l a c e s  where t hey  belong.  So d o n ' t  be  t o o  concerned about 
your  p rev ious  tes t imony.  You t e l l  it a s  you now t h i n k  it was, 
and t h a t  w i l l  b e  ve ry ,  ve ry ,  h e l p f u l  f o r  us .  

A. Yes, s i r .  Well ,  I have t o  g o  back t h e n ,  s i r ,  and 
say  t h a t  I was a i r b o r n e  a t  t h e  t i m e .  I was given some i n -
format ion  on t h a t ,  about a c i v i l i a n  be ing  k i l l e d  by a s o l d i e r ,  
sometime i n  t h a t  t ime  pe r iod .  And I want t o  t r y  t o  p r e s e n t  
t o  t h e  board h e r e  t h a t  I might have known t h a t  p r i o r  t o  going 
o u t .  T h a t ' s  t h e  only  reason t h a t  I d i d - t h a t .  I was n o t  t r y i n g  
to--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Well ,  w i t h  t h i s  amount of  t r a f f i c  
coming th rough ,  whether you hea rd  it o r  someone e l s e  hea rd  it 
and r e l a y e d  something t o  you,  Major CALHOUN--in f a c t ,  you 
probably knew a whole l o t  more than  any one i n d i v i d u a l  because 
an awful l o t  of  in format ion  has  been f lowing i n  and o u t  o f  t h e  
TOC t h a t  morning. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

MR WEST: Wel l ,  l e t ' s  go ove r  it a g a i n  now. Why d i d  you go 
o u t  i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ?  

A. S i r ,  I ' d  have t o  s a y ,  based on t h e  l e a d  t h a t  you 've  
g iven  m e  h e r e ,  it was j u s t  a normal o v e r f l y  o f  t h e  a r e a ,  o f  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a .  

Q =  You mean you d i d n ' t  have any purpose i n  going o u t  
t h e r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y ?  
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A. No, n o t  t h a t  I can remember, noth ing  more than  t h a t ,  

10: W e l l ,  you w i l l  remember, Major CAIiHOUN, i f  you went 
o u t  a t  1140, you h a d n ' t  done anything around the TOC f o r  2 hours ,  
because a l l  r e p o r t i n g  f o r  Char l i e  Company w a s  over  by, I t h i n k ,  
e i t h e r  0900 o r  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r .  Nothing else happened, a t  
l e a s t  a s  f a r  as t h e  l o g  i s  concerned. And what w a s  going on i n  
t h e  TOC? What was t h e  t i m e ,  0840? Three hours.  I t  must have 
been a l i t t l e  boring back t h e r e .  They k i l l e d  90 up t o  0840, 
and n o t  a s i n g l e  t h i n g  a f t e r  t h a t .  

MR WEST: W e l l  t hen ,  what you d iscussed  with Captain MEDINA--
you were a i rborne  i n  response t o  Co1,onel BARKER'S i n s t r u c t i o n s  
--was t o  ask him about one c i v i l i a n  being k i l l e d .  

A. S i r ,  I must n o t  have known it. 

MR MACCRATE: Major CALHOUN, you have t e s t i f i e d  about some in -  
s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  you gave t o  s t o p  t h e  burning. I b e l i e v e  you 
gave it whi le  you were a i rborne .  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Now, i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  your conversat ion w i t h  Captain 
MEDINA t h a t  you r e c a l l  having, I ga the r  a l s o  whi le  you w e r e  
airborne, .when d i d  the two t a k e  p lace ,  or d i d  they  t a k e  p l a c e  
a t  t h e  same time? 

A, I ' m  s o r r y ,  sir. I don ' t  be l i eve  I understand your 
quest ion.  

Q- Well, you've i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you d i d  have, whi le  you 
were a i rborne ,  a conversat ion wi th  Captain MEDINA over  your 
r ad io .  You a l s o  have t o l d  us t h a t  you r e c a l l  pass ing  i n s t r u c -  
t i o n s  t o  s t o p  t h e  burning. What I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  i n  my mind 
i s  t h e  r e l a t i o n  between t h e  two. Were they p a r t  of t h e  same 
transmission o r  d id  something happen t h a t  l e d  you t o  give t h e  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  s t o p  the  burning,  and then  d i d  something e l s e  
happen t h a t  l e d  you t o  t a l k  t o  Captain MEDINA about an i n c i -
dent  involving t h e  shoot ing of a woman o r  shoot ing  of a c i -
v i l i a n ?  
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A.  S i r ,  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  c l e a r  t h a t  up. I r ece ived  i n s t r u c -
t i o n s  from t h e  b r igade  whi le  I was f l y i n g  t h a t  t h e  i n c i d e n t  had 
been r e p o r t e d  and t o  check wi th  MEDINA on it and t o  make s u r e  
t h a t  t h e r e  was no unnecessary k i l l i n g  of  c i v i l i a n s  and no un-
neces sa ry  burn ing .  Th i s  i s  what I passed  on t o  him, s i r .  Now, 
t h e  i n c i d e n t  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  I found o u t  about  l a t e r ,  and ,  
i n t r y i n g  to give  2 ns re  sxact  t e s  tirnony , Ihad thought  t h a c  
I had g o t t e n  it p r i o r  t o  going o u t  t h e r e .  Undoubtedly, I d i d n ' t ,  
sir.  

Q So t h a t  you gave i n s t r u c t i o n s :  "No unnecessary k i l l -
ing of c i v i l i a n s  and s t o p  t h e  burn ing"?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q And t h e n  l a t e r  you b e l i e v e  you spoke w i t h  MEDINA a-
bou t  t h e  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  I was t h i n k i n g  t h a t  I spoke t o  
MEDINA about  t h e  i n c i d e n t  on t h i s .  Now, I ' m  n o t  s u r e  a t  what 
t i m e  I spoke t o  MEDINA. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  day,  sir.  

Q. And n o t  whi le  you were a i r b o r n e ?  

A. No, s i r .  

I0: W e l l ,  l e t  m e  ask  you one t h i n g  now. 

A.  Yes, s i r .  

Q- We know t h a t  what we ' r e  t a l k i n g  about  went on up t o  
a c e r t a i n  p o i n t  i n  t h e  morning and s topped  and bo th  MEDINA 
and MICHLES i s s u e d  o r d e r s  t o  . t h e i r  u n i t s  t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g .  
W e  know t h a t .  

A.  Yes, sir. 

Q. And a l s o  t o  s t o p  t h e  burn ing .  I ' l l  c o r r e c t  t h a t :  t o  
s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g ;  f o r g e t  about  t h e  burn ing .  Who i s s u e d  t h e  
i n s  t x u c t i o n s ?  

A. S i r ,  t o  the b e s t  of  my knowledge, I remember, a s  Cap-
t a i n  KOTOUC s a i d ,  c a l l i n g  them e a r l i e r  about  it. 

Q - He d i d n ' t  do it i n  t h i s  s imple  l i t t l e  language.  What 
a u t h o r i t y  does Capta in  KOTOUC have t o  c a l l  somebody and t e l l  
them t o  do t h a t ?  He's  n o t  running t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  You're t h e  
o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r .  
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(COL MILLER leaves  hear ing  room.) 

A. No, I said--I  was r e f e r r i n g  back t o  what Captain 
KOTOUC s a i d ,  I c a l l e d  both t h e  companies e a r l i e r  t h a t  morn- 
i n g ,  sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  e x a c t  t i m e  t h a t  I c a l l e d .  

Q- W e l l ,  t h i s  i s  p r e t t y  s t rong  language, though, a s  far  
as  what I can hea r  from t h e  people t h a t  w e r e  hea r ing  t h e  r a d i o s  
on t h e  ground. J u s t  n o t ,  " W e l l  , i f  you happen t o  be doing any- 
th ing  wrong down t h e r e ,  l e t ' s  s t o p  doing it." And nothing l i k e  
"Well, i f  t h e r e  a r e  any c i v i l i a n s  g e t t i n g  s h o t ,  l e t ' s  make s u r e  
we don.'t k i l l  c i v i l i a n s . "  This w a s  a r e a l  p o s i t i v e  o r d e r ,  
"Stop k i l l i n g  c i v i l i a n s . "  And they  d i d ,  r i g h t  then.  Now, i s  
t h a t  what y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about? 

A .  I d o n ' t  remember t h e  exac t  t ransmiss ion ,  sir.  I d o n ' t  
remember t h e  e x a c t  words t h a t  I s a i d  t o  t h e m .  -4 

W e ' l l  come back t o  t h i s  because t h i s  is a very cru-  
c i a 1  po in t .  

MR WALSH: J u s t  one ques t ion ,  major. Are you s u r e  t h a t  you made 
only one t r i p  i n  t h e  chopper over t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  t h a t  w 

\I 
morning? 

A.  Yes, s ir ,  That was about  1230, sir. 

Q- Were yoc i n  the TOC a l l  of t h e  in te rven ing  period? 
That i s ,  from t h e  beginning of t h e  opera t ion  u n t i l  you l e f t  
t o  go t o  t h e  opera t iona l  a rea  a t  1230? 

t 


A .  I c a n ' t  v e r i f y  I was i n  t h e r e  t h e  whole t i m e ,  s i r ,  
bu t  I was t h e r e  t h e  major i ty  of  t h e  time. 

Q- Where e l s e  might you have been? 

A. I have no i d e a ,  sir.  No p lace  e l s e  t o  go except t h e  
TOC. 

Q. Normally, when you have an opera t ion  going youi- 

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Stay i n  t h e  TOC, yes ,  s i r .  

10: C e r t a i n l y ,  you o r  JOHNSON would be t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  
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Q *  One of t h e  two of  you would be  t h e r e .  I can t h i n k  
of one reason  t h a t  one of you, probably JOHNSON, ought  t o  
have been absen t  a t  l e a s t  f o r  a l i t t l e  wh i l e  j u s t  t o  make s u r e  
t h a t  it was wrapped up. That  i s ,  Bravo Company was o u t  of 
demol i t ions  by t h i s  t ime ,  and they  needed some. I assume 
somebody a r ranged  t o  g e t  them hauled  i n  t o  them. But t h i s  
is  t h e  only  reason  t h a t  I can t h i n k  o f .  

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  

COL FRANKLIN: About t h i s  f l i g h t  t h a t  you made, Major CALHOUN, 
you p r i d e d  y o u r s e l f  p r e t t y  w e l l  on t h e  day-to-day running o f  
Task Force  Barker .  Now, you've t o l d  MEDINA and MICHLES some-
t h i n g  i n  t h e  morning. This  i s  t h e  b i g g e s t  b a t t l e  t h e  11 th  
Brigade has  fought .  This  i s  a tremendous v i c t o r y .  You have 
now been t o l d  by your commander, e i t h e r  on t h e  ground o r  a i r -
borne ,  t o  t e l l  MEDINA something.  You undoubtedly g o t  some k ind  
of i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  g ive  them f o r  t h e  n e x t  day. You're undoubt-
e d l y  t o  be  asked by b r igade  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  b i g g e s t  o p e r a t i o n  
t h a t  t h e y ' v e  had.  You w m t  t o  be  a good 3 t o  be w e l l  inform-
e d  s o  t h a t  you can t e l l  your commander w h a t ' s  go ing  on.  T h e r e ' s  
nobody s h o o t i n g ,  and you p e r s i s t  i n  s a y i n g  t h a t  you s t ayed  up 
a t  1,500 f e e t .  There a r e  LZ ' s  a l l  ove r  t h e  p l a c e  t h a t  you could  
have landed  a t ,  and you have no d e s i r e  t o  drop down t o  s e e  
t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d  of t h e  b i g g e s t  b a t t l e  t h e  b r i g a d e  has  fought  
and/or go down and t a l k  t o  NEDINA f a c e  t o  f a c e ?  

S i r ,  I d i d n t . t  l a n d .  

Q Did you have any c u r i o s i t y  o r  any d e s i r e  o r  f e e l i n g  
n o t  t o  drop down and j u s t  c i r c l e  ove r  My Lai  ( 4 )  o r  go t o  t h e  
coo rd ina t e  which you had a t  which t h e  i n c i d e n t  w a s  r e p o r t e d ?  
I mean, how can you r e a l l y ,  a t  1,500 f e e t  where you c a n ' t  s e e  
anyth ing ,  respond t o  any of  t h e s e  t h i n g s  I 've  j u s t  enumerated 
when y o u ' r e  a t  t h a t  a l t i t u d e ?  I t t s  a s imple  t h i n g  on your i n -
tercom t o  t e l l  t h a t  p i l o t ,  "Take h e r  on down. I want t o  look .  " 

A r e  you s a y i n g  t h a t  you d i d  n o t  go and c i r c l e  a t  a low a l t i -
tude  ove r  My La i  ( 4 ) ?  I want you t o  r e a l l y  c o n s i d e r  your an-
s w e r  t o  t h i s ,  Major CALHOUN? 

A.  S i r ,  t o  the b e s t  of my knowledge, t h e  b e s t  of  my 
r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  I d i d  n o t  go down. 

Q Can you t e l l  us why? 

183 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-6 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. No, sir. Only t h a t  Char l i e  Company w a s  a l ready 
moving o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  I d i d  n o t  look a t  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
The way I understood i t ,  they  w e r e  moving. It would 
mean t h a t  t h e y ' d  have t o  s t o p  and secure  an LZ f o r  m e  t o  go 
i n  t o .  I d i d  n o t  land.  

Q- And you had no i n c l i n a t i o n  o r  thought  of  j u s t  t o  go 
down t o  a low a l t i t u d e  and c i r c l i n g  over  where Char l i e  Company 
had been? You have had a l l  t h e s e  r e p o r t s  of t h e  b a t t l e :  69 
k i l l e d  and t h e  r e s t  of t h a t .  You had no d e s i r e  t o  see t h i s  
th ing  f i r s t h a n d ?  

A. S i r ,  .I d i d  n o t  go down. No, sir.  

Q id you see  any bodies  a t  a l l  i n  your f l i g h t  t h a t  
day? 

A.  No, sir.  

LTC BAUER: Major CALHOUN, I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  square i n  my own 
mind why you went out  i n  t h e  chopper when you got  t h e  i n f o r -
mation on t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  being k i l l e d .  I recognize now t h a t  
what you ' re  t r y i n g  t o  do i s  pu t  th ings  i n  t h e i r  proper  o r d e r  
t h a t  you may no t  have r e c o l l e c t e d  properly be fo re .  A s  I g e t  
it now, you went a i rborne  and then  got  word from Colonel BARKER 
about t h i s  one i n d i v i d u a l .  Well, when d i d  you come t o  t h i s  
r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  A s  we pointed o u t ,  you've given some o t h e r  ver-
s ions  of how t h i s  happened. 'When d i d  you come t o  t h i s  r eco l -
l e c t i o n ,  t h e  one you hold now? 

A. S i r ,  I came t o  t h a t  on t h e  previous s ta tement  
t h a t  I made was t h a t  I rece ived  t h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n  from Colonel 
BARKER. I ' d  l i k e  t o  c l e a r  t h i s  up. I thought t h a t  I had known 
about t h e  i n c i d e n t .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  I knew t h a t  now. The 
f i r s t  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of t h e  o v e r f l i g h t ,  t o  go o u t  t h e r e  a s  j u s t  
a normal o v e r f l i g h t ,  of t h e  b a t t l e  a r e a ,  and I got  t h i s  c a l l  
from Colonel BARKER. 

Q I r e a l i z e  t h a t ,  and I recognize t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  
s t o r y  as you b e s t  r e c o l l e c t  it. What I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  
i s ,  when d id  you come t o  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  t h e s e  were t h e  
events  as  they  happened, t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  c o r r e c t  ver'sion? 
When d id  you r e a l i z e  t h a t  what you ' r e  t e l l i n g  us now i s  t h e  
t r u e  version? 
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A. S i r ,  I thought  t h i s  a l l  a long ,  b u t  I w a s  t r y i n g  
t o  p u t  t h i n g s  back i n  t h e  r i gh t - -

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I r e a l i z e  t h a t .  T h i s  i s  why I ' m  
a sk ing  you t h e  q u e s t i o n .  Here to fo re ,  you 've  been t e l l i n g  us 
something d i f f e r e n t ,  and now y o u ' r e  t e l l i n g  us t h i s  s t o r y .  
When d i d  you r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h i s  s t o r y  t h a t  you have now i s  t h e  
t r u e  s t o r y ?  

A. When M r .  WEST read  r e  what Major WATKE s a i d  and 
it b o r e  o u t  what I thought  t o  beg in  w i t h .  

Q Before  you walked i n t o  t h i s  h e a r i n g  room t h i s  a f -
te rnoon  you were of t h e  op in ion  t h a t  it d i d  n o t  happen t h a t  
way? 

A .  I w a s n ' t  s u r e ,  s i r ,  and I wanted t o  t ry t o  c l e a r  
it up, s i r .  

Q The t h i n g  th .a t  concerns  me i s  t h e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  
i n  your  s t o r y .  Youl.ve a l r e a d y  g iven  t h a t  s t o r y  once b e f o r e  t o  
someone e l s e .  You gave one v e r s i o n  t o  tlie Pee r s  group.  You 
gave t h e  very  same v e r s i o n  t h a t  has  j u s t  come t o  your  mind j u s t  
now, on t h e  1 5 t h  of January t o  t h e  I G .  L e t  me quo te .  

A.  The I G ?  

Q C I D .  "While moni tor ing  t h e  r a d i o s ,  I d o n ' t  re-
c a l l  h e a r i n g  any th ing  o t h e r  t h a n  r o u t i n e  t r a f f i c .  " You went 
a l o f t  i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  and "whi le  e n  r o u t e  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  
a r e a  r e c e i v e d  a r a d i o  t r a n s m i s s i o n  from t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  command-
er t o  c o n t a c t  Capta in  MEDINA and pas s  on t o  him t h a t  he  w a s  t o  
t a k e  a l l  p r e c a u t i o n s  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  no unnecessary k i l l i n g  of 
c i v i l i a n s  o r  bu rn ing  of  hootches  was be ing  done. The only . 
e x p l a n a t i o n  I can g ive  f o r  t h e  fo rego ing  i n s t r u c t i o n s  be ing  . 
passed  th rough  me t o  MZDINA t h a t  t h e  TOC w a s  unable  t o  c o n t a c t  
m e .  " And you go on t o  e x p l a i n  t h a t  when you r e t u r n e d ,  Colonel  
BARKER exp la ined  t o  you t h e  reason  behind it was they  
had been c o n t a c t e d  by Major WATKE and adv i sed  o f  an i n d i v i d u a l  
be ing  s h o t .  The t h i n g  i s ,  i f  you r e a l i z e d  t h i s  some-
t i m e  ago,  t h e n  I don' t know which v e r s i o n  i s  c o r r e c t ,  be-
cause  you've changed your  mind tw ice  s i n c e  t h e  15th of  
January .  
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A. S i r ,  I was--I don't--1 f e e l  t h a t  t h e  ve r s ion  
you j u s t  read  t h e r e  i s  the c o r r e c t  vers ion .  I was t a l k e d  t o  
p r i o r  t o  coming i n t o  t h i s  testimony on t r y i n g  t o  c l e a r  up some 
gaps o r  th ings  t h a t  may n o t  be c o n s i s t e n t .  I began th ink ing  
about t h i s ,  and I thought that maybe t h i s  was one of t h e  
incons is tency and I wasn ' t  s u r e .  

Q. I t  i s  i n c o n s i s t e n t .  The p o i n t  i s  t h a t  you ' r e  
changing s t o r i e s  l i k e  cowboys change horses .  You t o l d  us one 
s t o r y ,  and you t o l d  the CID one s t o r y ,  and you came i n  he re  
and t o l d  us another  s t o r y ,  and then  you changed it back t o  
another  ve r s ion .  And what I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  is  which 
ve r s ion  a r e  we going t o  s t i c k  w i t h ,  and why do w e  change. 
You had t h i s  s t o r y  on t h e  1 5 t h ,  which you f e e l  now i s  t h e  t r u t h ,  
t h i s  i s  what happened. So on t h e  15 th  of January,  a f t e r  having 
t o l d  us something e l s e  h e r e ,  t h e  15th  t h e  l i g h t  came on, t h i s  
i s  the  gospel ,  I now know. So you t o l d  it. But t h e n  you came 
i n  here and you t o l d  us something e l s e .  And t h e n  you changed 
back t o  what w a s  t h e  t r u t h ,  o r  what i s  now c u r r e n t l y  being 
23rL;'i.~4a s  t h e  t r u t h .  What I ' m  wondering i s ,  what is  it t h a t  
causes you t o  change t h e s e  s t o r i e s ?  

A .  Simply because,  s i r ,  I 'm n o t  s u r e  of t h e  exact 
sequence. 

Q - I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  about sequence. I ' m  t a l k i n g  about 
substance.  For example, I ' m  s t a r t i n g  o u t  on t h i s  one l i t t l e  
ve r s ion ,  and you s t a t e d  a t  t h e  beginning, and I'm going t o  
quote you e x a c t l y :  " I  d o n k t  remember t e l l i n g  them t o  s t o p  
k i l l i n g  c i v i l i a n s .  " -- punto,  end of sentence.  " W e  were t a l k -
ing  only about burning then .  " Then we s t a r t e d  swi tching  over  
here  t o  t h e  vague i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  s t o p  any unnecessary - -k i l l ing ,  
and then  we 've changed the o rde r  it comes i n .  We've changed 
t h e  reason why we weut o u t .  

Number one: t h e s e  type  of th ings  don I t  happen 
every day. This i s n ' t  a r a b b i t  g iv ing  b i r t h .  It i s n ' t  a 
d a i l y  occurrence.  This i s  a rare, unusual t h i n g  i n  t h e  l i f e  
of a 3. This p a r t i c u l a r  o rde r  t h a t  you i s s u e d  t o  your com-
pany commanders i s  not  an ord inary  th ing .  And what I c a n ' t  
understand i s  t h a t  i f  you had t h e  t r u t h  on t h e  1 5 t h ,  why d i d  
you go back t o  another  version? What's t h e  reason f o r  i t ?  

A. S i r ,  I can ' t answer t h a t .  May I ask you a ques-
t i o n ,  p lease .  Which testimony a r e  you reading  from? 
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Q You' l l  have t o  t e l l  me which s t o r y  you ' r e  dea l ing  
wi th .  

A.  The one you s a i d  t h a t  I s a i d  noth ing  only burning 
and t h a t ' s  a l l .  

Q T h i s  was made on 19 May 1 9 6 9 ;  i t ' s  t h e  I G  s ta tement .  

A .  S i r ,  t h a t  s ta tement  was made having no t  thought  
about t h i s  t h i n g  a t  a l l ,  co ld  tu rkey ,  being c a l l e d  t o  t h e  I G  
on i t ,  s i r .  I th ink  my testimony t h a t  was made before  t h e  
Peers  committee back i n  December is  along t h e  same l i n e  a s  
t h e  one made t o  t h e  C I D .  And I s a i d  i n  my testimony before  
t h e  Peers group t h a t  i n  t h a t  t ime I have thought and vaguely 
Cinaudible] . 
10. I th ink  w e ' l l  t a k e  a r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t ime. 

[The hear ing  recessed  a t  1550 hours ,  11 February 
1970.) 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1554  hours ,  11February 
1970. ) 

I0: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : ~ l lpersons p r e s e n t  when t h e  hea r ing  recessed  are 
again p resen t .  

MR WEST: .We're about t o  move o f f  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  l i n e  of 
ques t ioning ,  Major CAZIHOUP?, b u t  t h e r e ' s  one more t h i n g  I want 
t o  ask you. You r e m e m b e r  t h a t  w e  mentioned t h a t  we've had 
testimony of s e v e r a l  people who heard Rawhide 6 speak over  
t h e  Task Force Barker n e t  and say-- this  i s  supposed t o  be 
around 0900--"I d o n ' t  want any unnecessary k i l l i n g  down 
t h e r e . "  Now, do you remember t h e  r a d i o  r e l a y  up a t  LZ Uptight? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q T h e  man monitoring the t a s k  fo rce  n e t  up t h e r e ,  
and he i s  n o t  s u r e  of t h e  t ime. I t  was dur ing  t h e  opera t ion ,  
yjhile it was going on. H e  heard Colonel BARKER--and he  knew 
CL~lonelBARKER,. knew h i s  voice--cal l  t h e  companies i n  t h e  
t a sk  f o r c e  and t e l l  them t h a t  he received a r e p o r t  from h igher  
t h a t  t h e r e  was t o o  much k i l l i n g  o r  t h e r e  were excess  people 
being k i l l e d .  Now, he was monitoring t h a t  t a s k  f o r c e  n e t .  
H e  heard t h i s .  I t  s u r e l y  would have been heard i n  t h e  Task 
Force Barker TOC. Colonel BARKER conceivably could have been 
i n  t h e  TOC a t  t h e  t ime. Do you r e c a l l  t h i s ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I do not .  

'2; 1'11 move on t o  another  s u b j e c t ,  Major CALHOUN. 
Ycu mentioned a moment ago t h a t  you and Sergeant  JOHNSON were 
monitoring t h e  frequency, keeping up wi th  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  Now, 
who handled t h e  r e p o r t  of body counts t h a t  came i n ?  

A .  The S2 normally handled t h e  body counts .  

Q STEPHENS? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q STEPHENS t o l d  us t h a t  t h i s  was Sergeant  JOHNSON'S 
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primary f u n c t i o n ,  b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  s l i p  a s t r a w  between them. 
You must have h e a r d  t h e  counts  anyway a s  they  came i n .  I assume 
you d i d .  Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my memory, y e s ,  sir. 

Q I f  C h a r l i e  Company r e p o r t e d  VC K I A ' s  o v e r  t h e  
r a d i o  you would have heard  t h a t ,  I assume. I t  would b e  an i n -
d i c a t i o n  of  how t h e  b a t t l e  was going.  

A .  Righ t ,  sir.  

Q You may have heard  t h i s  t r a n s m i s s i o n ,  t o o .  Along 
about 0830, 0825 o r  0830, i n  t h e  morning, Sergeant  JOHNSON w a s  
on t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  frequency n e t .  He said--I 'm r e a d i n g  t h e  
t r a n s c r i p t  of Capta in  LEWELLEN's t a p e ,  which has  been admi t ted  
i n t o  ev idence  a s  E x h i b i t  M-20. Coyote 65: "This i s  Coyote 6 5 .  
Go ahead." And then  Colonel  BARKER answered, "This  is  Coyote 6 ,  
r e t u r n i n g  t o  your  l o c a t i o n  t o  r e f u e l .  1'11 s t o p  i n  t h e  TOC and 
b r i n g  you up t o  d a t e .  " Do you remember. t h a t  t r a n s m i s s i o n  coming 
i n ?  

A .  S i r ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n .  
I t  could  very w e l l  have come i n .  

Q Y e l l  , do you remember Colonel  BARKER coming i n t o  
t h e  TOC about  t h a t  t i n e ,  about  0835 o r  0 836, a long  i n  t h e r e ?  

A .  To t h e  b e s t  of  my memory, y e s ,  s i r .  

Q He l e f t  aga in  I b e l i e v e  a t  0855 and went up t o  
Bravo Company a r e a  where t h e r e  were some men who s t epped  on a 
mine o r  booby t r a p .  He picked them up and brought  them back. 
Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Now, I ' d  l i k e  you t o  t e l l  u s  what t r a n s p i r e d  du r ing  
t h e  20 minutes  o r  s o  t h a t  he  w a s  back t h e r e .  H e  had j u s t  come 
back from b e i n g  ove r  a t  t h e  C h a r l i e  Company and Bravo Company 
o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a s .  Th i s  i s  a b i g  o p e r a t i o n  going on .  It had 
gone on about  an hour. H e  i s  f i r s t  back from t h e  f i e l d .  
Do you remember what h e  t o l d  you,  what was s a i d ?  

A .  Sir, I c a n ' t  remember any s p e c i f i c  t h i n g  t h a t  was 
s a i d  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  
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Q. I want t o  read another  e n t r y  o r  two i n  t h e  t r a n -  
s c r i p t  from t h e  t a p e  j u s t  as  an i n d i c a t i o n  of t h e  t ime when Colo-
n e l  BARKER re tu rned  a second t i m e  a f t e r  going o u t .  These mes-
sages came over t h e  t a sk  fo rce  n e t  and were recorded around 
0840.  This is from Coyote 6 t o  Coyote 65:  "I'm going t o  jump 
o f L  t h e  chopper here  a t  Dot t i e .  This  chopper w i l l  go ahead 
n o r t h  and t a k e  t h e s e  wounded. Over. " Then Coyote 6 5  says : 
"Roger. B e  advised Sabre 6 i s  a t  our  l o c a t i o n . "  A s  your  
l o g  i n d i c a t e s ,  General KOSTER came i n  about 0 9 3 5 ,  and BARKER 
landed a few minutes l a t e r .  Now, p r i o r  t o  t h i s  t ime I mentioned 
t h e  body ccunt  t ransmiss ions .  I ' v e  assembled s e v e r a l  e n t r i e s  
from t h e  Task Force Barker log  and t a p e  and t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade 
l o g  t h a t  had t o  do wi th  t h e  body counts ,  K I A ' s .  I ' l l  hand you 
t h i s  s h e e t ,  and ask t h a t  t h i s  be admitted i n  evidence.  

RCDR : S i r ,  t h i s  information s h e e t  conta in ing  t h e s e  log  
and tap' e x t r a c t s  i s  en te red  i n t o  t h e  record  and marked as 
d x h i b i t  M-113. 

MR WEST: (Handing document t o  wi tness)  This  i s  now E x h i b i t  
M - 1 1 3 .  You'l l  note  t h e  lef t -hand column. Of course ,  t h e s e  
a r e  t i m e s .  I th ink  perhaps t h e  r e s t  of i t  i s  se l f -explanatory .  
W e  have a r e a l  ques t ion  about some of t h e  casua l ty  f i g u r e s .  
Perhaps you can he lp  us understand them. A f t e r  you've been 
through it a l l ,  we'd l i k e  t o  ask you some ques t ions .  

(Following a  pause) Have you been through i t ?  

A. yes ,  s i r ,  

Q .  A l l  r i g h t .  You'l l  n o t i c e  they s t a r t  o f f  a t  5 
minutes a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  touchdown with one VC K I A  r epor ted  by 
Char l i e  Company. ' l this i s  t h e  l o c a t i o n  j u s t  00tsi.de t h e  v i l l a g e  
of My Lai ( 4 ) .  A t  0742 you've got  a  r e p o r t  of t h r e e  VC K I A  
by the Sharks; fol lowing t h i s ,  a t  0 7 4 7  l i f t s  complete f o r  
Char l ie  Company, followed by two, and then  by one k i l l e d  by 
t h e  Sharks, f o r  a t o t a l  of s i x .  About t h a t  t ime,  0757 on t h e  
t a p e ,  Sergeant JOHNSON says t h a t  Char l ie  Company has 15. One 
minute l a t e r  i t ' s  en te red  on t h e  Taslc Force Barker l o g  t h a t  
14 a d d i t i o n a l  VC K I A  reported by Char l i e  Company. The coor-
d i n a t e s  here 716788 a re  i n  My Lai ( 4 )  . Then a l i t t l e  b i t  
l a t e r ,  i n  f a c t ,  q u i t e  a l i t t l e  b i t  l a t e r ,  a  h a l f  hour l a t e r ,  
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Colonel  BARKER comes on t h e  t a p e .  Apparently h e ' s  t a l k i n g  t o  
C h a r l i e  6 ,  s o  you c a n ' t  h e a r  t h a t  s i d e  of t h e  conve r sa t ion .  H e  
s a y s ,  " I s  t h a t  84 KIA?" One minute l a t e r  was when he c a l l e d  
i n  t o  Se rgean t  JOHNSON and s a y s ,  !'I am r e t u r n i n g  t o  D o t t i e ,  I '11 
s t o p  i n  t h e  TOC and b r i n g  you up t o  d a t e .  " He walks I n t o  t h e  
Task Force Barker  TOC about t h i s  t i m e ,  and you have t h e  e n t r y ,  
C h a r l i e  Company 69 VC K I A  wi th  coo rd ina t e s  716788. You111 
n o t i c e  t h a t ' s  t h e  same coord ina t e s  a s  f o r  t h e  1 4 ,  and t h a t ' s  
i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  . 

Now, I show you E x h i b i t  M-16 which is  Task Force 
Barker l o g  f o r  s e v e r a l  days .  Check t h o s e  e n t r i e s  i f  you l i k e  
on t h e  Task Force Barker l og .  What I ' m  g e t t i n g  a t ,  w e ' r e  
t r y i n g  t o  t r a c k  down t h e  o r i g i n  of  t h e  e n t r i e s  f o r  69  VC K I A .  
I t  d o e s n ' t  show up on t h e  t a p e  o r  t h e  l o g s .  And I ' m  going t o  
ask you a q u e s t i o n  about whether Colonel  BARKER brought  t h e s e  
back t o  you. 

A .  I d o n ' t  know how t o  answer t h a t ,  s ir .  I f  I might 
ask a q u e s t i o n ,  because I don1t know t h a t  much about  t h e  t a p e .  
Does t h e  t a p e  go p a s t  8 :30? 

Q Y e s ,  it went around 9 :30. 

I ' l l  show you E x h i b i t  M-20. This  is  a t r a n s c r i p t  
of  t h e  t a p e .  

(MR WEST hands E x h i b i t  M-20 t o  t h e  w i t n e s s  . )  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q A g r e a t  d e a l  of it i s  i r r e l e v a n t ,  b u t  w e  have 
sea rched  it p a i n s t a k i n g l y ,  and t h e r e  i s  no mention o f  69 VC 
K I A .  

A .  The only reason  I w a s  a sk ing  t h a t  q u e s t i o n ,  s i r ,  
i s  maybe t h e  t a p e  had r a n  o u t  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q No, It went on u n t i l  09 30. 

I0 : I might say t h a t  i f  you would l i k e  t o  l i s t e n  t o  
t h a t  t a p e ,  w e  cou ld  prov ide  it and make t h i s  a v a i l a b l e  ( i n d i c -
a t i n g  E x h i b i t  M-20) s o  you can r ead  it, because you do show 
up i n  t h e  background a l i t t l e  b i t .  This  i s  my unders tanding .  

MR WJ3ST: Well ,  I do ask  you t h e  q u e s t i o n .  Did Colonel  
BARKER b r i n g  t h a t  t h i n g  back w i t h  him? 
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A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q- Well, you have not iced  t h a t  j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  ea r -
l ier,  be fo re  you came back, t h a t  t h e r e  was t r a f f i c  on t h e  t a p e  
about 84 KIA? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Tha t ' s  q u i t e  a few k i l l s .  Up t o  t h a t  t ime,  t h e r e  
had been 15 repor ted  by Char l i e  Company, and fol lowing t h a t ,  
according t o  t h e  t a p e ,  you've go t  84 t h a t  Colonel BARKER counts.  
Obviously, you can s u b t r a c t  t h a t  and g e t  69. I t  would 
seem t o  me t h a t  poss ib ly  what Colonel BARKER was t a l k i n g  about 
when he t a l k e d  t o  Sergeant  JOHNSON and s a i d ,  "I w i l l  b r i n g  you 
up t o  d a t e , "  i s  t h a t  he was br inging  t h e  f i g u r e  back with him. 

A.  Yes, sir.  

Q. You don 't reme-mber? 

A. NO, sir. 

Q. L e t ' s  move on down t h i s  s h e e t ,  Exh ib i t  M-113, and 
f i n d  a couple of p e r t i n e n t  e n t r i e s  i n  t h e  l l t h  Brigade log.  
A t  9 :15 on t h e  16 th ,  t h i s  has t o  do with t h e  VC l eav ing  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  NOW, t h a t  was e n t r y  50, f o r  t h e  16th  i n  t h e  l l t h  
Brigade log ,  which is i n  evidence as  Exh ib i t  M-46. The com-
p l e t e  e n t r y  r eads ,  t h e s e  a r e  abbrevia t ions  t h a t  I am reading:  
"Task Force Barker TOC,  C/1/20, 0900 hours ."  And it gives  t h e  
same coordinates  t h a t  you have seen before  of My Lai  ( 4 )  . "The 
VC informed t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  t h a t  approximately 30 t o  40 VC de-
pa r t ed  t h e  a rea  a t  0700 hours going e a s t .  C/1/20 w i l l  move 
eastward." A l l  t h e  evidence i s  t h a t  t h e s e  were a l l  t h e  VC t h a t  
were i n  t h e  p lace ,  and they took o f f  a t  0700 hours .  "And no VC, 
a s  such, l e f t  t h e  v i l l a g e  a f t e r  t h a t  time. They went e a s t .  

Now, l e t  I s  go t o  t h e  next  e n t r y ,  0930 i n  t h e  l l t h  
Brigade log. This i s  e n t r y  number 5 3 ,  and t h e  e n t r y  i s  made 
a t  0935. The e n t r y  i s  a s  quoted: "Task Force Barker TOC, 
0930 hours ,  C / 1 / 2 0 ,  714794; counted 69 VC K I A  as  a  r e s u l t  of 
a r t i l l e r y  f i r e . "  The coordina tes ,  you n o t i c e ,  a r e  d i f f e r e n t  
from those  given f o r  t h e  v i l l a g e  of My Lai  ( 4 ) .  Those a r e  d i f -
f e r e n t  from those  given i n  t h e  e n t r y  of Task Force Barker l o g  a t  
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8:40, 69 VC KIA.  Task Force Barker  l o g  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  69 
were k i l l e d  i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  and s a i d  no th ing  about t h e  cause--
l l t h  Brigade log .  And e n t e r e d  somewhat l a t e r  "69 due t o  
a r t i l l e r y  f i r e "  w i th  d i f f e r e n t  c o o r d i n a t e s .  

Major CALHOUN, you may want t o  check t h e  coordin-
ates on t h e  map t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  E x h i b i t  MAP-5), and I t h i n k  
t h a t  y o u ' l l  f i n d  t h a t  716788 p u t s  you r i g h t  i n  t h e  hamlet  of 
My La i  ( 4 ) .  And t h e  c o o r d i n a t e s  of t h e  l l t h  Brigade e n t r y  
are about  a h a l f  c l i c k  t o  t h e  n o r t h .  

10. 200 yards  west  and 600 ya rds  n o r t h  -- 600 meters. 

(The wi tnes s  and h i s  counse l  l o c a t e d  t h e  va r ious  
c o o r d i n a t e s  on E x h i b i t  MAP-5.) 

MR WEST: Have you checked the c o o r d i n a t e s ?  

A .  Yes, s i r .  

Q You w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e  coo rd ina t e s  from t h e  b r i -
gade l o g  e n t r y  a r e  about  a h a l f  c l i c k  t b  t h e  n o r t h  of  My Lai  
( 4 ) .  They a r e  approximately  on t h e  gun t a r g e t  l i n e  from LZ 
Upt igh t ,  t h e  hamlet  of  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  Now, a s  you have s a i d ,  
t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p rep  was planned f o r  t h e  wes t  edge o f  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  
We ha-ve abundant evidence t h a t  it. fel.1 on My Lai ( 4 )  wi th  some 
rounds going i n t o  t h e  EZ . They d i d n ' t  f a l l  s h o r t  and t h e y  
d i d n ' t  f a l l  ove r .  We have some photographs taken  by L ieu tenan t  
ALAUX, t h e  forward obse rve r  from C h a r l i e  Company, from a h e l i -
c o p t e r  as h e  was coming i n  a t  t h e  l a s t  o f  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep .  
I t  shows what appear  t o  be a couple  o f  rounds t h a t  landed r i g h t  
i n  t h e  t r e e s  i n  t h e  hamlet .  There w a s n l t  any a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  a 
h a l f  c l i c k  n o r t h  of My Lai ,  ( 4 )  . So t h e r e  c o u l d n ' t  have been 
69 VC k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  a t  h a l f  a c l i c k  n o r t h  o f  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  
The a r t i l l e r y  FO was i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  and fol lowed Capta in  
MEDINA around,  and he s a i d  he d i d n ' t  s e e  anybody k i l l e d  by 
a r t i l l e r y .  I t h i n k  you can s e e  why w e  a r e  a l i t t l e  puzzled by 
t h i s  e n t r y .  Now, ano the r  t h i n g  t h a t  seems a l i t t l e  odd, t h e  
l a s t  KIA--this f i g u r e  of 6 9  which g o t  on t h e  l o g  somehow, pos-
s i b l y  when Colonel  BARKER came in--no f u r t h e r  r e p o r t s  of VC 
K I A ,  no th ing .  The c u r t a i n  drops an hour  and 1 0  minutes a f t e r  
t h e  f i r s t  l i f t .  There i s  ample ev idence  of  a l o t  of people  
k i l l e d  t h a t  day by C h a r l i e  Company. We have a r e p o r t  h e r e  o f  
a t o t a l  of 90: 6 f o r  Sharks  and 84 a t t r i b u t e d  t o  C h a r l i e  
Company. And t h e  
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c u r t a i n  drops a t  8:40. There i s  no more. Wa a r e  puzzled a s  
t o  why t h e s e  69 were a t t r i b u t e d  t o  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  and t h e  
discrepency i n  t h e  coordina tes .  

I0: You can r a t i o n a l i z e  t h e  69 e n t r y  i n  t h e  Task Force 
Barker log.  I n  t h e  same sense ,  you can g e t  1 4  i n  t h e  Task 
Force Barker l o g ,  because t h e  r e p o r t  was 15. C h a r l i e  
Company had 15. The a r t y  had 1, s o  then  t h e  f i g u r e  was 1 4 .  
They g e t  a r e p o r t  of 84, so  t h e  e n t r y  you have i s  69. Tha t ' s  
r e a l l y  c l e a r .  Real easy.  But i n  t h e  meantime, BARKER s a i d  
h e ' d  come i n  and s t r a i g h t e n  up t h e  th ing .  Shor t ly  t h e r e a f t e r ,  
word g e t s  down t o  t h e  11 th  Brigade t h a t  t h e s e  69 a re  k i l l e d  
by a r t i l l e r y ,  and they a r e  k i l l e d  600 meters n o r t h .  

Furthermore, l e t  me t e l l  you a couple of o t h e r  
th ings .  While t h i s  i s  a l l  going on, t h e r e  i s  q u i t e  a b i t  
of c h a t t e r  going on on t h e  land  l i n e  between Sergeant GERBER-
D I N G  and Sergeant KIRKPATRICK with your people i n  TOC, with 
JOHNSON and STEPHENS. Also about t h i s  t ime,  another  t h i n g  t o  
show you t h a t  sorie:hF--ig i s  going on i n  var ious p laces .  This 
i s  a delayed e n t r y  i n  t h e  America1 D i v i s i o n ' s  l o g  t h a t  comes 
i n  a t  9 : 4 0  from t h e  11th  Brigade, C/1/20, v i c i n i t y  GS714794, 
t h e  same as  t h a t  a t  t h e  br igade .  A t  0930 hours ,  t h e  element 
counted 69 VC K I A  a s  a r e s u l t  of a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  t h i s  morning, 
i n  t h e  process  of p o l i c i n g  up weapons and equipment, a d d i t i o n a l  
bodies  from previous counts .  

So w e  a r e  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  c lean  up t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
problem. Now, t h e r e  j u s t  had t o  be ,  under t h e  circumstances,  
q u i t e  a b i t  of c h a t t e r  going on between BARK3R and somebody 
i n  t h e  TOC t h e r e ,  

MR WEST: You were t h e r e ,  Major CALHOUN, what happened? 

A. S i r ,  t h e  69 t h a t  I remember being e n t e r e d  were due t o  
t h e  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  And t h e  coord ina tes ,  as b e s t  I can remember, 
were i n  My Lai .  

I0 : Your log  d o e s n ' t  s u b s t a n t i a t e  t h a t .  Your l o g  
says  69 VC K I A ,  

A .  S i r ,  I c a n ' t  a n s w e ~t h a t .  I c a n ' t  answer about 
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t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between what I know and what i s  i n  t h e  log .  
. I may have been remiss i n  not  checking t h e  l o g  c lose  enough 

on t h a t .  

MR WEST: Okay. 

I 0  : M r .  MACCRATE, do you have a ques t ion  on t h i s  
po in t?  

MR MACCRATE: No, no t  a t  t h i s  p o i n t .  

10: M r .  WALSH? Colonel FRANKLIN? 

COL FRANKLIN: No, sir. 

I0 : Colonel BAUER? 

LTC BAUER: No, s i r .  

I0 : M r .  ,WEST? 

MR WEST: Now, we have t h i s  one problem t h a t  i s  no t  answered. 
You a r e  unable t o  answer i t ?  

A. S i r ,  t o  my knowledge, t h e  69 were k i l l e d  by 
a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  

Q What kind of a r e p o r t  d i d  you g e t ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  a r e p o r t ,  sir.  I remember i n  t h e  
TOC, and I c a n ' t  say f o r  su re .  

& Could it have come from Colonel BARKER? 

A. Yes, sir.  It could have come from him, but  I 
don ' t r e c a l l .  

Q. I assure  you, i t ' s  n o t  on t h a t  t ape .  You can 
read  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t ,  and you can l i s t e n  t o  t h e  t ape .  
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A. I ' v e  r e a d  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t ,  and I d o n ' t  know, sir. 

MR MACCRATE: While w e ' r e  s t i l l  on t h a t  s u b j e c t ,  Major CALHOUN, 
I ' d  l i k e  t o  s h o w  you E x h i b i t  M-23, which is The A m e r i c a 1  
N e w s  Shee t  o f  March 1 7 ,  1968. I f  you w i l l  look a t  t h e  t h i r d  
paragraph i n  t h e  r igh t -hand  column, y o u ' l l  see the s a m e  f i g u r e  
o f  69  r e f e r r e d  to. 

(The w i t n e s s  does as reques ted . )  

You w i l l  n o t e  t h a t  it i s  by a r t i l l e r y .  Now, 5 
days l a t e r ,  from t h e  l l t h  Brigade T r i d e n t ,  y o u ' l l  see t h e  same 
s t o r y  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t l y  t o l d  a t  t h e  bottom o f  t h e  r ight-hand 
column. 

(The wi tnes s  examines Exh ib i t  M-17. ) 

A.  Yes s i r ,  I see. 

Q Do you have any e x p l a n a t i o n  a s  t o  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e ?  
One, t h e  e a r l y  one r e p o r t s  69 due t o  a r t i l l e r y ,  and t h e  l a te r  
one r e p o r t s  t h e  l l t h  Brigade a r t i l l e r y  and ground f o r c e s ?  

A. No, sir. I have no e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  it. These 
are w r i t t e n  by I0 people ,  and I can g ive  you no reason  f o r  
t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  two. 

Q The I9 people  b e f o r e  t hey  w r i t e  o r  r e l e a s e  
anyth ing ,  would v e r i f y  it wi th  t h e  TOC? 

A. S i r ,  t o  the b e s t  of  my knowledge, t hey  v e r i f y  it 
wi th  t h e  b r i g a d e  TOC. 

MR WEST: Going back a l i t t l e  b i t .  You must have hea rd  
t h e  t r a f f i c  over  t h e  a i r -ground n e t  and some of  it over  t h e  
t a s k  f o r c e  n e t .  The VC t h a t  were seen  evading around t h e  t i m e  
of  t h e  i n s e r t i o n  of  C h a r l i e  Company o r  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h a t ,  
most of which was sou th  o r  sou thwes t .  Now, do you remember 
t h e  i n c i d e n t  i n  which Colonel  HENDERSON, t h e  b r igade  commander, 
s e t  down h i s  Cha r l i e -Cha r l i e  s h i p  and picked up two V C ' s ,  and 
p u t  them on h i s  Char l ie -Char l ie  s h i p ?  Do you remember t h i s ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s i r ,  I be l ieve- - I  remember him p i c k i n g  up 
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two and b r i n g i n g  them back. 

Q. They were s p o t t e d  by t h e  aero-scout  company,
They r a n  them down, and they s topped them. 

A .  Weren' t  they  t h e  ones t h a t  had been cap tured  by 
t h e  VC and g o t  l oose?  

Q. T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  as it t u r n e d  o u t ,  b u t  
they d i d n ' t  know it a t  t h e  t i m e .  These men i n  t h e  bubbletop 
r a n  them down. They s topped ,  and they  s t r i p p e d  o f f  t h e i r  
s h i r t s  and s t a r t e d  s t r i p p i n g  down. They h e l d  them t h e r e ,  and 
HENDERSON went i n  and picked them up and p u t  them i n  t h e  
Char l i e -Char l i e  s h i p .  Now, they  c a r r i e d  them around awhile  
and they  finally brought  them back t o  LZ D o t t i e .  I ' l l  r ead  
a l i t t l e  of t h e  t a p e  from t h e  t r a n s c r i p t .  Th i s  i s  Exh ib i t  M-20: 

"Warlord Alpha Lead: We got  one down h e r e  t h a t  i s  
su r rende r ing .  H e  is t a k i n g  a l l  h i s  c l o t h e s  off. 
Standing  by i f  you want t o  come d ~ w n  and 
pick him up. I ' m  ready t o  pop t h e  two whi t e  
smokes on t h e  highway. We've go t  your ' d i n k '  
down h e r e .  H e  i s  s t r i p p e d  down and i s  s t a n d i n g  
wi th  h i s  hands ove r  h i s  head.  " 

The n e x t  t r ansmis s ion  is :  

"This  is Rawhide 3 ,  over . "  

That  w a s  Major MCKNIGHT. Here ' s  your FAC t h a t  comes i n t o  it, 
b u t  doesn ' t say anything.  

"Hel ix  3 3 ,  over . "  

Warlord Alpha Lead comes back: 

"Rawhide 3 ,  t h i s  i s  Warlord Alpha Lead. Roger. W e  
have your ' d i n k '  now a t  t h i s  t ime.  H e  is  s t r i p p e d  
down and got  h i s  hands over  h i s  head. H e  t r i e d  t o  
run once and w e  caught  him aga in .  H e ' s  down on t h e  
road  i f  you want t o  come down and p ick  him up. 
H e  i s  s topped and ready ."  
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Now, t h i s  is about 8:12, and they do picked up t h e  two rqen. They 
t i e d  them up, and pu t  one on t h e  seat and one on t h e  f l o o r  of  
t h e  Charl ie-Charl ie  sh ip .  They o r b i t e d  around some more and went 
over  and checked Bravo Company. Then they went back t o  Landing 
Zone Dot t i e  and landed. Thei r  a r r i v a l  i s  no t  e n t e r e d  i n  t h e  log.  
But w e  do have an e n t r y  la ter  on which suppor ts  what you s a i d ,  
:lajor CALHOUN, t h a t  as it tu rned  out  t h e s e  were Popular Force 
members who were captured by t h e  VC and escaped. They w e r e  brough 
i n  by Colonel HENDERSON. H e  landed around t h i s  t i m e ,  l e t ' s  
say around 8 :20, something l i k e  that- .  With him w e r e  Major MCKNIGH 
Colonel LUPER; Colonel 14ACLACHLAN, he was a major a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  
t h e  ALO; and Master Sergeant  WALSH. The p r i n c i p a l s  cams i n t o  
t h e  TOC. Now, do you r e c a l l  t h i s  happening? You must have, 
i f  they came i n t o  t h e  TOC. It  would have been p r e t t y  crowded 
a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

A. Y e s ,  -sir. I remember them coming i n .  

Q Could you t e l l  us t h e  d i scuss ion  t h a t  took p lace  
then?  This is  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  Colonel BARKER came back which 
was i n  t h e  per iod  t h a t  he was t h e r e  from s a y  8 :35 t o  8 :55, 20 
minutes o r  so .  One of t h e  th ings  he r e c a l l e d  i s  Colonel 
HENDERSON and you were t h e r e .  W e  would l i k e  your account of 
what went on a t  t h a t  t ime. W e  would l i k e  your account of what 
went on a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  what w a s  s a i d  and what t r a n s p i r e d .  

A .  S i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember anything. I f  I might i n j e c t  
h e r e ,  Major MCKIU'IGHT w a s  with him, normally. When they  came 
i n ,  Colonel BARKER and Colonel HENDERSON would t a l k ,  and Major 
MCKNIGHT and I t a lked .  I d o n ' t  know any s p e c i f i c  conversat ions 
t h a t  Major MCKNIGHT and I had. 

I 0  : I f  he j u s t  t a l k e d  t o  you, d i d  he t a l k  about any 
bodies on t h e  road? 

A.  N o ,  s ir .  I don' t r e c a l l  him saying  anything about 
bodies  on t h e  road. 

Q Did they t a l k  about t h e  number of bodies  Colonel 
HENDERSON had seen? 

No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  being s a i d ,  s ir .  

Q a Where d id  Colonel BARKER and Colonel HENDERSON 
t a l k ?  
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A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e x a c t l y ,  but  they would normally 
be on one s i d e  of t h e  TOC and Major MCKNIGHT and I would be 
a t  t h e  o ther .  

&. Do you remember Major MACLACHLAN being there ,  t h e  
Air Force o f f i c e r ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  I remember Major MCKNIGHT and 
Colonel HENDERSON and Sergeant Major WALSH, b u t  I don' t remember 
Colonel MACLACHLAN being t h e r e .  

Q Do you remember Colonel LUPER being t h e r e ,  too? 

A. I ' m  n o t  su re  about Colonel LUPER, s i r .  

MR WEST: Do you r e c a l l  what you t a l k e d  t o  Major MCKNIGHT 
about? 

A. I ' m  su re  we t a l k e d  about t h e  opera t ion ,  s i r .  The 
l i f t  and t h e  opera t ion ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any bodies being 
discussed.  

Q- Well, what about' t h e  body count? You probably j u s t
had t h e  b i g g e s t  body count t h a t  you had eve r  had, 69 VC K I A  
repor ted  i n  j u s t  one lump f i g u r e  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A .  S i r ,  I remember t h a t  sometime a f t e r  t h a t  6 9  body 
count came in--I  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  it was Major MCKNIGHT o r  not .  
I t  might have been--but I made a mention t h a t  I thought 
t h a t  we might have k i l l e d  some c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h a t  body count,  
s i r ,  This  6 9 ,  some of them might have been c i v i l i a n s .  I d o n ' t  
know whether i t  was Major MCKNIGHT,  o r  l a t e r  on. But I 
remember mentioning t h a t  a t  some time t o  somebody. 

Q s  Was it t o  Major MCKNIGHT? 

A. I say I d o n ' t  remember. It may have been t o  him. 
W e  may have discussed t h a t ,  b u t  I ' m  no t  sure .  

Q .  Well, we ' re  t a l k i n g  about i n  t h e  TOC during t h i s  
per iod.  Did you say t h i s  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A.  I c a n ' t  remember. I ' m  no t  su re .  
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a- I ' m  wondering why you brought it up a t  t h i s  time? 

A. Well, I remembered t a l k i n g  t o  somebody about it. 
I don ' t  remember i f  t h i s  was it o r  no t .  I d o n ' t  know who I 
t a l k e d  t o .  

Q W e l l ,  l e t  m e  set  t h e  scene a l i t t l e  more f o r  you,
Major CALHOUN. I know t h a t  t h e r e  must be something t h a t  l i v e s  
ve-n/ v i v i d l y  i n  your mind. A t  t h i s  t ime,  something t e r r i b l e  
had happened a t  My ~ a i( 4 ) ,  and by t h i s  t ime,  over  100 
de fense less ,  n o n r e s i s t i n g  Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d .  
No one had any weapons. No one was r e s i s t i n g .  They were 
women, and c h i l d r e n ,  and o l d  men. There had been no 
r e s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e r e  whatsoever. Anybody f l y i n g  over  t h e  p l a c e  
could see  bodies l y i n g  a l l  over  t h e  p lace .  There were about 
20  out  on t h e  main t r a i l  p l a i n l y  v i s i b l e .  There were o t h e r s  
t h a t  could be p l a i n l y  seen i n  t h e  courtyard.  

I suggest  t o  you t h a t  what happened was Char l i e  
Company was counting r i g h t ,  Shor t ly  before  Colonel BARKER 
came back they had been counting bodies .  They had g o t  up 
t o  84 i n  My Lai .  It wasn ' t  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  It w a s n ' t  VC. 
This  was o l d  men, women, and ch i ld ren .  Colonel BARKER came 
back. He knew t h i s  t r a f f i c  had gone over t h e  a i r ,  8 4 .  But 
when he came back t h e r e ,  t h e r e  were a couple of problems. 
One was t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s .  The word had g o t t e n  
o u t  i n  var ious ways through t h e s e  messages t h a t  I have mentioned 
t o  you. A s e r i e s  of them had been coming over  t h e  a i r .  So 
t h e r e  were a couple of problems. One was t o  account f o r  t h i s  
body count. The o t h e r  was t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s .  

I sugges t  t o  you t h a t '  t h e s e  two problems were 
d iscussed  t h e r e  i n  t h e  TOC during t h i s  per iod .  And a couple 
of dec is ions  were made. One was how t o  account f o r  t h e  body 
count t h a t  had been put out  up t o  t h a t  t ime. And t h e  o t h e r  
w a s  t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s .  T h i s  was t h e  time t h a t  
t h e  o rde r  went out  t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g .  I w i l l  leave it up t o  
you how brigade got  it i n  t h e i r  log  an en t ry  as  69 K I A  due t o  
a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  a t  a l o c a t i o n  way away from My Lai ( 4 )  a t  a 
l o c a t i o n  where t h e r e  was no a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  and no VC. I sugges t  
t o  you t h a t  these  s u b j e c t s  were discussed i n  t h e  TOC a t  t h a t  
L .~ i m e .  W e  would l i k e  tc have you r  vers ion  of what was discussed.  

A .  S i r ,  my understanding was t h a t  69 was from 
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a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  and I d o n ' t  remember any d i scuss ion .  

Q Could you t e l l  us one t h i n g  t h a t  w a s  s a i d  during
t h i s  per iod? 

A .  No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q W e l l ,  Colonel BARKER took o f f  t o  make t h e  dus tof f  
and he got  back t h e r e  about 9 :30, and he was t h e r e .  The o t h e r s  
s tuck  around u n t i l  about 9 :50. Colonel HENDERSON s tayed on 
u n t i l  a f t e r  General KOSTER a r r i v e d  a t  9 :35. So you had q u i t e  a  
congregation around t h e  TOC. 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q Can you t e l l  us anything t h a t  t r a n s p i r e d  during t h a t  
t ime? There must have been a l o t  t o  t a l k  about? 

A. S i r ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  t i m e  t h a t ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my 
knowledge, I remember b r i e f i n g  a genera l  o f f i c e r  t h a t  morning. 
The d i v i s i o n  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r  was t h e r e ,  a l s o .  I d o n ' t  know 
whether I am g e t t i n g  t h i s  confused with another  t ime,  b u t  I 
b r i e f e d  what had been t r a n s p i r i n g ,  and t o  t h e  b e s t  of my 
knowledge, I mentioned t h e  69 VC t h a t  had been k i l l e d  by 
a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  and t h a t  I was a f r a i d  some of those  might have 
been c i v i l i a n s .  

Q You t o l d  t h e  genera l  o f f i c e r  t h i s ?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, I t h i n k  I mentioned 
t h a t  t o  him. 

Q. Do you know what genera l  o f f i c e r ?  

A.  I don' t  remember which one, s i r .  I may have been 
wrong. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  r e c a l l .  

Q Well, a r e  you t a l k i n g  about t h a t  morning of t h e  
1 6 t h  o r  some l a t e r  time? 

A.  I dontt know. 

Q General KOSTER came i n  a t  9 :35. He w a s  t h e r e .  
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Sergeant JOHNSON s a i d  t h a t  Colonel BARKER b r i e f e d  him. 

A. It must have been some o t h e r  t i m e .  I j u s t  
remember b r i e f i n g  a genera l  o f f i c e r  sometime. 

I0: W e l l ,  you ought t o  know whether you b r i e f e d  General 
ROSTER that morning o r  not .  

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  it was General KOSTER, sir. The  
one I thought I w a s  going t o  b r i e f  was General YOUJG. 

Q W e l l ,  I th ink  w e  can come around t o  t h a t .  But 
a r e  you even s u r e  t h a t  General KOSTER came i n  t h a t  morning? 

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q Well, I know he d i d  come i n ,  but  I ' m  no t  s u r e  
t h a t  he c a m e  i n t o  t h e  TOC. 

A. I ' m  no t  sure--I  d o n ' t  remember see ing  him, sir. 

MR NEST: Well, Major CALHOUN , ( inaud ib le )  Sergeant JOHNSON t e l l  
Colonel BARKER a s  he was coming i n .  Saber 6 i s  on s t a t i o n .  
YoutrG r i g h t  t h e r e  by him. He i s  making a t ransmiss ion ,  I 
suppose, unless  you had gone ou t  t o  t h e  head o r  something. You 
were l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  r a d i o s ,  and you were t h e r e .  Sergeant 
JOHNSON t a l k e d  t o  Colonel BARKER up i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  But t h a t  doesn ' t  mean 
he  came i n  t h e  TOC, s i x .  They c a l l e d  us a s  they  came in--

Q ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  You must have known t h a t  General KOSTER 
was t h e r e  It wasn ' t  a s  i f  he snuck up ou t s ide  and landed, and 
you d i d n ' t  know it. 

A. No. ' I ' m  su re  he c a l l e d .  

Q Sergeant J O H N S O N ,  over  t h e  t a s k  force  n e t  he c a l l e d ,  
s a i d  Sabre 6 is  he re .  He was t e l l i n g  t h e  commander. You must 
have known he was t h e r e .  Well, didn ' t you, i n  f a c t ,  hear  a 
good b i t  of-t a l k  about the c i - v i l i a n s  be ing  k i l l e d  t h a t  morning 
i n  My Lai ( 4 )  ? Colonel I-IENDERSON1s s h i p  j u s t  came back 
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and they  had c i r c l e d  a l l  over  14y Lai ( 4 ) .  This  was about  8:30 
o r  so t h a t  day. A l o t  of people had been k i l l e d .  They were 
o u t  i n  p l a i n  view a t  t h a t  t ime. 

I C  : Sir, may w e  have a recess a t  t h i s  t ime? 

I0: Y e s .  The hea r ing  w i l l  recess. 

(The hea r ing  r ecessed  a t  1 6 50 hour s ,  11 February 
1970.) 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1653 hours ,  11 Feb-ruary 
1970.) 


10: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: A l l  persons p resen t  when the hea r ing  recessed  are 
again p resen t .  Let  t h e  record  show t h a t  Colonel MILLER has 
joined t h e  hearing.  

Em WEST: W e  move t o  a l a t e r  t i m e  i n  t h e  day, Major CALHOUN. 
Do you remember General KOSTER and General DOLEMAN coming i n .  
General DOLF.MAN, a v i s i t i n g  t h r e e - s t a r .  H e  d i d  c o m e  i n  dur ing  
t h e  af ternoon.  I th ink  they  w e r e  b r i e f e d ,  perhaps by you, 
perhaps by Colonel BARKER. Does t h i s  r i n g  a b e l l  w i th  you? 
The log record  i s ,  "1645, Lieutenant  General DOLEMAN, Major 
General KOSTER v i s i t e d  LZ D o t t i e  and w e r e  b r i e f e d  by LTC 
BARKER, depar ted  1715.  " They w e r e  t h e r e  about 30 minutes.  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I r e m e m b e r .  May I ask a ques t ion?  
W a s  General DOLEMAN wi th  I11 MAF a t  t h a t  t ime? 

I0: N o ,  General DOLEMAN, Major CALHOUN, w a s  a t  t h a t  
t i m e  a r e t i r e d  l i e u t e n a n t  genera l  who had been t h e  Chief of 
Staff, USARPAC. Shor t ly  a f t e r  r e t i r i n g ,  he w a s  c a l l e d  back 
t o  a c t i v e  duty and given a job on a s p e c i a l  s tudy of s t r a t e g i c  
communications. So he had v i s i t e d  me i n  my headquar ters  i n  
Nha Trang, and he moved on up t h e  coas t .  I t a k e  it t h i s  is  
t h e  t i m e  he a r r i v e d  i n  the Aiisrical  area. I n d i c a t i o n s  are 
t h a t  General KOSTER had picked him up down a t  LZ Bronco about 
an hour be fo re  t h a t  and then  they appeared a t  LZ D o t t i e  f o r  a 
b r i e f i n g  t h e r e .  

A.  No, s i r ,  I don Y recall .  

MR WEST! L e t ' s  move t o  t h e  next  day, which i s  Sunday t h e  
17th .  That af ternoon a t  1 4 35 "Brigadier  General YOUNG a r r i v e d  
t h i s  l o c a t i o n . "  This  i s  e n t r y  21 of t h e  Task Force Barker l o g  
on 1 7  March. Your r e c o l l e c t i o n  a moment ago was t h a t  you 
b r i e f e d  General YOUNG. Now, could it have been dur ing  t h i s  
occasion,  when General YOUNG v i s i t e d ?  This  was i n  t h e  af te rnoon,  
Sunday a£ternoon,  around 2 :30 o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  You s a i d  
you cou ldn ' t  remember f o r  su re  i f  it was on t h e  16th .  
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A. I ' m  no t  sure  of it, sir. I d o n ' t  know which day 
it was. 

Q. Well, was it i n  t h i s  genera l  time frame? Was it 
1 6 ,  1 7 ,  18, somewhere along i n  t h e r e ?  

A. Right ,  sir.  

Q. We do know t h a t  he w a s  t h e r e  then.  

I 0  : Do you know General YOUNG very we l l ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q =  No ques t ion  about i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  between General 
YOUNG and General KOSTER and General GALLOWAY? 

A. No, sir.  

MR WEST: A l l  r i g h t .  Would you t e l l  us j u s t  what you t o l d  
General YOUNG on t h i s  po in t?  Your suspic ions  t h a t  some of 
t h e  69 were c i v i l i a n s .  

A .  S i r ,  I remember b r i e f i n g  General YOUNG on t h e  op-
e r a t i o n s  and t e l l i n g  him, t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, t h a t  
69 were k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  and t h a t  I thought  t h a t  pos-
s i b l y  some of those  were c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  had been k i l l e d  by 
the a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  That 's as much as I can remember. 

10: Think of  t h e  s e t t i n g  t h e r e  j u s t  f o r  a minute,  Major 
CALHOUN . Was he by himself?  

A .  S i r ,  I thought he was wi th  Colonel HOLLADAY. 

Q *  HOLLADAY? 

A.  To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, he was. I b r i e f e d  
him on t h a t  and t o l d  him t h a t  I thought t h a t  t h e r e  were some 
c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d .  To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, he s a i d  some-
t h i n g  about t h a t  they were aware of some i n c i d e n t .  I d o n ' t  
know whether--.that 's what I remember. I don ' t remember whether 
he s a i d  anything e l s e .  That 's  a l l  I can remember. T h a t ' s  a l l  
I can remember, s i r .  

Q Well, what impl ica t ions  d i d  you t e l l  him with re-
s p e c t  t o  t h e  69, j u s t  t h a t  some may have been c i v i l i a n s ?  
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A. Y e s ,  sir. 

a. Not how many of  them? 

A. N o ,  sir. S i r ,  i f  i t  was by t h e  n e x t  day, I knew 
a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  20 o r  30 c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  by a r -
t i l l e r y  due t o  t h e  previous day ' s  t a l k .  

MR WEST: Th i s  w a s  the 17th .  

10: You b r i e f e d  him then?  

A. To t h e  best o f  my knowledge, sir. 

Q. How d i d  you know t h a t  20 or 30 had been k i l l e d ?  

A. It w a s  r e p o r t e d  t h e  day be fo re ,  sir. 

Q- This  was i n  a d i scuss ion  between y o u r s e l f ,  Captain  
MEDINA, and General KOSTER? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. W e l l ,  what d i d  General YOUNG say  t o  you as f a r  a s  
" W e  are aware of  t h i s ,  " o r  words t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ?  

A. Tha t ' s  a l l  I can remember, sir. I d o n ' t  remember 
t h a t  much about it. 

Q - How long  d i d  he s t a y  t h e r e ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir.  

Q Were you the only one t h e r e ?  Was Colonel BARKER 
t h e r e  s t and ing  around t a l k i n g ?  

A .  The b r i e f i n g  t h a t  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  remember, I w a s  
t h e  only one t h e r e .  I th ink  Colonel BARKER came i n ,  p o s s i b l y ,  
a l i t t l e  l a t e r .  About t h e  t i m e  t h a t  I had f i n i s h e d  my b r i e f -
ing ,  he  came i n .  

Q A t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e  it i s  n o t  very l i k e l y  t h a t  
Colonel HOLLADAY would have been p r e s e n t ,  because accord ing  t o  
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what w e  have r e c o n s t r u c t e d ,  Colone l  HOLLADAY and Major WATKE 
w e r e  a t  t h i s  t i m e  bo th  e i t h e r  a t  o r  j u s t  a b o u t  t o  l a n d  a t  Duc 
Pho t o  t a l k  t o  Colone l  HENDERSON, Sunday a f t e r n o o n ,  t h e  1 7 t h ,  
on a d i f f e r e n t  s u b j e c t .  

A.  I d o n ' t  know, s ir .  

Q. Well ,  I t h i n k  f o r  o u r  p o i n t  o f  view, Major CALHOUX, 
on  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  b r i e f i n g ,  it i s  q u i t e  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  you t o  
remember j u s t  a s  much a s  you can & o u t  what you t o l d  him abou t  
c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  and what h e  t o l d  you about  what h e  knew 
about  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  You a l r e a d y  t o l d  m e  t h a t  h e  had i n d i -
c a t e d  t h a t  he  a l r e a d y  knew some c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d ,  o r  
t h e y  were aware o f  something? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  T h a t ' s  a l l  I can remember abou t  it. 
T h a t ' s  a11  I can r e c a l l .  

Q Did you t a l k  abou t  any peop l e  g e t t i n g  k i l l e d  by 
gunsh ips?  

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir.  

Q Did you t a l k  about  any c o n f r o n t a t i o n  o r  U.S. a v i -
a t i o n  and--

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Not t h a t  I can  remember, s i r .  No, 
sir.  

Q. H e  never  t a l k e d  about  a l a r g e  number o f  women and 
c h i l d r e n ,  noncombatants b e i n g  k i l l e d ?  

A.  Not w h i l e  I was p r e s e n t ,  s i r ,  t h a t  I can remember. 
Not w h i l e  I was p r e s e n t .  

Q. Did h e  e v e r  a sk  you a d i r e c t  q u e s t i o n  abou t  whether  
a l l  t h o s e  8 4  o r  90 bod i e s  r e p o r t e d  by C h a r l i e  Company w e r e  VC 
or whether  t h e y  were a l l  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  s i r .  

MR WEST: Th i s  i s  h e l p f u l  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  u s ,  Major CALHOUN. 
We had hoped you 'd  r e c a l l  some more t h i n g s .  Can you r e c a l l  
where you h e a r d  t h e  f i g u r e  o f  2 0  t o  30 c i v i l i a n s  b e i n g  k i l l e d ?  
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A. Y e s ,  sir. In t he  afternoon of t h e  operat ion,  I 
had contacted Captain MEDINA, and we had received ins t ruc-
t i o n s  from the  brigade t h a t  he was t o  go back i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  
and check t h e  v i l l a g e  out  t o  see how many noncombatants w e r e  
k i l l e d  and by what m a n s  they w e r e  k i l l e d .  

Q - I d id  want t o  g e t  t o  t h i s ,  It was during t h i s  
time? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q While w e ' r e  on t h a t  sub jec t ,  I bel ieve  you testi-
f i e d  e a r l i e r  t h a t  you got  a  c a l l  from brigade,  and they wanted 
t o  know t h e  number of c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  had been k i l l e d  and wounded 
i n  My Lai (-41 and how? 

A. Yes, -sir. 

Q Is t h i s  ahout r i gh t ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q - Do you know who t h a t  message came from i n  brigade? 

A. No, sir. I don"t r e c a l l .  

Q Would you t e l l  what you d i d  i n  response t o  t h a t ?  
Did you receive the  message personally? 

A .  S i r ,  t h a t  I s  a hazy point  with me. I cannot say. 
I know t h e  message came i n t o  t he  TOC. I don ' t  know whether 
it came t o  Colonel BARKER o r  whether it came through channels 
t o  me, sir.  

You were taking act ion on i t ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q What d id  you do? 

A .  I ca l led  Captain  MEDINA on the rad io ,  s i r ,  and in-
s t ruc ted  him t h a t  he was t o  re turn  t o  the v i l l a g e  and t o  check 
out  the  number of c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  were k i l l e d  and how and by 
what means they were k i l l e d .  And he sa id  he d id  not  want t o  

CCAZ;HOUN1 208 APP T-6 

. . FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

r e t u r n  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h a t  they were almost i n  t h e  n igh t  l a a g e r  
p o s i t i o n  and wa i t ing  f o r  resupply;  and t h a t  he d i d  no t  want 
t o  go back and s u b j e c t  h i s  t roops t o  mines and booby t r a p s ;  
t h a t ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, t h e r e  were 20 t o  30 c i -
v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y =  I s a i d  to him a t  that t imei  
"Regardless of what you a r e  doing o r  where you a r e ,  you a r e  t o  
go back t o  My Lai ( 4 )  . ' I  A t  t h i s  t ime,  t h e  t ransmiss ion  was i n -
t e r r u p t e d  by t h e  d i v i s i o n  commanderjwho s a i d  t h e r e  would be 
no need f o r  Char l i e  Company t o  r e t u r n  t o  My Lai .  

Q I b e l i e v e  you t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h i s  was about 1600 
hours .  

A.  To t h e  b e s t  of my lcnowledge, s i r .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

I0 : Let  me ask you a ques t ion  about what you j u s t  s a i d  
i n  your testimony t h e r e .  A couple of p o i n t s :  one,  where was 
Char l i e  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. The way I understood i t ,  Char l i e  was two o r  t h r e e  
c l i c k s  west--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Eas t?  

A.  Eas t .  

Q We're having a h e l l  of a timz with t h a t ,  a r e n ' t  
we? They were e a s t  of Ily La i ,  but  where were they? You said--
I th ink  you s a i d  t h a t  they were about t o  a r r ive - - tha t  Captain 
1 E D I N A  s a i d ,  "We a r e  about t o  a r r i v e  i n  our  l a a g e r  a rea . "  

A .  I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  where they were, s ir .  

Q What I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a t  i s  whether he had o r  
h a d n ' t  a r r i v e d  a t  h i s  l a a g e r  a rea?  

A .  I d o n ' t  know, s ir .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he had a r r i v e d .  
I t h i n k  he was moving t o  t h e  n i g h t  l a a g e r .  

Q. This makes a cons iderable  d i f f e r e n c e .  

A. Yes, sir.  He was moving t o  h i s  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n .  

Q. This  would put  it back as  e a r l y  as  1500, between 
1500 and 1530, because theyewere i n  t h a t  l a a g e r  about 1530. 
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Now, j u s t  one o t h e r  p o i n t  while  we're  on t h i s :  were t h e r e  any 
i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  i n d i c a t e  a s  I r e c a l l  from previous testimony, 
t h a t  you w e r e  t o  determine t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  by age and by s e x  
and by t h e  manner i n  which they  had been k i l l e d ?  Is t h a t  
c o r r e c t ?  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  The only t h i n g  I r e c a l l  i s  
w e  w e r e  supposed t o  go back and f i n d  ou t  how many noncombatants 
w e r e  k i l l e d ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  and by t h e  means 
they  w e r e  k i l l e d .  

MR WEST: I t h i n k  I ' l l . read  you some of your testimony now 
on t h a t  poin t .  You s a i d :  

" I t  was la te  i n  t h e  af ternoon and when I say l a t e ,  
I would say  about 1600 hours ,  approximately. W e  
rece ived  a c a l l  from br igade  asking us what 
were t h e  number of c i v i l i a n s  h u r t ,  and, i f  poss i -
b l e ,  t r y  and determine how they were h u r t ,  how 
they  were k i l l e d  o r  wounded. So Colonel BARKER 
was s i t t i n g  t h e r e  monitoring t h e  opera t ion  with 
t h e  r ad io  a t  t h i s  t i m s .  H e  i n s t r u c t e d  me t o  con-
t a c t  Captain MEDINA--at t h i s  t ime we had con tac t  
from t a s k  fo rce  headquarters--and ask him t o  count 
t h e  number of c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  and determine 
how they were e i t h e r  k i l l e d  o r  wounded. Captain , 

MEDINA t o l d  me a t  t h a t  time t h a t  he was t o  t h e  
e a s t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  o u t  of t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a ,  
and he would have t o  r e t r a c e  h i s  s t e p s  going back 
t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  He thought t h e r e  were somewhere 
between 20 and 30 people k i l l e d ,  he f e l t ,  mostly 
by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  He would have t o  form h i s  com-
pany up and r e t r a c e  f o r  about 3,300 o r  4,000 meters." 

NOW, what happened a t  t h a t  t ime? They d i d n ' t  go back, d i d  
they? 

A. No, sir. That was when I t o l d  him he would have 
t o  r e t r a c e  h i s  s t e p s  anyway, r ega rd less  of how f a r  away he was. 
A t  t h a t  time was when t h e  t ransmission was i n t e r r u p t e d  by t h e  
d i v i s i o n  commander saying  t h a t  t h e r e  would be no need f o r  
them t o  r e t r a c e  t h e i r  s t e p s  Sack t c  14y L a i  . 
Q Now, suppose your t iming i s  c o r r e c t  h e r e ,  it was about 
1600 o r  l a t e  i n  t h e  af te rnoon,  even though t h e r e  a r e  some i n -
d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  t h i s  may have we41 been e a r l i e r .  T h i s  would 
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have been j u s t  a l i t t l e  while  before General KOSTER a r r i v e d  
with General DOLEMAN t o  be b r i e f e d .  I be l i eve  you ind ica ted  
a moment ago you d i d n ' t  do t h e  b r i e f i n g .  

A .  No, sir. 

Q- Were you present?  

A .  I d o n ' t  remember t h e i r  v i s i t  t h e r e ,  sir.  I d o n ' t  
remember it. 

Q Did General KOSTER say anything about j u s t  having
countermanded t h e  o rde r?  

A .  I d o n ' t  remember, sir. 

Q - Did it seem l i k e l y  t o  you now t h a t  h e  would have, 
if your t iming i s  r i g h t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  I ' m  only t e l l i n g  you what came 
over  the  r ad io .  

10: Let  m e  ask you i f  something came over  t h e  r ad io .  
When you t a l k e d  t o  Saber 6 and he had s a i d ,  "No, I d o n ' t  want 
Char l i e  t o  go back through t h e r e  t h i s  l a t e  i n  t h e  af te rnoon 
and have t o  go back through a l l  those  mines and booby t r a p s  
and s o  on ,"  d i d  he say "IGo~J,I want you t o  pass it t o  Rawhide 
6 "? 

A .  To t h e  b e s t  of my memory, yes ,  s i r .  

Q *  Did he preclude Rawhide 6 o r  Colonel BARKER from 
ever  going back i n  t h e r e  again t o  make a v a l i d  body 
count? I ' m  no t  t a l k i n g  about t h e  af te rnoon.  Was t h e r e  
any i n s t r u c t i o n s  which would preclude them from going 
i n  tomorrow af te rnoon o r  tomorrow morning, precluded using 
t h e  ground element o r  t h e  aero-scout company, f o r  example, 
from going i n  and checking it o u t ?  

A. The only t h i n g  I know, sir ,  he  s a i d  t h e r e  would 
be  no need f o r  Char l i e  Company t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
T h a t ' s  a l l  I know. 

Q They d i d n ' t  re turn- -

A. ( In te rpos ing)  No, s i r .  
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Q A s  f a r  as I know. Did you know anybody t h a t  e v e r  
went back i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  ? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Afte r  t h i s ,  d i d  you go ou t  and t a l k  t o  Captai,n 
MEDINA o r  d id  you go o u t  i n t o  t h e  f i e l d  and t a l k  t o  Captain 
FIICHLES on t h e  af te rnoon of t h e  16th? 

A. S i r ,  I may have. I 'm n o t  s u r e ,  b u t  it was a nor-
m a l  p r a c t i c e  f o r  me t o  go o u t  and d i s c u s s  t h e  next  d a y ' s  op-
e r a t i o n s ,  t o  t a k e  an over lay  ou t  and. d i s c u s s  it wi th  them. 

Q We have some i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  you may have been i- -3

t h e r e .  I ' m  n o t  saying  t h a t  you were, but  we know t h a t  Cap- b 
t a i n  KOTOUC went ou t  and went i n t o  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  wi th  Bravo 3 
and Char l ie .  Now, you would remember i f  you went i n t o  t h e  
l a a g e r  a r e a  with Bravo and C h a r l i e ,  wouldn ' t you? 

L> 
A .  Y e s ,  sir. I donft r e c a l l  going, sir.  I 'm saying  -i 
!.t could have been p o s s i b l e ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  A l o t  of  
t i m e s  Captain KOTOUC--I might add th is - -a  l o t  of  t imes ,  he 
would go o u t  and t a k e  an over lay  t o  show them what we would 
l i k e  t o  do t h e  next  day. I f  he was going o u t  t o  pick up p r i s -
oners  o r  something l i k e  t h a t  anyway, he  would go o u t  and do 
t h i s .  

& This i s  conceivable ,  b u t  I want you t o  t h i n k  about 
t h i s  because Char l i e  and Bravo had laagered  i n  and a longs ide  
of a Vietnamese cemetery, t h e  normal mound-type and some with 
t h e  headstone-type with t h e  box a f f a i r  and s o  on. 
Do you remember going i n t o  an a r e a  l i k e  t h a t  and t a l k i n g  t o  
Captain MEDINA and Captain MICHLES toge the r?  

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s ir .  Like I say ,  I may have, b u t  
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

MR WST: Let  me .ask you about another  e n t r y  i n  t h e  log  
which, I t h i n k ,  i s  p e r t i n e n t  t o  your testimony t h a t  you had 
b r i e f e d  General YOUNG. You i n d i c a t e d  t o  him t h a t  you be l i eved  
p a r t  of t h e  69 count may have been c i v i l i a n s ,  because you 
learned  20 t o  30 c i v i l i , a n s  had been k i l l e d  t h a t  day from Cap-
t a i n  14EDINA. You knew t h i s  before  General YOUNG v i s i t e d  on 
t h e  af ternoon of t h e  1 7 t h ,  but  t h e  previous a f t e rnoon ,  t h e  
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16th--we d o n ' t  know when t h i s  was i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  c a l l  
from b r i g a d e  t o  check about t h e  k i l l e d  o r  wounded c i v i l i a n s - -
t h e r e  i s  an e n t r y  on t h e  Task Force Barker l o g  f o r  t h e  16 th  a t  
1555 hours  and it says :  "Company B r e p o r t s  t h a t  none of VC 
body count  r e p o r t e d  by h i s  u n i t  were women and c h i l d r e n .  Company 
C r e p o r t s  t h a t  approximately 1 0  t o  11 women and c h i l d r e n  were 
k i l l e d  due t o  a r t i l l e r y  o r  gunships .  These were n o t  i nc luded  
i n  t h e  body count . "  The only o t h e r  t h i n g  on t h i s  e n t r y  i s ,  
"11th Brigade n o t i f i e d . "  We d o n ' t  f i n d  any comparable e n t r y  
i n  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade log .  Can you e x p l a i n  t h a t  e n t r y ?  

A.  NO,  s i r .  

Q Do you have any i d e a  why i t ' s  i n  t h e r e ?  Do you 
want t o  r e a d  i t ?  I t ' s  p r e t t y  ha rd  t o  make o u t .  I t ' s  t h a t  
bottom e n t r y .  

(MR WEST hands E x h i b i t  M-16 t o  w i t n e s s . )  

A. S i r ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  what prompted t h i s  e n t r y .  
Wnether anyth ing  came from b r igade  o r  t a s k  f o r c e  commander 
o r  what caused t h i s  t o  b e  e n t e r e d .  

I0 : Why wasn ' t  t h e  20  o r  30 e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  l og?  

A. I c a n ' t  answer t h a t ,  s i r .  Was t h e  e n t r y  made 
about  me c a l l i n g  MEDINA on t h e  l og?  

MR WEST: No. They a r e  s i l e n t  on t h a t .  There i s  no e n t r y  
about  r e c e i v i n g  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  from b r igade  o r  any followup 
on it. 

A .  Like I s a i d  b e f o r e ,  I was r e m i s s  i n  n o t  checking 
t h e  l o g  c o r r e c t l y .  

10: When you t o l d  General  YGUNG tha.t. t h e r e  were 20 t c  
30 women and c h i l d r e n  t h a t  had been k i l l e d  w i t h i n  ( i n a u d i b l e )  
you knew t h i s .  I t a k e  i t ,  from what you s a i d ,  some of  t h e s e  
probably were women and c h i l d r e n .  Did t h i s  shock General  
YOUNG a t  a l l ?  

(Witness and counsel  con fe r .  ) 

I C  : I f  I may a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  a f t e r  t a l k i n g  i t  over  wi th  
Major CALHOUN, a t  t h i s  t ime Major CALHOUN would l i k e  t o  e x e r c i s e  -
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h i s  r i g h t s  under A r t i c l e  31,  Uniform Code of  M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e .  
W e  would l i k e  n o t  t o  answer any f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  b e f o r e  t h i s  
hea r ing .  

COL MILLER: A r e  you w i l l i n g  t o  e n t e r t a i n  q u e s t i o n s  on any 
o t h e r  a r e a s  of  i n q u i r y ?  

I C : Not a t  t h i s  t ime .  We would be  w i l l i n g  and would 
cons ide r  it. I would have t o  have f u r t h e r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  
my c l i e n t .  W e  have n o t  d i s c u s s e d  the  p o s s i b i l i t y  of  e n t e r -
t a i n i n g  s p e c i f i c  q u e s t i o n s ,  b u t  I can do t h a t  i n  a r e c e s s  
r i g h t  now, i f  you wi sh ,  and we can make a d e c i s i o n  on t h a t  
r i g h t  now. 

I0 : T h e  h e a r i n g  w i l l  be r e c e s s e d .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1720 h o u r s ,  11 February 
1970.) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1724 h o u r s ,  11 February 
1970 .) 

I0: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : A l l  persons  p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  are 
aga in  p r e s e n t .  

COL MILLER: Have you had a chance t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  matter w i th  
your  counse l ,  Major CALHOUN? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

COL MILLER: What i s  your d e c i s i o n  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

I C : A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  sir,  we don1t wish t o  e n t e r t a i n  any 
f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s .  

COL MILLER: What we would l i k e  t o  do i s  s u g g e s t  some a r e a s  i n  
which we have f u r t h e r  i n t e r e s t  and would l i k e  t o  ask  q u e s t i o n s  
du r ing  t h e  r e c e s s  o r  a t  a  g iven  t ime, .  and you can c o n s i d e r  
whether you would be w i l l i n g  t o  g ive  tes t imony i n  t h o s e  g i v e n  
a r e a s .  

I C : W e  would be  w i l l i n g  t o  do t h i s .  

I0 : We' l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  
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(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1725 hours ,  11 February 
1970 . I  

(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1755 hours ,  11 February 
1970.) 

I0 : Hearing w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : A l l  persons p r e s e n t  when t h e  hea r ing  recessed  a r e  
aga in  p r e s e n t .  

COL MILLER: Major CALHOUN, f o r  t h e  r eco rd ,  dur ing  t h e  r e c e s s  
I d i scussed  wi th  you and your counsel  t h e  gene ra l  a r e a s  of i n -
q u i r y  i n  which w e  were i n t e r e s t e d  t o  determine whether you 
f e l t  you would want t o  t e s t i f y  any f u r t h e r .  A r e  you ready t o  
g ive  an answer a t  t h i s  t ime? 

I C :  I t  is  our d e c i s i o n ,  t h a t  a t  t h i s  t i m e  w e  do n o t  
wish t o  answer any f u r t h e r  ques t ions .  

I 0 : Do you have any ques t ions  you would l i k e  t o  a s k ,  o r  
is t h e r e  any s t a t emen t  you would l i k e  t o  make a t  t h i s  t ime? 

WIT : No, sir.  

I 0 : Hearing w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

1970.) 
(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1757 hours ,  11 February 
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SUMMARY O F  TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: HALL, ~ e c i lD . ,  SGT 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 8 J a n u a r y  1 9 7 0  

PLACE O F  TESTIMONY: P e n t a g o n  

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF:  N/A 

COUNSEL: N o n e  

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1 9 6 8 :  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  S e r g e a n t ,  
T a s k  Force B a r k e r .  

MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION. 

a .  T h e  w i t n e s s  w a s  t h e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  sergeant f o r  
t h e  t a s k  force ( p g .  2 )  , and s t a t e d  t h a t  he  u s u a l l y  f l e w  
w i t h  C o l o n e l  BARKER. T h i s  w a s  because there  w a s  no c o m m a n d  
and control  he l icopter  w i t h  a console i n  it and u s u a l l y  he 
w o u l d  b r i n g  f o u r  radios ,  a l l  V R C - 2 5 ' s  (pg. 3 ) .  

b .  He  described t h e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  s e t u p  i n  T a s k  Force 
B a r k e r  as f o l l o w s ;  

( 1 )  T h e  TOC had three V R C - l O ' s ,  w h i c h  m a i n t a i n e d  
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  c o m m a n d  and c o n t r o l  he l icopter :  

a .  O n e  VRC-10 c o m m u n i c a t e d  w i t h  t h e  c o m m a n d  
and con t ro l  he l icopter  ( p g .  4 ) .  

b .  O n e  VRC-10 w a s  used fo r  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  
w i t h  LZ U p t i g h t  ( p g .  4 ) .  

c. O n e  VRC-10 w a s  used as a spare. ( p g  . 4 )  . 
( 2 )  A n o t h e r  VRC-10 w a s  i n  t h e  TOC and belonged 

t o  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  and w a s  i n  direct  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  
c o m m a n d  and con t ro l  s h i p  ( p g .  4 ) .  
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( 3 )  The command and c o n t r o l  s h i p  had t h r e e  VRC-25 ' s .  

a .  One was t o  t h e  ground on t h e  command and 
c o n t r o l  n e t  (pg.  4 ) .  

b .  One was on t h e  command and c o n t r o l  n e t  
t o  t h e  TOC (pg. 4 )  . 

c .  The t h i r d  se t  was f o r  t h e  ALO t o  t a l k  
wi th  t h e  VRC-10 i n  t h e  TOC (pg. 4 ) .  

c .  He d i d  n o t  remember how o f t e n  t h e  f r e q u e n c i e s  on 
t h e  s e t s  were changed (pg.  4 ) .  The SO1 f o r  Task Force Barker  
was prepared  by him monthly b u t , t h i s  d i d  n o t  mean t h a t  t h e  
f requenc ies  changed. Sometimes i t  would on ly  be t h e  c a l l  !'1. 

s i g n s  which changed o r  e l s e  were added (pg. 4 )  . I f  he G? 

rece ived  a  new SO1 he des t royed  t h e  o l d  one and d i d  n o t  keep f' 

a  record  o f  i t  (pg. 5 ) .  He f e l t  t h a t  b r i g a d e  headquar te r s  

may have mainta ined records  on them (pg.  5 ) .  


t .1 :I 

d .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  seem t o  r e c a l l  t h e  e v e n t s  . .-., 
surrounding t h e  16 March a s s a u l t .  He d i d  r e c a l l  t h e  a i r -  
c r a f t  assembling f o r  6ake o f f  (pg.  1 8 ) .  

e. H e  remembered one t ime when Major CALHOUN c a l l e d  
o u t  t o  a u n i t  by r a d i o  t e l l i n g  them t o  be on t h e  look o u t  
f o r  women and c h i l d r e n  (pg.  15)  . He thought  t h a t  t h i s  was 
t h e  r e s u l t  o f  someone, p o s s i b l e  a w a r r a n t  o f f i c e r  p i l o t ,  
e n t e r i n g  t h e  TOC and complaining (pg. 1 5 ) .  He d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  i f  t h e  command and c o n t r o l  s h i p  was up a t  t h e  t ime ,  
he d i d  n o t  know i f  t h e  message was t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  a l l  
companies. H e  d i d  n o t  know i f  Colonel  BARKER was p r e s e n t .  
He d i d  n o t  know what t ime t h i s  happened (pg. 1 6 ) .  

f ,  He s t a t e d  t h a t  whi le  on R&R i n  Hawaii he heard  a 
r a d i o  b r o a d c a s t  i n d i c a t i n g  an o f f i c e r  and a s e r g e a n t  were 
be ing  i n v e s t i g a t e d  i n  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  f o r  s h o o t i n g  
c i v i l i a n s .  This  was t h e  l a s t  week i n  May (pg. 2 2 ) .  

g.  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  ~ x h i b i t s  M-2 
and M-3 (pg. 2 5 ) .  Most of t h e  t r a i n i n g  he r e c e i v e d  was i n  
Hawaii (pgs .  25, 26) . He was n o t  t r a i n e d  a t  Chu Lai  i n  
an o r i e n t a t i o n  p e r i o d  (pg. 2 5 ) .  
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h. He had never heard of anyone smoking marijuana 

or being caught smoking marijuana in the brigade (pg. 26). 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0847 hour s ,  8 January 
1970.) 

6 0 L  WILSON: The heartng will come tc o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  COL WILSON and 
MAJ COOP. 

The n e x t  w i tnes s  is  Sergeant  F i r s t  C l a s s  C e c i l  D. 
HALL. 


(SFC HALL was c a l l e d  a s  a wi fnes s ,  w a s  sworn, and 
t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows :) 

W i l l  you s ta te  your  f u l l  name,- g rade ,  S o c i a l  
S e c u r i t y  number, s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n ?  

A .  I ' m  C e c i l  D. HALL, Se rgean t  F i r s t  C l a s s ,  
my s t a t i o n  i s  Company C ,  S p e c i a l  Troops,  F o r t  Leonard Wood, 
Missour i .  

COL WILSON: Se rgean t ,  b e f o r e  w e  proceed wi th  any q u e s t i o n s ,  
I ' l l  inform you of  s e v e r a l  m a t t e r s .  

Th i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  
S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  Army, f o r  
t h e  purpose of de te rmin ing  c e r t a i n  f a c t s  and making f i n d i n g s  
and recommendations concerning:  

(1) t h e  adequacy o f  p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n t o  
what i s  known as t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968, and 

( 2 )  p o s s i b l e  suppres s ion  o r  wi thhold ing  of 
i n fo rma t ion  by any person  who had a  du ty  t o  r e p o r t  and t o  
f u r n i s h  in fo rma t ion  concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  I n  o t h e r  
words, whether  t h e r e  was any coverup of what happened 
t h e r e  t h a t  day. 

T h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  be ing  conducted t o  look 
i n t o  a l l  f a c t s  and c i rcumstances  of what d i d  happen a t  My La i .  
For example, w e  are n o t  concerned w i t h  t h e  g u i l t  of any person  
f o r  something he might have done wrong t h a t  day. 

We have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us and have reviewed 
p r i o r  s t a t e m e n t s  ob ta ined  i n  o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of t h e  My L a i  
i n c i d e n t ,  f o r  example, your s t a t e m e n t  t o  t h e  C I D .  
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Your tes t imony w i l l  be taken under oa th .  A verbat im 
t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be  prepared.  A t ape  record ing  is  be ing  made i n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verbat im n o t e s  be ing  taken by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

The g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of our  r e p o r t  w i l l  be 
c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  b u t  i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  tes t imony,  o r  p a r t s  of 
i t ,  may l a t e r  become a  ma t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge. 

I r e q u e s t  t h a t  you n o t  d i s c u s s  your tes t imony i n  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s ,  i nc lud ing  o t h e r  wi tnesses  f o r  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except  a s  you may be r e q u i r e d  t o  do be fo re  
a competent j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body, such 
a s  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  subcommittee of t h e  House Armed Se rv ices  
Committee, one group of people  conducting an i n q u i r y  i n t o  t h e  
My Lai  i n c i d e n t .  

What was your assignment i n  March 1968? 

A.  March 1 9 6 8 ,  I was s t i l l  a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  communi- 
c a t i o n s  se rgean t  f o r  Task Force Barker. 

Q. You were on t h e  Task Force Barker s t a f f ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h a t  i s  c o r r e c t .  

Q - Did you have a communications o f f i c e r  t h e r e ?  

A. Yes, w e  d i d  have* Captain WATSON was t h e  t a s k  
f o r c e  s i g n a l  o f f i c e r .  

Q. Where was he ass igned? 

' 	 A. He was ass igned  t o  t h e  communications p l a toon ,  
headquar te rs  company. That i s  where he was ass igned .  

Q *  Did you spend a l l  of your t ime wi th  Task Force 
Barker o r  d i d  you spend any t i m e  back wi th  t h e  headquar te rs  
company? 

A.  I had been wi th  t h e  headquar te rs  company of t h e  
11 th  Brigade.  I d o n ' t  know t h e  exac t  d a t e  I l e f t  Task Force 
Barker.  However, I d i d  l eave  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  t o  go back. I 
t a l k e d  t o  t h e  b r igade  s i g n a l  o f f i c e r  and reques ted  t h a t  I 
come back t o  t h e  br igade .  

Q. When? 
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A. The l a t e r  p a r t  of March o r  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of A p r i l .  

a. Were you wi th  Task Force  Barker  on 16 March? 

A. T o  t h e  b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  yes .  

Q. Do you r e c a i l  any in fo rma t ion  o r  o r d e r s  l e a d i n g  
up t o  t h e  3-day o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  took p l a c e  on 16,  17 ,  and 
18  March? 

A. No. To t a k e  t h e  d a t e  and s a y ,  I c o u l d n ' t  say  
t r u t h f u l l y ,  y e s ,  because i t ' s  l i k e  p i c k i n g  t h e  1 6 t h  of 
March--to m e  no th ing  s p e c i f i c a l l y  happened t h a t  day,  and t o  
m e  it w a s  n o t h i n g  o u t  of t h e  o r d i n a r y  f o r  m e  t o  remember. 

Q. Did you normally o p e r a t e  i n  t h e  TOC of  Task Force 
Barker?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. You s t a y e d  i n  t h e  TOC most of  t h e  t ime? 

A. Y e s .  I f lew wi th  Colonel  BARKER. W e  d i d n ' t  have 
a s l i c k  o r  a  Cha r l i e -Cha r l i e  w i t h  a conso le  i n  it. Usua l ly  w e  
had f o u r  r a d i o s ,  and t h e  a r t i l l e r y  o f f i c e r  would t a k e  one r a d i o  
so  he cou ld  c a l l - -  

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  These were a l l  PRC-25's? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  And--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Se rgean t ,  I would l i k e  t o  t a k e  a 
break h e r e  and a sk  you t o  p r e p a r e  a rough s k e t c h  of how t h e  
communications from Task Force Barker ,  bo th  from t h e  TOC and 
t h e  C&C a i r c r a f t  t o  t h e  ground and t o  t h e  a r t i l l e r y ,  how 
t h i s  communications was se t  up. L e t  m e  t a k e  a look a t  it 
and s e e  i f  we want anyth ing  i n  t h e  r eco rd .  

A. There was one t h i n g  about  my s t a t emen t .  Yesterday 
morning, when I woke up yes t e rday  morning, I g o t  ho ld  of M r .  
SMITH who took  my o r i g i n a l  s t a t e m e n t ,  and I gave him some 
a d d i t i o n a l  in format ion .  H e  happened t o  be back a t  F o r t  Leonard 
Wood and I gave it t o  him a t  t h a t  t ime.  

Q. I ' m  going t o  ask you a series of q u e s t i o n s .  I 
t h i n k  I ' l l  b r i n g  o u t  most of t h e  i n fo rma t ion  you have t o l d  him. 
However, if I over look  something,  I ' l l  ask you a  q u e s t i o n  a t  
t h e  end and I want you t o  cover  it. 
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A.  Right .  

Q - A t  t h e  t e r m i n a t i o n  of t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  I ' l l ,  
ask Sergeant  HALL t o  p r e p a r e  a f i n a l  communication r a d i o  
ske t ch  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  e x i s t e d  on 1 6  March 
from Task Force Barker  t o  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  a r e a .  I n  summary, 
what he has  shown i s  t h a t  t h e  TOC had t h r e e  V R C - l o ' s  which 
main ta ined  communication wi th  t h e  command and c o n t r o l  h e l i -  
c o p t e r ;  one VRC-10 t o  ma in t a in  communication wi th  t h e  com-
mand and c o n t r o l  h e l i c o p t e r ,  one VRC-10 f o r  communication 
wi th  LZ Up t igh t ,  and one s p a r e  t o  be switched t o  any 
frequency neces sa ry .  There w a s  ano the r  VRC-10 i n  t h e  
TOC which belonged t o  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  and t h i s  w a s  i n  
d i r e c t  communication wi th  t h e  command and c o n t r o l  s h i p .  
Now, i n  t h e  command and c o n t r o l  s h i p  t h e r e  were PRC-25's: 
two on command and c o n t r o l  n e t ,  one t o  ground, and one 
t o  TOC. The t h i r d  one,  t h e  t h i r d  s e t ,  was f o r  t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  t o  t a l k  t o  h i s  VRC-10 i n  t h e  
TOC. He a l s o  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  LZ Upt igh t  was used as a 
r e l a y  s i te  i f  neces sa ry .  This  w i l l  be r e f l e c t e d  on t h e  
communications r a d i o  diagram. 

Se rgean t  HALL, do you remember how o f t e n  you 
changed f r e q u e n c i e s ' o n  your r a d i o  s e t s ?  

A. No, s ir .  With t h e  excep t ion  of t h e  one s e t ,  we  
swi tched back and f o r t h .  And i f  w e  had a miss ion  coming i n  
or a  resupply  miss ion  o r  something,  we might swi t ch  o n t o  one 
of t h e i r  f r e q u e n c i e s .  That  was on r a d i o .  

Q - Did you have an SO1 f o r  Task Force Barker? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  We had SOI's  f o r  Task Force  Barker .  

I prepared  them monthly. They s e n t  them up from b r i g a d e  and 

w e  c u t  them up and made them i n t o  t h e  form and a l l .  


Q - They were changed monthly? 

A. Every month we'd g e t  a change. Now, t h e  f r e q u e n c i e s  
w a s  n o t  always changed. 

Q - What changed? ' 

A. Sometimes you might have some c a l l  s i g n s  changed 
o r  people  added, d i f f e r e n t  c a l l  s i g n s  added, and u n i t s  
added. The f r e q u e n c i e s  d i d n ' t  always change. Once i n  a wh i l e  
when they  would change, we would have a l o t  of  i n t e r f e r e n c e  
wi th  other--1!d have t o  c a l l  back and g e t  them t o  change a 
frequency because we might be i n t e r f e r i n g  wi th  t h e  198th  t o  
t h e  n o r t h  and t h e  o t h e r  u n i t s  i n  t h a t  area. Many t i m e s  even 
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a r t i l l e r y - - t h e  f r equenc ie s  weren ' t t h e  b e s t ,  and I ' ve seen  
a i r c r a f t  from f a r t h e r  sou th  come i n  on f r e q u e n c i e s ,  people  
we d i d n ' t  even know came up on f r equenc ie s ,  Marines came on 
f requency.  Now we had--we a l s o  had t o  keep i n  c o n t a c t  w i th  
s w i f  t b o a t s  . 
Q o  Y e s .  

A .  S w i f t b o a t s ,  and t h a t  was--many t imes  w e  Id swi tch  
o v e r  t o  t h e i r  f requency and many t imes w e  had t o  swi tch  ove r  t o  
t h e  f requency of  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  That  i s  t h e  
one between us and Quang Ngai p rope r .  We'd swi t ch  over  and 
t a l k  t o  them. If they  had something f o r  us t hey  would swi t ch  
o v e r  i n t o  o u r  n e t ,  and i f  w e  had something f o r  them. 

9- Radio and n o t  t e lephone?  

A. Thi s  i s  r a d i o .  

Q - I ' d  l i k e  you t o  show a l s o  t h e  s w i f t b o a t  on your  
diagram a s  an ope ra t iona l - - t e rmina l .  The Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ,  
I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  it  would be  cons ide red  t h a t  t h i s  swi tchover  
would b e  an o p e r a t i o n a l  requirement?  

A. No. 

Q m  Now, when you had an SO1 and you g o t  a  new SOI, 
what d i d  you do  w i t h  t h e  o l d  one? 

A. Destroyed i t .  

Q - There i s  no r e c o r d  o f  t h e  SOI? 

A .  Not u n l e s s  t hey  were main ta ined  a t  b r i g a d e  head- 
q u a r t e r s ,  who i n  t u r n  a r e  t h e  ones t h a t  s e n t  them up t o  u s .  
They might have k e p t  t h e  mas t e r ,  t h e  run-off .  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  
t h i n k .  I know who would know. That  would have been Colonel  
DART, t h e  b r i g a d e  s i g n a l  o f f i c e r .  

Q. Who? 

A. Frede r i ck  $. DART, L i eu t enan t  Colonel .  The l a s t  I 
hea rd  he  w a s  a t  F o r t  Myer scheduled t o  go t o  F o r t  Monmouth, b u t  
I don ' t - - One o t h e r  person  might know, and h e ' s  a t  F o r t  
Monmouth now, and t h a t  i s  Capta in  Roger CHAFENS. O r  Captain  
WHITEHAIR, t h e y  were both  a t  F o r t  Monmouth, now--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  What w a s  t h e i r  job? 
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A. They worked i n  t h e  s i g n a l  o f f i c e ,  i n  b r i g a d e  
s i g n a l  o f f i c e .  

Q .  I n  t h e  b r igade?  

A.  Right .  L i eu t enan t  CHAFENS was under a unique 
s i t u a t i o n .  W e  had a s i g n a l  p l a t o o n ,  11 th  S i g n a l  P l a toon ,  
t h e r e ,  however, he s t i l l  worked f o r  Colonel  DART and s t i l l  
worked i n  t h e  s i g n a l  o f f i c e .  

I took t h e  o l d  ones  o u t  of t h e  SOI. I u s u a l l y  
d i d  t h a t  myself and I burned the--

Q .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Got r i d  of '  them? 

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. What about  t h e  c a l l  s i g n s ?  What w e r e  t h e  ca l l  
s i g n s  f o r  t h e  u n i t s ?  Do you r e c a l l ?  

A.  I might be  a b l e  t o  r e c a l l  la ter .  

Q - Think back,  maybe you can remember. When I ask 
t h i s  q u e s t i o n ,  I assume t h o s e  c a l l  s i g n s  d i d n ' t  change t o o  o f t e n ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q I f  eve r?  

A. No, t hey  would change p e r i o d i c a l l y .  I c a n ' t  p i n  
it down d e f i n i t e l y  and say  j u s t  when it was. 

Q You d o n ' t  remember what A,  B ,  o r  C Company c a l l  
s i g n s  were? 

A. No, n o t  r i g h t  now. 

Q We've seen  t h e  r e f e r e n c e  t o  Alpha, Bravo, and Cha r l i e -
81  which has  been c a r r i e d  a t  Upt igh t  on some diagrams--

A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  They w e r e  mor ta rs .  Tha t  w a s  Se rgean t  
MUHONEY. When Se rgean t  MARONEY was o u t  t h e r e  he had t h e  mor ta r  
s e c t i o n  and he many t i m e s  a c t e d  a s  t h e  r e l a y .  

Q - T h a t ' s  what I w a s  s ay ing ,  b u t  t h o s e  ca l l  s i g n s  w e r e  
l i s t e d  as Alpha, Bravo, and Char l ie -81  which d i d n ' t  i n d i c a t e  
t h e r e  w a s  any s o r t  of  a coded c a l l  s i g n  t o  them, t h e y  were j u s t  
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company 81 mm mor ta r  p l a toons .  I d i d n ' t  .know i f  t h e  companies 
went by Alpha, Bravo, and C h a r l i e . a n d  I ' m  s u r e  t hey  d i d n ' t .  
They must have had some s o r t  of code. 

A. Tha t  had c a l l  s i g n s ,  b u t  I j u s t  c a n ' t  t h i n k  of  
what t hey  were e i t h e r .  I ' l l  t r y  t o  t h i n k  back. 

Q- You say  you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any l ead - in  t o  t h i s  opera-  
t i o n  a t  a l l ?  There  i s  no th ing  s i g n i f i c a n t  about  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  
t h a t  you r e c a l l ?  

A. I recall  a l l  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  coming i n .  

Q - I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  p r i o r  t o  t h a t ,  t h e  b r i e f i n g s ,  
Colonel  HENDERSON coming down t h e r e ,  Colonel  HENDERSON coming 
i n t o  t h e  TOC when t h e  commanders were the.re and b r i e f i n g  them. 
And you recall  t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON j u s t  took t h e  b r igade  
over?  

A. Y e s ,  he  j u s t  reassumed command of t h e  b r igade .  

Q e  I t ' s  o u r  impress ion t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON came 
i n t o  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  f i r e  base .  

A. Colonel  HENDERSON and Colonel  BLACKLEDGE came up 
a t  t h e  same t i m e .  Colonel  BLACKLEDGE was o u r  S2. I remember 
it now, b u t  as f a r  as what w a s  s a i d ,  I d o n ' t  know, s ir .  

Q - Do you remember them coming up t h e r e  on 15 March? 
T h i s  would be  t h e  day b e f o r e  a l l  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  came i n .  

A. I c a n ' t  s ay  t h e y  d i d  come i n ,  b u t  I can 

remember Colonel  HENDERSON and Colonel  BLACKLEDGE coming up 

t h e r e .  But t o  p i c k  a day and say  t h i s  was t h e  day,  I cannot ,  

sir. 


Q .  How many t imes  o r  how many days a week d i d  a 

g e n e r a l  o f f i c e r  u s u a l l y  come t o  f i r e  base  D o t t i e ?  


A.  I t  was q u i t e  f r e q u e n t .  They'd drop  down from Chu 

La i .  The new a s s i s t a n t  commander would come i n  t h e  new 

a r t i l l e r y  commander, o r  something of t h i s  n a t u r e .  They u s u a l l y  

came down t h e r e  because they  always showed them LZ D o t t i e .  


Q- What about  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander, was he i n  t h e r e  
very  o f t e n ?  
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A. I can remember General  KOSTER coming down t o  t h e  
a r e a  and General  YOUNG. I remember bo th  of them coming down t o  
t h e  LZ. 

Q #Dur ing  t h i s  pe r iod?  

A. W e l l ,  du r ing  t h e  p e r i o d  of t h e  t a s k  f o r c e .  Again, 
f o r  me t o  p i ck  a day and f o r  m e  t o  say  they  were t h e r e  on t h i s  
day,  I cannot ,  sir. 

Q. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i x  your  memory t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  p e r i o d  
immediately p r i o r  t o  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  which w a s  t h e  day b e f o r e  
a l l  of t h o s e  h e l i c o p t e r s  came i n  t h e r e ,  and I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  
s t i m u l a t e  anyth ing  t h a t  might b r i n g  t h i s  d a t e  back t o  you. 

A. I see. 

Q. I f  you w i l l  r e c a l l ,  o r  maybe you d i d n ' t  know him. 
Did you know a Se rgean t  COX? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  Se rgean t  COX w a s  k i l l e d .  

Q Sergean t  COX was k i l l e d  t h e  day b e f o r e  t h i s  b r i e f i n g  
took p l ace .  

A. W e l l ,  I know when Se rgean t  COX w a s  k i l l e d .  

Q *  
COX? 

Do you r e c a l l  i f  t h e r e  was a ceremony f o r  Se rgean t  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. When w a s  t h a t  ceremony? 

A. I b e l i e v e  it w a s  h e l d  t h a t  evening o r  t h e  fo l lowing  
morning. They had it ove r  t h e r e  n o t  t o o  f a r  from t h e  messha l l .  
I b e l i e v e  it w a s  on down--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Did you go t o  t h e  ceremony? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember, sir.  But I remember when 
Sergeant  COX was k i l l e d ,  I know t h a t  it was- -

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You t h i n k  t h e  ceremony was h e l d  by 
t h e  messha l l?  

A. No, no,  I t h i n k  t h a t  chap la in  came up t h e r e  t h a t  
day. 
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Q - You mean Chaplain CAREY, t h e  Ca tho l i c  chaplain? 

A. I t  w a s  e i t h e r  Chaplain CAREY, or  Chaplain--a major. 
I b e l i e v e  it was Father  CAREY t h a t  came up t h e r e  t h a t  day. 

Q. D o  you know whether COX was Ca tho l i c  o r  not?  

A. N o ,  I d o n ' t .  I t  w a s  s o r t  of a h i l l s i d e  over 
t h e r e  on t h a t  one p a r t .  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  where they he ld  
t h a t  ceremony. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I went over t h e r e  t o  t h a t  
ceremony. 

Q - D o  you th ink  it was h e l d  on t h e  evening of t h e  14th? 
H e  w a s  k i l l e d  on t h e  14th? 

A.  N o ,  I doubt i f  it was he ld  t h e r e .  I t  must have 
been he ld  on t h e  15th.  

Q- You th ink  t h e  ceremony was h e l d  on t h e  morning of 
t h e  15th  or sometime on t h e  15th? 

A. This  i s  t h e  best--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  The b e s t  you can remember, t h a t ' s  
what I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  out .  

A. Y e s ,  I do remember when Sergeant COX was k i l l e d .  

Q Now,  t h i s  t h i n g  occurred,  as I s a i d ,  a day before  
t h e  opera t ion  took p lace  and I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i x  your memory 
here.  The day t h i s  ceremony was he ld ,  do you remember Colonel 
HENDERSON coming i n  t h e r e  f o r  a b r i e f i n g  o r  any of t h e  commanders 
from A,  B ,  o r  C Company being brought back f o r  a 
b r i e f i n g ?  Colonel BLACKLEDGE coming i n ,  and Captain KOTOUC. 

A. Captain KOTOUC? 

KOTOUC . 
A. Now, I ' m  no t  s u r e  a t  t h a t  t i m e  whether it was 
Captain KOTOUC or Captain LEWELLEN. 

Q Captain KOTOUC. They had n o t  been t h e r e  very long. 
Captain LEWELLEN w a s  also t h e r e ,  I be l i eve .  

A. I do remember Colonel HENDERSON coming up and 
Colonel BLACKLEDGE being with him. I t a l k e d  t o  Colonel 
BLACKLEDGE t h a t  day. 
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Q =  And t h a t  was t h e  day be fo re  t h e  ope ra t ion?  

A.  That was t h e  day be fo re  t h e  ope ra t ion .  

Q You d o n ' t  remember a b i g  meeting a t  t h e  TOC though? 

A. I remember one l a r g e  meeting a t  t h e  TOC. Now, I 
d i d n ' t  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  it. 

Q You w e r e n ' t  t h e r e ?  

A. W e l l ,  I might have been t h e r e ,  t o o ,  b u t  I may have 
been back a t  S2 wi th  Sergeant  STEVENS o r  Sergeant  JOHNSON. 
Sergeant  JOHNSON was up t h e r e ,  he was t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  s e r g e a n t ,  
he was probably r i g h t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  middle of it. A s  f a r  a s  
Colonel BARKER say ing ,  "Sergeant  HALLn--and b r i e f i n g  me, t h i s  
wasn ' t  t h e  case .  I mean I d i d n ' t  a t t e n d  a l l - -

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, I recognize t h a t .  I was j u s t
t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  i f  t h e  b r i e f i n g  took p l a c e  and i f  you had 
any knowledge of it. 

A. I am s u r e  t h e r e  was a l a r g e  g a t h e r i n g  around t h i s  
t ime because you mention a meeting,  and I remember going up 
and p ick ing  up Colonel HENDERSON a t  t h e  landing  pad. 

Q - You d idn '  t hea r  what was b r i e f e d ?  

A. I knew it would be an o p e r a t i o n ,  but--

Q- Who was Captain VAZQUEZ' r a d i o  o p e r a t o r ?  

A.  I c a n ' t  t e l l  you what--you mean what - - tha t ' s  t h e  
man about whom I was t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k .  H e  was t h e  l i a i s o n  
o f f i c e r .  Captain  VAZQUEZ ope ra t ed  h i s  own r a d i o  wh i l e  i n  
Char l ie -Char l ie .  

A .  Yes, sir. 

n 
M He d i d n ' t  have an o p e r a t o r  wi th  him? 

A. Normally it was Captain VAZQUEZ, Colonel BARKER, 
and myself .  When I went along t o  t ake  t h e  r a d i o s  along. 
Captain VAZQUEZ u s u a l l y  ope ra t ed  h i s  own rad io .  Because I know 
one o t h e r  t i m e  w e  w e r e  up, and he ad jus t ed  h i s  f i r e  from LZ 
Uptight  w i th  t h e  105 ' s  from LZ Uptight .  
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Q- Tha t  w a s n ' t  t h e ' l 6 t h ,  w a s  i t ?  

A. I t  may w e l l  be. I have something i n  my mind. I t ' s  
been bugging m e ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  b r i n g  it o u t .  Around t h i s  same 
t i m e  w e  p i cked  up a  man and se t  him down i n  t h e r e  wi th  a 
h e l i c o p t e r ,  i n t o  an area t o  be wi th  h i s  company. 

Q. W a s  t h a t  t h e  same t i m e  he a d j u s t e d  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
f i r e ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  and i t ' s  around t h a t  t ime.  I remember 
us  p i c k i n g  up one of t h e  company commanders. 

Q- Was t h i s  very  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning? I ' m  n o t  
t a l k i n g  about  t h e  pickup,  b u t  t h e  ad jus tment  of t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
f i r e .  

A. W e l l ,  how do you mean very  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning? 

Q. 0700 o r  0730? 

A. I t h i n k  it w a s  a l i t t l e  l a t e r  t han  t h a t  though. 
But I remember w e  w e r e  up t h e r e  and he a d j u s t e d  f i r e .  

Q- There  was ano the r  p rep  about  40 minutes  l a t e r ,  b u t  
I ' m  n o t  sure--yes ,  it w a s  ano the r  p r e p  about 40 minutes l a t e r .  

A. I know t h e r e  were a r t i l l e r y  p reps  down i n  there - -  

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Maybe we can f i x  t h i s  b e t t e r  by 
say ing  t h e r e  were two a r t i l l e r y  preps  t h a t  morning, one and 
t h e n  about  4 0  minutes  l a t e r  ano the r  one. 

A. A l l  from LZ Up.tight? 

Q. A l l  from Upt igh t .  

A. W e l l ,  I remember t h e  f i r e  from Upt igh t .  May I s e e  
t h a t  map a g a i n ,  p l e a s e ?  

Q- Y e s .  D i d  you e v e r  handle  t r a n s m i s s i o n s  which 
r e s u l t e d  i n  l o g  ent:x&es, j o u r n a l  e n t r i e s ?  

A. Tha t  would have been done a t  t h e  TOC? 

Q. Right .  
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A. There w e r e  t imes .  I u s u a l l y  r e f e r r e d  i t  t o  Major 
CALHOUN o r  Sergeant  JOHNSON, t h e y  were t h e r e ,  b u t  t h e r e  w e r e  
t imes  when--I normally j u s t  w r i t e  it down and c o n t a c t  them, 
t hey  were running t h e  TOC. 

Q I have E x h i b i t  M-16 which i s  t h e  Task Force  Barker  
J o u r n a l  f o r  1 4  through 18  March. I want t o  r e a d  a couple  

- of e n t r i e s  he re .  On 1 4  March a t  9 : 3 5  i n  t h e  morning General  
YOUNG a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  f i r e  base .  

(Witness nods head i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e . )  

This  i s  t h e  day t h a t  Sergeant  COX was k i l l e d ,  t o  
f i x  it more i n  your mind. I'm doing t h i s  r e a l l y  t o  t r y  t o  
f i t  any th ing  t h a t  might f i x  you du r ing  t h i s  t i m e  pe r iod .  A t  
1 4 2 0  General  KOSTER a r r i v e d  a t  f i r e  base  ~ o t t i e .  

A.  Okay. 

Q He on ly  s t a y e d  10 minutes .  The l o g  shows t h a t  
f i v e  men w e r e  wounded and booby-trapped a t  1140 t h a t  day. 
COX, KHA. 

A. Y e s ,  I remember t h a t  now. Sergeant  JOHNSON, I 
b e l i e v e ,  took t h a t .  

Q He probably t o l d  you t h a t  COX was k i l l e d ,  I suppose,  
a f t e r  t h i s ?  

A. I s p e n t  most of  my t ime i n  t h e  TOC. We s l e p t  i n  
t h e  same area. I mean, most of us were r i g h t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  
same a r e a .  The on ly  one who had s e p a r a t e  q u a r t e r s  w a s  Colonel  
BARKER. I t ' s  a l l  coming back s lowly.  

Q - T h e r e ' s  ano the r  message h e r e  and it seems t o  t i e  
i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s ,  and i t em number 31  a t  2100. 2015 t h e r e  
i s  a message from Capta in  HOLBROOK--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Yes, sir. 

Q - 11 th  Brigade,  which s a i d  t h a t  t h e  A0 e x t e n s i o n  
had n o t  been approved a s  of y e t .  Delay caused by 2d ARVN. 

A. Right .  
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Q .  A 0  ex t ens ion  w i l l  be approved and go ahead w i t h  
o p e r a t i o n a l  p l an .  Now, t hey  were t a l k i n g  about  upcoming 
o p e r a t i o n s .  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. D o  you r e c a i i  this.? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 


Q- You do recal l  t h a t ?  


(Witness nods head i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  . )  

W e  're g e t t i n g  about-- 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  We ' re  g e t t i n g  down-- 

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e ' l l  s o  zooming i n  now on t h e  t ime.  

A. Y e s ,  I remember t h e  problem wi th  t h e  A 0  ex t ens ion .  

Q- W a s  t h i s  a normal A 0  e x t e n s i o n  t h a t  w a s  r eques t ed  
each t ime? 

A. Y e s .  I t  belonged t o  t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion .  They 
would l i k e  t o  have us  go i n  t h e r e ,  and t h e n  t h e y  would r e q u e s t  
an ex t ens ion .  

Q =  I mean, I know t h a t  t h i s  e x t e n s i o n  has  been r e -
quested--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Three t i m e s  wh i l e  I was w i t h  t h e  
t a s k  fo rce .  

Q- What I am t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t ,  i f  you go i n  and 
s a y ,  "Give us t h e  ex t ens ion  Alpha," o r  w a s  it a s t a n d a r d  SOP 
ex tens ion  i n  t h a t  it extended down t h a t  g r i d  l i n e ,  o r  was it--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I was n o t  i n  on t h e  
f u l l  p l ann ing  t h e n ,  b u t  I t h i n k  it had a boundary down h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  Th i s  was t h e  boundary r i g h t  down here .  

Q. The w a t e r  was t h e  boundary on two s i d e s .  On t h r e e  
s i d e s  t h e  wa te r  w a s  t h e  boundary, and on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  w e  
have a g r i d  l i n e  70 a s  a  boundary. 
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Q You d o n ' t  remember it be ing  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  any 
s t a n d a r d  a r e a ,  a s t a n d a r d  a r e a  ex t ens ion?  

A .  W e l l ,  r i g h t ,  t hey  marked i t  on t h e  map. 

Q. I know. 

A. I n  t h e  TOC, it w a s  done by g r e a s e  p e n c i l  under-
n e a t h  the--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  What was it c a l l e d ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q *  Okay, t h a t  i s  what I was t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t .  

Would you r e p e a t  t h a t ,  s e r g e a n t ?  

~ i a m o n dHead w a s  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  c a l l  s i g n .  

Q. On t h e  morning o f  16 March, a p p a r e n t l y  A Company 
jumped o f f  from Upt igh t  moving sou th  and a t  0640 r e c e i v e d  
au tomat ic  weapons f i r e .  A t  0700 they  had a man s l i g h t l y  m 
wounded, a t  0708 n i n e  s l i c k s  and t w o  Sharks a r r i v e d  a t  id 
LZ D o t t i e .  

A. They l anded  up on t o p  o f  t h e  h i l l ,  I b e l i e v e .  No, 
no ,  they  landed  down from t h e  new s t r i p  t o  t h e  w e s t  o f  LZ 
D o t t i e .  

Q- F i r s t  l i f t  touched down a t  0730. 

A. Did you s a y  A Company? 

Q - They were a t  Upt ight .  

A. They l e f t  Upt ight .  

Q a  Over l and .  

A. Can you t e l l  m e ,  s i r ,  were t h e  Warlords i n  on 
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

Q - Pardon? 

A. Were t h e  Warlords i n  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  i n  March 
o u t  o f  Chu La i?  

1 4  

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-77 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


Q. Yes. I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  t h e  p ropor t ion ,  but  
t h e r e  were Warlords, Sharks,  and Dolphins. 

A. Those a r e  from t h e  174th.  The Warlords a r e  from 
t h e  d i v i s i o n  a v i a t i o n .  

Q* There i s  an e n t r y  i n  t h i s  log  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  of t h e  
16 th  a t  1555 which says ,  "Company C r e p o r t s  approximately 1 0  
t o  11 women and c h i l d r e n  were k i l l e d  e i t h e r  by a r t i l l e r y  
or gunships.  Did t h i s  cause comment around t h e  TOC? 

A. I d o n ' t  be l i eve  so ,  sir. Not t h a t  I remember. The 
only  one t h a t  I remember, it seems t o  me t h a t  Major CALHOUN--
someone s a i d  something about women o r  c h i l d r e n ,  and it seems 
t h a t  Major CALHOUN c a l l e d  out  t h e r e  by r a d i o  and t o l d  them t o  
be on t h e  lookout f o r  women and ch i ld ren .  

Q* . I ' d  l i k e  t o  pursue t h a t .  Was t h i s  from t h e  TOC 
t h a t  t h i s ' c a l l  was made? 

A. I b e l i e v e  someone came i n t o  t h e  TOC and complained 
or made t h e  s ta tement  t h e r e  were women and c h i l d r e n  ou t  t h e r e  
i n  t h a t  a rea .  And I be l i eve  a t  t h i s  t ime,  i f  I remember c o r r e c t l y ,  
i t ' s  hard t o  remember a t  a l l ,  b u t  I b e l i e v e  Major CALHOUN i s  
t h e  one who g o t  on t h e  r a d i o  and c a l l e d  o u t  t h e r e ,  and l e t  them 
know t h e r e  were poss ib ly  women and c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  area .  

Q - Who came i n t o  t h e  TOC? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. I th ink  it was a  p i l o t  probably or--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  What was h i s  grade? 

A. He had t o  be a  warrant  o f f i c e r ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know. 
J u s t  about a l l  of our  p i l o t s  except  f o r  a few of our  own on 
t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  are--

Q =  ( In te rpos ing)  Did he seem t o  be upse t  a t  the  time? 

A: Yes, s i r ,  bu t  t o  g ive  you h i s  name and p o i n t  my 
f i n g e r  and say t h a t ' s  him, I cou ldn ' t  do it. 

Q- Was he upse t  though? 

( I n d i c a t e s  by nodding head i n  t h e  a f f  i rmat ive .  ) 

Was he by himself?  

A. That I d o n ' t  remember. 
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a. Did Major CALHOUN t r ansmi t  t h i s  t o  a l l  companies? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i x .  

Q. But t h i s  message was s e n t  from t h e  TOC? 

A. I ' m  almost c e r t a i n .  I t ' s  s o  v i v i d  i n  my mind y e t  
I can' t--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Was t h e  command and c o n t r o l  s h i p  
up a t  t h a t  time? 

A. I d o n ' t  know t h a t ,  sir. 

a. Was Colonel BARKER t h e r e ?  I d o n ' t  suppose he was. 

A. No, I d o n ' t  t h ink  Colonel BARKER was t h e r e .  
Otherwise he would probably t r ansmi t  the--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  And you d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  
what Major CALHOUN s a i d ?  

A. No, except  t h a t  i n  our  b r i e f i n g s  someone s a i d  
t h e r e ' s  poss ib ly  women and c h i l d r e n  i n  t h a t  a r e a  o u t  t h e r e ,  
s o  be on t h e  out look f o r  them. I can't--beyond that--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Do you remember what t i m e  t h i s  was? 

A. No, s i r ,  I don ' t .  

Q. Do you remember whether he t a l k e d  j u s t  t o  one 
company commander o r  whether he t a l k e d  t o  t h r e e  o r  whether it 
was a message t h a t  was t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  a l l  of t h e  t a s k  force?  

A. I c a n ' t  s ay ,  s ir ,  because I t r u t h f u l l y  cannot say.  

Q And he s a i d  t o  be c a r e f u l  because t h e r e  a r e  women 
and c h i l d r e n  ou t  t h e r e ?  

A. He s a i d  something t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ,  t h a t  someone s a i d  
t h e r e  a r e  women and c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  a r e p o r t  of women 
and ch i ld ren  i n  t h e  area-- to  be on t h e  lookout f o r  them. 

COL WILSON: The hear ing  w i l l  r ecess .  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  0954 hours ,  8 January 1970.) 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  0959 hours ,  8 January 1970.) 
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COL WILSON: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  I remind t h a t  
you are s t i l l  under o a t h ,  s e r g e a n t .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. I n o t i c e  i n  t h e  l o g  of Task Force Barker  on 
16 March, e n t r y  4 1 ,  a t  1645 hours ,  L i eu t enan t  General  DOLEMAN 
and Major General  KOSTER v i s i t e d  LZ D o t t i e  and were b r i e f e d  
by Colonel  BARKER a t  1715. Do you r e c a l l  t h i s ?  

A.  I remember General  DOLEMAN coming, y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Were you a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. I was i n  t h e r e  b u t  I don ' t - -

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Nothing s i g n i f i c a n t  on t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. H e  b r i e f e d  and took them over  t o  t h e  map, b u t  I 
d i d  n o t  s t a n d  t h e r e  and-- 

Q *  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Did t h e  body count i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
o p e r a t i o n  cause  any d i s c u s s i o n  a t  t h e  TOC? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  remember e x a c t l y  what t h e  
body count  was a t  t h a t  t ime.  I know t h e r e  were a couple  of 
t imes  t h e  amount of 20 i n  body count--128 o r  something 
of t h i s  n a t u r e .  

Q. D i d n ' t  t h i s  appear  t o  be a f a i r l y  l a r g e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. . I t  d i d ,  b u t  I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  w e r e  a couple  of t i m e s  
when it appeared up i n t o  t h e  1 2 0 ' s  when w e  went i n t o  t h e  a r e a  
p rev ious  t o  t h i s ,  and Feb rua ry ' s  o p e r a t i o n  was a lmost  t h e  
same body coun t ,  i f  I remember c o r r e c t l y .  I t  was around 1 0 0  
o r  b e t t e r .  

Q That  i s  when A Company went i n t o  My L a i  ( 4 ) ? 

A. B Company went i n  on the--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  A and B Company? 


A,  On 12 February? 


Q- Y e s .  B Company, I t h i n k ,  went on t h e  26th? 
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A. Twelve, s ir .  I have o r d e r s  when I went i n .  

Q. Major TRINKLE was wounded on t h e  26th a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  . 
A. Major TRINKLE -- we went i n t o  My L a i  on t h e  12 th  
a l s o ,  sir. 

Q- There were two o p e r a t i o n s .  

A. B Company made t h e  f i r s t  sweep i n t o  My L a i  
( 4 ) .  I w a s  on t h e  ground when Major TRINKLE was t h e r e  and 

when B Company was i n  t h e r e ,  b u t  I never  d i d  g e t  t o  go i n  
w i t h  C h a r l i e  Company on t h e  ground. (,Witness i s  looking  . 

through h i s  w a l l e t  f o r  a copy of  o r d e r s . )  

Q- What do t h e s e  o r d e r s  say?  

A. I was deco ra t ed  on t h e  -- i n  My La i  ( 4 )  o r  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  on t h a t  d a t e ,  b u t  it w a s  1 2  February.  

Q. When B Company went i n ?  

A. Th i s  is  when B Company went i n .  This  i s  t h e  day 
w e  went i n  t o  p i c k  t h e  wounded up. 

(COL WILSON looks  a t  and r eads  SFC HALL'S 
o r d e r s .  ) 

Q- Do you r e c a l l  t h e  morning of t h e  16 th  t h e  a i r c r a f t  
t a k i n g  o f f  f o r  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  a r e a ?  

A. I remember them assembling down on t h e  new LZ, t h e  
new pad they  b u i l t  down t h e r e ,  t h e  eng inee r s  had b u i l t .  

Q. Did you s e e  t h e  a i r c r a f t  t a k e  o f f ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. You were i n  t h e  TOC t h e n ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I might have been down t h e r e .  I 
might have been back a t  t h e  TOC. You s e e  s o  many a i r c r a f t  
t a k e  o f f  and e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  p r e t t y  soon you g e t  used t o ,  
accustomed t o  t h e  p l a c e .  But I do remember t h e  a i r c r a f t  
coming i n .  I have seen  a  photograph of t h e  a i r c r a f t ,  
I was shown it by t h e  C I D .  I do remember when t h e  a i r c r a f t  
came i n ,  and t h e  l a r g e  g a t h e r i n g  of t h e  a i r c r a f t  down t h e r e .  
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Q. Do you remember anyth ing  s i g n i f i c a n t  happening 
on t h a t  d a t e ?  Anything t h a t  s t a n d s  o u t  i n  your mind? 

A. I have a q u e s t i o n  t o  a s k ,  maybe you can r e f r e s h  
my memory. 

Q- A l l  r i g h t .  

A. H i l l  85 s t a n d s  o u t  v i v i d l y  i n  my mind, M r .  
HONDA f l y i n g  around H i l l  85 w i t h  an o b s e r v a t i o n  a i r c r a f t  and 
throwing w h i t e  phosphorus down on it. Whether t h i s  was t h e  
day o r  n o t ,  i f  it was t h e  day, t hen  I w a s  i n  t h e  command 
a i r c r z f t ,  because w e  f l ew around 85 .  There was a bunker 
on t o p  of 85 where one of  ou r  own b r i g a d e  a v i a t o r s ,  M r .  
HONDA, and Lieu tenant - - I  c a n ' t  t h i n k  of t h e  l i e u t e n a n t ' s  
name, b u t  whether  t h i s  w a s  on t h e  1 6 t h ,  I d o n ' t  know. 

9- Is t h a t  HONDA? 

A. HONDA. H e ' s  probably i n  Hawaii now. 

Q. What w a s  h i s  job? 

A. H e  w a s .  w i th  b r i g a d e  a v i a t i o n  s e c t i o n .  


Q- Did he  f l y  w i th  Colonel  BARKER most of t h e  t ime? 


A, No, s i r .  Most of t h e  peop le ,  t h e  ones t h a t  f l ew 
w i t h  Colonel  BARKER, were from 174th  Avia t ion .  

a. H e  was b r igade  a v i a t i o n ?  

A. H e  was b r i g a d e  a v i a t i o n .  I t  w a s  he and Lieuten-  
a n t  -- Major Smith w a s  t h e  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r ,  b u t  M r .  HONDA and 
M r .  LEVY. 

Q a  
 What was M r .  HONDA doing? Was Colonel  BARKER i n  
t h i s  a i r c r a f t  t h a t  day? 

A. No, s i r ,  he w a s  i n  t h e  Cha r l i e -Cha r l i e .  I ' m  j u s t  
s ay ing ,  I can remember t h i s  be ing  s o  c l o s e  --

Q 0 ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You were i n  a s e p a r a t e  a i r c r a f t  t hen?  

A. Yes, sir. Th i s  i s  s o  c l o s e  t o  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  you see, 
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and H i l l  85 be ing  s o  c l o s e ,  I can remember M r .  HONDA 
f l y i n g  down there--and I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of t h e  l i e u t e n a n t ' s  
name. I t ' s  on t h e  t i p  of my tongue.  But t hey  were f l y i n g  
down t h e r e  i n  a s m a l l  a i r c r a f t  and through --
Q* , ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You w e r e n ' t  w i t h  M r .  HONDA? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q T h i s  i s  what I w a s  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  ou t .  

A. No. 

Q You were i n  t h e  C&C? 

A. I w a s  i n  t h e  C&C. 

&. And what w a s  M r .  HONDA f l y i n g ,  f i x e d  wing? 

A. No, s i r .  H e  was f l y i n g  t h e  OH-13, I b e l i e v e .  

Q m  Hel i cop te r?  

A. They had an OH-13. 

Q. H e  was f l y i n g  a h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- And he was throwing smoke down? 

A. No, wh i t e  phosphorus. 

Q - White phosphorus.  Do you know t h e  reason  he 
was doing t h a t ?  

A. Well,  t h i s  i s  what -- I ' m  n o t  s u r e  of t h e  d a t e ,  
see. Now, t h i s  might have been ano the r  o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  t h i s  
85 i s  s o  c l o s e  t o  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  t h a t  I do remember them throw-
i n g  it i n  t h e r e  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  That  i s  t h e  on ly  reason  I s a y  
I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  Was t h e r e  more t h a n  one o p e r a t i o n  i n  My La i  
( 4 )  ? There are s o  many My La i  ' s  t h a t  I ' m  never  s u r e .  I ' m  
n o t  even s u r e  whether t h i s  w a s  My L a i  ( 4 )  o r  ano the r  area o r  
what. 

Q These two o p e r a t i o n s  i n  February went i n t o  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  of t h a t .  
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A. Of t h i s  a r e a  r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ?  

Q o  
 I d o n ' t  know t h a t  I could  answer t h a t  q u e s t i o n .  
I f  I d i d  answer t h a t  q u e s t i o n ,  I d o n ' t  know what it could 
do, b u t  t h e r e  were a c t i v i t i e s  on H i l l  85 du r ing  + h i s  o p e r a t i o n  
and t h e r e  were a c t i v i t i e s  on H i l l  85 du r ing  o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n s  
when aero-scouts  went i n  t h e r e  and took  t h e i r  t r o o p s  i n  t h e r e  
and p u l l e d  some mor ta rs  o f f ,  some mor t a r  rounds o f f  t h a t  h i l l .  

A. S i r ,  I remember t hey  a l s o  went i n  and brought  a 
f l a g  down wi th  them t h a t  t hey  took up t h e r e ,  and a r a d i o  an-
t enna  was s t i c k i n g  up t h e r e  on t h e  h i l l .  

Q. Right .  

A. Y e s ,  I remember when they  d i d  t h a t .  But t h i s  was 
n o t  t h e  t ime.  I ' m  speak ing  of M r .  HONDA. 

Q - W e l l ,  t h e y  dropped some more mor ta r  rounds on e i t h e r  
t h e  1 6 t h  o r  1 7 t h ,  b u t  du r ing  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  they  brought  some 
more s t u f f  o f f  H i l l  85. 

A. Warlords? 

Q. The aero-scouts  . 
A. Right .  T h a t ' s  t h e  Warlords.  

Q - And a l s o  t h e r e  was a man wounded. MEADLO was 
wounded on t h a t  h i l l  on t h e  fo l lowing  day,  t h e  17 th?  

A. I do remember t h a t .  That  has  t o  be a t  t h e  same 
t i m e  t h e n  t h a t  t h i s  f l a g  b i t  because t h e y  --

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  What was HONDA' s f i r s t  name? 

A. G i l  HONDA. I cannot  d e f i n i t e l y  say t h a t  was t h e  
day. '  I do remember t h e  ep i sode  when t h e  aero-scouts  p icked  
up t h e  f l a g  o f f  t h e  t o p  of t h a t  one ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  And 
CW4 i s  what M r .  HONDA i s ,  I b e l i e v e .  

Q. Now, t h e  o p e r a t i o n  l a s t e d  u n t i l  t h e  1 8 t h ,  
and then  t h e  u n i t s  were brought  back t o  LZ D o t t i e .  Do you 
r e c a l l  any o f f i c e r s  from d i v i s i o n  o r  b r i g a d e  headqua r t e r s  
ask ing  any q u e s t i o n s  about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. P o s s i b l e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember. 
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Q - Do you recal l  s e e i n g  Colonel  HENDERSON back t h e r e  
on t h e  1 8 t h  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  t r o o p s  a s  t hey  g o t  o f f  t h e  a i r -
c r a f t ,  as t h e y  were e x t r a c t e d  from t h e  a r e a ?  

A. No, I c a n ' t  remember t h a t .  I d o n ' t  remember 
t h a t  a t  a l l .  

Q =  Do you e v e r  r e c a l l  Colonel  BARKER c a l l i n g  people
i n  and t a l k i n g  t o  them about  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. H e  may w e l l  have,  b u t  n o t  t o  my knowledge. 

Q - Have you e v e r  heard  people  s ay  t h a t  Cap ta in  MEDINA 
t o l d  people  n o t  t o  t a l k  about  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q Have you e v e r  heard  anybody say  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  
t o l d  n o t  t o  t a l k  about  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Have you hea rd  o r  has  anybody s a i d  t h e r e  w a s  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  go ing  on about  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. Th i s  i s  why I want t o  c l a r i f y  my s t a t e m e n t  I made 
ear l ier  t o  M r .  SMITH, t h e  C I D .  Yesterday morning when waking--
i t ' s  one o f  t h o s e  t h i n g s  t h a t  come back t o  you. I w a s  on 
R&R i n  H a w a i i  t h e  l a s t  week of May, t h i s  i s  a f t e r  I l e f t  t h e  
t a s k  f o r c e ,  and t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  w a s  d i s s o l v e d  by t h a t  t i m e .  
My fami ly  l i v e d  i n  Hawaii,  s o  I j u s t  went home f o r  l e a v e .  
W e  were s i t t i n g  t h e r e ,  and KGMB r a d i o  i n  Honolulu came o v e r  t h e  
a i r  w i t h  a s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  t h e r e  was an o f f i c e r  and a s e r g e a n t  
be ing  i n v e s t i g a t e d  ic t h e  America1 Div i s ion  f o r  s h o o t i n g  o f  
c i v i l i a n s .  Now, I gave t h i s  t o  M r .  SMITH. 

a .  KGMB r a d i o  i n  May. 

A. T h i s  w a s  t h e  l a s t  week of May when I took  my 
R&R. 

Q May 1968? 

A. May 1968. 

Q - Sa id  one o f f i c e r ?  
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A. S a i d  an o f f i c e r  and s e r g e a n t  were be ing  i n v e s t i g a t -
e d  i n  t h e  Americal  D iv i s ion  f o r  s h o o t i n g  c i v i l i a n s .  

Q e  No more than  t h a t ?  

A. Tha t  was  about t h e  extent of it. My wife and I 
l i s t e n e d  f a i t h f u l l y  and f o r  t h e  n e x t  couple  of  days f o r  t h e  
news and no th ing  more was e v e r  s a i d .  I t  was a one-time a f f a i r .  

Q e  Nothing i n  t h e  paper?  

A. No, t h e r e  was no th ing  i n  t h e  paper .  We d i d n ' t  
see anyth ing  i n  t h e  paper .  But t h a t  came over  KGMB r a d i o  
and t i , ~ ymight have had it on TV. And I d o n ' t  know whether it 
was Bob J O N E S ,  t h e  commentator, o r  n o t ,  b u t  Bob JONES now i s  
i n  Vietnam. Bob JONES a l s o  in t e rv i ewed  a l o t  of people  i n  
t h e  b r i g a d e ,  b u t  he was on t h e  news s t a f f  a t  KGMB and now he 
i s  on NBC. I gave t h a t  t o  M r .  SMITH y e s t e r d a y .  I t ' s  one of 
t h o s e  t h i n g s  t h a t  come back t o  your  mind a f t e r  a long  p e r i o d  
of  t ime.  Now, whether t h a t  be t h i s  ca se  o r  n o t ,  I d o n ' t  
know, b u t  t h i s  was t h e  -- and I d o n ' t  remember i f  t hey  mention-
e d  names o r  n o t ,  b u t  it d i d  s ay  an o f f i c e r  and s e r g e a n t .  

Q - T h a t ' s  t h e  on ly  t h i n g  you have e v e r  heard  about  
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and t h i s  cou ld  have been something else, of 
course?  

A. T h a t ' s  p o s s i b l e .  

Q. D i d n ' t  say  Task Force  Barker  o r  any th ing ,  it s a i d  
Americal D iv i s ion?  

A. Americal .  I d i d  n o t  know of  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
Like I s a y ,  I l e f t  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  and it may have w e l l  been 
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

9- You d i d n ' t  l e a v e  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  u n t i l  a f t e r  it w a s  
d i s e s t a b l i s h e d ,  d i d  you? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q When d i d  you l e a v e  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ?  

A. The l a t t e r  p a r t  of March o r  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of A p r i l .  
I t  must have been around t h e  f i r s t  of  A p r i l  when I went back 
t o  LZ Bronco. 
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and s a y ,  "I h a t e  t h e s e  people  s o  much, I '  11 shoo t  them a l l .  " 
A s  f a r  as f o o d s t u f f  and t h i n g s  of  t h a t  n a t u r e ,  y e s ,  they  
would probably s h o o t  a cow i n  a minute o r  k i l l  c h ~ c k e n s, o r  
whatever t h e y  have,  d e s t r o y  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  t h i n g s  of t h a t  
n a t u r e .  

Q. Now, I want t o  show you a couple  of e x h i b i t s ,  
E x h i b i t s  M-2 and M-3. These a r e  f a c s i m i l e s  of  c a r d s ,  w a l l e t -
s i z e d  c a r d s .  Now, Exhibit M-2 i s  "Nine Rules ," and M-3 i s  
"Enemy i n  Your Hands." Have you e v e r  s een  t h e s e  ca rds?  

The back of t h e  c a r d  i s  on t h e  .o ther  page. M-4 
I ' m  n o t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n .  J u s t  M-2 and M-3. 

A. I d o n ' t  know. I ' m  s u r e  t h e y  w e r e  co lo red .  

Q. Y e s ,  t h e r e  were r e d  MACV i n s i g n i a .  

A. I d o n ' t  know whether I have o r  n o t .  

Q - One of t h e  c a r d s  has  some Vietnamese-English
t r a n s l a t i o n s  on it. 

A .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I ' v e  seen  t h i s  one. 

Q You d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  t h o s e  ca rds?  When you 
came i n t o  t h e  count ry  from Hawaii,  were you g iven  any s p e c i a l  
t r a i n i n g  b e f o r e  going i n t o  o p e r a t i o n s ?  

A. I had most ly  jungle  t r a i n i n g  and t h i n g s  of t h i s  
n a t u r e .  

Q. Was t h i s  g iven  a t  a s p e c i f i c  l o c a t i o n .  

A. I n  Hawaii. Are you t a l k i n g  about  coming i n  now a s  
t h e y  do now a t  Chu Lai  w i t h  t h e  o r i e n t a t i o n  p e r i o d  and every-
t h i n g ?  No, s i r ,  I was n o t .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  g e t  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q. Did you g e t  any t r a i n i n g  on PW's o r  noncom-
b a t a n t s ?  
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A. Tha t  was done i n  Hawaii. 

Q *  That  was? 

A. Y e s .  I know what y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about  now, you 
go i n t o  t h e  count ry  and they  have i n f i l t r a t i o n  and booby 
t r a p  cou r se s  and e v e r y t h i n g  a t  Chu L a i .  No, s i r ,  I d i d  n o t  
pursue  t h a t .  

Q You have n o t  s een  t h o s e  ca rds?  

A. No, t h e y  do n o t  look f a m i l i a r  t o  me. 

Q .  Were you i s s u e d  any c a r d s  when you g o t  i n t o  t h e  
count ry  o r  any th ing?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  We were g iven  some ca rds .  The one 
t h a t  I remember was an i n d i v i d u a l ,  The Raiders--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The Rogers? 

A. The Rogers, I remember g e t t i n g  t h a t  one.  I n  
f a c t ,  I s t i l l  have t h a t  one a t  t h e  house someplace, b u t  I 
d o n ' t  remember t h i s  ca rd .  

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  s e r g e a n t ,  do you have any -- D o  you
know whether t h e r e  was any problem w i t h  mar i juana  i n  t h e  t a s k  
f o r c e  o r  C Company? 

A. I never  hea rd  of  any. I never  caught  anyone smok-
i n g  mar i juana  o r  know of  anyone be ing  caught  smoking mari-
juana.  I n  f a c t ,  I have n o t  hea rd  of any problem i n  t h e  e n t i r e  
b r i g a d e  of pe r sonne l  smoking mari juana.  W e  w e r e  on t h e  look-
o u t  f o r  i t ,  b u t  no one e v e r ,  t o  my knowledge, hap e v e r  been 
p i cked  up f o r  it. 

Q - How long  d i d  C Company s t a y  back a t  LZ D o t t i e  a f t e r  
t h e y  came o u t  of  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  Did t h e y  s t a y  any unusual  
l e n g t h  of t ime? 

A. No, I t h i n k  t h e y  moved o u t  f a i r l y  soon t h e r e a f t e r ,  
i f  I am n o t  mis taken.  I t h i n k  they  were on ly  back t h e r e  3 
days.  I f  I remember c o r r e c t l y ,  t hey  d i d  n o t  spend a whole l o t  
o f  t ime back t h e r e  t h e  l a s t  t ime .  They u s u a l l y  k e p t  one mov-
i n g  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  one moving o u t  toward LZ Upt igh t ,  and one 
working i n  t h e  f i e l d  and o u t  i n  t h e  a r e a  around. Out i n  t h e  
f i e l d ,  and come back i n  f o r  base  s e c u r i t y ,  and t h e n  one a t  U p -
t i g h t ,  and they  worked t h e i r  way back i n .  But I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  
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s a y  e x a c t l y  how long they  s p e n t  back t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
it was e x c e s s i v e .  

Q .  Was t h e r e  any change i n  t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n ?  Did t h e r e  
appear  t o  be any change? 

A. No, w e  d i d n ' t  go back down i n  t h a t  a r e a  aga in  t o  
my knowledge. We cont inued  t o  work ou r  own AO. 

Q - Sergean t ,  do you have any f u r t h e r  t es t imony o r  
i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  you might o f f e r  t o  a s s i s t  us i n  t h i s  inves-  
t i g a t i o n ?  

A. Not t h a t  I know o f ,  s i r .  Unless t h e r e  a r e  more 
q u e s t i o n s  need be asked of  m e .  L ike  I s a y ,  by t a l k i n g  t o  
people ,  t h i n g s  do come back. 

Q - Do you remember what I t o l d  you w e  were i n v e s t i g a t -
i n g ?  We a r e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  p rev ious  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  t h a t  may 
have been made o r  suppres s ion  o f  in format ion  and i f  you have 
anyth ing  f u r t h e r  on t h a t  l i n e  t h a t  you can o f f e r  --
A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  know of anyth ing  
t h a t  was suppressed  t o  my knowledge. The on ly  t h i n g  t h a t  I 
know about  t h e  p rev ious  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  what I brought  o u t ,  
what I hea rd  wh i l e  I was on R&R,  b u t  t h a t  might n o t  even be 
t h e  one. I was n o t  con tac t ed  o r  asked t o  remain s i l e n t  o r  any-
t h i n g  of t h i s  n a t u r e  about t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  what took 
p l a c e ,  and I d i d  n o t  h e a r  any of t h e  pe r sonne l  around t a l k -  
i n g  about i t .  I d i d n ' t  c o n s i d e r  it e x c e s s i v e ,  cons ide r ing  
t h e  o t h e r  t imes  w e  were i n  t h e  a r e a  approximately  t h e  same 
number c a s u a l t y  r e p o r t  o r  body count  was g iven .  I w i l l  s ay  
one t h i n g .  There was a  b i g  s t r e s s  f o r  body coun t ,  and t h i s  
wasn ' t  j u s t  o u r  own t a s k  f o r c e  headqua r t e r s  o r  t h e  brigade. 
Everyone made a  b i g  p o i n t  of body count ,  and t h a t ' s  t h e  
on ly  t h i n g  t h a t  I f e e l .  

Q. A t  t h e  t e r m i n a t i o n  of t h e  b r i e f i n g  w e  w i l l  l e a v e  
t h i s  room, probably ,  and go down, o r  I may l e a v e  you up h e r e ,  
b u t  I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y .  I want you t o  make t h i s  diagram 
f o r  me. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q And I want t o  adv i se  you t h a t  you a r e  o rde red  n o t  a 

t o  d i s c u s s  your t es t imony wi th  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  

APP T-77 

FOR- OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  except  i n  t h e  performance of o f f i c i a l  
duty o r  a s  you may be requ i red  t o  do before  a  competent' 
j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  admin i s t r a t ive  body. 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q - It  may be t h a t  you may be c a l l e d  before  t h e  
congress ional  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  body, I d o n ' t  know. We d o n ' t  
hold any r e s t r i c t i o n s  on you f o r  t h a t .  Don't d i s c u s s  your 
testimony wi th  e i t h e r  t h e  p r e s s  o r  o t h e r  wi tnesses  o r  o t h e r  
people.  

A.  I understand. 

COL WILSON: The hear ing  w i l l  be recessed.  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1026 hours ,  8 January 
1970 .)  

fi: 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1034 hours ,  8 January 4 
1970 .) L A 3  

COL WILSON: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  Sergeant ,  d i d  
you ever  prepare  a r o s t e r  of Task Force Barker? U-3 

P'( 

A.  On t h e  headquar ters  element,  yes.  

Q Do you remember when you prepared t h i s  r o s t e r ?  

A.  No, sir. I t  v a r i e d  because they l o s e  personnel .  

Q 0 Did you prepare  more than one? 

A.  I b e l i e v e  s o ,  sir. I would no t  say f o r  su re .  

Q 0 Do you b e l i e v e  you could r e c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  personnel  
a t  Task Force Barker and make a l i s t  of them by job assignment? 

A. I could come r e a l  c l o s e ,  sir. 

Q I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  t r y  t o  make t h a t  l i s t  f o r  
m e  a t  t h e  same time you a r e  doing t h e  diagram. 

A.  Okay, s i r .  

Q I would l i k e  t o  show you Exh ib i t  R-2, e n t i t l e d ,  
Operations A f t e r  Action Report o r  Combat Action Report from 
Task Force Barker t o  t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of t h e  11th  
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Brigade.  Now, t h e  t h i n g  I am i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p r i m a r i l y  on 
t h i s  r e p o r t  i s  t h e  r e p o r t s  c o n t r o l  symbol which i s  inc luded  
i n  t h e  s u b j e c t .  Do you recognize  t h a t  symbol o r  can you 
e x p l a i n  what t h a t  symbol means? 

A. Th i s  one? 

a - Right .  My n e x t  q u e s t i o n  i s ,  have you e v e r  s een  
t h e s e  typed  r e p o r t s ?  

A. No, I ' m  n o t  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  it. May I look a t  
it a l i t t l e  b i t  more i n  d e t a i l ?  

Q - Yes, go ahead. And I ' 11 t e l l  you what I ' m  t r y i n g
t o  determine.  I a m  n o t  expec t ing  you t o  be f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h i s  
r e p o r t  o r  any th ing .  What I a m  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  i s  i f  t h e r e  
w e r e  s u f f i c i e n t  c l e r i c a l  pe r sonne l  a t  Task Force  Barker  t o  
p repa re  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  o r  was it s e n t  t o  h i g h e r  headqua r t e r s  
t o  be prepared?  

A. S i r ,  I have a f e e l i n g  it was s e n t  t o  h i g h e r  head- 
q u a r t e r s  t o  be prepared .  

Q - I t ' s  about  a two o r  t h r e e  page r e p o r t  and c a r r i e s  
t h e  s i g n a t u r e  b lock  of  Colonel  Barker? 

A. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  who d i d  t h e  t y p i n g  f o r  us up 
t h e r e .  

L e t  me ask you t h i s .  Was it customary t o  send 
documents t o  have them typed ,  t a k e  them somewhere e l s e ?  
Q o  

A. No, I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  remember, we had c l e r k s  t h e r e .  
Now, how much t y p i n g  they  d i d ,  I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  remember. Now 
t h i s  might w e l l  have been typed  t h e r e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  understand-- 
Captain  E a r l  NICKELS? 

Q - T h a t ' s  a mis take .  

A. Because it should be Capta in  MICHLES, t h a t ' s  what 
I c o u l d n ' t  unders tand  t h e r e  because Capta in  WHEAT came i n  and 
took over  A Company a f t e r  -- w e  had l o s t  two c a p t a i n s .  

Q - Right .  But you d o n ' t  know whether  t h a t  was typed  
a t  Task Force  Barker  headqua r t e r s?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  I c a n ' t  s ay  t h a t  it was, and 
y e t  a t  t h e  same t ime I c a n ' t  s ay  t h a t  it was n o t .  
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Q. When you make up t h a t  h e a d q u a r t e r s  r o s t e r  you 
may be able t o  remember t h e  c l e r k s .  

A. . I  c a n  p i c t u r e  one o f  them r i g h t  now, b u t  I 
c a n ' t  t h i n k  o f  h i s  name. 

Q When you make t h i s  roster up, b r e a k  t h e m  down by
s t a f f  s e c t i o n .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. And I t h i n k  t h a t  w i l l  t e r m i n a t e  it u n l e s s  you 
have  some q u e s t i o n s .  The h e a r i n g  w i l l  be recessed. 

(The h e a r i n g  recessed a t  1041  h o u r s ,  8 J a n u a r y  
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: HARTMAN, Henry L. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 3 February  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY : Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Demol i t ions  S p e c i a l i s t ,  
C Company, 26 th  E n g i n e e r s ,  a s s i g n e d  t o  B/4/3. 

1. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

While MICHLES gave t h e  w i t n e s s  a s h o r t  r u n  down on 
t h e  m i s s i o n ,  h e  was n o t  t o l d  v e r y  much a b o u t  it (pg.  5 ) .  
H e  was t o  s t a y  w i t h  t h e  command group and d e s t r o y  t h i n g s  
a s  o r d e r e d  (pg.  5 ) .  HARTMAN w i t h  MARTIN, t h e  o t h e r  
d e m o l i t i o n s  men, c a r r i e d  C4 and TNT t o  t h e  f i e l d  (pg. 7 ) .  
Each man i n  t h e  p l a t o o n  c a r r i e d  two pounds o f  e x p l o s i v e s  
(pg. 7 ) .  The w i t n e s s  c a r r i e d  30 pounds (pg.  1 2 ) .  

2. THE COMBAT ASSAULT. 

a .  A c t i o n s  on t h e  1 6 t h .  

HARTMAN went t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  w i t h  t h e  
second p l a t o o n  (pg.  5 ) .  ' A s  h e  came i n  on  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  
t h e  doorgunners  were f i r i n g  (pg.  6 ) .  L i e u t e n a n t  COCHRAN 
w a s  k i l l e d  a few minu tes  a f t e r  t h e y  l anded  (pg.  6 ) .  HARTMAN 
and MARTIN s t a y e d  w i t h  t h e  second p l a t o o n  u n t i l  it moved 
o u t  o f  tne mined and boobyt rapped  a r e a  (pg.  8 ) .  They t h e n  
moved w i t h  C a p t a i n  MICHLES f o r  t h e  res t  o f  t h e  day (pg. 8 )  . 
They d i d  n o t  blow up any hoo tches  o r  b u i l d i n g s  w i t h  
d e m o l i t i o n s  t h a t  day (pg. 1 0 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  remember any 
hoo tches  b e i n g  burned  on t h e  1 6 t h  (pg.  11). While h e  
remembered l i n k i n g  up w i t h  C Company, h e  d i d  n o t  see ARVN 
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t r o o p s  i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  (pgs .  13 ,  1 8 ) .  H e  saw an  o l d  
man b e i n g  i n t e r r o g a t e d ,  b u t  t h e  man was n o t  t o r t u r e d  
(pgs .  1 3 ,  1 4 )  . The Americans s l a p p e d  t h e  man, however 
(pg. 1 4 ) .  Women and c h i l d r e n  were c r y i n g  w h i l e  t h i s  o l d  
man was s l a p p e d  and t h e  w i t n e s s  could  n o t  s t a n d  t o  watch 
it (pg.  15)  . MICHLES saw t h i s  (pg. 1 6 )  . H e  d i d  n o t  ' 
see any o t h e r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n s t a n d  he  d i d  n o t  h e a r  f i r i n g  
w i t h i n  t h e  p e r i m e t e r  t h a t  n i g h t  (pg.  18 )  . H e  d i d  n o t  see 
N a t i o n a l  P o l i c e  k i l l  s u s p e c t s  (pg.  2 0 ) .  H e  spoke  w i t h  
HAWKINS, t h e  d e m o l i t i o n s  man f o r  C Company, who s a i d  t h a t  
t h e r e  had been  k i l l i n g ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  d e s c r i b e  how i t  was 
done (pg.  1 9 ) .  HARTMAN h e a r d  a r a d i o  t r a n s m i s s i o n  a b o u t  
1 8  peop le  b e i n g  k i l l e d  (pg.  4 9 ) .  

r:b .  Ac t ions  on t h e  1 7 t h .  
1-
-t: 

On t h e  morning o f  t h e  1 7 t h  HARTMAN and MARTIN 
were c a l l e d  forward  t o  d e s t r o y  some mines (pgs .  20, 2 1 ) .  
H e  h e a r d  a n  e x p l o s i o n  and gunships  s t r a f e d  t h e  a r e a  

:)
(pg. 2 4 ) .  While t h e y  d e s t r o y e d  two mines and marked o t h e r s ,  
t h e  wounded man was evacua ted  (pg.  2 4 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  
n o t  see him e v a c u a t e d ,  however (pgs .  24, 25) . While 
HARTMAN and MARTIN s t a y e d  n e a r  t h e  mines the company moved 
a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e  (pgs .  22, 2 5 ) .  A f t e r  c r o s s i n g  t h e  b r i d g e  
the w i t n e s s  m e t  t h e  new l i e u t e n a n t  who had j u s t  came i n  a s  
a r ep lacemen t  (pg.  2 5 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  see a n y - s t a r s  and S t r i p e s  
r e p o r t e r s  a t  t h i s  t i m e  (pg.  2 6 ) .  H e  t h e n  Bat  down and 
r e s t e d  f o r  an  hour  and a h a l f  (pg .  2 6 ) .  They moved t o  t h e  
end of  t h e  p e n i n s u l a  (pg.  2 7 ) .  The w i t n e s s  was i n l a n d  
and remembered moving through a cemetery and a c o u p l e  of  
v i l l a g e s  (pg. 2 6 ) .  H e  s a w  no b o d i e s  o r  ev idence  of k i l l i n g  
a s  h e  went (pg.  2 7 ) .  The w i t n e s s  and MARTIN w e r e  i n  t h e  
r e a r  (pg.  2 8 ) .  A f t e r  c r o s s i n g  t h e  r i v e r  he  saw a v i l l a g e  
which was burned  (pg. 2 7 ) .  The i n f a n t r y  w a s  bu rn ing  hoo tches  
ahead o f  them (pg. 3 4 ) .  The v i l l a g e s  were s e a r c h e d  
(pg. 2 8 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  h e a r  much f i r e  and  opined  
t h a t  t h e r e  was no r e s i s t a n c e  (pgs .  28,  2 9 ) .  H e  h e a r d  t h a t  
d e m o l i t i o n s  were thrown i n t o  bunker s ,  b u t  h e  d i d  n o t  know 
i f  any occupan t s  were k i l l e d  by t h i s  o r  i f  any w e r e  s h o t  
when they  came o u t  of  t h e  hoo tches  (pgs .  29, 3 0 ) .  The 
w i t n e s s  and MARTIN used  a l l  t h e i r  d e m o l i t i o n s  t h a t  d a y ,  
blowing u p .  e n t r a n c e  ways t o  bunkers  (pgs.  9 ,  10 ,  30,  31) . 
They blew up a l l  t h e  bunkers  t h e y  found (pg.  31) . To 
HARTMAN'S knowledge no e f f o r t  was made t o  d i s c o v e r  i f  t h e r e  
were peop le  i n s i d e  t h e s e  b u n k e r s . b e f o r e  t h e y  w e r e  d e s t r o y e d  
(pg. 3 2 ) .  However, he  though t  the a r e a  had been c l e a r e d  by 
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t h e  i n f a n t r y  (pgs .  34,  4 8 ) .  The v i l l a g e s  th rough  which 
t h e y  p a s s e d  appea red  t o  b e  d e s e r t e d  (pgs .  35,  4 9 ) .  H e  
cou ld  n o t  t e l l  t h o s e  bunker s  i n t o  which t h e  i n f a n t r y  had 
thrown d e m o l i t i o n s ,  because  employing e x p l o s i v e s  i n  t h a t  
manner caused  no damage (pg.  3 3 ) .  H e  h e a r d  something 
a b o u t  an  o r d e r  t o  s t o p  b u r n i n g ,  and t h e  l a s t  v i l l a g e  
i n t o  which t h e y  moved was n o t  burned  (pg.  34) . They 'moved 
back up t h e  c o a s t  t o  a l a a g e r  a r e a  i n  a cemetery  where 
tney  were r e s u p p l i e d  (pgs .  35,  3 6 ) .  

Ac t ions  on t h e  1 8 t h .  

H e  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  v i l l a g e r s  w e r e  g a t h e r e d  and 
c a r e d  f o r  by medics on t h e  1 8 t h  (pgs .  37,  3 8 ) .  However, 
t h e r e  was no bu rn ing  and HARTMAN had no d e m o l i t i o n  
r equ i r emen t s  (pg.  3 7 ) .  I n t e r r o g a t o r s  a r r i v e d  i n  a 
h e l i c o p t e r  and q u e s t i o n e d  some p e o p l e  i n  a  hoo tch  (pg.  3 8 ) .  
H e  t h o u g h t  some of  t h e s e  peop le  were m i s t r e a t e d ,  b u t  h e  
d i d  n o t  see it (pg.  3 9 ) .  Two VC s u s p e c t s  w e r e  i n t e r r o g a t e d  
and t a k e n  o u t  by h e l i c o p t e r  (pg.  3 9 ) .  H e  saw a  Vietnamese woman 
b rough t  i n  who had been  wounded by an  a r t i l l e r y  round 
(pg.  4 0 ) .  She was medevac'd (pg .  4 1 ) .  There  was a m o r t a r  
a t t a c k  t h a t  n i g h t  (pg .  41) . 

d .  A c t i o n s  on t h e  1 9 t h .  

The n e x t  day h e  saw Americans f o r c e  f e e d  mashed 
p o t a t o e s  t o  s i x  VC s u s p e c t s  who had been  k e p t  i n  t h e  
p e r i m e t e r  ( p g s .  42,  4 4 ) .  H e  t hough t  MICHLES and 
WILLINGHAM saw t h i s  (pg .  4 3 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  see any o t h e r  
m i s t r e a t m e n t  o f  d e t a i n e e s  on t h i s  morning (pg.  5 1 ) .  

3. INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

HARTMAN knew n o t h i n g  a b o u t  an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  and was n e v e r  q u e s t i o n e d  conce rn ing  it (pgs .  44,  
4 6 ) .  H e  might  have h e a r d  some rumors a b o u t  unnecessa ry  
k i l l i n g  (pg.  4 6 ) .  H e  was neve r  t o l d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  4 6 ) .  He h e a r d  t h a t  a  woman had been  r a p e d  
by seven  s o l d i e r s  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  h e  d i d  n o t  know 
which p l a t o o n  was invo lved  and he  c o u l d  n o t  remember who 
t o l d  him a b o u t  it (pg .  4 7 ) .  H e  h e a r d  n o t h i n g  a b o u t  p e r s o n s  
be ing  f o r c e d  o u t  o f  bunkers  and s h o t  (pg .  5 1 ) .  
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4. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  HARTMAN d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  B Company having a 
mari juana problem (pg. 46). 

b .  The w i t n e s s  g o t  a long w e l l  wi th  t h e  ~ i e t n a m e s e  
and had 	d i n n e r  wi th  Vietnamese f a m i l i e s  on occas ion  
(pg. 4 8 ) .  

c.  This  was t h e  only  o p e r a t i o n  on which HARTMAN 
blew up a l l  t h e  bunkers  i n  a v i l l a g e  (pg. 48). 

d. H e  r e c a l l e d  something about  t h r e e  peop le  i n  a 
bunker be ing k i l l e d ,  b u t  could  n o t  remember i f  they  were 
i n s i d e  o r  o u t s i d e  t h e  bunker o r  how they w e r e  k i l l e d  
(pg. 50 . 
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E X H I B I T S  

EXHIBIT 

NUIvIBER D E S C R I P T I O N  NOTES PAGES 

Wit did not re- 

--P-21 Miscellaneous Scene cognize anyone in . 14 
photo. 
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Miscellaneous Scene slapped around on 14 


16th. 


-

Miscellaneous Scene CPT MICHLES. 

Man with helmet 

Miscellaneous Scene tipped back in the1 15 
center of photo I 
looking at- old man - 1  
was person who I-
slapped.old man. 

While wlt saw I 


Miscellaneous Scene prisoners he did 17 

not know wnat 
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Shows graveyara 


Miscellaneous Scene where interrogatior 18 
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Looked llKe one 

Miscellaneous Scene of the PW's he 43
-

saw lorce ~ e d .  


(HARTMAN) SUM APP T-307 


FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1540 hours ,  3 February 
1970. ) 

COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  named persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  COL 
WILSON, MR WALSH, LTC NOLL, and MAJ THOMAS. 

The n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  M r .  Henry L. HARTMAN. 

(MR HARTMAN was c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows  :) 

P l e a s e  s t a t e  your  f u l l  name, occupa t ion  and ad-
d r e s s  for t h e  r eco rd?  

A. Henry Lee HARTMAN. I l i v e  a t  6633 Berry  Road, 
Kansas C i t y ,  Kansas, and my p r e s e n t  occupa t ion  i s  journeyman 
c a r p e n t e r .  

COL WILSON: M r .  HARTMAN d i d  you g e t  a chance t o  r ead  t h e  i n -
format ion  s h e e t  E x h i b i t  M-81, handed o u t  t o  you? 

A.  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so .  I r ead  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  s h e e t  
o r  t h e  o t h e r  t h i n g .  

Q L e t  m e  g i v e  you a l i t t l e  run  down on t h i s .  The 
Pee r s  I n q u i r y  was d i r e c t e d  by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Army and 
t h e  Chief o f  S t a f f  of  t h e  Army f o r  t h e  purpose of  de te rmin ing  
what r e a l l y  happened a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  i n  1968. 

I n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  General  PEERS determined 
t h a t  it was neces sa ry  t o  f i n d  o u t  what t h e  a i r  and ground 
o p e r a t i o n s  i n  B/4/3, o f  Task Force Barker  were ,  what t h e i r  
o p e r a t i o n s  w e r e  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  16-19 March. 1968 .  The re fo re ,  
he  appoin ted  In t e rv i ew Team C ,  which i s  t h i s  team, t o  i n t e r -
view people  from B Company o r  t h e i r  a t t achments  d u r i n g  t h a t  
p e r i o d ,  t o  f i n d  o u t  what we could  about  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  This  
team c o n s i s t s  o f  t h r e e  people .  Myself ,  M r .  WALSH, who i s  a 
c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y  appoin ted  by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Army t o  
assist General  PEERS, and L ieu tenan t  Colonel  NOLL. Ma] o r  
THOMAS i s  o u r  r e c o r d e r .  W e  have no th ing  t o  do w i t h  General  
PEERS' r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  make t h e  f i n d i n g s  and conc lus ions  
and recommendations on t h i s  i n q u i r y .  W e  a r e  h e r e  t o  i n t e r -
view people  f o r  him. I t  may be t h a t  o t h e r  members of h i s  
team may come i n  h e r e .  I f  they  do I ' l l  i d e n t i f y  them b e f o r e  
t hey  s t a r t  a s k i n g  you q u e s t i o n s .  The t h r e e  o f  us  a r e  a u t h o r i z e d  
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t o  ask you q u e s t i o n s  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  W e  w i l l  use  a chron-
o l o g i c a l  sequence once w e  de te rmine  how you p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  it. 
W e  u s u a l l y  go from t h e  b r i e f i n g  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and each day 
of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  u n t i l  i t ' s  over .  

Now, have you g o t  any q u e s t i o n s  on ou r  p rocedures?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q Okay, what was your  assignment i n  March 1968,  spec-
i f i c a l l y  on 15  and 16 March? 

A. I was a demol i t i ons  s p e c i a l i s t .  I w a s  s e n t  o u t  
t o  g ive  demol i t i on  a i d  t o  Bravo Company. There w a s  two demo 
men, a Spec 4 Thomas 14ARTIN, t h e  s e n i o r  demo man and I was h i s  
a s s i s t a n t  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  miss ion .  

-..* 

Now, what company w e r e  you a s s igned  t o ?  

A. I was a s s i g n e d  t o  Company C ,  2 6 t h  Engineers .  I 
26 t h  Engineers?  

Y e s .  

Q Which p l a toon?  

A .  2d P la toon ,  f i r s t  squad.  I 
Q How l o n g  had you been working wi th  C Company? I 
A .  W e l l ,  t h e  demol i t i on  t e a m  was t o  be  c a l l e d  o u t  and 
most miss ions  w e  would be  c a l l e d  o u t  f o r  s a y  a mine or bomb 
t h a t  wouldn ' t  explode.  We would j u s t  go o u t  and blow it up 
and come back i n .  But on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  miss ion  w e  s t a y e d  
w i t h  them. W e  went i n  on t h e  CA and s t a y e d  w i t h  them through-
o u t  t h e  miss ion ,  and we f lew back i n t o  D o t t i e .  A s  f a r  a s  w i t h  
C h a r l i e  Company, I had miss ions  w i th  Bravo Company and Alpha 
Company. I w a s n ' t  a s s igned  t o  one company. We gave demoli-
t i o n s  suppor t  t c  t h e  whcle works, 

&. Did you r e a l i z e  t h i s  was Task Force  Barker  a t  
t h i s  t ime? 

Y e s ,  I d i d .  

(HARTMAN ) APP T-307 I 
FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q Okay, and t h e r e  were two o r  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  
r i f l e  companies from t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  b a t t a l i o n s ,  b u t  t hey  
a l l  worked o u t  of t h e  two f i r e  b a s e s .  

A. D o t t i e  was where I was. 

& Did you s t a y  a t  D o t t i e  most of  t h i s  t ime?  

A .  I w a s  a t  D o t t i e  a l l  t h e  t i m e .  

Q - A l l  t h e  t ime ,  and who was t h e  s e n i o r  eng inee r
back t h e r e  a t  D o t t i e ?  

A. Sergean t  ANDERSON was a s s i s t a n t  squad l e a d e r  and 
t h e  m a j o r i t y  of t ime  he  was i n  charge .  We had an E-6 t h e r e ,  
b u t  was t r a n s f e r r e d  o u t ,  I guess .  I d o n ' t  remember h i s  name. 
H e ' s  about t h e  on ly  one i n  t h e  squad who's name I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  
He was r ea s s iqned  t o  De l t a  Company, 26th  Eng inee r s ,  up a t  
Chu L a i .  H e  w a s  an E-6.  

Q. So t h i s  man, ANDERSON was your ,  f o r  a l l  p r a c t i c a l  
purposes ,  your  s e n i o r  man baclc t h e r e  du r ing  t h e  pe r iod?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Do you remember h i s  i n i t i a l s ?  

A. W i l l i a m ,  I b e l i e v e ,  w a s  h i s  f i r s t  name. 

Q Did you e v e r  know a  f e l l o w  t h a t  was c a l l e d  "Hotshot" 
in t h a t  squad? 

A .  I n  t h i n k i n g  t h e r e  i s  on ly  one p o s s i b i l i t y ,  l i k e  
t h e  e n g i n e e r s  d i d  n o t  c a l l  t h i s  man "Hotshot" .  I t h i n k  it w a s  
an i n f a n t r y  name tagged on somebody, and t h e r e  i s  only one man 
i n  o u r  squad t h a t  could have been c a l l e d  t h a t .  H i s  name was 
HEMMINGS . 
Q e  HEMMINGS? 

A .  Yes, I d o n ' t  remember f i r s t  name. 

Q a Was he  a l s o  a demol i t i ons  s p e c i a l i s t ?  

A. No, i n  t h e  f i r s t  squad t h e r e  were on ly  two demo-
l i t i o n  men, b u t  a l l  t h e  men w e r e  t r a i n e d  i n  demol i t ion  woyk. 
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This  p a r t i c u l a r  miss ion they  c a l l e d  up two demoli t ion teams. 
Myself and MARTIN were c a l l e d  o u t  t o  Bravo Company. So, t he re -
f o r e  they went back t o  t h e  squad and took o u t ,  you know, two 
vo lun tee r s  wi th  t h e  o t h e r ,  C h a r l i e  Company. 

Q They weren' t t r a i n e d  d e m o l i t i o n i s t s ?  

A.  Well, t hey  were t r a i n e d  b u t  t hey  w e r e n ' t  i n  t h e  
squad. L e t ' s  p u t  it t h a t  way. 

Q I s e e .  Now, where d i d  you t a k e  your t r a i n i n g  be-
f o r e  you l e f t  Hawaii o r  where d i d  you. g e t  your MOS? 

A. W e l l ,  I was a jeep d r i v e r  i n  Hawaii. When I f i r s t  
g o t  t o  Vietnam I qu ick ly  found o u t  t h a t  jeep d r i v i n g  was n o t  <IC: 

t o o  g r e a t  a t h r i l l ,  s o  I g o t  ou t  of t h e  s l o t .  I t a l k e d  t o  my 0 4  
l i e u t e n a n t  who l e t  m e  i n  a demoli t ion s l o t .  I was t r a i n e d  m 
over  i n  Vietnam. 

Q How much t r a i n i n g  d i d  you have? 

A. Well,  I ' d  s ay  about  9 5  pe rcen t  was on-the-job 
t r a i n i n g .  I mean I had demol i t ions  t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  s t a t e s ,  
b u t  t h i s  was A I T  and r e a l l y  it was mass t r a i n i n g .  You d o n ' t  
p ick  t h a t  much up about it. I worked wi th  a boy over  i n  
Nam t h a t  was i n  Germany. He was p r e t t y  good. H e  t a u g h t  m e  
almost eve ry th ing  he  knew. 

Q When d i d  you go down t o  f i r e  base  Uptight  t o  jo in  
B Company f o r  t h i s  ope ra t ion?  

A. The n i g h t  be fo re .  

Q - That would b e  t h e  15 th  of March? 

A .  I guess .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  on t h e  d a t e s .  A l l  I can 
remember i s  t h a t  w e  s p e n t  one n i g h t  on Upt ight  and CA'd o u t  
of t h e r e .  

Q Okay, l e t ' s  assume t h a t  it was t h e  15 th  of  March. 
Did you r e p o r t  i n t o  t h e  f i r s t  s e r g e a n t  o r  who--or how--

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I t  was t h e  f i r s t  s e r g e a n t .  

Q Did you go t o  t h e  f i r s t  s e r g e a n t ,  t h e  s e n i o r  NCO 
f o r  B Company? 
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A. I ' m  s u r e  it was a s e r g e a n t  I r e p o r t e d  i n  t o .  He 
t o l d  us f i n d  any o l d  bunker we wanted t o  and spend t h e  n i g h t .  

Q Did h e  a s s i g n  you t o  a p l a toon  o r  d i d  h e  t e l l  you 
t o  s t a y  w i t h  t h e  CP group? 

A.  W e  s t a y e d  wi th  t h e  CP group.  

Q Who b r i e f e d  you? Did anybody g i v e  you a b r i e f i n g  
on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o r  t e l l  you what was going t o  happen? 

A. I t h i n k  t h e  c a p t a i n  gave us a s h o r t  rundown on 
t h e  mi s s ion ,  b u t  t hey  never  r e a l l y  bo thered  t o  t e l l  us t h a t  
much. We j u s t  tagged a long .  Whenever they  needed us w e  would 
do what t hey  wanted. 

You d i d  r e p o r t  i n t o  t h e  c a p t a i n ?  

A. Yes, f o r  t h e  miss ion .  

Q H e  d i d n ' t  t e l l  you anyth ing  s p e c i a l  t h a t  you were 
going t o  be  doing? 

A. No. 

Q a What d i d  you expec t  on t h e s e  miss ions?  Did you g e t
involved  i n  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of bunkers  o r  j u s t  i n  ordnance d i s -
p o s a l ?  

A .  On t h e  average mis s ion ,  i f  t hey  were i n  f i n d i n g  
mines o r  any th ing  they want blown up, bunke r s ,  mines,  hootches .  
Anything t h a t  needs t o  be  des t royed  by demol i t i ons  w e  would 
go ahead and do it. W e  were u s u a l l y  under d i r e c t  o r d e r s  of  
t h e  commanding o f f i c e r .  

Q Okay, s o  a c t u a l l y  you w e r e n ' t  g iven  t o o  much i n -
format ion on what was going t o  happen? J u s t  sacked o u t  and 
went w i t h  t h e  company commander t h e  n e x t  day. Did you go 
ahead i n  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. I dont  t b e l i e v e  s o ,  no.  No, t h e r e  were j u s t  m e  
and MARTIN and f o u r  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  chopper.  I t h i n k  we were 
w i t h  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t ' s  p l a toon  t h a t  g o t  k i l l e d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  
l and ing .  

Q a Does L ieu tenan t  COCHRAN's name r i n g  a b e l l ?  Do 
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you t h i n k  you were wi th  h i s  p la toon?  

A.  I know I was, because I was r i g h t  behind him when 
he  got  k i l l e d  and s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h a t  a boy got  h i s  l e g  Slown 
o f f  and two o r  t h r e e  o t h e r s  go t  h i t  wi th  sh rapne l .  That was 
d i r e c t l y  i n  f r o n t  of me. I was t h e  man s t a n d i n g  behind t h e  
one t h a t  go t  knocked ou t .  

Q. Okay. Do you r e c a l l  whether you r ece ived  any
f i r e  when you went i n t o  t h e  l and ing  zone? 

A. W e l l ,  i t ' s  ha rd  t o  say  because a l l  t h e  choppers ,  
gunners were f i r i n g ,  and i t ' s  r e a l l y  ha rd  f o r  me t o  say  i f  
w e  rece ived  any f i r e  because everybody was f i r i n g .  

Q Your doorgunners were f i r i n g ?  

A. The doorgunners w e r e  f i r i n g  a l l  t h e  t ime except  
when w e  h i t  t h e  ground. 

Q. You w e r e  on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  so .  

Q Then you w e r e  nea r  Lieu tenant  COCHRAN when he 
go t  k i l l e d ,  which i s  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  0900  t h a t  morning, I be-
l i e v e ,  o r  8 something. 

A. J u s t  a few minutes a f t e r  we landed.  

Q. Okay. 

A .  I do, now come t o  t h i n k  of it, when I jumped o u t  
of t h e  chopper I landed i n  a ,  b e l i e v e  it o r  n o t ,  a c a c t u s  
p l a n t .  I g o t  t h o r n s  up and down my l eg .  There was f i r i n g  
going on. I was i n  s o  much pa in  I j u s t  l a y  t h e r e  t r y i n g  t o  
p u l l  s t i c k e r s  ou t  of my l e g  more than anything.  S h o r t l y  
a f t e r  t h a t  we moved o u t .  W e  had,  I t h i n k  two o r  t h r e e  cases  
of demo w e  s p l i t  up wi th  t h e  i n f a n t r y  t o  h e l p  c a r r y  it. I t  
was q u i t e  heavy. 

Q What k ind  of demo d i d  you have wi th  you? 

A. P l a s t i c  exp los ives .  

Q. Composition C ,  C 4 .  
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Q. Did you have any TNT a t  a l l ,  I mean d i d  you c a r r y  
your own b l a s t i n g  caps? 

A. Y e s .  

Q About how many pounds of exp los ives  d i d  you have? 

A. Two pounds p e r  man and we, t h e  eng inee r s  usua l ly  
ca r r i ed - - I  c a r r i e d  about on t h e  average 20 o r  30 pounds. 

Q 0 Did you have a c o n t a i n e r  f o r  t h i s ?  

A. Yes. 

Q- A r e g u l a r  demoli t ion k i t .  Did you pass  o u t  demo-
l i t i o n  k i t s  t o  t h e  o t h e r  people  o r  were you t h e  only one t h a t  
had a k i t ?  

A. MARTIN and I were t h e  only ones t h a t  had a k i t .  

Q- And you passed ou t  two pounds of exp los ives  t o  
each man i n  a d d i t i o n ?  

A. To each man i n  t h e  p l a toon ,  yes .  I t  would have 
been imposs ib le  f o r  u s  t o  c a r r y  it. 

Q . Did MARTIN, d i d  he  have b l a s t i n g  caps wi th  him? 

A. I--no. H e  c a r r i e s ,  he  had a r o l l  of d e t  cord.  
One of us c a r r i e d  t h e  d e t  cord and one of us c a r r i e d  the--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The caps .  

A.  The caps and C 4 .  I b e l i e v e  MARTIN was c a r r y i n g  
t h e  d e t  cord a t  t h e  t ime.  The r o l l  weighs a l o t  by i t s e l f .  

Q. Now, do you r e c a l l  when Lieutenant  COCHRAN was 
k i l l e d  and t h e  fou r  were wounded a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  do you 
r e c a l l  a h e l i c o p t e r  coming i n  and p i c k i n g  t h o s e  people up? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Do you remember whether it was a d u s t o f f  o r  
whether it was a s l i c k ?  
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A .  What's a s l i c k ?  

Q - I mean d i d  it have a red  c ross  on i t ?  

A .  I b e l i e v e  so .  

Q Do you remember when t h e  second group go t  wounded? 

A .  No, I b e l i e v e  t h e  f i r s t  one wasnl t. I b e l i e v e  
it was j u s t  one of  t h e  choppers t h a t  dropped us o f f .  

Q Do you remember see ing  a l i e u t e n a n t  co lone l  
aboard t h a t  chopper and g e t  o f f  of it o r  anything? 

A. I never saw one g e t  o f f  b u t  t h e r e  might have been 
one on. On t h e  chopper, I ' m  not--I was--I can ' t - -

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  What about t h e  second group t h a t  
got  wounded? Did you s e e  them evacuat ing? 

A.  They were medevac ' d  too .  

Q Do you remember what type  of chopper got  them? 

A .  We had t o  w a i t  q u i t e  a while  on t h e  second one 
and I th ink  it was a medevac. I 'm not  p o s i t i v e  bu t  I know 
I was he lp ing  one of t h e  wounded men, bandage him up, and 
we had t o  w a i t  a whi le  f o r  t h e  second one. 

Q. You s tayed  wi th  t h a t  u n i t  most of t h e  day, t h a t  
platoon--

A.  ( In te rpos ing)  I s t ayed  with them u n t i l ,  w e l l ,  we 
went i n  t h i s  a rea  and h i t  a l l  t h e s e  mines and booby t r a p s  and 
backtracked and went around them. Then w e  came t o  some 
hootches and I b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  where we s t ayed  wi th  t h e  com-
mand group. 

Q. You s tayed  wi th  Captain MICHLES' group most of t h e  
day? 

A .  Right. 

Q. Did you hear  of any resupply of demoli t ion be ing  
taken t o  another  platoon t h a t  was ou t  on t h e  coas t?  

8 
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A. I d o n ' t  be l i eve  s o .  

Q - Well, before  we g e t  i n t o  any ques t ions  I ' m  going 
t o  ask  you one ques t ion  on demoli t ions.  Given a bunker 10 f e e t  
under e a r t h  o r  w i t h  a top on it 5 t o  10 f e e t  t h i c k ,  5 f e e t  
ac ross  and 5 f e e t  h igh ,  i n  o rde r  t o  des t roy  t h a t  bunker, how 
much demoli t ion a r e  you t a l k i n g  about? 

A. Five f e e t  of d i r t  on t h e  top?  

Q L e t ' s  say 5 f e e t  on top .  

A. What do you want t o  do? Destroy it completely 
or drop t h e  doors on it o r  t h e  en t rance  ways? 

Q No, leave t h e  ent rance  o u t ,  j u s t  cave i n  t h e  bunker. 

A .  I t  depends what kind of suppor t  it has .  You'd have 
t o  go i n s i d e  t h e  bunker and depends on what k ind  of beams. I 
would go i n  and drop one of t h e  beams. I t  probably wouldn ' t  
t a k e  more than ,  I 'd  s a y ,  5 o r  6 pounds. 

Q To c u t  one of t h e  beams? 

A. Well, c u t  t h e  main suppor t ing  beam, most l i k e l y  
wi th  t h i s  o u t ,  t h e  d i r t  would cave i n .  

Q What you a r e  going t o  do i n  o r d e r  t o  des t roy  t h i s  
t h i n g  i s  cave i n  t h e  t o p  of i t ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q The o t h e r  way would be t o  g e t  t h e  tunne l  going i n ?  

A .  Drop t h e  ent rance  i n  t h e  t u n n e l ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  n o t  
r e a l l y  t h a t  e f f e c t i v e  because a l l  they  have t o  do i s  reopen 
t h e  tunne l  t o  use t h e  bunker. 

Q - Now, how many, on a normal o p e r a t i o n ,  combat 
a s s a u l t  o p e r a t i o n ,  how many bunkers do you people usual ly  
des t roy?  

A .  Well, on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  mission,  we were moving 
through s o  f a s t  t h a t  a l l  we had time t o  do was drop t h e  en-
t r a n c e  ways. I imagine i n  t h i s  one v i l l a g e  we must have 
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dropped t h e  en t r ance  ways--well, w e  used a l l  our  demo up 
completely,  eve ry th ing  w e  had. 

Q Was t h i s  t h e  f i r s t  day? Was t h i s  t h e  day of t h e  
combat a s s a u l t ?  

A. W e l l ,  it was a f t e r  we had c rossed  t h e  b r i d g e .  

Q This  i s  t h e  n e x t  day. 

A. W e l l ,  t hen  it was t h e  second day,  because w e  
had demo when w e  c rossed  t h a t .  b r idge  and we des t royed  some 
mines on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  bridge'.  'When w e  went a c r o s s  
a man got k i l l e d  r i g h t  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  H e  s tepped  on a 
mine. W e  went over  t h e n  and had t o  c l e a r  t h a t  a r e a  too .  

Q Let  m e  g e t  back t o  t h i s  f i r s t  day f i r s t .  Did 0.: 
you dur ing  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n ,  when you were wi th  Captain MICHLES' t-2 
command group, d i d  you des t roy  any hootches t h a t  day? x3 

A. No. 
u3 

Q A t  t h e  l o c a t i o n  where a l l  these--where L ieu tenan t  4 

COCHRAN was k i l l e d  and t h e s e  people w e r e  wounded, i n  both of  
those  l o c a t i o n s ,  d i d  you detonate--did you f i n d  any more mines? 
Detonate any mines up i n  t h e r e ?  

A. W e  d i d  f i n d  some a f t e r  t h i s  man got  h i s  l e g  blown 
o f f  and they  t o l d  us t o  p u l l  o u t  and I n o t i c e d  a mine. We 
were s o  spooky and eve ry th ing  because t h e  t h i n g  was obvious,  
and I j u s t  knew it was booby t r apped ,  and probably i f  I ' d  
have walked up t o  it I would have g o t t e n  blown. So, I t o l d  
somebody about it and they  s a i d ,  you know, w e  ' r e  backing u p ,  
l eave  it t h e r e .  I never  d i d  anyth ing  wi th  it because it would 
have been,  you know, q u i t e  a--if  we had t o  move it, it would 
have been a d i f f e r e n t  s t o r y  b u t  we w e r e  backing o u t  of t h e  
a rea .  So we j u s t  l e f t  it. But a s  f a r  a s  hootches and any 
type  of  b u i l d i n g s ,  we d i d n ' t  des t roy  any by demol i t ion .  

Q That day? 

A. That day. A l l  t h e s e  hootches were g r a s s  type  
anyway. You d o n ' t  need t o  use any demo on them, j u s t  burn 
them. 

Q. Was t h e r e  any burning going on t h a t  .day over  i n  
your  a rea?  
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A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  burning them down t h e  f i r s t  day. 

Q .  Did you h e a r  any f i r i n g ,  any exp los ives  ac ross  
t h e  r i v e r  over  t h e r e  where t h e  o t h e r  p l a toon  was? 

A. What? 

Q Did you hea r  a l o t  of explos ions  o r  was it mostly
small  arms? 

A .  I t h i n k  it was mostly smal l  arms. I ' m  n o t  r e a l  
s u r e .  

Q From your observa t ion  of  t h e  normal i n f a n t r y  p l a -
toon ,  I t a k e  it t h a t  you worked wi th  s e v e r a l  of them whi l e  you 
w e r e  t h e r e ?  

A. Right .  

Q. How much explos ives  do you th ink  they  normally car -
r i e d  on a combat a s s a u l t ?  

A .  Demolitions type?  

Q .  Y e s .  

A .  Very l i t t l e .  

Q - What do you mean by very l i t t l e ?  How much p e r  man? 

A .  W e l l ,  l i k e  i f  t h e  i n f a n t r y  g e t s  a ho ld  of C 4 ,  
t h e  average man w i l l  r e a l l y  save it t o  cook h i s  C r a t i o n s  
r a t h e r  than  use it f o r  exp los ives .  Whenever they  would g e t  
a ho ld  of it, I mean they wouldn ' t  use it f o r  anything t h a t  
much, you know, un les s  somebody ordered  them t o .  

Q- How about TNT? 

b 
A. TNT? I ' v e  seen  i n f a n t r y  o u t f i t s  where t h e y ' d  have 
maybe one man i n  t h e  squad po in ted  you ltnow. He might c a r r y  
2 o r  3 pounds. T h a t ' s  about it. 

& . Have you eve r  heard of them us ing  e i t h e r  TNT o r  
C4 f o r  grenades? 

A.  Y e s ,  TNT. What I mean by grenade i s  l i k e  somebody's 
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i n  a bunker throw it i n  and b u s t  t h e i r  eardrums i n s t e a d  of  
k i l l i n g  them. T h a t ' s  a grenade.  

Q W e l l ,  would 1 pound of TNT thrown i n t o  a bunker 
o r  h a l f  a pound of TNT thrown i n t o  a bunker do no more than  
b u s t  t h e  eardrums? 

A. I t  won' t  k i l l  anybody. Like I say  it w i l l  b u s t  
t h e i r  eardrums. 

Q T h e y ' l l  probably come o u t  a f t e r  t h a t  won' t they?  

A. T h e y ' l l  come o u t .  

Q What do they do j u s t  s l a p  a b l a s t i n g  cap i n  t h e r e  
and pu t  on t i m e  f u s e  on it and l i g h t  i t ?  

-I 
=w 

Yeah, e i t h e r  t h a t  o r  s t i c k  a grenade p i n  i n  it. C?
A. x 

Q J u s t  t a k e  a p i n  o u t  of a grenade and s t i c k  it i n  
t h e r e ?  

b3 
t-l

A.  Yeah. 

Q Is it p r e t t y  hard  f o r  t h e  i n f a n t r y  t o  g e t  Comp C? 

A. Very hard.  I t ' s  hard  f o r  t h e  engineers .  

Q And t h e  s t u f f  you c a r r i e d  i n  t h a t  day,  when you 
went i n ,  t h a t  30 pounds was a l l ,  you s a i d ,  I t h i n k  it was C4, 
d i d n ' t  you? 

A. I t  was C 4 .  We had a hundred pounds. I c a r r i e d  
30 myself and w e  s p l i t  t h e  r e s t  up. 

Q. T h a t ' s  q u i t e  a load .  You d i d n ' t  use any of  it 
t h e  f i r s t  day then?  

A. No, n o t  t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

Q - What d i d  you do t h e  f i r s t  day,  mostly s t a y  wi th  
t h e  command group? 

I went a long wi th  them. 

Q J u s t  f o r  my informat ion  could you have de tona ted  
t h a t  mine by f i r i n g  on i t ?  
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A. The one I ' d  seen?  

Q Y e s ,  t h a t  you walked away from. 

A. You might have been a b l e  t o ,  b u t  I doubt  it very 
much. 

Q Now, do you remember when ano the r  company l i n k e d  
up wi th  B Company? Do you remember ano the r  u n i t  coming i n  
t h a t  n i g h t  and forming a p e r i m e t e r  w i t h  B Company? 

A. No, I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  s ay  a s  I do. 

Q a  Do you remember a number o f  Vietnamese m i l i t a r y
coming i n  t h e r e ,  ARVN? 

A. No. 

Q. O r  i n t e r p r e t e r s ?  

A. I mean a s  f a r  as t h e  f i r s t  day I remember t hey  f lew 
i n  an i n t e r p r e t e r ,  an E-6 o r  something. A Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r .  
I w a s  r i g h t  t h e r e  when t h e y  were i n t e r r o g a t i n g  one Vietnamese. 

Q What t i m e  was t h a t ?  

A. That  w a s  ah--I suppose,  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  w e  had landed 
a f t e r - - i t  must have been i n  t h e  morning around noontime. I 
t h i n k  w e  a te  chow t h e r e ,  s o  it must have been r i g h t  around noon. 

Q- Was an American o f f i c e r  o r  s o l d i e r  w i th  him? O r  
w a s  he  do ing  t h i s  on h i s  own? 

A .  They had t h i s  o l d  man and t h e r e  was two o r  t h r e e  
hootches  around him, t h e r e  w a s  a bunch of  women and k i d s  
around. They w e r e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  t h i s  o l d  man. There was a 
Vietnamese, E-6, and I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  remember. I know t h e  
Captain--MITCHELL o r  MICHLE or--

Q = ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  MICHLES. 

A. MICHLES, he w a s  t h e r e ,  and t h e  r a d i o  men t h a t  were 
a t t a c h e d  t o  him. 

Q. You s a w  them i n t e r r o g a t i n g  t h e  o l d  man. Did you 
see them i n t e r r o g a t e  anyone e l s e ?  
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A. Tha t  w a s ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  was t h e  same a r e a .  J u s t  
t h e  women and k i d s  t h a t  were watching what w a s  happening.  

Q Do you r ecogn ize  t h i s  man r i g h t  h e r e  on t h e  l e f t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  t h e  c a p t a i n .  

Q Capta in  MICHLES? 

A. Yeah. 

Q W a s  he t h e r e  when t h e  o l d  man w a s  g $ t t i n g  b e a t e n  
up? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Did you e v e r  s e e  t h e s e  two Vietnamese m i l i t a r y ?  

A. They was--this  i s  C h a r l i e  Company w a s n ' t  i t ?  

Q Y e s .  

A. I r ecogn ize  t h e s e  two men r i g h t  h e r e .  T h e y ' r e  
t h e  eng inee r s .  

Q .  What? 

A. These two men, t h e y ' r e  e n g i n e e r s  f o r  C h a r l i e  Com- , 

pany. Right  back h e r e .  

Q Oh, you mean t h e  ones i n  t h e  back.  

A. Right .  I w a s  down i n  t h i s  o t h e r  room and t h e y  
w e r e  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  me t o  t e l l  them who w a s  w i t h  C h a r l i e  Company, 
on t h i s  day,  as demol i t i on  man and t h e r e  t hey  are. 

Q W e l l ,  who are they?  Do you know? 

A. This  i s  Spec 5 HAWKINS and PFC HEMINGS. 

A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I t h i n k  H-E-M; it may be a double  
M b u t  I t h i n k  i t ' s  a s i n g l e  M. 

Q. Those a r e  t h e  two back t h e r e  i n  t h e  back? 
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A. D e f i n i t e l y .  

Q *  D e m o l i t i o n i s t s  f o r  C Company. 

MR WALSH: Do you know what t h e i r  f i r s t  names were? 

A. They had me w r i t e  a l l  t h e  names down o v e r  i n  
t h i s  o the r - - I  c a n ' t  remember, you know, i t ' s  something where 
you c a l l  a man "Hemi". T h a t ' s  a l l  I knew him by,  o r  HAWKINS. 

COL WILSON: Which one--the one on t h e  l e f t  i s  HAWKINS and 
t h e  one on t h e  r i g h t  is--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  H A W K I N S  i s  t h e  s p e c  5. 

Q 0. Those are t h e  on ly  two e n g i n e e r s  t h a t  were 
a t t a c h e d  t o  C Company, i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

(Witness nodded i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  .) 

Now, l a t e r  on t h a t  day do you remember M I  people  
o r  m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e  people  coming i n  w i t h  Vietnamese, 
i n t e r r o g a t i n g  d e t a i n e e s  and t a k i n g  them o u t ,  t h a t  day? 

A. No. 

Q Did you e v e r  s e e  t h e s e  p r i s o n e r s ,  t h a t  ' s  P-20 8? 

A .  Y e s ,  I b e l i e v e  I have.  

Q D o  you know what happened t o  them? 

A .  No. 

Q.  D o  you know where t h a t  l o c a t i o n  i s ?  

A. W e l l ,  i t ' s  r i g h t  d i r e c t l y  n o r t h  o f  t h i s  hamlet  
where t h e y  w a s  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  t h a t  man. 

Q - Near t h e  hamlet? . 

Near t h e  hamlet .  

Where t h e  o l d  man was be ing  i n t e r r o g a t e d ?  
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A.  Y e s ,  I t h i n k  t h e r e  was a few graves .  There was 
a graveyard i n  t h e r e .  A big--I  remember t h e  c a p t a i n ' s  
headquar te rs  was i n s i d e  t h i s  graveyard.  I mean, t hey  had 
a b r i c k  w a l l ,  you know, around a grave.  

Q How about P-209? Do you recognize  t h a t ?  

A .  W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  grave I w e r e  t a l k i n g  about .  

Q A b i g  graveyard? 

A. Y e s .  

These p r i s o n e r s  o u t  i n  f r o n t  of  t h a t ?  
i-l 

W e l l ,  t hey  were n o r t h  of it. --.A. .I4-.i. 

;.T"r 
Q. Now, t h a t  evening d i d  anyth ing  occur?  Did you 
see any more i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  going on bes ides  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  
of  t h a t  o l d  man? 

Lf) 
t-l 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q Did you h e a r  any f i r i n g  i n s i d e  t h e  pe r ime te r
t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. I took t u r n s  with  MARTIN on guard,  and w e  took 
t u r n s  guarding t h e  same bunker--oh, now I remember. I re-
member something else i f  you d o n ' t  mind. 

Q. Sure.  

A. You asked m e  about t y i n g  up with  C h a r l i e  Company? 

Q Y e s .  

A. This  i s  where we d i d  it, because I remember go-
i n g  up and t a l k i n g  t o  HAWKINS and--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  HEMING . 
A. They w e r e  d i r e c t l y  no r th  o f  u s ,  and I went up and 
t a l k e d  t o  them. 

Q What d i d  they say  about t h e  d a y ' s  o p e r a t i o n s ?  
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A. Oh, I t h i n k  t h e y  mentioned something about  blow-
ing, g e t t i n g  i n  a b u i l d i n g  o r  something,  blow a bindow o u t  
of it o r  something.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  t h e y  mentioned any-
t h i n g  about  a whole bunch of people .  I th ink - - I  c a n ' t  say 
for s u r e ,  you know, w e  w e r e  j u s t  t a l k i n g .  

Q They say  t h e r e  was a l o t  o f  k i l l i n g  t h a t  day? 

A. I t h i n k  s o ,  y e s .  

Q Did t h e y  s a y  how t h e  k i l l i n g  w a s  done? 

A.  No. I d o n ' t  recall  e v e r  s a y i n g  any th ing  more. 

Q How long  d i d  you t a l k  t o  them? 

A. Oh, I suppose h a l f  an  hour  t o  an hour  w e  s a t  up 
t h e r e  and s h o t  t h e  b u l l  w i t h  them. 

Q Did they  seem t o  be u p s e t  about  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n  
w i t h  C Company? 

A.  No. 

Q = Do you know who t h e y  w e r e  w i th?  Apparent ly  from 
t h a t  photograph t h e y  must have been w i t h  CP group.  I guess  
t h e y  p r o b a b l y o p e r a t e d  l i k e  you d i d  and s t a y e d  w i t h  t h e  com-
pany commander l i k e  you d i d .  

A. Usua l ly ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  way w e  worked, y e s .  

Q .  And t h e y  on ly  performed one demol i t i on  t a s k  and 
t h a t  was blowing up a--

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know. I c o u l d n ' t  
s a y .  

Q We've had a  couple  o f  s t a t e m e n t s  t h a t  t hey  wreck-
ed--a b u i l d i n g  blown down on one s i d e  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  They 
w e r e  going t o  blow t h e  heavy door  o u t  of it and it c o l l a p s e d  
t h e  b u i l d i n g .  

A.  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  what t h e y  were t a l k i n g  about .  

Q What about  t h a t  evening? Do you remember any th ing  
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i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h a t  happened, t h a t  you can r e c a l l ,  a s i d e  from 
running i n t o  HAWKINS and HEMING? Did you s e e  any more i n t e r -
r o g a t i o n s  going on? 

A. W e l l ,  a f t e r  we t a l k e d  t o  them it w a s  p r e t t y  c l o s e  
t o  dusk and w e  g o t  on back t o  o u r  l i t t l e  foxhole  and cl imbed 
i n  it. I never  saw any more i n t e r r o g a t i o n s ,  no. 

You d i d n ' t  h e a r  any f i r i n g ?  

A .  That  I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e  abou t ,  because.  I mean,. 
w e l l  it"--I hea rd  f i r i n g  on s o  many d i f f e r e n t  occas ions  t h a t  
I j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  s a y ,  y e s ,  I hea rd  f i r i n g ,  no ,  I never .  

Q Did you h e a r  anyth ing  about  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  k i l -
l i n g  some VC s u s p e c t s  t h a t  day? 

A. NO,  s ir .  

Q .  Okay. The n e x t  morning you moved o v e r  towards 
t h e  b r i d g e  and g o t  ready t o  c r o s s .  Do you recall  t h e  a c t i o n  
a t  t h e  b r idge?  

A. Well,  w e  w a s  p r e t t y  w e l l  t o  t h e  r e a r  and they  
s e n t  word back f o r  us  t o  come up. They had found,  you know, 
some mines and s o  we went o u t  t h e r e  and des t royed  two of them 
on ou r  s i d e  of  t h e  b r idge .  They they  s e n t  a man o u t  a c r o s s ,  
and he no more than  g o t  t o  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  b r i d g e  and 
it blew him up. So we went on a c r o s s  and checked t h a t  a r e a  
o u t .  Then t h e  whole o u t f i t  moved o v e r  t h e r e .  They flew i n  
a replacement o f f i c e r  f o r  L ieu t enan t  COCHRAN a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q Do you rerriember when you moved toward t h e  b r i d g e ,  
a s  you moved forward d i d  you l e a v e  t h e  command group,  when 
you went forward? 

A. A t  t h i s  t i m e  w e  w e r e n ' t  moving? 

Q You weren ' t ?  Who w e r e  you wi th?  

A. We w a s  p r e t t y  w e l l  t o  t h e  rear. W e  w e r e  j u s t  
t agg ing  a long.  

Q Somebody c a l l e d  you forward.  Both o f  you went 
forward? 
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A. Y e s .  

Q . Did you t a k e  any infantryman w i t h  you or j u s t  
t h e  two of  you? 

A. No, j u s t  us  two. 

Q Now, do you remember a man named GUTHRIE? A b i g
t a l l  boy? \ 

A. Was he t h e  l e a d  man? 

Q No, b u t  he w a s  supposed t o  have been t h e  EOD man 
i n  C Company, t r a i n e d  in-- I  d o n ' t  mean i n  C Company--in B 
Company who was t r a i n e d  back i n  Hawaii. I d o n ' t  know whether 
you would run  i n t o  him o r  no t .  You were c a l l e d  forward,  and 
you went t o  t h e  b r idge .  Was any f i r i n g  going on when you 
went up t h e r e ?  

A. I t h i n k  t h e r e  w a s .  I c a n ' t  s ay  f o r  s u r e .  

Q But you g o t  t h e r e  b e f o r e  anybody was i n j u r e d .  

A. Y e s .  

Q - Somebody had found some mines,  and they  c a l l e d  
f o r  t h e  d e m o l i t i o n i s t s  t o  come forward and d i s p o s e  o f  them. 
But you d o n ' t  know i f  t h e  mines t h a t  w e r e  found were on your  
s i d e  o f  t h e  b r i d g e  o r  whether t hey  w e r e  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of 
t h e  b r idge?  

A .  Our s i d e ,  t h e  ones  w e  de s t royed .  

Q Y e s ,  b u t  you d o n ' t  know--you see h e r e ' s  what 
happened. There w a s  a p l a toon  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  
b r idge .  

A. Oh, r e a l l y .  

Q Yes, t h e  man t h a t  was wounded over  t h e r e  had 
a l r e a d y  been ove r  t h e r e  and had been o v e r  t h e r e  a l l  n i g h t .  
So what I w a s  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  w a s  i f  h e ' s  t h e  one t h a t  
found t h o s e  mines o r  i f  it w a s  somebody on t h i s  s i d e  of  t h e  
b r i d g e  t h a t  found t h e  mines and s e n t  back f o r  t h e  demol i t ion-
i s t .  
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A. W e l l ,  it must have been somebody on o u r  s i d e  of  
t h e  b r i d g e ,  because t h e  mines were on o u r  s i d e .  I imagine 
t h e  l e a d  man, t h e  p o i n t  man on o u r  s i d e  found them. I c a n ' t  
s ay  f o r  s u r e  because I w a s  way i n  t h e  back. 

Q When you g o t  t h e r e  nobody had been i n j u r e d  and 
a f t e r  you g o t  t h e r e  t h i s  boy on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  h i t  a mine? 

A. I b e l i e v e  s o .  

Q . And had you de tona ted  t h e  mine on your  s i d e  be-
f o r e  he h i t  t h i s  mine? 

A .  No. I would s a y  it w a s  a f t e r .  

Q. A f t e r  he had a l r e a d y  been wounded? 

A. Because w e  s t a y e d  by t h e  mines and t h e  way I 
r e c a l l ,  i f  I ' m  c o r r e c t ,  they  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h e  mines t o  us. 
We marked them and everybody e l s e  moved a c r o s s .  Except I 
t h i n k  they  l e f t  a couple  of men f o r  r e a r  s e c u r i t y .  Then w e  
went ahead and des t royed  t h e  mines and moved a c r o s s  t h e  b r i -
dge. 

Q. So, you j u s t  marked t h e  mines and l e t  t h e  u n i t  
go a c r o s s ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q - A f t e r  t h e  u n i t  c l e a r e d  you des t royed  them? 

A .  Y e s .  

Q.  And then  you went a c r o s s ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q.  Do you r e c a l l  a l a r g e  volume of  f i r e  any t i m e  
d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ?  

A. W e l l ,  I t h i n k  t h e r e  was q u i t e  a b i t  o f  f i r e  g o i n g .  
on ,  b u t  w e  were s t i l l  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  r i v e r  wh i l e  
t h e  f i r i n g  w a s  t a k i n g  p l a c e .  

Q .  You d i d n ' t  c o n s i d e r  y o u r s e l f  working under f i r e ?  
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A. No. 

r? 
:1 . The f i r e  w a s  f a r  enough away s o  it w a s n ' t  a f f e c t -  
i n g  your work? 

A ,  Right ,  

h
G. W e l l ,  t hose  people  t h a t  c rossed  t h e  b r i d g e  a t  
f i r s t  o r  r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  man g o t  wounded o r  du r ing  t h a t  t i m e  
-c.-.~ .~aze ,did  they  c r o s s  t h a t  b r i d g e  u n d e r  f i r e ?  

A.  No. i was s t and ing  rlgfit by @hebridge when they  
c r ~ s s e d .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I would have been s t a n d i n g  t h e r e  i f  
t hey  had been under f i r e .  

8, The f i r e  w a s  off at a g x e a k e r  distaance? 

Q. Was t h e r e  anybody on y c u r  side of t h e  b r i d g e ,  
a long t h e  bank t h e r e ,  t h a t  was f i r i n g  either machineguns o r  
l a d i v i d u a l  weapons ac ross  t h e  river? 

Over i n t o  the  o t h e r  s i d e ?  

A 
pi. Xs, I don' t b e l i e v e  SG. 

Q Now, it appears  from what you say  t h a t  you g o t  
t h e r e  a t  t h e  t i m e  o r  probably a t  t h e  t i m e  when t h i s  a c t i o n  
occurred .  You a r e  one of t h e  few wi tnesses  t h a t ' s  g o t  a 
good i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  a c t i o n .  T h a t ' s  t h e  reason  t h e r e  a r e  
s o  many d e t a i l e d  q u e s t i o n s  on t h i s  s u b j e c t .  I want t o  be 
s u r e  t h a t  you t r y  t o  remember i f  t h e r e  was any f i r i n g  going 
on from your  s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r ,  a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  i n t o  a v i l -
l a g e ,  v e g e t a t i o n  3.P whatever there was t o  s e e  on t h e  o t h e r  
s i d e ?  

A. W e l l ,  t hey  could have f i r e d  a c r o s s  t h a t  r i v e r  o r  
b r i d g e  b e f o r e  I moved up t o  t h e  f r o n t .  T h a t ' s  a l l  I can see, 
because when I g o t  up t h e r e  they  were p r e p a r i n g  t o  move a-
cross a l r e a d y .  By t h e  t i m e  I g o t  t h e r e  they  w e r e  p r e p a r i n g  
t o  move a c r o s s  a l r eady .  By t h e  t i m e  I g o t  up t h e r e  t o  mark 
t h e  mines t h e y  had s t a r t e d  r i g h t  a c r o s s .  
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Q- But i t ' s  c l e a r  i n  your  mind t h a t  t h i s  man was 
n o t  wounded b e f o r e  you g o t  t h e r e ?  You saw him wounded on 
t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  b r i d g e ?  

A .  No. I never  saw him wounded I donvt b e l i e v e .  
I c a n ' t  s a y  i t ' s  c l e a r  i n  my mind. I h e a r d  t h e  e x ~ l o s i o n ,  
I b e l i e v e ,  when h e  g o t  it b u t  a s  f a r  a s  m e  s e e i n g  him--

Q - I mean w e r e  you a t  t h e  b r i d g e  when you h e a r d  
t h e  exp los ion?  

A. The b r i d g e  wasn ' t  t h a t  f a r ,  you know, j u s t  a 
s m a l l  r i v e r ,  and I t h i n k  a t  t h e  t ime  I w a s  moving up t o  t h e  
f r o n t  and t h e  e x p l o s i o n  took p l a c e .  

Q Did you see him evacua ted?  

A. I t h i n k  when t h e y  evacua ted  him I w a s  s t i l l  
working on d e s t r o y i n g  t h e  mines.  

Q ~ ' ma l i t t l e  o u t  of  sequence i n  h e r e .  Do you
r e c a l l  some gunsh ips  coming i n ?  

A. I t h i n k  we had gunships .  Gunships came a c r o s s  
and s t r a f f e d  t h i s  whole a r e a  b e f o r e  w e  came t o  i t ,  I b e l i e v e .  

Q Before  you c ros sed?  

A .  Y e s ,  

Q *  Before  t h a t  p l a t o o n  t h a t  you w e r e  w i t h  c ros sed?  

A .  They w e r e  f o l l owing  us as  w e  moved a long  and 
g i v i n g  p r o t e c t i v e  f i r e  on t h e  f l a n k s  and f r o n t .  I r e c a l l  
t h a t .  I t  might  be ano the r  mi s s ion .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o .  I 
t h i n k  they  s t r a f f e d  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  b e f o r e  t hey  c r o s s e d .  

Q D o  y o u  know ho-vi many gar1 pas ses  t h e y  made? 

A. No, I c a n ' t  say* 

Q • Do you remember a chopper coming i n  and p i c k i n g  
up t h i s  man t h a t  w a s  wounded by t h e  mine e i t h e r  b e f o r e  or  
a f t e r  t h e  gunsh ips?  
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A .  No, I c a n ' t  say a s  I do. 

Q When t h a t  p la toon crossed  t h e  b r idge  and you 
des t royed those  mines was t h e r e  anybody from B Company l e f t  
on your s i d e  of t h e  b r idge ,  a t  t h e  t ime you disposed of  
t h o s e  mines? 

A.  No. 

Q I n  o t h e r  words you were t h e  l a s t  one across?  

A. Right ,  sir. 

Q The mortar p la toon and a l l  of them had c rossed ,  
and then  you crossed  and joined t h e  company. Did you go 
back t o  t h e  command group a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. No, I w a s  introduced t o  t h e  new l i e u t e n a n t  t h a t  
they  had j u s t  flown i n  a s  a replacement. I b e l i e v e  we s t a y e d  
wi th  him f o r  a l i t t l e  while .  

Q Did you s e e  him when he came i n  on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  
o r  d i d  you j u s t  meet him on t h e  ground? 

2-i 
CE A. I m e t  him on t h e  ground. I'll t r y  t o  s t r a i g h t e n  

t h i s  o u t .  I might have seen t h e  chopper, you know, b u t  I 
c a n ' t  be p o s i t i v e  t h a t  I saw him g e t  o f f  t h e  chopper, b u t  I 
know I met him r i g h t  a f t e r  he g o t  o f f  because,  you know, it 

Of 
4 2  

was j u s t  s h o r t l y .  So I probably saw t h e  chopper. I j u s t  
-4 c a n ' t ,  you know, I worked on those  mines and I j u s t  c a n ' t  re-

c a l l ,  you know, s p e c i f i c a l l y .  

Q I ' m  wondering i f  you saw anybody g e t  o f f  t h e  
chopper wi th  him? Anybody e l s e ?  

A .  Such a s  Vietnamese? 

Q No, another  o f f i c e r  or--

A.  ( In te rpos ing)  A replacement.  

Q A r e p o r t e r .  We t h i n k  maybe a photographer t h a t  
had on a s o f t  cap and a MACV patch came i n  from S t a r s  and 
S t r i p e s .  
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A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q You d i d n ' t  s e e  him? 

Q Did t h i s  a i r c r a f t  b r i n g  i n  a  resupply of muni-
t i o n s  and exp los ives ,  o r  d i d  they  b r ing  i n  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t ?  

A.  I t h i n k  they brought i n  resupply because we pick-
ed up water .  I d e f i n i t e l y  remember t h a t .  They brought i n  
5 ga l lon  cans of water .  We r e f i l l e d  water.  I f  they brought  
water  i n  they should have brought r e supp l i e s .  

Q Did you s e e  i t ?  

A. The water?  

Q No, d i d  you s e e  any of t h e  r e s u p p l i e s ,  ammunition 
o r  exp.losives? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o ,  no. I remember t h e  water  cans.  

Q Did you have a chance t o  move around much over  
t h e r e  when you crossed  t h e  br idge?  Did you go i n t o  any v i l -
l a g e s  o r  up on t h i s  h i l l  and look over  a t  t h e  sea?  

A, No, I p r e t t y  we l l  s t ayed  i n  t h a t  one a r e a  a f t e r  
we crossed t h e  b r idge .  I j u s t  s t ayed  r i g h t  t h e r e  i n  t h a t  
same a r e a  r i g h t  on t h e - - j u s t  a f t e r  we crossed t h e  b r idge  and 
s t ayed  r i g h t  t h e r e  till we moved.out. 

How long a f t e r  t h a t  d i d  you move o u t ?  

A.  Well, I th ink  we s a t  down and r e s t e d  a whi le .  
I t  mustn ' t  have been more than  an hour ,  I b e l i e v e ,  an hour 
and a h a l f .  We f i l l e d  t h e  water  cans and were s i t t i n g  around. 
I th ink  t h e r e  was a l r eady  a p la toon over  t h e r e .  I t h i n k  I 
remember having foxholes  dug around t h e  a r e a  where they  had 
s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t  o r  something. 

Q When you moved o u t  d i d  you go along t h e  beach 
o r  d id  you move in land?  

A. Well, I was in land  because I remember walking 
through t h i s  cemetery, sandy, long s t r e t c h  of  sand and t h e r e  
w a s  a l l  t h e s e  graves.  We went through a couple of v i l l a g e s  
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and a l l  t h e  way down t o  t h e  end of  the  pen insu la  where t h e  
bay s i ts  along t h e  ocean down t h e r e .  Tha t ' s  where I saw 
t h e  w a t e r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  when w e  g o t  down t o  t h e  end o f  
t h e  pen insu la ,  

&. T h a t ' s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  you saw i t ?  

A. The f i r s t  I saw t h e  ocean,  yes .  

Q When you were up t h e r e ,  when you s t a r t e d  moving 
south  w i t h  t h e  company do you r e c a l l  s ee ing  any dead bodies  
around? 

No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q. The grave you were t a l k i n g  about ,  w e r e  any o f  
them f r e s h  graves  o r  w e r e  it j u s t  o l d  graveyard? 

A. No, they  looked l i k e  they  had been t h e r e  a long 
t i m e .  

Q Old mounds? 

A .  They had t h e  mounds. I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  see how 
t h e y  k e p t  t h e  mounds wi th  t h e  wind, you know, sand. They 
looked l i k e  they  w e r e  made o u t  of  sand.  

Q. You d i d n ' t  s e e  any evidence of bodies  o r  k i l l i n g  
from t h e  day be fo re?  

A. No, 

Q You probably would have n o t i c e d  t h i s  a s  you 
went through t h e s e  v i l l a g e s .  Did you s e e  any, what you con-
s i d e r e d ,  f r e s h  d e s t r u c t i o n ,  such a s  des t royed  bunkers o r  
t unne l s?  Did you n o t i c e  a good b i t  of t h i s  a s  you moved 
down t h e r e ?  

A. W e l l ,  they burned some of these--one v i l l a g e  
now they  went through and des t royed  a l l  t h e  bunkers.  

Q Was it t h e  f i r s t  v i l l a g e  o r  was it f u r t h e r  down? 

A. I t h i n k  it was t h e  second v i l l a g e  down a f t e r  w e  
c rossed  t h e  r i v e r .  
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MR WALSH: Did t h e  f i r s t  v i l l a g e  look l i k e  it had been burn-
e d  t h e  day b e f o r e ?  

A .  I ' m  n o t  r e a l l y  p o s i t i v e .  

Q The v i l l a g e  t h a t  you burned,  t h e  second v i l l a g e
y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  abou t ,  d i d  you g e t  t o  t h a t  a f t e r  L i e u t e n a n t  
LEWIS l i n k e d  up w i t h  you when you g o t  t h e  r e supp ly  o f  wate r?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q P r e t t y  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. I t  w a s  t h a t  same a f t e r n o o n .  

Q When you g o t  t o  t h a t  v i l l a g e  were you working 
w i t h  t h e  1st P la toon?  

A. Was t h a t  L i e u t e n a n t  LEWIS? 

Q No. W e  unders tand t h a t  L i e u t e n a n t  LEWIS' p l a t o o n  
w a s  o u t  on t h e  beach and L i e u t e n a n t  WILLINGHAM w a s  more on 
t h e  i n s i d e  of  t h e  r ise of  ground t h a t  s e p a r a t e d  t h e  beach 
from--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  I was on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ,  
r i g h t .  I must have been w i t h  t h a t  o t h e r  l i e u t e n a n t  even 
though I d o n ' t  recall  h i s  name. 

Q Did you,  a s  you worked down towards t h e  end of 
t h a t  s p i t  of l a n d ,  s t a y  w i t h  t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r ,  o r  w e r e  you 
working w i t h  any p a r t i c u l a r  group of  people?  

A. No, w e  j u s t  tagged a long ,  you know, w e  found a 
p l a c e  i n  back f a i r l y  c l o s e  t o  t h e  r e a r ,  p r e t t y  f a r  back.  W e  
s t a y e d  t h e r e  till somebody c a l l e d  us t a  do something.  A l l  
w e  had t o  do w a s  t a g  a long .  

Q What were t h e  people  up f r o n t  doing? Search ing?  

A. Oh yeah,  t hey  were go ing  through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Were they  f i r i n g ?  

A .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  was some, b u t  no,  no th ing  heavy 
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because a t  no t i m e  a t  a l l  w e r e  w e  e v e r  pinned down o r  had 
even a chance t o  be pinned down. There w a s  no r e s i s t a n c e .  

Q Was t h e  i n f a n t r y  u s ing  demol i t i ons  as they  were 
going th rough  t h e s e  hootches?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o .  

Q. Grenades? 

A.  They might have been us ing  grenades .  

Q Did you see o r  h e a r  t hey  w e r e  k i l l i n g  people  i n  
hootches  o r  i n  bunkers o r  s h o o t i n g  them? 

A. I r e c a l l  one bunker where I t h i n k  t h e r e  were 
people  i n  it t h a t  wouldn ' t  came o u t ,  and I do b e l i e v e  t h a t  
t h e y  w e r e - - I ' m  n o t  s u r e  whether  t hey  threw a b lock  of TNT i n  
it. I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  t h e  i n c i d e n t  where t hey  b u s t e d  t h e  ear -
drums. I s t i l l  d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e y  came o u t  of  t h e  bunker be-
cause  I remember h e a r i n g  about  t h a t .  

Q That  happened t h a t  day w h i l e  you w e r e  walking 
down? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. What e x a c t l y  d i d  you h e a r  and who t o l d  you? 

A. W e l l ,  I t h i n k  I walked by t h e  bunker myse l f ,  t h e  
one t h a t  t h e y  were i n  and s a w  t h i s .  I had known about it. 

Q Did you see them? 

A.  You mean see t h e  bod ie s?  I w a s  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  
t h e y  w e r e  s t i l l  i n  t h e  bunker b u t  I t h i n k  I d i d  s e e .  I 
d o n ' t  know whether  t hey  w e r e  dead.  I c a n ' t - - I  remember t h e  
bunker b u t  I ' m  n o t  c e r t a i n  about  t h e  people .  I thought  
t h e y  were s t i l l  i n  t h e  bunker.  

Q We've had some tes t imony t h a t  some of  t h e  people  
i n  t h e  1st P la toon  a t  some p o i n t ,  w e r e  dropping 1 pound o r  
h a l f  pound b locks  of TNT i n  a bunker and s h o o t i n g  t h e  people  
when t h e y  came o u t .  Is t h i s  t h e  k i n d  o f  t h i n g  y o u ' r e  r e c a l l -
i n g ?  
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A. I d e f i n i t e l y  r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  t h a t  t h e y  used demo-
l i t i o n s  t o  throw i n t o  a bunker and f o r c e  people  t o  come o u t  
i n s t e a d  of sending  somebody i n  a f t e r  them. A s  f a r  as shoot -
i n g  a t  people  when they  came o u t ,  no,  I neve r  hea rd  anyth ing  
about  t h a t .  

Q Now what k ind  of  bunker w a s  it t h a t  you saw? 
Was it a f i g h t i n g  bunker o r  was it a s h e l t e r  t ype?  

A.  S h e l t e r  t ype  bunker a t t a c h e d  t o  a house.  

Q What d i d  it look  l i k e  when you s a w  i t ?  

A.  I t  w a s  s t i l l  i n  good shape.  I mean it w a s n ' t  
de s t royed .  I f  t hey  j u s t  threw a h a l f  a pound of  TNT i n  a 
bunker it wouldn ' t  damage t h e  bunker a t  a l l .  

Q .  How do you know t h e r e  were people  i n s i d e ?  

A .  W e l l ,  I t h i n k  somebody t o l d  m e  t h e r e  w e r e  people  
i n  t h e r e .  The reason--I  mean--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  When they  t o l d  you,  w e r e  t h e y  say-
i n g  t h e r e  w e r e  l i v e  people  i n  t h e r e  o r  dead people  i n  t h e r e ?  

A. weii, I t h i n k  they  s a i d  t h e r e  were t h r e e  people  
i n  t h e r e  and they  threw a b lock  o f  TNT, and t h e y  s t i l l  d i d n ' t  
come o u t .  So i f  t hey  w e r e  i n  t h e r e ,  they  were e i t h e r  dead 
o r  t h e i r  eardrums were b u r s t .  

Q Okay, t hen  what w a s  done about them? 

A .  I t h i n k  t h e y  w a s  j u s t  l e f t  i n  t h e r e .  W e  dropped 
t h e  e n t r a n c e  ways on most of the--as  much demol i t i ons  a s  w e  
had we went and dropped a l l  t h e  e n t r a n c e  ways i n s t e a d  o f  
going i n  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  i f  anybody w a s  i n s i d e  o r  any th ing .  
W e  dropped t h e  e n t r a n c e  ways. They could d i g  t h e i r  way o u t  
as f a r  as t h a t  goes .  I t  w a s n ' t  an e f f e c t i v e  way of  doing 
it b u t  t h a t ' s  what t hey  o rde red  done s o  t h a t ' s  what w e  d i d .  

Q - Who o rde red  t h a t ?  

A .  I imagine it would be  e i t h e r  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  o r  
t h e  c a p t a i n .  They w e r e  t h e  on ly  two t h a t  had any cont roJ  o f  
t h e  eng inee r s .  
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Q Were you the  only one dropping these  ent rance  
ways o r  was anybody e l s e  working with demoli t ions? 

MARTIN. 

Q. MARTIN a l s o ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Anybody e l s e ?  

A. MARTIN,  no. MARTIN was s e t t i n g  the  charges up 
f o r  me and I was l i g h t i n g  them. You have t o  s e t  t h e  charge 
up. I t  t a k e s  s o  much time t o  do t h i s .  He w a s  s e t t i n g  them 
up, and whi le  he would s e t  them up I would t ake  them and 
p l a c e  them and blow it. 

Q Was someone p o i n t i n g  ou t  t h e  bunkers o r  hootches 
f o r  you o r  d i d  you j u s t  f i n d  them yourse l f?  

A. We searched them o u t  ourse lves .  We would drop 
every bunker w e  found i n  the  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Now, when you f i n d  a bunker next  t o  a house what 
k ind  of charge would you drop t h e  ent rance  t o  i t ?  

A. W e l l ,  on most of t h e s e ,  we were running low on 
demol i t ion  anyway, s o  we r e a l l y  weren ' t  using a s  much a s  we 
should have. Some of t h e s e  were b u i l t  p r e t t y  s t rong .  On 
most of them we were using 2 t o  3 pounds t o  drop t h e  en t rance  
ways. 

Q. What d i d  you do? J u s t  drop it i n  t h e  ent rance?  

A. We'd t a k e  it, a s  f a r  a s  myself pe r sona l ly ,  if I 
had any kind of t ime I would t a k e  it and they had usual ly  on 
t h e s e  type  of bunkers,  they have two suppor ts .  They dug down 
i n  and they  had two suppor ts  s o  it would be good covering. 
So I would t r y  and p lace  t h e  prime on t h e  s i d e  of one of t h e  
suppor ts  and t a k e  it o u t  and drop t h e  ent rance  way. 

Q. These were b u i l t  above t h e  ground? 

A. No, they  w e r e  b u i l t  a t  ground l e v e l .  To g e t  t o  
t h e  en t rance  i t s e l f  you had t o  go down a ho le  and t h e r e  would 

(HARTMAN 31 APP T-307 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

be  t h e  e n t r a n c e  way down i n  t h e  h o l e .  On some of  them i f  
I thought  t h e r e  might be somebody i n  them it, you know, 
and it would be hazardous t o  my h e a l t h  t o  g e t  down i n  t h e r e  
and set  a charge  up i n  t h e  e n t r a n c e  way I would j u s t  d rop  
t h e  demol i t i on  down. I would do t h e  b e s t  job I could .  

Q Was any e f f o r t  made t o  f i n d  o u t  i f  t h e r e  were 
people  i n s i d e  and t r y  t o  g e t  them o u t  f i r s t ?  

A.  Not t h a t  I know o f .  

Q Now, and on t h e  one t u n n e l  t h a t  somebody t o l d  
you t h e r e  were t h r e e  people  i n s i d e  d i d  you blow t h a t  one  
t o o ?  

A.  No. 

Q You passed  it on l i n e ?  

A.  Yeah. 

Q. Did somebody throw some i n  b e f o r e ?  

A. Somebody had thrown something i n  it b e f o r e .  

Q You say  you and FARTIN were t h e  on ly  ones u s ing
demol i t i ons  t h a t  you know o f ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q .  But somebody else had thrown something i n  t h e r e ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q W e l l ,  do you know where t hose  demol i t i ons  came 
from? 

A .  They were e v i d e n t l y  c a r r i e d  by t h e  infantrymen.  
They w e r e n ' t  any o f  o u r  demol i t i ons . ,  

Q You t o l d  u s  t h e  i n c i d e n t  about a h a l f  a pound o r  
pound of TNT be ing  dropped i n  t h e s e  bunkers t o  f o r c e  people  
o u t .  Could you s e e  t h a t ,  i n  o t h e r  words, would t h e r e  be some 
ev idence  t h a t  somebody had dropped something i n  t h e r e  when you 
came o u t  t o  blow a bunker? Did it look l i k e  any o t h e r  bunker? 
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A.  Right .  

Q Okay, so as f a r  as your work, as you went down 
i n t o  t h a t  v i l l a g e ,  t h e  i n f a n t r y  up f r o n t  had been dropping 
TNT cha rges  down--you c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  by looking a t  them? 

A.  No, n o t  r e a l l y .  Not i f  t hey  threw them i n s i d e  
t h e  bunker and t h a t ' s  most l i k e l y  what they  d i d .  I f  a h a l f  
a pound of  TNT w a s  l a y i n g  f l a t  on t h e  ground it would do 
h a r d l y  any damage a t  a l l ,  l i k e  blow a l i t t l e  h o l e .  

Q How about  a pound w i t h  C4 cord  wrapped around 
it and thrown i n s i d e ?  

C 4  cord?  Bet cord  y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about?  

COL WILSON: We're t a l k i n g  about  t h e  C4 p l a s t i c ,  wrapped 
around a h a l f  pound of  TNT. I t  g i v e s  it more exp los ive .  

MR WALSH: Would t h a t  thrown i n s i d e  a sma l l  a r e a ,  s ay  k i l l  
people  i n s i d e ?  

A. W e l l ,  I, you know, I c a n ' t  say p o s i t i v e l y  t h a t  
it would n o t  k i l l  them, because t h e  exp los ive  can k i l l  you, 
you know. I w a s  t h i n k i n g  I wou ldn ' t  want t o  be i n  t h e r e .  
I t  wou ldn ' t  be a s  bad a throwing a grenade i n  t h e r e .  I f  you 
threw a grenade  i n  t h e r e  you know i f  t h e r e  i s  anybody i n  
t h e r e  t h e y ' r e  going t o  c a t c h  s h r a p n e l ,  Whereas a h a l f  a 
pound of  TNT, i s  t h e  sound e f f e c t  of  a grenade i s  what it is .  

COL WILSON: There i s  one t h i n g  t h a t  concerns  me. Maybe I 
missed it, b u t  w a s  anybody going a long  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t h e s e  
people  t o  come o u t  o r  any th ing  b e f o r e  t h i s  s t u f f  w a s  thrown 
i n ?  

A. W e l l ,  you s e e  t h e  i n f a n t r y  had a l ready--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  They had a l r e a d y  swept through 
t h e r e .  

A. W e  worked an area they  had a l r e a d y  c l e a r e d ,  sup-
posed ly .  

Q. So t h i s  i s  what you unders tand  then .  When you 
went th rough  t h e r e  t h a t  t h e  a r e a  had been c l e a r e d ?  
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A. D e f i n i t e l y .  I mean because when w e  move i n  
there - -

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You' re  going t o  go through and 
do t h e  job of dropping it. 

A. Because i f  t h e r e  w a s ,  you know, anybody around 
because  t h e r e  i s  nobody t o  p r o t e c t  us .  The i n f a n t r y  i s  
a l r e a d y  through and it i s  supposed t o  be c l e a r e d .  

COL.WILSON: I j u s t  wanted t o  be  s u r e .  Okay. 

MR WALSH: A l l  r i g h t ,  s o  , when you g o t  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  as 
you went down, t h e  i n f a n t r y  ahead of  you had a l r e a d y  c l e a r e d  
t h e  people  o u t .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  Did you s e e  any Vietnamese 
t h e r e  t h a t  day? 

A. No, n o t  t h a t  I know. 

Q And t h e  i n f a n t r y  w a s  burn ing  t h e  hootches  ahead 
o f  you? 

A. Y e s .  I walked th rough ,  you know, fo l lowing  t h e  
t r a i l .  I d i s t i n c t l y  remember walking th rough ,  you know, and 
hootches  burn ing  on bo th  s i d e s  because it was q u i t e  h o t .  I 
r e c a l l  somebody say ing  they  w e r e n ' t  supposed t o  be burned.  
Guys walked by and p u t  t h e i r  c i g a r e t t s  b u t t s  down and s t u f f  
l i k e  t h a t  (snapping h i s  f i n g e r s )  i n  no t i m e  a t  a l l .  

Q When t h e y  s a i d  t hey  w e r e n ' t  supposed t o  be 
burned,  d i d  you recal l  any o f  t h e  o f f i c e r s  s a y i n g  t h a t ,  g i v i n g  
o r d e r s  to s t o p  burn ing  t h e  hootches  o r  any th ing?  

A. I t h i n k  t h e r e  w a s  b u t  I d o n ' t  know which o f f i c e r .  
I remember be ing  t o l d  t h a t  w e  w e r e n ' t  supposed t o  burn any 
more. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  w e  burned t h e  l a s t  v i l l a g e  w e  went t o .  

Q Was it your  impress ion  t h a t  du r ing  t h e  beg inn ing
of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  t h e  miss ion  w a s  t o  burn a l l  t h e  hootches  
and then  a t  some p o i n t  an o r d e r  was r ece ived  changing t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  t o  s t o p  burn ing?  

A.  I would say  t h a t  w a s  p r e t t y  w e l l  my impress ion  
o f  it. 
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Q Did you s t o p  using demol i t ions  on t h e  bunkers 
a t  some p o i n t ?  

A, W e l l ,  t h e  l a s t  s e r i e s  of demol i t i ons ,  i n  t h a t  
one v i l l a g e  w e  used a l l  of our  demol i t ions  up. 

Q. Used it up? 

A. Y e s  , and a f t e r  t h a t  w e  never  used demol i t ions  . 
& I n  t h a t  l a s t  v i l l a g e  when you were us ing  up your
demol i t ions  they  d i d  no t  burn--the o r d e r  had already--I 'm 
s u r e  n o t  t o  burn o r  d i d  t h a t  v i l l a g e  burn too?  

A .  I t h i n k  a few hootches w e r e  burned b u t  no t  a l l  
o f  them. 

Q Bnd you didn ' t see any dead bodies of Vietnamese 
a l l  day? Any wounded Vietnamese? 

A. No, t h e  v i l l a g e s  were d e s e r t e d  a s  f a r  a s  I could 
t e l l .  

COL W I L S O N :  Do you remember s e e i n g  any ARVN m i l i t a r y  wi th  
you a s  you moved down t h e  c o a s t ?  A s  you moved down toward 
t h e  s o u t h ,  toward t h e  r i v e r ?  

A .  W e l l ,  I remember t h a t  ARVN coming i n  t h a t  f i r s t  
day b u t  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  mission I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q When d i d  you g e t  your resupply  of  demol i t i ons ,  
t h e  nex t  resupply  of demol i t ions?  

A .  When w e  moved back up t o  t h i s  a r e a ,  r i g h t  he re .  

Q W e l l ,  t h i s  would be t h e  same area--was it t h e  
n i g h t  t h a t  you went i n t o  l a a g e r  a f t e r  you went down t o  t h e  
t i p  where you go t  t o  t h e  ocean? You s a i d  you got  t o  t h e  
ocean t h e  f i r s t  t ime t h a t  day? 

A. Y e s ,  r i g h t .  

Q When you went back and l aage red  t h a t  n i g h t  i s  
t h a t  when you g o t  your resupply of demo? 
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A. Y e s .  

Q. Did you have about  t h e  same demol i t ion  load  
t h a t  you came i n  wi th  o r i g i n a l l y ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  we o rde red  t h a t  
much. 

Q. Okay. Did anything occur  t h a t  n i g h t  t h a t  you 
can remember? Anything of importance o r  t h a t  day going b-ack 
t o  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a ?  Any more demol i t ion  requirements?  

A. W e  j u s t  walked r i g h t  back up. No more demo-
l i t i o n s ,  no more burn ing ,  no more nothing.  

Q No more noth ing  f o r  anybody. You go t  back up
t h e r e  and l aage red  t h a t  n i g h t .  Did anything happen t h a t  you 
can r e c a l l ?  

A. W e l l ,  w e  t i e d  up wi th  C h a r l i e  Company. T h a t ' s  
when they  had a l l  t h e  cadre  s i t t i n g  o u t  t h e r e .  

Q No, y o u ' r e  o u t  t h e r e  on t h e  c o a s t a l  a r e a .  C h a r l i e  
Company, i f  y o u ' l l  r e c a l l  going s o u t h ,  i f  you r e c a l l  going 
down t o  t h e  beach t h a t  day. Remember when you were moving 
a l l  t h e  way down, i f  you would have looked o f f  t o  your  r i g h t  
you probably would have seen  some smoke and heard  f i r i n g .  

A. I heard f i r i n g .  

Q W e l l ,  t h e r e  was a r i v e r  over  between you. T h a t ' s  
where C h a r l i e  Company was, and they  s t a y e d  over  t h e r e .  

A. . Oh, when w e  came back w e  s t a y e d  i n  t h a t  cemetery. 

Q. Probably.  

A .  W e  s'topped n e a r  t h e  v i l l a g e  and I remember dig-
ging a foxhole  r i g h t  n e x t  t o  a grave.  So w e  camped i n  a 
cemetery t h a t  n i g h t .  

Q Anything happen t h a t  n i g h t ?  Did you g e t  a h o t  
meal? 

A. I b e l i e v e  s o .  
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a .  And you got  your resupply? 

A. W e  had milk and a ho t  meal t h a t  n i g h t .  

? Anythinq e l s e  happen? Did .  you see any i n t e r -
roga t ions  o r  ARVN people around t h e r e ?  

A. No. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  The nex t  morning you s t a r t e d  moving 
n o r t h ,  passed by t h a t  b r i d g e ,  probably went r i g h t  back 
through t h a t  v i l l a g e  t h a t  you h i t  t h e  second day,  passed 
by t h a t  b r i d g e  and picked up 3d Platoon of B Company, which 
s t a y e d  up the r . e ,  and k e p t  on moving up toward t h e  v i l l a g e  
up on t h e  n o r t h .  

A. Right.  

Q And you rounded up a bunch of people ,  and t h e r e  
was a MEDCAP up t h e r e ?  

A. Right ,  a bunch -ofmedics. I remember a l l  t h e s e ,  
w e  surrounded t h e  v i l l a g e  I b e l i e v e ,  and they  i n t e r r o g a t e d  
a whole bunch of people.  

Q. On t h e  way up t h e r e  d i d  anyth ing  unusual happen? 
Any change i n  o rde r s  o r  was t h e r e  any burning t h a t  day? 

A. No, t h e r e  w a s n ' t  any burn ing ,  

Q Any a c t i o n  a t  a l l ?  Any exp los ives  be ing  handled? 
Did you have any demoli t ion requirements?  

A. No. 

Q- You were s t i l l  c a r r y i n g  t h a t  heavy load? 

A. Y e s .  

Q What happened up t h e r e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  anything? 
Did you a l l ,  d i d  you f i n d  any 105 rounds up t h e r e  t h a t  had 
t o  be d isposed  o f ?  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  t h ink  s o .  They used us a s  s e c u r i t y  t o  
h e l p  guard t h e  v i l l a g e .  I remember I was r i g h t  down on t h e  
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c o a s t  l i n e ,  r i g h t  n e x t  t o  t h e  ocean.  I s t o o d  t h e r e  a l l  day 
long  p l ay ing  guard.  

Q A l l  t h e s e  Vietnamese were coming i n  t h e r e ?  Is 
t h a t  where t hey  w e r e  sending  them? Down t h e r e ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q Did you see t h e  medics come i n ?  

A. I t h i n k  I seen  them come i n ,  y e s .  

Q S t a r t  g i v i n g  them s h o t s  and a l l  t h a t ?  

A.  Y e s .  C 
G 

Do you recall  anyth ing  ununusal  happening t h a t  5Q 
day? Did you see any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s ' g o i n g  on o r  any of  
t h e s e  people  be ing  s e l e c t e d ,  t aken  a s i d e  t o  i n t e r r o g a t e ?  

u: 
A. W e  had one hootch I t h i n k  they  were t a k i n g  them \-

t h e  people  i n t o .  

Q Where d i d  t h e s e  people  come from t h a t  w e r e  a s k i n g
t h e  q u e s t i o n s ?  Did t h e y  come i n  by h e l i c o p t e r  o r  had t h e y  
been w i t h  t h e  u n i t ?  

A. I t h i n k  they  came i n  by h e l i c o p t e r .  

Q. Did you see t h e s e  people  going i n  and o u t  of t h a t  
hootch? 

A. W e l l ,  I t h i n k  t h e  on ly  t ime I seen  them I was 
running  around h u n t i n g  f o r  some wa te r .  I t h i n k  I s e e n  them 
going i n  and o u t .  I t h i n k  t h e  c a p t a i n  and h i g h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  
w e r e  a l l  around t h a t  a r e a  going i n  and o u t .  * 

Q A r e  you t a l k i n g  about  t h e  company commander o r  
ano the r  c a p t a i n ?  

A.  I b e l i e v e  it was t h e  company commander. 

Q a Did you s e e  any of  t h o s e  i n t e r p r e t e r s  t h a t  I 
showed you e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  photographs up t h e r e ?  
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A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. Did you s e e  any people  t h e r e  t h a t  were wi th  t h e  
company t h a t  day t h a t  h a d n ' t  been wi th  them t h e  p a s t  2 o r  3 
days? 

A. No. 

Q- No new faces?  

A. W e l l ,  I--

Q- ( I ~ t e r p o s i n g )  Well ,  they were a l l  new t o  you.
What about t h e s e  people  t h a t  w e r e  going i n  and o u t  of t h e  
hootch.  Did they look they had been m i s t r e a t e d  o r  anything 
when they  came o u t ?  Beat up? 

A. I t h i n k  they  w e r e  m i s t r e a t e d ,  y e s ,  

(2. D i d  you see them? 

A. I d i d n ' t  s e e  them be ing  m i s t r e a t e d .  I t  was 
j u s t  t h a t  hootch.  

Q. There was supposed t o  be one VC suspec t  picked 
up up t h e r e .  Did you s.ee him a t  a l l ?  

A .  There was two of them. 

Q Two of them? 

A. Y e s .  

Q D i d  you s e e  them? 

A. Y e s .  

Q What happened t o  them? 

A .  They took them o u t  on a chopper. 

Q. They d i d  t a k e  them o u t .  Did they  g e t  i n t e r -
roga ted  b e f o r e  they l e f t ?  

A. Y e s .  
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Q Did they look l i k e  they were a l l  r i g h t  when they  
l e f t ?  

A.  Yes. 

Q Did you hear  any a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  coming i n  t h e r e  
t h a t  day? Marking rounds,  t h a t  af ternoon? Did you s e e  a 
woman brought i n  with a  b e a t  up l e g ?  

A. Yes, d e f i n i t e l y  I seen he r .  

Q Was she  i n  bad shape? 

A.  I d o n ' t  know how she  was l i v i n g  when they  
brought h e r  up t h e r e .  

Q. Was t h e  l e g  gone? 

A .  No, it was l a i d  wide open from h e r  t o e s  t o  t h e  
t o p  of  h e r  th igh .  

Q How d i d  t h i s  happen do you know? 

A .  Well, t h e  Vietnamese s a i d  t h a t  a round, an a r t -
i l l e r y  round had h i t  her .  . 

Q Is t h a t  what it was? . 
A.  Yes, it could poss ib ly  have been.  I d o n ' t  know 
anything e l s e  t h a t  could have l a i d  it open l i k e  t h a t .  

Q This i s  what t h e  a r t i l l e r y  forward observer  
thought too .  There was some ques t ion  as  t o  whether she had 
h i t  a mine t h e r e .  A mine wouldn ' t  have done t h i s ?  

A .  I t  probably would have blown h e r  l e g  o f f  i n s t e a d  
of opening it up l i k e - - I  saw h e r  l e g  and it was open t o  t h e  
bone, you know, t h e  bone was a l l  r i g h t .  

Q Yes, a l l  t h e  way down? 

A.  Right ,  from t h e  t o p  of h e r  th igh  down t o  h e r  
t o e s .  I d o n ' t  know how she  was s t i l l  a l i v e .  I never  i n  
my l i f e  saw anything l i k e  t h a t ,  t h a t  c l o s e .  

40 
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Q The Vietnamese had brought  h e r  i n .  How long  
# 

w a s  s h e  t h e r e  b e f o r e  they  evacua ted  h e r ?  

A. Oh, I suppose she  w a s  t h e r e ,  when they  brought  
h e r  i n  it w a s  close t o  dusk and t h e y  c a l l e d  a chopper i n .  
A couple  of medics went ove r  and t h e r e  w a s n ' t  no th ing  they  
cou ld  do. They j u s t  g ive  h e r  a s h o t  of morphine and pu t  
some bandages on it. I t  w a s n ' t  t o o  long  a f t e r  s h e  g o t  
t h e r e  t h a t  t h e y  medevac'd h e r  o u t .  

Q =  Did t h e  Vietnamese that brought  h e r  i n  appear  
t o  p r e t t y  angered? 

A,  Y e s ,  d e f i n i t e l y .  

Q They were. You could  t e l l  t h a t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Were t h e r e  any i n t e r p r e t e r s  around t o  t a l k  t o  them? 

A.  Y e s .  I c o u l d n ' t  unders tand them b u t  t hey  w e r e  
sc reaming ,  p o i n t i n g ,  and h o l l e r i n g .  

Q. And they  g o t  h e r  o u t  of  t h e r e ?  

A .  They medevac'd h e r  o u t  on a chopper.  

Q You s t a y e d  t h e r e  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q You g o t  a  mor ta r  a t t a c k ?  

A .  Y e s ,  d e f i n i t e l y .  W e  l o s t  a few men t h a t  n i g h t .  

Q *  Y e s .  They medevac'd t h o s e  f e l l o w s  o u t  t h e r e  i n  
da rkness ,  r i g h t ,  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  one t h a t  w a s  k i l l e d ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q What happened t o  them? 

A .  W e l l ,  I t h i n k  t h e r e  was s i x  of them. W e  was--I 
d o n ' t  know, t h e y  brought  i n  a h o t  meal f o r  us and everybody 
a te  t h e i r  f i l l .  
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9 

Q. You're t a l k i n g  about  t h a t  n i g h t  o r  t h e  nex t  
morning? 

A. The n e x t  day,  l a t e  n e x t  day. 

Q Okay. 

A .  I know they  had a l l  t h e s e  mashed p o t a t o e s ,  h o t  
p o t a t o e s ,  whatever you c a l l  them, l e f t  over .  So they  gave 
them t o  t h e  Vietnamese who I guess w e r e  hungry. Somebody, 
thought  it would be a cool  i d e a  t o ,  you know, f eed  them. 
They made them e a t  a l l  t h e  p o t a t o e s , .  and I mean t h e r e  was 
p l e n t y  of p o t a t o e s .  They fo rced  them t o  e a t  a l l  t h e s e  even 
a f t e r  they go t  s i c k  and threw up. They k e p t  on f o r c i n g  -4--.! 
them t o  e a t  more. CQ 

Ll.3 

This  i s  s i x  VC s u s p e c t s ?  They go t  s i c k ?  

Yeah. 

Who was i n  t h e r e ?  

A .  I saw it happen. I c a n ' t  remember t h e  names, you 
know. 

cl Were they  Americans o r  Vietnamese? 

A. Americans. 

Q Any Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r s  involved? How d i d  
they make them e a t  i t ?  How d i d  they  t a l k  t o  them? 

A.  I t h i n k  they--well ,  t hey  j u s t  s e t  them down i n  
a l i t t l e  c i rc le  and se t  t h e  po ta toes  i n  between them. 

Q- Oh, they  were fo rce  feeding  them, I see. 

A.  They g lad ly  a t e  it a f i r s t .  They r e a l l y  thought  
they  were g e t t i n g  t r e a t e d  g r e a t .  

Q. Were t h e i r  hands t i e d ?  

A.  I th ink  they  u n t i e d  them when they  l e t  them e a t .  
They w e r e  t i e d  behind t h e i r  backs.  They had them climb up 
t r e e s  and throw coconuts down f o r  us and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  
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Q- T h a t ' s  b e f o r e  t hey  f o r c e  f e e d  them? 

A. Y e s .  

MR WALSH: Was Capta in  MICHLES around when t h i s  happened? 

A. I t h i n k  so .  

Q - How about  L ieu t enan t  WILLINGHAM? 

A. I b e l i e v e  so .  I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e .  

Q - Do you know a spec  4 o r  spec  5 who could  t a l k  
Vietnamese? 

A. Yeah, I t h i n k  t h a t  was t h e  guy t h a t  was f eed ing  
them, t h a t  was around them. 

Q- Did you e v e r  s e e  h i m  do any o t h e r  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  
e i t h e r  t h a t  n i g h t  o r  t h e  n e x t  day? 

A. Not b e s i d e s  them s i x .  

-., Q =  Did you s e e  him us ing  a k n i f e ,  p u t t i n g  s a l t  i n  
' '7-. t h e  wounds on t h e  backs of  d e t a i n e e s  hands? 

A. N o ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so .  

37 
3 COL WILSON: Did you e v e r  see t h i s  man i n  E x h i b i t  P-215? 
33 

A. H e  l ooks  f a m i l i a r ,  ye s .  

Q - Was h e  one of  t h e  s i x  y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about?  

A. I would s a y ,  y e s ,  I t h i n k  s o .  E i t h e r  t h a t  o r  
h e ' s  one o f  t h e  two down by t h e  beach.  I mean, you know, 
b u t  he d e f i n i t e l y  looks  f a m i l i a r  t o  m e .  

Q Were t h e s e  s i x  t h a t  w e r e  f o r c e d  f e d  on t h e  1 9 t h  
i n  t h e  area on t h e  18 th?  Had they  a l r e a d y  been de t a ined?  

A. The n i g h t  be fo re?  Yes. 

Q - Had they  been t r e a t e d  a l l  r i g h t  t h e n  o r  had they
been g iven  a h a r d  t ime t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e ?  
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A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  they were t r e a t e d  rough t h e  n i g h t  
be fo re .  I th ink  it was t h e  next  day, a f t e r  we had t h e  mor-
t a r  a t t a c k .  

MR WALSH: They made them e a t  po ta toes  t h e  n i g h t  before?  

A .  No. 

Q That was t h e  next  day? 

A. That was t h e  next  day. 

Q You mentioned two de ta inees  and s i x  de ta inees .  
Is t h e r e  any way t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  r e l a t i v e  time? 

A.  Well, t h e  two de ta inees  were taken i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e  
and choppered o u t ,  whereas t h e  s i x  were up i n  t h e  same a r e a  4s 

CB
where they brought t h e  woman with t h e  l e g  wound. They were LC) 
i n  that--we had j u s t  a l i t t l e  per imeter ,  you know, formed a 
perimeter  f o r  t h e  n i g h t ,  and t h a t  I s  where t h e  s i x  were. 

Q The two were a l s o  de ta ined  on t h e  18 th?  

A.  I t  was t h e  same day b u t  they were a l ready ou t  of  
t h e  area. 

COL WILSON: Do you have any f u r t h e r  testimony o r  s ta tement  
t o  make t h a t  might a s s i s t  us i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, T r e a l l y  d o n ' t .  I ' v e  been r e c a l l i n g  a l o t  
of  t h i n g s  r i g h t  here  i n  t h i s  room, t h a t  I ,  you know, never 
dreamed of before  I came i n  here .  

Q Were you ever  ques t ioned about t h i s  opera t ion  
whi le  you were i n  Vietnam? 

A. No. 

Q Do you have any knowledge of  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  
i n q u i r i e s  t h a t  were being conducted? 

A .  No. 

Q id you c a r r y  a camera? 

No. 

Q Anybody you know c a r r y  a camera? MARTIN c a r r y  
a camera? 
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A .  I c a r r i e d  a camera and I t h i n k  it was on t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  mission,  b u t  my camera got s t o l e n  whi le  I was 
over  t h e r e .  I had t h e  r o l l  of f i l m  i n  it. 

Q That  was t h i s  r o l l  of f i l m  I suppose? 

A.  Right.  I was r e a l l y  shook up about it a t  t h e  
t ime. I had gone t o  a Vietnamese, r i g h t  he re  a t  Dot t i e  
t h e r e  was a l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  t h e r e  and I l e f t  it i n  a t r u c k .  
Someone j u s t  grabbed it and took o f f .  I had made f r i e n d s  
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  s o  I went down and checked and some G I  
bought it. The f i lm was s t i l l  i n  t h e  camera un less  who-
e v e r  s t o l e  i t  took t h e  f i l m  o u t .  

Q This i s  t h a t  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  near  Dot t i e?  

A. Yes. 

Q How d id  t h e  people up a t  D o t t i e  get along with 
t h e  v i l l a g e r s ?  Did they have any problems? 

A. Not a t  a l l .  A s  f a r  a s  I was concerned t h a t  was 
t h e  b e s t  r e l a t i o n s  I had eve r  had with t h e  Vietnamese. I 
was i n v i t e d  t o  a Vietnamese d inner  a couple of t imes a t  t h i s  
one Vietnamese hootch. I j u s t  got  along r e a l  w e l l  with a l l  
of them. 

Q. How about t h e  o t h e r  people up a t  Dot t i e?  Did 
they  seem t o  be--

A.  ( In te rpos ing)  The p lace  was pu t  o f f  l i m i t s  t o  
a l l  t h e  i n f a n t r y .  

Q Is t h a t  r i g h t .  

A .  Engineers were alone.  No one was allowed t o  go 
i n t o  t h e  town. 

Q- You don' t have any documentary evidence on t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion ,  such as  t a p e  recordings o r  notebooks 
o r  memos o r  any t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ,  t h a t  might h e l p  us? 

A. N o ,  I d o n ' t .  
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A . .  I heard t h a t  a women had been raped i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e  when t h e  two p r i s o n e r s  w e r e  t a k e n ,  by seven men. 

Q. By what? 

A. By seven d i f f e r e n t  men. I never  saw it o r  L 
never--I j u s t  heard t h a t  they  had found a good looking 
g i r l ,  and seven men had t aken  advantage of  h e r .  

Q. These a r e  U.S., Americans? 

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  yes .  

Q- W a s  t h i s  up t h e r e  i n  t h e  n o r t h ,  t h e  l a s t  day 
y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about ;  when they w e r e  s ea rch ing?  

A. W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  when t h e  medics w e r e  up i n  t h e r e .  

Q T h a t ' s  t h e  day. Do you know where t h i s  was? 

A .  The v i l l a g e .  

Q. But whereabouts? 

A.  I n  t h e  v i l l a g e  i t s e l f ?  

Q. Y e s .  

A .  I s u r e  don' t. 

Q Do you know which p la toon  it was? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say  because,  you know, I was on guard.  
I d o n ' t  even know f o r  s u r e  where I heard  it. I t  j u s t  s t i c k s  
i n  my mind. 

Q. Who t o l d  you? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. I d o n ' t  remember, you know, s t u f f  
l i k e  t h a t  j u s t  goes around. I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you what man 
it was. 

Q - . Did you h e a r ' i t  from more than  one man? 

A .  I t h i n k  it was more o r  less hushed. I t  w a s n ' t  
spread  around. I saw something l i k e ,  you know, t h a t  occur-
r e d  be fo re .  I heard  of it b e f o r e  on s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  oc-
cas ions .  I t  w a s n ' t  no th ing  new. 
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Q S t a r t e d  b e f o r e  Task Force Barker?  

A. I can ' t say  t h a t  I hea rd ,  you know, s p e c i f i c  
i n c i d e n t s ,  b u t  I ' m  s u r e  I heard  rumors. 

Q Any p a r t i c u l a r  u n i t ?  

A.  I don' t know. 

Q. Now, i f  you w e r e  i n v i t e d  o u t  t o  d i n n e r  w i t h  t h e  
Vietnamese you probably go t  a long  wi th  them p r e t t y  good. 
Was anyth ing  wrong w i t h  t h e  system of d e s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  
bunkers t h a t  you w e r e  u s ing ,  a s  you moved sou th  on t h i s  
day,  wi thout  some compassion f o r  t h e s e  people? 

A.  Most d e f i n i t e l y .  A s  f a r  a s  I was concerned when 
I was blowing t h e s e  bunkers ,  *ere w a s n ' t  anybody i n  them. 
I was . j u s t  d e s t r o y i n g  them. That I s  it. 

Q There was no ques t ion  i n  your mind about  anybody
b e i n g  i n  those  bunkers?  

A. A t  t h e  t i m e ,  no. 

Q - Was t h i s  a procedure t h a t  was normal o r  was any-
t h i n g  uctusual about t h i s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ?  

A. I t  w a s n ' t  normal because on any o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n  
I wasn ' t  r e q u i r e d  t o  go around and blow a l l  t h e  bunkers i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e  l i k e  t h a t .  

& Did you e v r  do it again?  

A. I don1t b e l i e v e  s o .  

Q That was t h e  only t i m e  they  d i d  it l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. Yes. 

Q D i d  you know t h a t  this was t h e  way it was going 
t o  be  done b e f o r e  you went o u t  t h e r e ,  o r  was t h i s  j u s t  some-
t h i n g  t h a t  s o r t  o f  developed whi le  you w e r e  a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r ?  

A. No, I was j u s t  t o l d  t o  do it, and t h a t ' s  what I d id .  
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Q You were a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  when a l l  t h i s  happened? 

A. Y e s .  

(2 What's your  f e e l i n g  abou t  what happened ahead as  
f a r  a s  t h e s e  bunkers were concerned? Did you feel  t h a t  
t hey  had k i l l e d  a l o t  of  people  down i n  t h o s e  bunkers?  

A .  A t  t h e  t ime ,  I never--my impress ion  of most of  
t h e  v i l l a g e s  w a s  t h a t  t hey  were p r e t t y  w e l l  d e s e r t e d .  The 
people  had a l r e a d y  p u l l e d  o u t  of t h e  a r e a .  

Q When you say  they p u l l e d  o u t  o f  t h e  a r e a ,  had 
t h e  v i l l a g e s  been i n h a b i t e d  and t h e  people  had l e f t  because 
of t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  They w e r e n ' t  d e s e r t e d ?  

A. NO,  t hey  werenqt d e s e r t e d .  They had been l i v e d  
i n  s h o r t l y  b e f o r e .  They heard  us coming and they  had g o t  o u t  
o f  t h e  a r e a .  , 

Q. On t h e  b a s i s  of .  what you h e a r d ,  t h a t  happened
t h e  f i r s t  day? I f  you had a chance t o  t a l k  t o  t h e  people  
i n  t h e  1st P la toon ,  d i d  you g e t  any i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  
was a bad o p e r a t i o n  o r  an o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  day t h a t  k i l l e d  
u n n e c e s s a r i l y  a lot c f  people?  

A. W e l l ,  I remember h e a r i n g  something l i k e  18 
people  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  r i g h t  
around t h e  t i m e  when they  was i n t e r r o g a t i n g  t h e  o l d  man. 
They c a l l e d  up on t h e  r a d i o  and s a i d  t h e y  had encountered 
r e s i s t a n c e  and something l i k e  1 8 ,  I donqt know t h e  s p e c i f i c  
number of people  t h a t  were k i l l e d .  I never  hea rd  what 
happened t o  t h e  people. I never  d i d  see them. 

MR WALSH: Try t o  remember what it w a s  t h a t  you r e c a l l  about  
t h e  t h r e e  people?  Did you see t h e  bod ie s?  

A .  No. I f  t hey  were l y i n g  out--I 'm t r y i n g  t o  pu t  
it i n  my mind because I remember about  t h i s  bunker and 
somebody s a i d  t h e r e  w a s  t h r e e  people  i n  t h e r e .  Now, i t  is  
p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  bodies  w e r e  l y i n g  t h e r e  because I ' v e  s e e n ,  
you know, I ' v e  s een  a l o t  of them. But I c a n ' t  p i c t u r e  i n  
my mind l i k e  t h e s e  s i x  o t h e r  peop le ,  you know, I can ' t p ic -
t u r e  i n  my mind e x a c t l y  where i t  was b u t  I c a n ' t  p i c t u r e  
t h r e e  people  l y i n g ,  you know, bod ie s .  I j u s t  c a n ' t  do it. 
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. 
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Q. Were they  men, women, c h i l d r e n ?  Do you r e c a l l  
anything l i k e  t h a t ?  

A.  .I t h i n k  they w e r e  men, women, and c h i l d r e n .  Like 
I say I c a n ' t  p i c t u r e  them. I ' m  not  p o s i t i v e  when I say t h a t .  

Q A l l  you recal l - -you remember something about a 
bunker t h a t  had t h r e e  people  i n  it t h a t  were k i l l e d .  But 
you c a n ' t  remember i f  they  were i n  t h e  bunker o r  o u t s i d e  
t h e  bunker o r  how they  were k i l l e d  o r  anything about  i t ?  

A .  Well; no,  because they  were i n  t h e  bunker when 
t h e  demol i t ion  was thrown i n .  

a- Right.  

A .  That e v i d e n t l y  broke t h e i r  eardrums. I n  t h a t  c a s e  
they  e i t h e r  come o u t  o r  t h e y ' d  s t a y  i n  t h e r e ,  you know. I f  
t hey  came ou t  I d o n ' t  know what happened t o  them, o r  i f  t hey  
s t a y e d  i n  t h e r e  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  anybody would go i n  a f t e r  be-
cause it t a k e s  q u i t e  a man t o  go i n  a bunker a f t e r  t h r e e  V i e t -
namese. You d o n ' t  know what y o u ' r e  i n  f o r .  

Q Then someone had t o l d  you t h a t  t h e r e  were t h r e e  
people  i n  t h e  bunker and somebody had thrown t h e  charge i n  
t h e r e  b e f o r e  you go t  t h e r e .  

A. Yes. 

Q T h a t ' s  a l l .  You c a n ' t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any bodies  
o r  what t h e  bunker looked l i k e ?  

A. I remember t h e  bunker. 

Q You can remember what t h e  bunker looked l i k e ?  

A.  Y e s .  Well ,  you can go i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and every  
bunker i n  t h e  whole darn v i l l a g e  i s  b u i l t  t h e  same. I t  was 
r i g h t  nex t  t o  a hootch ,  b u i l t  i n  t h e  ground. 

Q D o  you remember someone t e l l i n g  you t h a t  t h r e e  
people  t h a t  were i n  t h e r e  came o u t  and were s h o t ?  

A .  Evident ly  t h i s  i s  what happened. 
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COL WILSON: I would l i k e  t o  r eques t  t h a t  you not d i scuss  
your testimony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  with o t h e r s  inc lud ing  
o t h e r  wi tnesses  f o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  except  a s  you may be 
requ i red  t o  do s o  before  competent j u d i c i a l  or l e g i s l a t i v e  
body, Thank you very much f o r  coming. 
help.  

You've been a b i g  

The hea r ing  w i l l  r ecess .  

1970 .) 
(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1705 hours ,  3 February 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: HAWKINS, Ca lv in  L .  SP5 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 6 February  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: 26 th  E n g i n e e r s ,  
Demol i t ions  S p e c i a l i s t .  

1. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  a t t e n d  M E D I N A ' s  b r i e f i n g  
(pg.  2 ) .  H e  was t o l d  by h i s  p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t  t o  blow 
up t h o s e  t h i n g s  he  w a s  o r d e r e d  t o  blow up (pg.  2 ) .  H e  
was informed t h a t  t h i s  was a s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  o p e r a t i o n  
and t h a t  e v e r y t h i n g  would be  d e s t r o y e d  (pg.  2 ) .  H i s  p l a t o o n  
s e r g e a n t  s a i d  n o t h i n g  abou t  t h e  peop le  t h e y  encoun te red  
i n  the v i l l a g e  (pg.  3 ) .  HAWKINS h e a r d  from t h e  o t h e r  
s o l d i e r s  t h a t  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  My L a i  had been  warned 
t o  l e a v e  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 1 5 ) .  

2 .  ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 

a. Ac t ions  a t  Mv L a i .  

They l anded  on t h e  LZ a t  t h e  w e s t  end  o f  t h e  
v i l l a g e  and w a i t e d  sometime w h i l e  t h e  t r o o p s  moved 
th rough  it (pgs .  6 ,  1 6 ) . A f t e r  t h e  s h o o t i n g  w a s  o v e r  h e  
walked th rough  t h e  v i l l a g e  w i t h  t h e  command group (pgs .  4 ,  
5 ) .  "Hot Rod" H E M I N G ,  a n o t h e r  d e m o l i t i o n s  man, accompanied 
him (pg. 3 ) . They d i d  n o t  m e e t  any r e s i s t a n c e  a s  t h e y  went 
th rough (pgs .  5 ,  1 2 ) .  A s  h eh e  went t h rough  My ~ a i  saw 
b o d i e s  s c a t t e r e d  a b o u t  (pgs .  4 ,  1 6 ) .  T h e i r  g e n e r a l  r o u t e  
was e a s t  t o  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  where t h e y  took  t h e  
main t r i a l  s o u t h  (pg .  1 6 ) .  A s  t h e y  proceeded  t h e  men 
s e a r c h e d  b u i l d i n g s  and h e  blew up two enemy bunkers  (pgs .  4 ,  
11). HAWKINS remembered t h a t  CARTER s h o t  h i m s e l f ,  b u t  h e  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1243 h o u r s ,  6 February 
1970.) 

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  MR WEST, MAJ 
ZYCHOldSKI and MAJ COOP. 

The nex t  w i tnes s  i s  S p e c i a l i s t  Five Calv in  L ,  
IawKINS, 

(SP5 HAWKINS was c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, and 
t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows  :) 

RCDR : W i l l  you s t a t e  your  f u l l  name, g rade ,  S o c i a l  Secu-
r i t y  number, branch of s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n ?  

A .  Calvin  Louis HALJKINS, S p e c i a l i s t  F i v e ,  Uni ted 
S t a t e s  Army, Company F ,  2d B a t t a l i o n ,  1st Br igade ,  F o r t  
Leonard Wood, Missour i .  

RCDR : Would you t e l l  us your  S o c i h l  Secur i - ty  number? 

MR WEST: S p e c i a l i s t  HAWKINS, have you r ead  o u r  E x h i b i t  M-57 
which t e l l s  about  t h e  n a t u r e  and purpose of t h i s  i n q u i r y ?  

A .  Right .  

Q. Have you r e c e i v e d  an o r d e r  from t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge
i n  e i t h e r  of  t h e  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  c a s e s  of  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  v.  
Ca l l ey  o r  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  v. M i t c h e l l ?  

A.  No, sir.  

Q T h i s  would have t o  do w i t h  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t es t imony.  
You h a v e n ' t  r e c e i v e d  such a l e t t e r ?  

A. N O ,  sir .  

Q S p e c i a l i s t  HAWKINS, what w a s  your  du ty  assignment 
and your  o u t f i t  back on t h e  1 6 t h  of March 1968? 

A .  My o u t f i t  was t h e  26th Engineers ;  my duty  a s s ign -
ment was demol i t i ons  s p e c i a l i s t .  

Q Where w a s  your  r e g u l a r  p o s t  of  du ty?  Was t h i s  
Landing Zone D o t t i e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  my r e g u l a r  p o s t  o f  du ty  was a t  Duc Pho. 
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Q. On o r  about  t h i s  t ime were you a t  Landing Zone 
D o t t i e ?  

A. R igh t ,  sir. 

Q Do you remember going o u t  on an o p e r a t i o n  on t h e  
16 th  wi th  C/1/20? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q =  Did you a t t e n d  t h e  b r i e f i n g  which Cap ta in  MEDINA 
gave C h a r l i e  Company i n  t h e  l a te  a f t e rnoon  o r  evening  of 
15 March a t  Landing Zone D o t t i e ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q - Did you spend t h e  n i g h t  t h e r e  a t  Landing Zone 
D o t t i e  o r  d i d  you come i n  i n  t h e  morning? 

A.  I s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t  t h e r e ,  sir.  

Q. You d i d n ' t  a t t e n d  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q - Did you h e a r  anybody d i s c u s s  t h e  b r i e f i n g  la ter  
on? What w a s  s a i d ?  

A. W e l l ,  my p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t  he came back down and 
t o l d  us  what w a s  happening,  where we w a s  going,  because w e  had 
vo lun tee red  t o  go. 

Q. Would you t e l l  us  what he s a i d  about  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. W e l l ,  my p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t  t o l d  us  t h a t  w e  w a s  go ing  
o u t  t o  do demo work f o r  C/1/20 and t h a t  w a s  it. To blow bun-
k e r s  were t h e  on ly  t h i n g s  we w e r e  t o l d  t o  blow up. 

Q - Did he t e l l  you what k i n d  of an o p e r a t i o n  t h i s  was 
supposed t o  be? 

A. I t  was supposed t o  be a s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  miss ion .  

Q. What d i d  you unders tand  t h a t  t o  be ,  s e a r c h  and 
des t roy?  

A. To, whatever  w e  f i n d ,  t o  d e s t r o y  it. 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q- How about  t h e  Vietnamese people  t h a t  might be 
l i v i n g  t h e r e ?  

A. H e  d i d n ' t  s a y  anyth ing  about  t h e  peop le ,  s i r ,  

Q. Who also w a s  t o  go w i t h  you on t h i s  assignment? 

A. PFC HEMING. 

Q. D o  you know h i s  f i r s t  name? 

A .  I d o n ' t ,  sir. I b e l i e v e  i t ' s  Cha r l e s  b u t  I ' m  n o t  
s u r e .  

Q. Did he have a nickname? 

A. " H o t  Rod," sir. 

Q Had you been o u t  w i t h  C h a r l i e  Company b e f o r e ?  

A.  N o I  sir. 

Q- How about  HEMING? 

A. N o I  sir. 

Q- H e  h a d n ' t  been o u t  b e f o r e  e i t h e r ?  

A. NO, s ir .  

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: HAWKINS, you mentioned t h e  p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t .  
Do you know who your  p l a toon  s e r g e a n t  was? 

A. I know h i s  name. W e  used t o  c a l l  him "Bul l . "  

MR WEST: How about ANDERSON? 

A. I t  w a s n ' t  ANDERSON. H e  w a s  t h e  squad l e a d e r .  H e  
took  over  squad l e a d e r  f o r  m e .  

Q - You d o n ' t  recal l  h i s  name? 

A. N o .  

Q- What rank w a s  he? 

A. E-7,  sir. 

(HAWKINS) 3 
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Q L e t ' s  go t o  t h e  next  morning, S p e c i a l i s t  HAWKINS, 
and t h e  time t h a t  you got  out  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  t h e r e  a t  t h e  
landing  zone nea r  t h e  l i t t l e  hamlet of My Lai ( 4 ) .  You have 
i n  f r o n t  0.f you an enlarged v e r t i c a l  a e r i a l  photograph of  My 
Lai ( 4 )  and t h e  v i c i n i t y ,  en te red  as  Exh ib i t  P-1. 

(MR WEST o r i e n t e d  t h e  wi tness  on t h e  a e r i a l  photo-
graph. ) 

On your l e f t  i s  Exh ib i t  MAP-4, s c a l e  1:25,000. 

(MR WEST o r i e n t e d  t h e  witness  on t h e  map.) 

Does t h i s  look a t  a l l  f a m i l i a r  t o  you now? 

A. I t  looks l i k e  t h e  landing  zone over  i n  he re  where 
we landed, over h e r e  where you s a i d .  

Q The p lan  f o r  Char l i e  Company was t o  move from west  
t o  e a s t  through t h e  hamlet. L a t e r  t h e  2d Platoon came up and 
e n t e r e d  t h i s  l i t t l e  hamlet c a l l e d  Binh Tay and as  you s a i d ,  it 
was a search  and des t roy  mission.  Could you t e l l  us what you 
d i d  and what you saw a f t e r  you go t  o u t  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  
morning? 

A.  A f t e r  I got  o u t  of t h e  he l i cop te r - - I  was t h e  l a s t  
one out--I ran  t o  a s h e l t e r  and f e l l  down on t h e  ground. 
A f t e r  t h e  shoot ing  and everyth ing  was over  with w e  moved 
through t h e  v i l l a g e .  When I go t  through up i n t o  t h e  c e n t e r  
of it I saw a l o t  of dead bodies  and we took a walk. The 
headquarters  p la toon ,  some of t h e  guys went through some of 
t h e  bu i ld ings  and searched them and i f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken they  
found one o l d  man. Then they moved on o u t  through and I blew 
up some bunkers then .  That w a s  a l l .  

Q D o  you remember a b i g  house on t h e  e a s t  end of t h e  
hamlet? A b i g  house where everyth ing  was locked up? 

A .  Oh, yes .  A b i g  b r i ck  house. I was supposed t o  
blow t h e  window ou t  s o  we could g e t  i n  b u t  I blew t h e  whole 
b u i l d i n g  down. 

Q We heard about t h a t .  L e t ' s  go back a l i t t l e  now. 
You were wa i t ing  t h e r e  i n  p o s i t i o n  a t  t h e  edge of t h e  landing  
zone. When you were t h e r e  wa i t ing  t o  go i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  d i d  
anybody shoot  a t  you, any h o s t i l e  f i r e ,  any r e s i s t a n c e  a t  a l l ?  
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A. No, s ir .  

Q. Let  me ask you t h i s ,  d i d  you move w i t h  t h e  com-
mand element,  t h e  company commander's group? 

A. I moved with t h e  company commander's group. 

Q. Did you know Captain MEDINA when you saw him? 

A. Right ,  sir. 

Q. Did you know any of h i s  te lephone o p e r a t o r s ,  RTO's? 

A. No, sir.  I wasn ' t  f a m i l i a r  with those  people.  

Q- There was MURRAY and John PAUL. WIDMER was a s p a r e
telephone opera to r .  

A. MURRAY, I be l i eve ,  was Colonel BARKER'S RTO. He 
volunteered  t o  go o u t  t h a t  morning. 

a- Well, he t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he was on t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
push. John PAUL was on t h e  company push t h a t  morning. Do 
you remember MARTIN, an RTO f o r  t h e  forward observer ,  Lieuten-
a n t  ALAUX? Was he t h e r e ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you know any of t h e  mortar p la toon people 
l i k e  Sergeant  MARONEY, K I N C H ,  and some of t h e  o t h e r s ?  

A. Well, I d i d n ' t  know them d i r e c t l y  bu t  I t a l k e d  
wi th  them. 

Q- Did you s e e  a photographer t h e r e  t h a t  morning? A 
fe l low named HAEBERLE and a r e p o r t e r  from t h e  PI0 detachment 
c a l l e d  ROBERTS? 

A. No, sir ,  I d i d n ' t  s e e  a photographer.  I d o n ' t  
@ow. 

Q. A s  you were wa i t ing  t h e r e  d i d  you s e e  t h e  company 
o r  p a r t s  of t h e  company move i n t o  t h e  hamlet? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I s a w  t h e  t a i l  end of it moving i n .  
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Q- But you w a i t e d  o u t s i d e  f o r  a wh i l e .  You w a i t e d  
f o r  Cap ta in  MEDINA and t h e  group moved? 

A.  Righ t ,  sir.  

Q. During t h a t  p e r i o d  wh i l e  you were o u t  t h e r e  on 
t h e  w e s t  end o f  My L a i  ( 4 )  do you remember Cap ta in  MEDINA 
go ing  down s o u t h  and coming back? 

A. No, sir. 

Q Could you mark on t h e  photograph t h e  approximate 
r o u t e  you took through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  I want t o  c l a r i f y  t h a t .  
I want t o  ask d i d  you fo l low MEDINA through a l l  t h e  t ime? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I d i d .  

Q. I f  you would mark your  r o u t e  you would be  s o r t  o f  
marking h i s  r o u t e  t oo?  

A. Right ,  sir. 

Q. Could you t a k e  t h i s  wh i t e  g r e a s e  p e n c i l  and a s  
b e s t  you can mark you pa th?  We unders tand  t h a t  Cap ta in  
MEDINA s e t  up a CP a long  about  i n  h e r e  about  mid-point  on t h e  
n o r t h  end of  ths v i l l a g e .  J ~ s kas b e s t  you can mark t h e  
r o u t e  you took .  

(The witnes ' s  d i d  a s  d i r e c t e d .  Photo as anno ta t ed  
by SP5 HAWKINS i s  l a t e r  e n t e r e d  i n t o  ev idence  a s  E x h i b i t  
P-219 .) 

A.  Then w e  went on o u t  t o  t h e  China Sea. 

Q e  Okay, l e t ' s  go back o v e r  it now. When you w e r e  
about  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  a r e  you s u r e  you d i d n ' t  
t h e n  move down t o  t h e  sou th  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  L e t  m e  
ask you i f  you remember anyth ing  about  a man i n  t h e  com-
pany be ing  s h o t  i n  t h e  f o o t  and a d u s t o f f  h e l i c o p t e r  coming 
i n  and g e t t i n g  him? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I remember t h a t .  

Q Now, d i d  you fo l low Capta in  MEDINA on down a t  t h a t  
t i m e  t o  see about  t h e  man t h a t  s h o t  h imse l f ?  
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A.  No, sir ,  I s t ayed  up by an o l d  wooden bu i ld ing .  
I s t ayed  up t h e r e .  

Q- I see .  You d i d n ' t  go down t h e r e ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q - Did anything happen around t h a t  b u i l d i n g  while  you 
were wa i t ing  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember, sir. 

Q- Then you waited t h e r e .  Where d i d  you r e j o i n  
Captain MEDINA? Did he come back up along t h e  path o r  some-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. Right ,  he came up along t h e  pa th  a f t e r  t h e  dus to f f  
took t h e  men ou t .  

9. Were t h e r e  a bunch of people with him? 

A. H i s  RTO I know was with him. 

Q- Do you remember anybody e l s e ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q- You seem t o  have q u i t e  a few people t r a i l i n g  along 
wi th  him t h a t  day. 

A. I know myself and "Hot Rod," we s t ayed  r i g h t  by h i s  
s i d e  t h e  whole t ime because he t o l d  us t o  s t a y  by him. 

Q. We've been t o l d  by John PAUL and o t h e r s  t h a t  t h e i r  
r a d i o s  t h a t  morning had loudspeakers a t t ached  and opera t ing  
s o  you d i d n ' t  have t o  use t h e  headse t  t o  r ece ive  t ransmis-  
s i o n s  over  t h e  r ad io .  Do you remember hear ing  messages coming 
i n  over t h e  r a d i o s ?  Hearing them over  t h e  loudspeaker? 

A. I could hear  them bu t  I d i d n ' t  pay them any a t t e n -  
t i o n ,  because I was scared .  

Q. You d o n ' t  remember anything t h a t  was s a i d ?  

A. No. 

Q. Let  me ask you one t h i n g  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  d i d  you 
hea r  a  message coming i n  about s topping  t h e  k i l l i n g  and then  
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Captain m D I N A  g i v i n g  some o r d e r s  about t h a t ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  swear on t h a t ;  I c o u l d n ' t .  

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  l e t ' s  back up aga in  where Captain 
MEDINA came back and you jo ined  him aga in .  T e l l  us  where 
you went from t h e r e .  

A. W e l l ,  w e  marched on down. it seemed l i k e  a main 
t r a i l .  

Q. Now, t h e  marks you made on t h e  map i n d i c a t e  t h a t  
you moved t h e r e  from t h e  s o u t h e a s t  co rne r  of t h e  hamlet  and 
on ac ross  t h e  rice paddy tu rned  t o  a l i t t l e  subhamlet o f f  t o  
t h e  s o u t h e a s t .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. That  i s  c o r r e c t .  They thought  t h e y  saw somebody 
running over  t h e r e  and w e  went walking ove r  t h e r e .  W e  went 
over  t h e r e  t o  f i n d  o u t  ifanybody was over  t h e r e .  

Q Captain MEDINA went too?  

A. Right  and w e  came back and h i t  t h e  main t r a i l .  I t  
seemed t o  be t h e  main t r a i l  going through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q - Now, t h i s  l i t t l e  subhamlet over  h e r e  i s  c a l l e d  
Trung Hoa. Did you f i n d  anybody over  t h e r e ?  Did you see any 
people  o r  anything? 

A.  W e l l ,  w e  saw two bod ies  over  t h e r e .  

Q* Then what happened a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A .  Then w e  j u s t  doubled back and came r i g h t  on back 
and went down t h e  main t r a i l  headed up towards t h e  China Sea. 
Then w e  s topped  f o r  lunch a t  t h i s  house. 

Q- A s  you g o t  back i n t o  My Lai  ( 4 )  from Trung Hoa, d i d  
you n o t i c e  a d i t c h  a long t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e  w i t h  a few 
bodies  i n  it? 

On t h e  r i g h t  of  t h e  t r a i l ,  r i g h t ,  sir.  

How many would you e s t i m a t e  were i n  t h e r e ?  

A. There was q u i t e  a few, sir.  
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Q. Could you p u t  a number t o  them? 

A. W e l l ,  t h e r e  was o v e r  50,  I ' d  s ay .  

Q - W e l l ,  S p e c i a l i s t  HAWKINS, w e  know t h e r e  was a 
d i t c h  t h a t  had t h a t  many bod ie s  o r  more i n  it. However, it 
w a s  o v e r  h e r e  i n  t h e  n o r t h ,  r i g h t  a t  t h e  n o r t h  end of t h i s  
l i t t l e  subhamlet  of Trung Hoa. Right  i n  t h e r e .  Is it pos-
s i b l e  t h a t  you could  have walked o v e r  t h e r e  and by t h a t ?  

A. I remember t h e  t r a i l  where t h e  bod ie s  w a s  on my 
r i g h t .  

Q - Do you have k ind  of  a p i c t u r e  i n  your  mind of  what 
t h a t  p i c t u r e  looked l i k e ?  

A. I t  seemed l i k e  we was l e a d i n g  up t o  a house o r  
something and I s a w  t h e  bod ie s  l a y i n g  ove r  t h e r e  and I j u s t  
k e p t  walking.  I d i d n ' t  even want t o  look a t  it no more. 

Q- Over t o  your  r i g h t  r e a r  i s  a s k e t c h  made of My 
L a i  ( 4 )  by Army e n g i n e e r s  which has  been in t roduced  a s  Ex-
h i b i t  MAP-8. Please look a t  t h e  photograph t h e r e  where you 
marked your  p a t h  and you s e e  it would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  you went 
l i k e  t h i s  and came back.  The d i t c h  t h a t  w e  know about  w i th  
a l o t  of  people  i n  it was up he re .  W e  d o n ' t  know of a house 
ve ry  c l o s e  t o  t h e r e .  Back o v e r  h e r e ,  of cou r se ,  t h e r e  were 
some houses  and t h e r e  was supposed t o  be a d i t c h  i n  h e r e  
somewhere t h a t  had a few bod ie s  i n  it. Now, l e t  m e  show 
you two more photographs  of t h e  d i t c h  t h a t  w e  know about  
t h a t  had a l o t  of bod ie s  i n  it n o r t h  of  Trung Hoa. Here i s  
ano the r  photograph,  E x h i b i t  P-45. 

(MR WEST o r i e n t e d  t h e  w i t n e s s  on E x h i b i t  P-45 and 
t h e  map. ) 

Does t h a t  resemble  t h e  d i t c h  t h a t  you looked a t ?  
You're l ook ing  down a t  it.  Not s t r a i g h t  down b u t  k ind  of 

back o f f  of it. 


, 

A .  I t  d i d  s o r t  of s e e m  l i k e  t h e r e  was something up 
by t h e  end of it. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  what it w a s .  I t  looked l i k e  
a house. I t h i n k  it was house o r  some k ind  of shack o r  some-
t h i n g .  

Q. Who w a s  w i th  you when you saw t h i s ?  
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A. Well, "Hot Rod" and I were walking s i d e  by s i d e  
t a l k i n g .  

Q. Where was Captain MEDINA? 

A.  He was r i g h t  i n  f r o n t  of us. 

Q. Did anybody s t o p  and look i n t o  t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. No, s i r ,  because they  t o l d  everybody t o  keep mov-
ing .  

Q - Did you know Colonel BARKER? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I d id .  

Q - Do you know what h i s  command and c o n t r o l  hel icop-
t e r  looked l i k e ?  

A. Let  me s e e ,  it had some kind  of emblem on it, I 
remember, on t h e  s i d e  o r  on t h e  f r o n t .  

Q Did you see  it f l y i n g  around My L a i  ( 4 )  t h a t  morn-
ing?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir. 

Q. Did you know t h e  br igade  commander, Colonel 
HENDERSON? 

A. I d i d n ' t  know him, no, s i r .  I heard about him. 

Q c  D i d  you know what h i s  command and c o n t r o l  s h i p
looked. l i k e ?  

A.  No, s ir .  

Q. Do you remember where you broke f o r  lunch t h a t  
morning? 

A.  Yes, s i r ,  it was a t  t h i s  house t h a t  I blew down. 
T h a t ' s  where we broke f o r  lunch. 

Q. When you were around t h e r e  about t h a t  t ime d i d  
you hear  anything coming i n  o r  going ou t  over t h e  r a d i o  about 
a body count? 

(HAWKINS) 10 
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A. I h e a r d  c a p t a i n  MEDINA t a l k i n g  t o  somebody t o  g e t  
a body count . .  

Q - What was t h e  f i g u r e  you heard?  

A. I d o n ' t  recal l ,  s i r .  

Q. W e l l ,  can  you recal l  t h e  c i r cums tances  a l i t t l e ?  
Were t h e y  t a l k i n g  o v e r  t h e  r a d i o  t o  somebody? 

A. R i g h t ,  s i r ,  h e  was t a l k i n g  on t h e  r a d i o .  

Q. Could you t r y  t o  recall  what was s a i d ?  I d o n ' t  
mean t h e  e x a c t  words. Your impress ion  a s  b e s t  you can re-
c a l l .  

A. No, I c a n ' t ,  sir. A l l  I can r e c a l l  i s  h e  t o l d  
someone t o  g e t  a body count .  T h a t ' s  a l l .  

Q. Did you h e a r  him make a r e p o r t  of  t h e  t o t a l  body 
count  a s  i f  he  w e r e  t a l k i n g  t o  h i g h e r  h e a d q u a r t e r s ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q - Could you t e l l  u s  about  t h e  d e m o l i t i o n s  you had 
t h a t  morning? 

A. W e l l ,  t h a t  morning t h e y  found a bunker and t h e y  
s e n t  someone i n  t o  s e a r c h  it and t h e r e  w a s n ' t  anybody i n  it. 
They c a l l e d  m e  t o  blow it up s o  I went on down t h e  t r a i l  and 
we found a n o t h e r  one and blew t h a t  one. I d i d n '  t do any more 
d e m o l i t i o n  work u n t i l  a f t e r  w e  broke f o r  lunch  and t h a t ' s  
when I blew t h e  house down. 

Q These w e r e  f i g h t i n g  bunkers  t h a t  you blew up? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h e y  w e r e  f i g h t i n g  bunkers .  

Q. About how many dead Vietnamese peop le  d i d  you see 
i n  My La i  ( 4 )  t h a t  morning? 

A. Approximately 50 o r  more. 

Q. Did you ever see any th ing  l i k e  t h i s  b e f o r e ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. What d i d  you t h i n k  a t  t h e  t i m e  as t o  what w a s  go ing  
on? 
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Q. Any o t h e r  o f f i c e r s ?  

A. A l i e u t e n a n t  w a s  t h e r e ,  

Q. Do you know who t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  was? 

A, No, sir.  

Q *  Did you s e e  a c a p t a i n  b e s i d e s  'Captain  MEDINA? 

A, No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q. Did you see one of  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  g e t  a f i n g e r  
c u t  o f f ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q - How about  t h e  n e x t  day,  t h e  1 7 t h ;  d i d  anyth ing  un-
u s u a l  happen? 

A. On t h e  way t o  t h e  China Sea t h e y  went t o  ano the r  
hamlet  and t h e y  found t h i s - - i t  was supposed t o  be a VC n u r s e  
and they  found ano the r  VC and t h e y  i n t e r r o g a t e d  him and 
s t a r t e d  him t a l k i n g .  H e  s a i d  he  knew q u i t e  a b i t  of  i n f o r -
mation,  They c a l l e d  i n  a chopper t o  g e t  him o u t  of  t h e r e  
and b r i n g  him back t o  t h e  rear a r e a  a long  w i t h  t h e  VC nurse--
r e p o r t e d  t o  be .  

Q. Did t h e y  burn any hootches ,  any v i l l a g e s ?  

A. I t h i n k  t h e y  burned two. I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q. How about  t h e  1 8 t h ,  t h e  t h i r d  day? 

A. W e  marched back from t h e  China Sea--I mean on t h e  
same day w e  marched back.  On t h e  1 8 t h ,  we s t a r t e d  back t o -
ward P i n k v i l l e  i n t o  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  and t h a t ' s  where w e  were 
p icked  up. They had a chopper b rought  i n .  

Q Where d i d  t h e y  t a k e  you? 

A. Back t o  D o t t i e .  

Q - Did anybody meet you when you g o t  back t h e r e ?  

A. No, sir. 
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Q- L e t  m e  ask you s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  do you remember a 
c o l o n e l  meet ing perhaps  you and some o t h e r  men and t a l k i n g  
t o  you about  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  what had happened a t  My 
L a i  ( 4 )  on t h e  1 6 t h  o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. Nobody e v e r  t a l k e d  t o  m e ,  sir.  

Q- D i d  anybody e v e r  t a l k  t o  you a f t e r  t h a t  about  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  what had happened a t  My Lai?  

A. NO, s i r ,  n o t  a t  a l l .  

Q. Did any i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  e v e r  come t o  t a l k  
t o  you about  t h e  e v e n t s  of t h e  morning on 16 March? 

A. No, sir.  

Q. Did anybody e v e r  t e l l  you t o  keep q u i e t  about  i t ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. What w a s  t h e  t a l k  around your  squad and o t h e r s ?  

A. W e l l ,  I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  say  anyth ing  t o  nobody u n l e s s  
"Hot Rod'' t a l k e d  t o  m e .  I d i d n ' t  s ay  any th ing  about  it. 

Q ,  You d i d n ' t  h e a r  a l o t  of  t a l k  about  women, c h i l d r e n ,  
and b a b i e s  b e i n g  k i l l e d  t h a t  morning? 

A. You 'd liealr eve ry  now and t h e n  a few words. Some-
body would s a y  something about  it. I ' d  j u s t  keep walking.  
I d i d n ' t  s t o p .  I d i d n ' t  engage t h e  conve r sa t ion .  

Q. Did you r e a l i z e  what happened t h a t  morning? 

A. A f t e r  I g o t  back I r e a l i z e d  what happened, t h a t  a 
l o t  of people  g o t  k i l l e d .  

Q. Do you have any op in ions  a s  t o  why t h i s  happened 
t h e r e  t h a t  morning? I t ' s  a ve ry  unusual  t h i n g  you know t o  
round up women and c h i l d r e n  and b a b i e s  and have them k i l l e d  
by American s o l d i e r s .  

A. I can h a r d l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  it a c t u a l l y  happened. 
They d i d  s h e l l  t h a t  v i l l a g e  a l l  n i g h t  long  from what I un-
de r s tood .  
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Q. D o  you remember who t o l d  you t h i s ?  

A. W e l l ,  I heard some of t h e  guys i n  t h e  i n f a n t r y  
t a l k i n g  about  it. They s a i d  they  s h e l l e d  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h a t  
they went over  and t o l d  everybody t h e r e  t h a t  wasn ' t  a VC t o  
g e t  ou t .  

Q. I n  November t h e  newspapers c a r r i e d  a s t o r y  t h a t  
some members of C h a r l i e  Company may have been under t h e  i n -  
f luence  of mari juana on t h e  morning of 1 6  March when they  
went i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Do you know anything about t h i s ?  

A. N o ,  sir. 

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: S p e c i a l i s t  HAWKINS, from what I g a t h e r  and 
from your  tes t imony h e r e ,  you and "Hot Rod" went o r  accom-
panied t h e  company on t h i s  a s s a u l t .  Is t h i s  c o r r e c t ?  

A= Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- And your  p l a toon  s e r g e a n t  i n  t h i s  case  s t a y e d
back? 

A* Right .  

MR WEST: Th i s  concludes t h i s  phase of t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  
S p e c i a l i s t  HAWKINS. I wish you would s t a y  and t a l k  t o  Major 
ZYCHOWSKI a l i t t l e  b i t  longer .  H e  w i l l  show you some photo- 
graphs and perhaps t a k e  you through t h i s  r o u t e  aga in  on a 
phtograph. Is t h e r e  anyth ing  e l s e  you would l i k e  t o  t e l l  
us t h a t  perhaps  h a s n ' t  been brought  up by ques t ions?  

A, No, sir.  

MR WEST: We c e r t a i n l y  thank you f o r  coming. You've g iven  
us some u s e f u l  in format ion .  W e  a p p r e c i a t e  it very much. 

The h e a r i n g  w i l l  be recessed .  

(The h e a r i n g  r ecessed  a t  1318 hours ,  6 February 
1970 .) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1321 hours ,  6 February 
1970.) 
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MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  pe r sons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  MAJ ZYCHOWSKI, 
and MAJ COOP. 

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: S p e c i a l i s t  HAWKINS, b e f o r e  you i s  an a e r i a l  
photograph of  My L a i  ( 4 )  and t h e  sur rounding  a r e a .  Th i s  
p o r t i o n  of t h e  i n t e r v i e w  w e ' l l  a t t e m p t  t o  have you show t h e  
r o u t e  t h a t  you took th rough  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  l i s t  
t h o s e  s i g n i f i c a n t  e v e n t s  t h a t  s t a n d  o u t  i n  your  mind, and 
t h e n  show you some photographs and see i f  you can i d e n t i f y  
t h e s e  photographs and p o s s i b l y  a s s o c i a t e  t h e  l o c a t i o n s  of  
t h e s e  photographs on t h i s  map b e f o r e  you. L e t ' s  t r y  t o  p l o t  
t h e  r o u t e  t h a t  you took .  F i r s t  of  a l l ,  where w a s  t h e  approx-
imate  area of t h e  LZ? Cl2 

0% 

A. . The LZ was approximately  on t h e  w e s t  end  o f  t h e  m 
v i l l a g e .  

Q Okay, cou ld  you show b a s i c a l l y  t h e  r o u t e  t h a t  you an 
took  from t h e  LZ i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  of My La i  ( 4 ) ?  You're r4 
going  now from t h e  w e s t  towards t h e  east.  

A. W e  moved through t h e  v i l l a g e  and came o u t  r i g h t  
t o  t h e  edge of  t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  a r i c e  paddy, an open f i e l d .  

Q You're going i n  an e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  u n t i l  you 
come t o  t h e  approximate c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e  of  My L a i  ( 4 )  
and i n  t h i s  ca se  you t u r n e d  i n  a s o u t h e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  on 
t h i s  t r a i l  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Is t h i s  c o r r e c t ?  

A. R igh t ,  sir.  

Q. Now, from t h e  t i m e  you e n t e r e d  t h e  v i l l a g e  of  My 
L a i  ( 4 )  u n t i l  you e x i t e d  h e r e  i n  t h e  sou th  c e n t r a l  p a r t  of  
t h e  v i l l a g e  on t h e  nor th-south  t r a i l s ,  is  t h e r e  any th ing  t h a t  
s t a n d s  o u t  i n  your  mind t h a t  you can r e c a l l ?  

A. Well ,  coming th rough  t h e  v i l l a g e  I s a w  some bod ie s .  

Q Were t h e y  i n  groups? 

A. They w e r e  n o t  i n  groups.  They were s c a t t e r e d .  
When I g o t  t o  t h e  edge of  t h e  v i l l a g e  they  had a d u s t o f f .  
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Q. You ' re  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  no r th - sou th  t r a i l  down 
here. Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. North-south t r a i i ,  c o r r e c t .  

Q - You s a w  a d u s t o f f  you say?  

A. Righ t ,  sir.  

Q - Could you show t h e  approximate area of t h i s  dus t -  
o f f  a s  f a r  as t h e  nor th-south  t r a i l  i s  concerned? Was it on 
t h e  east o r  w e s t  s i d e  of t h e  t r a i l ?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, on t h e  east  s i d e  o f  
t h e  t r a i l .  

Q. P o i n t  1 w i l l  be t h e  approximate a r e a  where Spe- 
c i a l i s t  HAWKINS observed t h e  d u s t o f f  chopper come i n  and p i c k  
up a wounded s o l d i e r .  Can you r e c a l l  any th ing  else which 
may have occu r red  wh i l e  you were i n  t h i s  g e n e r a l  v i c i n i t y ?  

A. W e l l ,  w e  s p o t t e d  somebody running  o u t  a c r o s s  t h e  
open f i e l d .  W e  went o u t  chas ing  a f t e r  him. W e  walked a-
round i n  t h e  r i c e  paddy f o r  a wh i l e  and came back and h i t  
t h e  t r a i l .  

Q. Is t h i s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of p o i n t  1 here?  

A. R igh t ,  sir. 

Q *  W i l l  you p l e a s e  cont inue?  

A. A f t e r  going below t h e  t - r a i l  we pas sed  t h i s  house 
t h a t  had an o l d  man i n  it and w e  p u l l e d  him o u t  and s e t  f i r e  
t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  

Q. Would you p o i n t  t o  t h a t  on t h e  map? 

A. I t  w a s  approximately  somewhere a long  i n  h e r e ,  I 
b e l i e v e .  I t  seemed l i k e  a temple o r  something. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  
what it w a s .  

Q. P o i n t  2 w i l l  be  t h e  approximate a r e a  where Spe- 
c i a l i s t  HAWKINS observed an o l d  man be ing  p u l l e d  from a b u i l -
ding. You s a i d  t h i s  b u i l d i n g  was t h e n  burned? 
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A. I t  was burned. 

Q.  Is t h e r e  anyth ing  e l s e  t h a t  you can recall  about  
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s i t e ?  

A. Nothing b u t  a l i t t l e  boy l y i n g  on a t r a i l .  H e  
was sho t  dead. 

Q. Okay, would you p l e a s e  cont inue?  

A. We went down t h e  t r a i l  t o  p u l l  t h e  o l d  man o u t  and 
I looked over  t o  my r i g h t  and I saw a group of people  l y i n g  
on a road o r  something, dead. We k e p t  walking. 

Q. Now, you have reached t h e  s o u t h e a s t e r n  p a r t  of 
t h e  v i l l a g e .  Where d i d  you go from t h e r e ?  

A. From t h e  co rne r  of t h e  v i l l a g e  w e  went over  t o  
t h e  edge of another  v i l l a g e  and doubled back t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Okay, y o u ' r e  going i n  t h i s  case  t o  t h e  sma l l  
v i l l a g e  t o  t h e  south-southeas t  of My Lai  ( 4 )  t hen .  Is t h i s  
c o r r e c t ?  

A. Correct. 


Q- What w a s  your reason f o r  going t h e r e ?  


A. Because they  thought  they  saw somebody o u t  t h e r e  
.and they came back.  They went o u t  t h e r e  s e a r c h i n g  f o r  some 
VC o r  something. I . d o n ' t  r e a l l y  r e c a l l .  

Q. Did you see anybody? 

A. I d i d n ' t  see anybody. 

Q. Did you go i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q. Did anybody e l s e  go i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I t h i n k  t h e  l e a d  p la toon  e n t e r e d  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I ' m  
n o t  su re .  
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a - A l l  r i g h t ,  then  what happened? 

A. We came back t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  we j u s t  l e f t .  

Q. How Id you come back? 

A. We doubled back on t h e  same t r a i l .  

Q. You came back t o  t h e  same sou theas t  corner  of t h e  
v i l l a g e  then? 

A. Right ,  s ir ,  Then we continued down t h e  t r a i l  
and we came t o  a g r e a t  b i g  house. 

Q Would you show m e  on t h e  map? 

A. Probably r i g h t  t h e r e .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  you came t o  t h i s  b i g  house. What 
happened? 

A. We came t o  t h e  b i g  house and t r i e d  t h e  doors and 
it was locked. Captain MEDINA suggested t h a t  we t ake  a lunch 
break a t  t h i s  house then  he c a l l e d  me over  and t o l d  me a f t e r  
I go t  through e a t i n g  lunch he wanted me t o  blow t h e  wlndov 
o u t  of it. So a f t e r  lunch I t r i e d  blowing t h e  window out .  

Q - What was t h e  purpose of blowing t h e  window out?  

A. They c o u l d n ' t  g e t  i n  through t h e  door and t h e  win-
dow had b a r s  over  it. They wanted me t o  blow t h e  b a r s  from 
over t h e  windows s o  they  could g e t  i n t o  t h e  house. So I 
wrapped s i x  s t r a n d s  of de tona to r  cord around t h r e e  of t h e  
b a r s  and p u t  my s h o r t  time f u s e  on i t  t o  blow them o u t .  I 
lit it and t h e  explosion went o f f  b u t  i t  d i d  n o t  knock t h e  
b a r s  ou t  of t h e  window s o  I t r i e d  again .  I p u t  some more 
s t r a n d s  of de tona to r  cord on t h e  b a r s  of t h e  window and it 
s t i l l  d i d n ' t  knock it ou t .  So I k ind  of g o t  "hot"  and t o l d  
"Hot Rod" t o  b r i n g  me a block of C-4. I layed a block of 
C-4 on t h e  window and I blew t h e  window o u t  and t h e  whole 
house f e l l  i n .  

Q. P o i n t  3 i s  t h e  approximate a r e a  where S p e c i a l i s t  
HAWKINS used t h e  explos ive  and t h e  house was destroyed.  Okay, 
would you p l e a s e  cont inue? Did you say t h a t  you a t e  lunch i n  

. t h i s  genera l  v i c i n i t y ?  

(HAWKINS) 19 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-333 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. W e  ate lunch a t  t h e  house. 

Q - , You blew t h e  house a f t e r  you a t e  t hen .  Is t h i s  
c o r r e c t ?  

A .  That  's c o r r e c t .  

Q. About what t i m e  d i d  you e a t  lunch;  do you r e m e m -
be r?  

A .  I remember--I d o n ' t  remember t h e  e x a c t  t i m e .  I t  
was a l i t t l e  a f t e r  12 o ' c l o c k  I b e l i e v e .  

Q. A f t e r  you blew t h e  house,  l e t  m e  ask you t h i s  
then ,  was t h e r e  anybody i n  t h e  house? 

A .  A s  f a r  a s  w e  know, t h e r e  w a s n ' t  anybody i n  t h e  
house. We sea rched  t h e  r u i n s  of t h e  house and we c o u l d n ' t  
f i n d  anybody o r  no th ing .  

Q. Where d i d  you go from t h e r e ?  

A. We cont inued  a c r o s s  t h e  rice paddy, e a s t .  

Q S p e c i a l i s t  HAPITINS, i s  t h e r e  anyth ing  e l s e  t h a t  
happened along t h i s  r o u t e  t h a t  you have n o t  a l r e a d y  i n d i c a t e d  
on t h i s  photo and can now r e c a l l ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q a  S p ~ c i a l i s tBAWKINS, I am going t o  show you soma 
p i c t u r e s  and r e q u e s t  t h a t  you t e l l  m e  what you r e c a l l  about  
t h e s e  p i c t u r e s  and p o s s i b l y  see i f  you can p l a c e  t h e s e  some-
where i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  . What do you recognize  about  P-3? 

A. I remember s e e i n g  t h i s  o l d  man be ing  t a k e n  o u t  of 
t h e  house b e f o r e  w e  s e t  f i r e  t o  it. 

Q. Do you know who t h i s  s o l d i e r  i s ?  

A. I t  looks  l i k e  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  PHU. I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q m  Do you recall  where t h i s  occur red?  

It  occur red  a t  p o i n t  2.  
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Q *  P-3 i s  loca ted  on t h e  map here  by p o i n t  2.  I t  i s  
t h e  p l a c e  where you saw t h e  o l d  man being p u l l e d  from t h e  
house: Is t h i s  c o r r e c t ?  
. . 

A. Right ,  sir.  

Q. What do you recognize about photograph P-9? 

A. This  i s  where P r i v a t e  CARTER was being c a r r i e d  
t o  t h e  chopper f o r  dus to f f  a f t e r  he s h o t  himself i n  t h e  
foo t .  

a .  Do you know who t h e s e  o t h e r  two personnel  a r e ?  

A. N o ,  s i r ,  I don ' t .  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  where t h i s  was on t h e  map? 

A. I r e c a l l  it was a t  p o i n t  1. 

Q - P-11 and P-12? 

A. I r e c a l l  P-11 where they  a r e  p u t t i n g  him on t h e  
chopper f o r  dus to f f  and P-12 a f t e r  they go t  him on t h e  chop- 
p e r  and everybody was making s u r e  he was okay and coming 
back. This  i s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of p o i n t  1. 

Q - P-13. What do you recognize t h e r e ?  

A. I recognize t h e  mortar p la toon se rgean t .  

Q. Which one? 

A. The second one from t h e  r i g h t .  

Q. Without t h e  s t e e l  pot?  

A. Without t h e  s t e e l  pot .  


Q - Who w a s  he? Do you know h i s  name? 


A. I d o n ' t  know h i s  name r i g h t  offhand. 

Q. What do you recognize about P-29? 
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A. I recognize P-29 a s  t h e  landing  zone where we 
landed. 

A. P-35 i s  where they  were burning d r i e d  po ta toes  
and s t u f f .  

Q. Did you s e e  t h i s  a c t u a l l y  t ak ing  p lace?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Do you know where t h i s  i s  loca ted?  

A. N o ,  sir. 


Q- Can you t e l l  where t h i s  took p lace  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  


A .  Where it took p l a c e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  I cannot re-
c a l l  t h e  e x a c t  s p o t ,  

A. I recognize P-41  a s  a t r a i l ,  a r i c e  d ike  with a 
bunch of people that were k i l l e d .  

Q D o  you r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h i s  p i c t u r e ?  0 .  

A. I r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h e  . p i c t u r e .  

Q =  How can you he s u r e ?  

A. By t h e  r e d  bag and t h e  barbed wire fence.  

Q- The r e d  bag i s  en t h e  trail i n  t h e  t o p  c e n t e r  of 
t h e  photograph then .  Is t h i s  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Right ,  sir, 

Q a  
 Do you know where t h i s  i s  on t h e  map? 

A. I cannot l o c a t e  it on t h e  map, sir. 

Q* P-66? 
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A .  I recogn ize  P-66 as where t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  PHU i s  
q u e s t i o n i n g  t h i s  o l d  man w i t h  t h e  baby i n  h i s  a r m s .  

.Q Which one i s  PHU? 

A. The one on t h e  r i g h t .  

Q Looking a t  t h e  photograph it would be t h e  person 
on t h e  l e f t  then .  Is t h i s  c o r r e c t ?  

C o r r e c t ,  sir.  

D o  you know who t h a t  i s  n e x t  t o  PHU? 

N o ,  s ir .  

Q- D o  you know who t h i s  i s ?  The person  on t h e  ex-
treme r i g h t  w i t h  t h e  r a d i o ?  

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q- D o  you recognize  anybody i n  t h e  background? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  I do. 

Q. Who do you recognize?  

A. I n  t h e  background on t h e  r i g h t  i s  PFC HEMING. 

Q. Which one i s  he now? 

A. The one on t h e  r i g h t  beh ind ,  as y o u ' r e  looking  
a t  t h e  p i c t u r e ,  behind t h e  u n i d e n t i f i e d  man. 

Q. H e  i s  behind t h e  u n i d e n t i f i e d  Vietnamese man. Is 
t h i s  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Right .  

Q. T h i s  i s  PFC who? 

A .  HEMING. 

recognize  t h i s  person? 
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A. The one on t h e  l e f t  behind t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  P H U  
is myself .  

Q* Do you r e c a l l  where t h i s  p i c t u r e  was t a k e n ? .  

A. I t  was t aken  i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  , i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Can you p l a c e  it on t h e  map? 

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  I can. 

Q *  S p e c i a l i s t  HAWKINS, i f  t h i s  photo is  c o r r e c t  t o  
t h e  b e s t  of your knowledge, I would r e q u e s t  t h a t  you s i g n  
your name a t  t h e  upper l e f t -hand  corner .  

(The w i t n e s s  d i d  a s  d i r e c t e d . )  

The photograph s igned  by S p e c i a l i s t  HAWKINS, "Pre-
pared  from memory, Washington, D. C.  on 6 February 19 70, " i s  
e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  a s  E x h i b i t  P-219. 

S p e c i a l i s t  HAWKINS i s  t h e r e  anyth ing  else t h a t  you 
can now r e c a l l  t h a t  w e  have n o t  d i scussed  and may be of some 
help  t o  t h i s  i n q u i r y ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Thank you very  much f o r  corning. S p e c i a l i s t  HAWKINS, 
you a r e  o rde red  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your tes t imony wi th  o t h e r s  
except  i n  t h e  performance of du ty  o r  a s  you may be r e q u i r e d  
s o  t o  do b e f o r e  a competent j u d i c i a l ,  o rl e g i ~ ? ~ a t i v e ,  ad-
m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. Do you unders tand t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  


MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: The h e a r i n g  i s  recessed .  


(The h e a r i n g  was r eces sed  a t  1353 hours ,  6 Febru-
a r y  1970 .) 
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